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publisher are comphining today
that people ‘have stopped reading,
They are very hesitant about ac-
cepting & serious book because un-
Jess it can be used somewhere as a
presctibed texthook its sale is like-
Jy to be confined largely to libr-
gries. At first blush, this situation
appears incredible. Yet when the
matter is examined a lttle it ve-
comes only too clear that there i5
little proportion between the print.
od matter that appears from our
presses and ' the amount of solld
reading that is done,

There was & time when a seri-
ous-minded man could be identi~
(ied from his lbrary shelves. He
nad rows of well-thumbed editions
of the classics, and a considerable
qumber of serious works in his
field of special interest—sclence,
theology, law or literature as the
case may be. This is no longer
wrue. Reading is largely confined
to newspapers and magazines
which can be cursorily read and
discarded, He no longer wants any
hooks of his own. This is reflected

editions” which are not intended
to survive many readings and
whose . flamboyant  format is
enough to discourage one's keep-
ing them. It 15 also reflected in
the contruction of the  modern
home, in which a library is even
rarer than a guest room and in-
finitely less desirable. No! The
publishers are right. People simply
do not read. And the question 1is,
why?

principally, I suppose, people no
longer read because they no longer
know how to do so. The ancignts
we are told read slowly and aloud.
A very few read silently, but with
their lips. The result was that
they tended to memorize what
they read, and when they said that
they had read ten works they
meant that they knew what was in
them and what was their signific-
ance for life,

It was possible to have read only
two or three books and to he at
the same time a fairly learned
man. If one of these books hap-
pened to be the Holy Scriptures, its
reader was not only a learned but
a very wise man, '

Reading in this sense became
part and parcel of the texture of
one’s thought and life. One took
great care before reading a bool,
knowing it was to be an important
experience for one's whole life-
time.

WARNING SIGNAL

It was largely with this kind of
thing in mind that the Church
wisely prepared a guide for the
honest man’s reading by warning
him about dangerous books, .the
reading of which could not pro-
vidle him with a worthwhile ex-
perience of life. -

But moderns: have become al-
most in capable of reading. This is
reflected in, rather than caused
by, the increase of picture books,
The printed word, seriously pre-
sented, provokes thought. But the
picture as presented in most publi-
cations 1s to arouse excitement
and passion and tend to produce
day-dreams rather than thought.

| Thoughts For Our Time
By His Eminence Cardinal McGuigan . :
i (Copyright)

in the rapld increase of ‘“cheap| fi

The wise parent will not tolerate
the child’s or adolescent's poring
over these picture books. 'The
¢hild doing so {5 rarely thinking,
but surrending himself to vain and
empty imaginings, it not to mor-
bid ones, “

The same s true of what we can
call passive fiction; that is, books
to which we subject ourselves for
entertainment and  relaxation.
Among these, I suppose, detective
stories take first place, They are
very popular and very widely read.
They do not provoke thought, but
like most movies are passively and
complacently recelved by & day-
dreaming reader. Such books, of
course serve a purpose and can be
read with some benefit. But they
do not provide food for men in
what pertains to our essential hu-
manity, our intellect and our will.

Reading should be more than
entertainment. We ought consci-
ously to make it so. A better read-
ing public, that is a public craving
for worthwhile books from the pub-
lishers would not long ,o unsatis-

ed, .

PORNOGRAPHY THRIVES

A word, perhaps, {s in order an
pornographic literature, This s
widely current today in  many
forms, and is unfortunately being
only too well looked after, We
sometimes think of the great cities
like Paris, London, New York as
particularly given over to the sad
task of catering to the lower im-
pulses, But in this time, Toronto
has seen mighty disturbing things.
Some bookstores here, for example,
have been knowa %o have “read-
ing rooms” in the back particular-
ly stacked with morbid filth and
open to passing readers at 25 cents
an hour. This is a kind of mental
prostitution which Burope at its
worst has never surpassed. Moral
responsibility belongs primarily, of
course, to the individual, but
neither the bookseller nor the pub-
lisher is without serious fault in
allowing pornographic books
reach the general public.

Perhaps, too, the professional
readers and literary critics are not
helping the cause of good reading
too much. They are only too prone
to show themselves  particularly
hostlle toward fundamentally
worthwhile books. They will be per-
fectly complacent about trash ltke
the Kinsey Report and carping in
their attitude toward a , serious
treatise in philesophy - or some
solid analysls of the spjritual life.
It the professional readers and the
critics refuse to adopt an encour-
aging and sympathetic attitude to-
wards things basically sound, what
is to become of the ordinary pub-
le?

- Real reading is a pligrimage of
the mind. And the mind should
only surrender itself to what 1s

eminently worth while. Reading at

its “best passes into contemplation
and it has enduring effect when
repeated over and oyer.

There is nothing I should more
like to say to the modern man
than to urge him to become more
and more the reader afd owner of
the world’s best books, and first
omangt these. Holy Scripture,

IN MEMORIAM

MRS. SADIE HILL

*Mrs. Sadie (McInnis) Hill, wife
of Albertus Hill of 259 Sargent
Street, Norwood, R.I., died July 20
at the Rhode Island Hospital af-
ter a long illness.

Born in Prince Edward Island,
Canada, the daughter of Elizabeth
B. McInnis and the late Alex Mc-
Innis, she had been a resident of
Rhode Island for many years.

Besides her husband, she leaves
her mother Mrs. Elizabeth McIn-
nis, one sister, Mrs. Moffatt Mace
Lean, one brother, Lester, all of
Summerside, P. E. Island; one sis«
ter Florence, of Halifax, N.S., one
sister Glladys, of Oshawa, Ontario,
one brother Willlam F., of Crans-
ton, Rhode Island.

Funeral service was from the
Ray O. Page Funeral Home, 260

Elmwood Avenue, at 3.30 Satur-
day, the Rev. Arthur B. Mercer
officiating. Burial at Lakeside
cemetery.

Smash Long-
Racket Of Thefts

MONTRBEAL, July 29—(CP) —
A railway express detective from
Boston and two Montreal City de-
tecttves claimed to have smashed a
two-year racket of thefts ﬁl'bm
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JIMMIE'S TAXI Phone 523.
CRASWELL for Fhotographs.
ekl

HOWARD  MscINNsS  FOOT.
WEAR at 175 Queen Street.

MRS, JOHNSTON'S Ladlies Wear
Special Clearance sale.

RADIATOR FLUSHING a speci-
ality. Mallett’s Battéry Servigr.

ALL SUMMER DRESSES clear-
ing at 33 1-3 off at the Fashior
Shoppe.

SCHEDULED FLIGHTS daily
;oh Bu.mmeullde and  Meoncton
one Maritime Central Airways
Limited, 2061 or 540. d

FREE blood transfusions are
available to all but all must help
fo keep the bank well stocked by
being donors. See times and places
of clinics, block ad. ’

“GET IN THE SWIM” — by en-
tering the Y's Men's’ swimming
meet at Victorla Park, August 5th.
Contests for all ages.

REMEMBER Red Cross Blood
Donor Clinics next week. See ad
re times and places. Donors are
needed.

RECEIVING HOGS at Crapaud
each Tuesday until 11 A. M. Where
roads are passable our trucks wil
pick up as usual. Robert Dawson

NOTE:—Blood Donor Clinic is at
Red Cross Headquarters, 62 Prince
Street, Charlottetown, Monday and
Tuesday, July 31st and August Ist.

CITY POLICE COURT—At "the
Stipendiary Magistrate’s Court Sat-
urday, a clear docket was pre-
sented and the Court adjourned
until today.

MATCH YOUR SWIMMING
SKILL at the Y¥’s Men's Qieens
County Swimming Meet at Victoria
Park next Saturday afternoon En-
tries close Thursday.

EVERYONE WHO CAN, should
deposit blood donation in bank as
insurance in case of personal
necessity as well as to help those
who cannot donate themselves.

ENGAGEMENT ANNOVNCE-
MENT — Mrs. Emmanuel F Gau-
det of Wellington, P.E.L, wishes to
a the t o1 her
daughter, Marie Yvonne, to Hon.
J.W.. Arsemault of Charlottatown.
Marriage to take place Sept. 8th in
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church,
Mt. Carmel.

BE A PROUD Blood Donor at
Red ,Cross Headquarters Monday,
July 381st. afternoon and evening,
or Tuesday morning, Aug. 1st. 500
donors desperately needed from
Charlottetown and surrounding dis-
tricts. 2

TO VISIT HERE—Arriving In
the city today are Dr. and Mrs.
Arthur C. Vincent, of Saint John,
N. B. Dr. Vincent, President of
the Maritime Baptist Federation
and a former pastor of the Char-
lottetown Baptist Church, is ex-
pected to appear on the platform
at the special evangelistic service
at the Forum this evening,

ARSON CHARGES UNFOUND-
ED—Milburn Buell was discharged
and the complaint against Ells-
worth Buell withdrawn Saturday
when Queen's County Magistrate
G. A. Gaudet found that the evid-
ence produced by the Crown did
not warrant committal of the ac-
cused for trial on charges of ar-
son, The charges had been laid in

rallway express ag
ments reaching or leaving Mont-
real with the arrest of two REA
employees here.

gthctlvel sald that $500 worth
of merchandise—including an im-
ported camera and clothing ap-
parel—was recovered from various

Montreal homes.

_ T Wit
Pat Paterson, Kenny Baker, Leo Carillo, Ian
Songs, Romance, Comedy : )
- Sandwich and Soft Drink Service During Show. .

Hunter

Oysters, Fried Clams,

gnmr ed

A" Floor space

space 3900

TOURISTS!

: Poit Wit Be fterdsted in knowing that we
| dize in P. E. I. Lobster in the shell,

the most delicate ;g_fotite.

teaks. sAlslgmrgn mber we cater
. o

Gatherings in

ried

lease

Sea Foods to
And don’t forget
Chicken and T-Boune

to Weddin
t Banqu!:‘

the
sq. ft.

with a fire on .their
own farm property at Covehead.

SCARBOROUGH DOWNS, Me,
July 30—(AP)—The general man-
ager of Scarborough Downs an-
nounced Saturday that the horse
racing plant will change from
day to night racing.

The decision to turn on lights
at Maine's only running horse
race track was approved by the
State Running Race Coémmission.
The Downs, which .opened July
1 for & 61-day meeting, will be
the east's first track where the
“runners” will go under lights.

RECENT VISITORS — Among
recent visitors to the Island were
Mr, and Mrs, Ben Bernard and
their son Maurice from Caron,
Sask. It was Mr, Bernard's first
visit to his home Province since
1921, He saw many changes and
much improvement. His_  eldest
brother Joseph dand his wife motor-
ed from Bridgeport, Conn, to spend
a fow days with him, The two
brothers had not met since 1912,
and what more appropriate meet-
ing place than the home of their
only sister, Mrs. Emanuel Gallant,
of Abram's Village. It was a happy
reunion which all partjes con-
cerned hope to see renewed move
often in the tuture, Prince Edward
| Island always holds a warm wel-
come to its sons abroad. Ben is.a
trusted employee of the Moose
| Jaw Water Supply Oo. snd has
been with them for 38 years.

QUEEN’'S COUNTY MAGIST-
RATE — Mr. Gilbert A. Gaudet,
Queen's County Magistrate, on
Saturday convicted on three charg-
es & man who smashed up the car
of & New Brunswick traveller near
| Alexandra. He awarded 18 days in
jail for drunken driving, 2 fine of
$50 and costs or 60 days for failing
stop at the scene of an' accis
t and $100 and costs or three
months for taking an automobils
without the consent of the owner

d further prohibited him from
z:lvlu an automobile anywhere in
Canada for a of two years,
A person accused of having intox.
feating liquor ‘in a place other
than his residence was fined $20

and costs or 30 days. One accused
. of creating, 8. distusbance

in &

.

BULLETINS FROM
BIRDLAND

“WINIFRED E. W1L50§

4

BARELY INDEPENDENT

Almost as soon as birds break
the shell they are given instruc-
tions as to when and how to hide
from enemies, Go near a nest of
tiny, scrawny Robins and you will
hear their mother, or father, or
both shouting out orders about
keeping still so as to avoid detec-
tion. - Then glance at the nestlings
and see how they obey. .

This series of lessons continues
for some time after the birds are
old enough to leave home, and
another subject appears on the
curricilum: what food should be
eaten, and where and how it is to
be obtained. Young Redwinged
Blackbirds have a choice of weed
seeds, grain, and insects, but are
fed in the bushes for quite a while.
The food problem is difficult
enough for any youngster in Bird-
land; but it may be imagined that
a Flicker has a much easier job
picking up ants than an Osprey
diving for fish. .

Well into August you can ex-
pect to come across birds nearly as
big as their parents (perhaps their
short tails being the only evid-
ence that they are juveniles) still
getting a meal without any effort
on their part, because even though
able to do some flying, they are
barely independent. Mother keeps
a watchful eye on her darlings.
Lijttle Bluebirds and Wrens are put

J to bed each night; young Marsh

Hawks fly a bit farther from home
each day.

Certain species can go on their
own steam almost as soon as hatch-
ed. This applies to Plovers, Gulls,
and Terns. Therefore Mother Na-
ture, as a precautionary measure,
provides them with special downy
costumes at birth. These are made
with daring contrasts of light and
dark, giving a blotched appear-
ance, and providing excellent
camouflage, because the outline is
broken up. Although able to get
over the ground fast as soon as
hatched, shore birds are brooded
by their parents for some time.
Herring Gulls are able to swim al-
most immediately. Even after they
are capable of flying long dis-
tances, juvenile Terns are still
fed by the adults. Rails and Wood-
cocks run around right away, so
must carefully obey parental
commands.

Mather Grouse needs to be pati-
ent, for her large family keeps
close to her for many weeks. The
same may be said for Mother
Duck, who actually makes herself
into a pleasure steamer, carrying
her whole family on her back when
she swims. Wood Ducklings fol-

in a hollow tree to some quiet
stream or pond. .
Are beach birds long legged?

public place was fined $10 and
costs or 20 days. A driver charged
with operating a motor vehicle
without having it registered for
the current year was fined $5 and
costs or 10 days. A charge of
reckless driving was dismissed.
A charge of driving while in-
toxicated was adjourned until
July 31st, and a man ac-
cused of possession of liquor not
acquired under his own permit
was remanded in custody until
the same date. On preliminary
enquiry on charges of arson the
magistrate found in one case that
evidence produced by the Crown
did not warrant committal for
trfal and in another a similar
charge was withdrawn.

—_——.

Personals :

Mr, and) Mrs. Gus, Cecchinl has
returned to their home in Calfornia,
after visiting Mr. Cecchini’s moth-
er, Mrs. Annle McCabe, Charlotte-
town, her sisters Mrs. Earl Chap-
pell, Bradalbane, and Mrs. Ray-
mond Gauthler, of Charlottetown;
also_her brother Ted in Charlotte-
town. This was Mr. Cecchini's
first visit to the Island.

Miss Marion Ross of London,
Ontarjo, and Messra Ellle Deveau
and John O. Tweedy, of Hamilton,
Omtarfo, motored to P. E. I. ar-
riving in Charlottetown Friday
morning. They will spend \a brief
holiday at their homes here, Miss
Rofs and Mr. Deveau in Fortune
and Mr, Tweedy in Earnscliffe,

IN MEMORIAM

In loving memory of Willard
Collings, Sturgeon, who passed
sway July 31, 149,

We who loved you sadly miss you
As it dawns another year;

In our lonely hours of thinking,
Thoughts of you are ever near.

Lovingly remembered by broth-
ers and sisters.

IN° MEMORIAM

In loving memory of Cpl. Law-
rence J, Murray who passed away
July 31, 1948,

He was taken without any warning,
His going left hearts filled with

from

Nﬂ,
But though he Is gone
amongst us,

low their mother from their home |

Plan Picnic
For P.E.l. Blind

At a speclal meeting of the
Charlottetown Women’s Auxiliary
to the Canadian National Insti-
tute for the Blind held at
the Charlattetown Hotel Saturday
afternoon plans were made for
the organization of a picnic
for the bhlind ‘of Charlottetown
and any other blind persons in
P. E¢ I. who are able to be In
Charlottetown on the day the
picnic is to be held. The Auxiliary
president, Mr, W, J. P, McMillan,
annouced that the picnic would
be held on August 10th but sald
that the site for the picnic wou'd
not be decided until early next
week, Arrangements are being
Lmade for transportation- and re-
freshments committees were form-
ed. This will be the first picnic to
be held for the blind of Charlotte-
town and it will bring pleasure to
those attending. The local Field
Secretary, Mrs. G. E. Wood, re-
ported that similar picnics, which
have become annual events
throughout the Maritime centres
are an important social event to
the blind participants,

The committees in charge of re-
fresh are planning an ape-
tizing menu, and there will he a
program including: games, quizes,
ete,, all planned particularly for
the enjoyment of the blind.

The Fleld Secretary reported to
the meeting that the Institute dis-
trict office will be moved from 166
to 142% Great George St. om the
first of August, where more office
space is avallable to carry on the
work which brings the many ser-
vices of the C. N. I. B, to the more
than 160 blind of the Island.

York Highlights

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Swan were
visitors to York on Sunday.

Master Neville Watts, Tracadie,
is visiting in York the guest of his
cousin Frankie Lewis.

Mr. and Mrs, Ernest MacDonald
and little daughter Deborah spent
Sunday in the city.

r. and Mrs. Harry Lewis and
two daughters, Marjorie and Mar-
ilyn, spent Sunday in Marshfield.

Mr, Charlie Craswell and two
daughters and son, Rustico, were
visitors to York on Sunday.

Miss Freda Newson, Dalvay Ho-
tel, spent Saturday evening at her
home in York. 0

Mrs. Simon Power is ‘spending
her holidays at her home in Pleas-
ant Grove. d

Miss Laura Watts, Halifax, is
spending her holidays at her home
in Pleasant Grove.

Mrs. Laura Bustain, city, spent
the weekend in York the guest of
her sister, Mrs. E. J. Vessey.

Mrs. Roy Keizer and family
Tracadie, were visitors to York on
Tuesday evening.

Mrs. Herbert Lewis, York, was
a visitor to Pleasant Grove on
Sunday, the guest of Mr. and Mrs.
Arthur Wyatt.

0 —

Mrs. William Crockett, York,
has as her guest this week her
sister and brother-in-law, of Bos-
ton, U. S. A.

Miss Shirley Cooke is spending
a few days at Stanhope Beach.
She intends to leave shortly for a
visit to Toronto.

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Craswell,
Rustico, were visitors to York on
Sunday, the guesis of Mr. and
Mrs. Gordon. Crockett.

Mr. and Mrs. Ira Carr, West
Covehead, were recent visitors to
York, the guests of Mr. and Mrs.
Peter Proud.

Mr. and Mrs. West Cooper and
family spent Sunday in Southport
the guests of Mrs. Cooper’s moth~
er who is ill.

Mrs. Reginald Barwise, city, was
a recent visitor to York, the guest
of her daughter Mrs. Fred Thomp-
son. \

Mr. and Mrs, George Watts spent
Sunday at Stanhope Beach, the
guests of their daughter and son-
in-law, Mr, and Mrs, Tom Knox,
who are camping there.

Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Vessey
and son Sterling, Winsloe, accom=
panied by Mr. and Mrs. Eric Mac-
Millan, Union Road, and little son,
were visitors to York on Sunday.

Miss Norma Lewis, student nurse

at the P. E. Island Hospital, is
pend her vacati at her
home in York, the guest of her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Harry Lew-
is.

Mr. and Mrs. Jack MacDonald
and three children, Boston, were
visitors to York last week where
they were the guests of Mr. and
Mrs. Irving MacDonald and Mr,
and Mrs, Ernest MacDonald, Mrs
MacDonald was formerly Dorothy
MacDonald of Covehead.

FEREARAEA RGN
“THE PLAR"

MONTREAL — (CP) — Alrport
Technicans here have constructed
Canada's  first  “Plar.” The half-
plane, half-cat is used to test air-
plane engines, It speeds from
plane to plane, the engines are
litted onta its back and the driver
tests them by checking Instru-
ments in the cab, )

re-
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In our hearts he will
maln,

Day and night we sadly miss you,
Deeply do we feel your loss, *,
Lonely in our home without you,
Help us, O Lord, to bear the cross.

-

Lovingly remembered by his
wite and famlly, ~ " PRy

&

PAUSE . REFRESH
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| Veroni - MacDonald

Weddin

‘

Helen Xathleen - MacDonald be-
came the bride of Dr. Anthony
Dominic Veroni on May 27th in
Holy Redeemer Church. Father
Baldwin officiated,

The bride was givensin mar-
rlage by her father. She wore a
gown of white satin with lace
_yoke and a short train, and wore
a headdress of pearls and bugle
beads, and finger-tip veil of tulle
illusion. She carried a bouquet of
red roses.

Miss. Carol MacDonald, cousin
of the bride was maid of honor.
She wore pale blue taffeta with
matching headdress and carried
yellow roses. ’

Frankie Veroni, brother of the
groom was best man. The groom's
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Tom Ver-
oni, Guelph, Ont, were present
for the wedding.

A reception was held at the
bride’s home. The bride’s mother
wore mauve with a white corsage.
The groom’s mother wore powder
blue with a pink corsage.

Following the reception, Dr. and
Mrs. Veroni left on a motor trip
to Moncton. They are residing at
Mermaid, P.E. I,

Farewell And
Presentation

A very pleasant evening was
spent at the home of Mr. and Mrs.
Lloyd Thompson on Tuesday ev-
ening when a number of their
friends and neighbours gathered
to bid them farewell before leav-
ing for their new home at Hamp-
ton, P. E. I.

Music and social chat was en-
joyed, after which an address was
read by Mr. Harold Doyle, while
Mr. Kenneth MacKendrick pre-
sented them with a substantial
purse.

The recipients thanked one and
all for their kindness, and invited
them to visit them in their new
home.

“For They Are Jolly Good Fel-
lows"” was then sung, after which
a bountiful lunch was served by
the hostess, assisted by Mrs. Ger-
ald Murphy, Mrs. Kenneth Mac-
Kendrick, Mrs. Avard Shaw, Mrs.
Tommy Hardy, and Mrs. Chester
Rice. The remainder of the even-
ing was spent in music and dan-
cing, music being supplied by Miss
Lorna Hardy, Mrs. Holden Shaw,
and Mr. Alton Hardy.

Following is the address.
Campbellton, P. E. I.

To Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Thompsen.

Dear Annie and Lloyd:

We, your friends and neighbours
of Campbeliton and vicinity have
gathered here this evening, on the
eve of your departire from Camp-
bellton, to express to you our
sense of loss in losing yourselves
and family from this community.

We have known you both from
your childhood days, and have al-
ways found you as worthy of our
respect, and in your daily living
and intercourse with your neigh-
bours you have both made many
friends; and to you, Lloyd, with
your unfailing cheerfulness and
sense of humor have made many a
meeting, or evening, a source of
enjoyment. And to you, Annie,
we have always found you willing
to cooperate and help in any line
of community and church work,
and your home always open for a
meeting of any good cause; and
this, coupled with your gracious
hospitality, has always made you
a charming hostess.

In your new home, we wish you
prosperity and happiness, and
continued good health, and trust
the move will prove of financial
bnefit to you and all of your fam-
ily.

We wish you to accept this gift,
to be spent in buying some article
for your home, that will be a con-
stant reminder of your Campbell-
ton friends, and with it goes our
very best wishes for your future
welfare,

Friendship’s house is made of gold
It's doors are open wide,

And love, and trust, and happiness
Are ever found inside.

It's in the city of the heart
Where stars shine all year through,
For friendship's house is made of
gold

By precious friends like you.
Signed on behalf of the people
of Campbeliton, .

Previous to this, Mrs. Thompson
was surprised by the ladies of the
W.M.S. and presented with a
lovely gift of Rogers 1847 silver
and a nicely-worded address.
Following is the address.

* W.M. 8, Address

Dear Annie:

We, the members of the WM.S,
have gathered here this evening,
and learning of your departure
from this community fo a new
home, cannot let you leave our
circle, without expressing to you
our sense of a very“real loss to our
Society, and all lines of church
work.

You have always been a regular
attendant at our meetings, and
sharing in the duties of office, and
as we are not a large group, your
loss will be felt all the more.

We heartily wish you happiness
and success in your new home,
both for yourself, your husband
and family, and trust that God
will bless and prosper you.

We would ask you fo keep a
kindly place in your heart during
the future years for “your friends
you are leaving in Campbelliton,

Please accept this gift as a re-
membrance of our fellowship to-
gether in the Master's service.

Signed on behalf of the W.MS,
and' Y.P. U,

Mrs. Wm. MacKendirck, Mzs.

Lloyd Bradppgw,

|  Religion and Life

By V Rev. Geo C. Pidgeon, D.D., L.L.I}
Upirst. Mnaeentor o€ by Vinltad Caatal & Casads
(Copyright)

As I write I have before me a
clipping: from The Telegram for
July 3 with its record of accidents
over the holiday week end. Fifty-
seven persons died in accidents
throughout the country, the black-
est record for the year. Of these,
there were twenty-six violent
deaths in Ontario alone. If that
number were slain in battle, the
entire nation would be in mourn-
ing, but, because they are the re-
sult of our ordinary way of living,
we just let them go on. We seem
to have lost our capacity for feel-
ing; tragedy of this magnitude no
longer shocks us. What a mock-
ery to speak of “Reverence for
Life” in such a context.

A friend handed me for holiday-
reading Albert Schweitzer's auto-
biographical sketch, “Out ot My
Life and Thought". This is the
man who in his twenties arrested
the attention of theologians the
world over by his studies in the
life of Jesus, and of musicians by
his interpretation of Bach’s music
both in theory and on the organ.

Then at the height of his fame
he resolved at thirty to study
medicine and to become “a Jungle
Doctor.” He wanted to give his
life to service in return for the
exceptional privileges he had en-
joyed and he chose as his fleld of
operations one of the most prim-
itive of African tribes.

He and his gifted wife were just
well settled in their work in Lam-
barene when the news reached
them that war had broken out in
Europe and that they must re-
gard themselves as prisoners of
war. The whole tragic situation
was a challenge to an intellect as
vigorous as Schweitzer's, and in
the leisure thus forced on him he
began to think through the probh-
lems raised by the war. He said,
“Now war was raging as a result
of the downfall of civilization.”
Not its cause, mark you, but its
result. For years he had felt that
the fire of our ideals was burning
low without anyone noticing it or
being concerned about it. Often
public opinion did not reject with
indignation inhumane . ideas, but
accepted them and approved of in-
humane courses of action adopted
by governments and nations. Even
for what was just and expedient
there was only a lukewarm zeal
available. We had made progress
in inventions and knowledge, but
he felt that in our mental and
spiritual ‘life we were not only
below the level of past generat-
ions, but that we were in many
respects only living on their ach-
ievements. Not a little of this her-
itage from the past was beginning
to melt away in our hands. Out
of it all—the war.

After making innumerable notes
on the thoughts that came to him
on the subject, and feeling that he
lacked an organizing idea, there
flashed on his mind, “unforeseen
and unsought,” the phrase “Rever-
ence for Life"” and he recognized
it as the key-thought for which he
was seeking. It is with the bear-
ing of this on our situation that
we are concerned here.

Is it not at the point of-“Rev-
erence for Life” that we are fail-
ing now with the tragic results
reported in the press? We are al-
lowing men to drive through our
streets at a speed which means
certain tragedy for a moment's
miscalculation. We pride ourselves
on our intelligence and yet every-
one knows that it pays better to
sell beer than to sell books. For
example, the writer just quoted
asks, “Have we white people the
right to impose our rule on prim-
itive and semi-primitive peoples?”
He answers, “No, if we only want
to rule over them and draw ma-

-terial advantage from their coun-

try. Yes, if we seriously desire to
educate them and help them to
attain to a condition of well-he-
ing.”

We see the justice of this in
Africa, but the principle has a
very direct bearing on education
and all other cultural agencies
and influences among us. Will not
the idea of “Reverence for Life"
in education lead us to give more
attention to making the man than
to fitting him for a job?

For years the practical has had
the right of way in education, and
about every subject the question
was asked, “What good will this
be to the student in the work he
is preparing to do}” People who
ask this question either do not
know or have forgotten that the
Rennaissance in Europe originated
in the re-discovery of the rich
thought and song of the past and
that it had a major part in Eur-
ope’s emergence from the dark
ages. Yet we, the beneficiaries of
that movement, consent to shut-

ting those treasures of the mind
and soul out of the lives of our
children. Premiers Asquith and
Gladstone took honors in the clas-
sics and were ‘prepared thereby
for practical statesmanship,

We cannot think of the Renais.
ance as a factor in re-making Eu-
rope without turning to the quick-
ening of its spirit by the Reform-
ation. Religion is always the main
factor in the rebirth of both' na-
tions and individuals. Said Jesus,
“I am come that they might have
life, and that they might have it
abundantly.”

What about those influences in
modern society which are destruc-
tive? Reverence for life made
Schweitzer their deadly enemy. He
writes, “The share that alcohol has
in the ruin of these peoples can,
therefore, only be prevented by
absolute prohibition of the im-
portation of all alcoholic drinks, of
whatever sort” Yet people view
today the tragedies that alcoholic
beverages are causing in our
homes, on our streets and highe
ways and on our entire ecomomie
and social life, and then listen
quietly to those who argue that
we can make people temperate by
flooding the country with alcohol.

The same is true with the traf-
tic in other vices openly advocat-
ed now —such as professional
gambling in all its forms. The dif-
ficulty of reform rarely lies in
those who want to do harmful
things for their own enjoyment
and to their own undoing; oppo-
sition to reform is always financed
by those who want to make mon-
ey out of other people’s indulg-
ences. The numbers in that categ-
ory are increasing rapidly these
days.

According to the writer we have
been quoting, “the man who is a
thinking being feels a compulsion
to give to every willto-live the
same reverence for life that he
gives to his own, He accepts as
being good fo preserve life, to
promote life, to raise to its highest
value life which is capable of
development; and as being evil to
destroy life, to injure life, to re-
press life which is capable of de-
velopment.”

wgnt of war in that light?

Wood And Paper
Highest Exports

OTTAWA, July 29—(CP)—Wool
and paper exports led the parade
as Canada's sales of goods to foreign
countries during the first half , of
1950 reached a new peacetime high
of - $1,430,600,000 the Bureau of
Statistics reported tcday.

Exports to the United States,
touching $905,000,000, were the high~
est in history of Canada-United
States trade.

The 1950 figure up $6,000,000 from
the previous record of $1,424,600,000
in the first half of 1949, saw Cana-~
da’s expcrts to the United States
account for 63 per cent of her total
shipments around the world, com-
pared with 45 per cent in the same
1949 period. '

Shipments ' during June, worth
$289,200,000 & record so far this year,
compared with $287,000,000 in May
and $255,100,000 in June last year, -

Sales_of $905,000,000 to the U. 8.
during the half year was up 31 per
cent from $690,800,000 last year.
While exports to the United States
increased, shipments during the six-
month period were lower to such
countries as the United Kingdom,
other commonwealth countries, Lat~
in Americasand Europe. ;

Report Russian !
Officers Mutiny

SALEM, Mass,July 20—~(AP)—A
former cfficer of the Office of
Strategic Serviges r.eporbed that
some 1 b
ders mutinied when they heard of
the Korean aggréssion and beach-
ed their submarine or returned to
Soviet bases without orders.

Nine of the sub chiefs, who were
former German commanders, were
executed, says Col. Roland W. Estey,
who served with the O. 8. 8. and
now is treasurer of the Salem Daily
News. Estey did nct identify his in-
formant.

In a story in the News Estey sald
that Soviet officers involved in the
affair were placed on trial and that
high Soviet officials “look upon
this situation as a direct mutiny.”

RED CROSS BLOOD DONOR CLINICS

Red Cross Hdgts., CHARLOTTETOWN—

Monday, July 31st .

vetviissesss.. 2-4 and 610

Tuesday, August 1st ......., ... 10-12 am. only

St. Mary’s Hall, SUMMERSIDE—
Tuesday, August 1st ......oviveveenno 6-10 pm.

High School, O'LEARY—

Wednesday, August 2nd

Women's Institute Hall at ALBERTON—
Wednesday, August 2nd ... cooviveiies

Dyaeve e e e i

7-9 pm,

Dalton High School, TIGNISH-—-

Thursday, August 3rd

iy budanaines 10019 &M

Borden High School, BORDEN—

Thursday, August 3rd

v e SN v st 1D DD,

1000 DONORS ARE NEEDED AT THESE CLINICS
TO MAINTAIN FREE RED CROSS BLOOD TRANS-
FUSION SERVICE IN PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND

W B

'y FOR NEXT THREE MONTHS., '
BE A DONOR and SAVE A LIFE!




