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Federal Expenditures

The Senate finance committee’s scrutiny
. the 1951-52 Parliamentary estimates
throws vivid light on the fact that after
military and defence production costs are
deducted, social security obligations and
statutory commitments such as the public¢
debt, deficits, movement of mail, etc.,, are
provided for, less than one fifth remains for
standard routine departmental expenditures.

Defence costs alone take $1,664 millions
of the total $3,587 millions main estimates
or 46.6 per cent.

The treasury statement prepared for
the committee shows that only $685 mil-
lions represents so-called standard depart-
mental operations and expenses for 1951-52.
Actually, the total is really only $672.8
millions if $12.4 millions the departments
provide for government officials and em-
ployees’ pensions and superannuation is
properly transferred to the social security
account.

The social security costs as set forth in
the tabulation accompanying the first of
this series take $722.5 millions or about 20
per cent of the total main estimates of
$3,587 millions. That is, too, without in-
cluding $258 millions estimated for the new
70-year pensions without a means test.

It seems from the foregoing figures
that any trimming that could be done on
only one-fifth of the total budget, other
than the $35 millions cut off by Hon.
Douglas C. Abbott, is not going to make
very much difference to taxpayers. What
this points out is the vital necessity for

‘most scrupulously careful administration of

social security payments.

farm Production Costs

The view frequently expressed that
.arm prices are exorbitantly out of line
with other commodity prices finds no
justification in an authoritative article on
Agriculture and Defense, by W. M. Drum-
mond, appearing in the latest issue of
“Public Affairs”, published by the Institute
of Public Affairs, Dalhousie University. The
issue is devoted to special articles on Pre-
paredness, and covers a wide range of
activities.

Mr. Drummond points out that in the
general price rise following the outbreak
of war in 1939, farm product prices re-
main relatfvely unchanged for quite a long
time whereas prices for many manufactured
articles climbed fairly promptly and ap-
preciably. The general result was that,
during the first year or two of the war,
the economic position of the farmer was
actually worsened because the relationship
between his selling and buying prices be-
came steadily more unfavorable. It was
not until about the middle of 1941 that the
special demand for food incident to the
war caused agricultural surpluses to be re-
placed by rapidly rising farm product pricez.
By the end of 1942 the post-1939 rise in

‘selling prices had actually surpassed the

corresponding rise in buying prices. From
then until the end of 1946 selling prices
continued to rise faster than buying prices.

Since that time, however, the opposite
has been true. Buying prices have risen
faster than selling prices, a;}d‘ this has
been especially true during the past year.
Whereas the index of farm selling prices
actually showed a two-point drop in 1950
compared with the previous year, the farm
buying price index continued to rise from
an average of 202 in 1949 to 216 in August
1950.

While it is true that the total increase
in farm selling prices since the start of
the war is considerably greater than the
corresponding increase in farm cost prices,
the more recent narrowing of the margin
between prices and costs means a reduction
in net farm income. These prices apply to
Canadian farmers as a whole. The price
index for field products has fallen steadily
and quite appreciably ever since 1948
whereas the animal product index has con-
tinued to climb during the same period.
This means that at the present time the
price-cost relationships of producers of
field ‘crops are far more unfavorable than
those of producers of animal products.

Consideration of various factors detail-
ed in Mr. Drummond’s article suggests that
farm prices will have to rise higher if pre-
sent production is to be maintained. One
point emphasized by the writer is the in-
creasing scarcity of farm labour and the
fact that the opportunity for reducing total
‘cost per unit through operating at fuller
capacity s considerably less now than

- |deenshire home.

formerly. Operating cash costs have gone
up because of the cost of operating and
maintaining the new types of machinery;
because of the increased use of fertilizers
and of spray materials for controlling
weeds, insects and other pests; and be-
cause the tendency to use more purchased
as distinct from home-grown grains. This
faet that operating costs now make up a
larger percentage of the total may make
farmers somewhat more hesitant about
maintaining or expanding production in the
event of a price decline.

Among other contributors to the cur-
rent issue of “Public Affairs” are Hon. L.
B. Pearson, Hon. Brocke Claxton, Hon.
Milton F. Gregg, Air Vice-Marshal F. R.
Miller, Major-General G. B. Howard and
Eugene Forsey. Every side of Canada’s
preparedness programmne is discussed, the
whole making up a. symposium of author-
itative opinion on matters of pressing im-
portance to every Canadian reader.

EDITORIAL NOTES

There is still the First of July com-
ing on which to sing ahout a land with
glorious sunshine blest. I

. » * L]

There is to be a Fall session of Parlia-
ment. The present session will be adjourn-
ed till October, and then a new session
summoned there and then.

» * -
Nova Scotia Legislature is to hold a
special session to impose new taxes to
make income and expenditure meet in their
1951-2 budget.
L ] L ] L ]

Twenty-five cases involving drunkenness
were disposed of in the City Police Court
yesterday. Even allowing for the holiday
weekend, this is a disturbing state of
affairs.

. . »

The stalemate in the Irish general
election is another reminder that while a
system of proportional representation as-
sures minority parties of some seats, it
does not result in strong government as
does the simple ballot.

L] * -

There must be a feeling of regret
amongst R. C. N. officers and men as they
take prizes off Korea. Such activities
would have meant wealth for all hands in
time past but, alas, prize money is no more
for Canada's seamen. :

» » .

Diego Rodriguez de Silva y Velazquez,
greatest of Spanish painters, was born
this date 1599. He long remained court
painter and favourite of Philip IV. He rep-
resents in art the dignified, aristocratic
national types although he began as a
painter of peasant life.

* L ] -
An important forward step is announced
by the Fredericton “Daily Gleaner”, which
now has available the resources of the Un-
iversity of New Brunswick Press, including
a modern mechanical piant and photo-en-
graving equipment of a standard equal to
any metropolitan newspaper. Since its
establishment in 1880 the “Gleaner” has
lived up to the best newspaper traditions
and its president, Mr. J. Alex Crocket, and
colleagues are to be congratulated upon this
latest development in providing up-to-date
service for their readers.

This is the Tth anniversary of D-Day.
The Germans were expecting an atlack on
a port but allied landings on the open
beaches and the pre-fabricated “Mulburry”
port proved a surprise. Canadian fighting
in the'following days included their famous
advance towards Falaise. In that “pocket”
the German Seventh and Fifth Panzer
armies were ruined and the pocket itself
eliminated on Aug. 22. American forces
carried out a vast enveloping movement
and then turned east to capture Le Mans
on Aug. 4. The German commander of
Paris surrendered Aug. 25.

Island MacLeods will be interested to
know that Flora Macleod of Macleod,
twenty-eighth chief of Macleod, of Dun-
vegan Castle, Isle of Skye, has announced
in Edinburgh that by her wish her 15-
year-old grandson John Wolrige Gordon,
who it is hoped will be accepted as twenty-
ninth chief of Macleod, is assuming the
name of John Macleod of Macleod. Con-
sent to this change of name has been
granted by the Lord Lyon King of Arms
in Scotland, Sir Thomas Innes of Learney.
The twin son of the late Captain Wolrige
Gordon and of Joan, younger daughter of
Flora Macleod, John was born 40 minutes
before his brother Patrick at their Aber-
The twins are now at
Eton. John has been invited to accompany
the present chief when she takes part in
the Scottish celebrations in Nova Scotia in
July and August to mark the centenary of
the sailing from St. Anne’s, Nova Scotia, of
the Rev. Norman Macleod and nearly 1.
000 Highland-born Scots of his congrega-
tion to found the settlement of Waipu in
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How ComE
YOU'RE LEARNING
ALL THESE

Found: The Quickest Way To A Man's Heart

THINGS ¢
N

>, -
" . SAVS HERE T0O THE ARMY

PUTS UP A FINE “FARE )

JUNE o, 1951

The significance ot Itho piop?ud

Rural Readers Penalized - |/

Globe and Mall, Toronto i

hll.Dll'ty are now on “com.

increases in p
rates was well placed before Par-
liament by Opposition Leader
Drew. - It is clear that there has
been much misunderstanding over
the purpose of the rates. They
were originally established not
with the intention of subsidizing
the publishers of newspapers, but
as assistance to rural readers.
They were intended to make it
as easy as possible for citizens re-
mote from the centres of popula-
tion to maintain contact with the
affairs of their community, prov-
ince and nation.

It was recognized by national
leaders of an earlier day that this
was important to the working of
democracy — that people without
information could not be expected
to judge wisely the issues on
which  ‘self-government  depend.
That they should be able to ob-
tain this information and have
freedom of choice about where
they will obtain it is quite as im-
portant an aspect of the freedom
?tt the press as the right to print

The newspapers of Canada have
respected the purpose behind sec-
ond-class mailing rates. In proof
of this is the sharp differential to

t the rural reader.

not matter what he rends’,t 1‘;0(::

comes by mail the CCF inteng

that he should pay more, g
. LI

We are not going to attempt tq
rationalize Postmaster-General Rip.
fret's decision to increase e !
rates. In our opinion, he has
wrongly assumed that deficits on
second-class matter are cayseq
chiefly by newspapers. Relatively
few of them are carried for apy
distance through the mails, apq -
the proportion of their total cir.
culations which 1s“mail delivereq
is not substantial.

A far heavler burden is .
posed by magazines, virtually a)
of which are exclusively deliver.
ed by the Post Office, but which
will continue to have a preferreq
rate. This s of a plece wity
the no more defensible discrimina.
tion against newspapers brought
about by the Government's ap.
plication of the 10 per cent sales
tax on newsprint. The mag.
azines do not pay the sales tax
nor do certain weekly newspapers
which for purposes of evading the
tax claim to be magazines.

It is significant to many people
that the Government which s
imposing higher rates on the

be found between home delivered
rates and rural mail subscriptions.
For this newspaper, the carrier-
delivered rate is $13 a year; a
mail subteription is $7. The post-
age rates are to be ralsed from
one and a half cents a pound to
four cents a pound. This will
mean that $6.24 of the rural sub-
scriber’'s $7 will go for postage
alone. Obviously, with all but 76
cents of the present subscription
rate going to the Post Office, the
newspaper will have no choice but
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’{hh column is open to the

by corresp

of questions of interest. The

Guardian does not necessar-

{ly endorse the opinion of
correspondents. N
LIQUOR SALES

ON INCREASE

Sir,—In the Government prop-
aganda, in preparation for the
new Temperance Act, we were
told that Prohibition is a failure
and that this new legislation
would be a great improvement in
less drinking and drunkenness.
Many became hopeful, and voted
for the new law. But now, after
two years’ trial, it is evident that
the real aim of this act is the sale
of more liquor, bringing in more
revenue, just as with any other
merchant who seeks a greater
turnover. The published accounts
of sale, for the past year, proves
this. The increase of sale over
1949 is $227,000; and the increase
of permits issued is 18,000.

This increase is shown in four
of the liquor ,stores retailing
drink, Charlottetown, Summer-
side, Souris, and Cardigan. The
Aldberton store shows a decrease
of 2242 permits sold, which they
say, is due to the religious meet-
ings held there-last year. Drink
and the religion of Jesus never
dicIit g0 together.

is bittenly disappointing th:
this beautitul Prov}i):ce o% i:f
telligent people, spent last year,
per capita, $22.55 in strong drink
that does no one any real good
and'some people much harm, A
family of 5 persons, wasting
$112.00 on drink for the year 1950,
is something to think about in
a world where millions of people
are starving. It is no compliment,
cx‘.her.to the intelligence, or the
Ch_rlstmn spirit of the people who
drink. The whole business of
making, selling and drinking
booze is on the low, level of self
first,
I am, Sir, etc.,
W. I. GREEN,

Stanley Bridge.
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DRASTIC LEGISLATION

The Prince Edward Island Reg-
ister of Tuesday, May 11, 1830,
gives the following outline of a
Bill “against Forestallers and Re-
grators”, which was passed by the

Legislative Council, sent to the
Assembly, and not agreed to
there:

“The first clause of this Bill
enacted, that whatsoever person
shall buy any victuals, or provis-
fons of any kind, for the purpose
of selling the same again in any
market in the Island, except at a
greater distance than five miles
therefrom, shall be deemed a
Forestaller.

“The second clause enacted, that
whatsoever person shall, by any
means, get into his hands in any
market in the Island, ‘any corn,
hay, fish, mutton, lamb, veal, beef,
pork, pigs, geese, capons, fowls,
chickens, pigeons, partridges,
hares, or other dead victuals
whatsoever’, brought there for
sale, and shall sell the same again
in the same place, within a month
after recelving the same, shall be
taken for a Regrator.

“The third enacted, that any
person convicted of Forestalling
or Regrating before two Justices,
shall be fined, at the discretion
of the said Justices, in any sum
not exceeding Five Pounds, and
for non-payment of the fine, to
be imprisoned for a term not ex-
ceeding two months, for every of-
fence,

“Such”, adds the Register ed-
itorially,, “is the outline of the
Bill sent down by the Council.
Our readers will not be greatly
surprised to learn that it never

hed a d readi in the

:Anembly."

$ ~ Notes B

“Life Is Threatened, Iranian
Premier Faints.” Somehow we
don't think he's quite rugged en-
ough for Middle Eastern politics.—
The Edmonton Journal.

The bone frame of the average
whale, it is reported, weighs about
45 tons., That's not surprising when
you think of all the fish lines it
has broken in Ontario alone. —
Hamilton Spectator.

Has handwriting become less
legible down' the years? This sub-
ject is troubling teachers in many
lands, including our own. In the
United States a pen company
conducted a survey of school prin-
cipals, and a fair majority believed
penmanship is improving. In
Yonkers, New York, citizens
scrambled through attics for old
letters and recipe books. The writ-
ing on these was compared with
that of children now at school. In
virtually every case the children
of today wrote better. Mrs, Irene
Burke, chairman of the committee
on writing in Yonkers' schools
claims the improvement is the re-
sult of the simpler type of writ-
ing instruction now current, and
the dropping of the old emphasis
on “arm movement". She says the
more utilitarian writing of today
is not likely to deteriorate so much
under pressure.

“When people get overburdened
they scribble”, Mrs. Burke said.
“Doctors are our worst scribblers
—next to newspapermen.” — Lon-
don Free Press.

The racial barrier in American
university education is slowly
melting away, even in Southern
states in which it was firmly main-
tained until a few years ago. A
ueeful short survey of recent de-
velopments has just been publishe
ed by the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in America.
One- thousand or more Negroes, it
estimates, are now attending un-
iversity classes in thé South along-
side white students, who are re-
ported to accept them for the most
part without show of hostility.
The movement seems to have gone
farthest in Arkansas, where two
hundred Negroes are now attend-
ing the state university, most of
them in the School of Education.
In Oklahoma,  Virginia, Kentucky,
Maryland, and Missouri (which is
not strictly Southern) Negro stu-
dents are working alongside white,
though in some cases they do so
only if the course which they are
following cannot be provided at 3
Negro college. In seven states —
the heart of the “Old South,”
apart from Virginia — no Negroes
have been admitted yet to the
white universities, but in North
Carolina the university trustees
have decided to admit qualified
Negroes to the university's pro-
fessional or graduate schools for
courses not available at segregated
institutions. The barrier is still
far from disappearing. The great
bulk of Negro undergraduates in
the South attend colleges for their
own race only; it is only in the
post-graduate field that they are
crossing the barrier in appreciable
numbers, In the schools segrega-
tions is etill strict. But the pro-
gress of the last few years would
have been almost inconceivable
twenty years ago; and it will ga-
ther force quietly as time goes on.
- Manchester Guardian,

One hundred years ago Mrs.
Amelia Jenks Bloomer made her
notable contribution to the wom-
en’s olothing industry. It was in
1851 that she created the style of
a short skirt worn over loose pan-
taloons. Mrs, Bloomer was a womse
an of conviction and determina-
tion, disdainful of the criticism
that burst about her head. Her

tal were attacked as ime-

ANCIENT SCRIPP
Egypt's “Book of the Dead” is &

series of formulas collected by the

priests of Heliopolis about 3300

BC,

proper, indecent and a threat to
public morals. But Mrs, Bloomer
stuck to her pantaloons and fired
broadsides at her critics, The old
Toronto Globe on May 15, 1851,

carried the following report: “The

The Way ~

to pass on the increase.

In the face of this Mr. Joseph
Noseworthy, CCF member for
South York, made an absurd at-
tempt to represent second-class
rates as a subsidy to the publish-
ers, enabling them to make ‘“con-

a

distribution of newspapers Is ths-
same Government which has just.
itied heavy subsidization of the
Canadian = Broadcasting Corpora.
tion on the grounds that it pro.
vides information and entertain.
ment to rural listeners beyond the
range of the big city stations. Its
inconsistency may be explained by
its power to command the services
of one and not of the other.

Allison M. Gillis,
LL.B.

.| vocate in Mrs. Bloomer, Editress

siderable

pantaloons. It appears by the Syre
aocuse Standard that in that town |age rates.

. fit.”
Yankee ladies were all bustle & |pmay feel :;:utt the
few years since; now they are all | newspapers is entirely irrelevant
to the issue of second-class post-
Mr. Noseworthy
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they wear extremely short dresses,
over loose pantaloons. “As a mate
ter of course this extraordinary
change in their costume, has given
rise bo censorious remarks among
old bachelors and ill-natured hus-
bands, but the dear little creat-
ures have found a friend and ad-

of the Lilly, a paper published 1t
Seneca Falls. She says: “Those
who think we look queer, would
do well to look back a few years,
to the time when they wore ten
or fifteen pounds of petticoat and
bustle around the body, and bal-
loons on their arms, and then im-
agine which cut the queerest fig-
ure, they or we. We care not for

COMPLETE
INSURANCE

SERVICE

the frowns of over-fastidious gen-
tlemen; we have those of better
taste and less questionable morals
to sustain us. If men think they
would be comfortable in long,
heavy " skirts, let them put them
on — we have no objections. We

‘ " { mited
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are more comfortable without
them, and so have left them off.
We do not say we shall wear this
dress and no other, but we shall
wear it for a common dress; and
we hope it may become so fash-
ionable that we may wear it at all
times, and in ali places, without
being thought singular. We have
already become so attached to it

AGENTS THROUGHOUT THE PROVINCH

181 QUEEN ST.

that we dislike changing to a long
one."” — Winnipeg Tribune,
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Dr. W. R. ‘Carson
Chiropractor

Joseph R. MacMillan,
LL.B.
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75 Queen Jtreet
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and your lights burning; and ye

Money to Loan Collections

yourselves like unto men that wait
for their lord, when he will re-
turn from the wedding; that when
he cometh and knocketh, they may
open unto him immediately. . . .
and this know, that if the good-
man of the house had known
what hour the thief would come,
he would have watched, and not

have ' suffered his house to Office Hours ——
broken through. Be ye therefore —
ready also: for the Son of man By Appointment

cometh at an hour when ye think

Dr. John E. Sterns
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We need another legend to com-
prise John P. Nicholison, Dr. A. L. Macisaac
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lore. LL.B. DENTIST
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