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LITERATURE:

CENTRAL AMERICA.

eidents of Travel in Central America, Chiapas, and Yucatan.

‘By John L. Stephens, Author of  Incidents of Travel in Egypt,

v Arabia Petrea, andthe Holy Land,” §c. §c. ~Tllustrated by
g,numerous engravings. In 2 vols.

deg " Mr. Stephens is favourably known to the Englilsh
g, eading public, for some lively, rattling, off-hand In-
* nts of Travel in Egypt, Asia Minor, Russia, &c.,
n“i‘ .~h have at.lained the unproﬁtfﬂ)le honour of two or
[“‘g'  rival reprints from the American edition. ;
© _.ntral America, Chiapas, and Yucatan, the regions
ha?h‘ Stephens explored, form the greatest part of that
‘dﬂ;ﬁ”" lrregl'llarly-shap_ed neck of land which unites the
oo Americas, terminating on the North 1n vagco,
ind on the South just excluding the Isthmus of Darlen.
" h?se who have not a modern map at hand, _w:ll form
“_ﬂsn idca of their position by hearing that they lie on the
|.'*'haimand opposite tothe West Indies. Chiapﬂs nominally
y SE‘ ngs to Mexico; so did Yucatan, but had just set u;;
o Wor ‘self when Mr. Stephens got there. The pohu?a
%‘ lition of Guatemala or Central America may be in-
ferred from the fact that our aatior was an accredited
htir!"m of the United States, and travelled with his cre-
e‘":%‘mials _and a diplomatic dress-coat all thmqgh th]e
; m%tlntéy in search of a government, without beiug able
S find one.
Wsoly. yycatan is an alluvial flat, without rivers or springs ;
iy d the water of the rainy season is preserved in large
Mg nks, which has caused a curious kind of fendalism :
Mstihe 1ndians being too improvident to take heed for the
k"'lglg'hormw, render suit and service to the great Spanish
- Bagigroprietors, on condition of being supplied with water,
| deselgnd are ad scripti aque instead of glebe. Guatemala
wealygind Chiapas have much more varied features.
oress [, Although the Andes have not in these countries the
ilgamib character they possess in South America, they
m,;:i.ée to a height safficient in the hich tab'le-land's}:.o _ﬁ)tr]m
elling), temperate climate—a perpetual spring within the
of the  ropice.  In the loftier ranges numerous active A
ays; theg O€s  are found ; mineral we:.ﬂ.th is said to exist 1 tderp,
¢ wowind of course there is a Brmsh_Company engaged in
ws. Wexhuming it; the loftiest mountain-pe
sotlegnost other parts of the soil are fertile
(the pegvery kind ; the p‘ains.and vallies tee
ore mpxuriance of the 'l‘ropxcs‘;
regetables, fraits, and grain of a temperat
n short, between the highest artl)
| ation, almost every plant can be grown W
;‘g.e:l‘bmap::::‘,climate on]}{pThe great natural advantage o
El: ﬁ; uatemala, however', is, the a!l bnt ready-
e ‘exion of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.
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President; but the Government he was in search of
depended upon a victory ‘which eventually happened to
be a defeat. However, the upshot was, Mr. Stephens
rode the whole length of Central America, turning aside
to examine any nataral curiosity or ruined work of art;
surveyed the line of canal that had been planned to
connect Lake Nicaragua with the Pacific, cutting his
way through the wood ; was present at the last contest,
which seems likely to establish anarchy in the state of
Guatemala, he and his party being the sole occupants
of a town in which the ¢ affair”” was fought out, except
the clergy, and people whose age or infirmity prevented
their running away. Arrived again at Guatemala, the
victorious Government were too much afraid of their
military protector even to ask Mr. Stephens for his cre-
dentials: and he departed, taking his return through
the Northern part of Central America, Chiapas, and
Yucatan, inorder to visit the ruined aboriginal cities of
Palenque and Usmal. The following are some extracts
from the work :—

jrera’s wife. Vowing vengeance, he commenced

followers, wh9 gradually ipcreased in number ; and
under the advice of a profligate priest, he issued pro

old usages and customs.
broke out among the party in power.

or such of them "as were left, either remaining quiescen
or joining the rebels.

simplicity and ignorance of an uneducated Indian,

ive volca-

SIGHT OF THE TWO OCEANS. volumes.

Beyond this we came into an open region, .where nothing but
cedar and thorns grew ; and here 1 saw whortleberries for the first
time in Central Auerica. 1In that wild region there was a charm
in seeing any thingthat was familiar to me at home,and I should
perhaps have becone sentimental, but they were hard and taste-
less. As we rose w entered a region of clouds; very soon they
became- so thick tha we could see nothing; the figures of our
own party were bardydistinguishable, and we lost all hope of
any view from the tpof the volcano. Grass still grew, and we
ascended till wereadied a belt of barren sand and lava; and here,
to our great joy, we imerged from the region of clouds, and saw
the top of the vlocar, withouta vapour upon it, seeming to min-
gle with the clear blie sky; and at that early hour the sun was
not high enough 10 fay ‘upon its top.

Mr. Lawrence, whahad exerted himselfin walking, lay down
to rest, and the doctorind I walked on. The crater was about
two miles in circumfernce, rent and broken by time or some
great convulsion : the jgments stood high, bare, and grand as
mountains,and within ere three or four smaller craters. We
ascended: an the Soutliide by a ridge running east and west till
we reached a high poil at which there was an immense gap in
the crater impossible tross. The lofiy point on which we
stood was perfectly cleayje atmosphere was of transparent purity;
and looking beyond 1]'1‘egi0n of desolation below us, at a dis-
tance of perhaps two thsand feet, the whole country was cover-
ed with clouds, and the g at the foot of the volcano wasinvisible.
By degrees the more disnt clouds were Iifted, and over the im-

to join them.

CARRERA’S ENTRANCE INTO GUATEMALA.

¢On Wednesday, Carrera joined the rebels.. He had sent his
emissaries to the villages, rousing the Indians, and promising
them the plunder of Guatemala; and on Tharsday, with a tumul-
tuous mass of half-naked savages, men, women,and children,
estimated at ten or twelve thousand, presented himself at the
gate of the city. The [rebel] Antiguanos themselves were struck
with consternation, and the citizens of Guatemala were thrown
into a state bordering on distraction.”

Efforts at negotiation failed.

“In the mean time, Carrera’s hordes were advaucing. The
commandant of the Antiguans asked him if he had his masses
divided into squares or companies; he answered, ¢ No entiendo
nada de eso. Tedo esuno.
that.” It isall the same.’) Among hisleaders were Monreal and
other known outlaws, criminals, robbers, and murderers. He
himself was on horseback, with a green bush in his hat, and hung
round with pieces of dirty cotton cloth covered with pictures of
the saints. A gentleman who saw them from the roofof his
house, and who was familiar with all the scenes of terror which
had taken place in that unhappy city, told me that he never felt
such consternation and horror as when he saw the entrv of this

buccaneering or partisan warfare at the head of a few

clamations, demanding, among other things, a retarn to
In the mean time, dissensions

| ! : One faction rose
against their quondam friends; the aristocratic party,

Carrera was applied to by the
weaker; and thus waslaid the foundetion of his rapid
advance, through the internal dissensions of the Spa-
niards, and their want of spirit and power of combining
together to resist, when resistance was almost sure of
success. The strange mixture of native energy, passion,
and intelligence in Carrera’s.character, with the native

strongly contrasting with his position—as well as the
strange events 1in his career, and the steps by which he
attained his power—must be read in Mr. Stephens’s
But we will take one passage—his first entry
into Guatemala, when the insurgent inhabitants of
Antigua, despairing of success, had called upon Carrera

(‘T don’t understand any thing of
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d Jowest points of vege-

Oceans.

seas once before.

mense bed we saw at thsame moment the Atlantic and Pacific
This was the ¢nd spectacle we had hoped. but scarce-
ly expected to bebold. § companions had ascended the voleano
several times, but on aceyt of the elouds had only seen the two
The pits at which they were visible were
the Gulf of Nicoyaand thharhour of San Juan, not_directly op-
posite, but nearly at rightles to each other, so we saw them
without tarning the:body.fn a right line over the tops of the

immense mass ‘of barbarians; choking up the streets, all with
green bushes in their hats, seeming at a distance like a moving
forest ; armed  with rusty muskets, old pistols, fowling-pieces,
some with locks and some without ; sticks formed into the shape
of muskets, with tin-plate locks; clubs, machetes, and knives tied
to the ends of long poles; and swelling the multitude were two
or three thonsand women, with sacks and alforgas for carrying
away the plunder. Many, who bad never left their villages ‘ be-
fore, looked wild at the sight of the houses and churches, and the
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r answer | threw me up once or twicet
e | off with one ‘man on each side.

se and

ting marts

‘monntains neither was mdthan twenty miles distant, and from
the great height at which stood they seemed almost at our feet.
It is the only point in the \rld which commands a view of the
two seas ; and I ranked th4eht with those most interesting oc-
casions when from the top dfount Sinai [ looked out upon_the
Desert of Arabia, and from wunt Hor I saw the Dead Sea. ©

THE CARRIA(OF THE COUNTRY.

magnificence of the city. They entered the plaza, vociferating
“Viva la religion, y muerte a log étrangeros !’ Carrera himself,
.amazed at the immense ball he had set in motion, was so’embar-
rassed that he conld not guide his horse. He afterwards said that
he was frightened at the difficulty of controlling this huge and
disorderly mass. The traitor Barundia, the leader of the Opposi-
tion, the Cataline of this rebellion, rode by hisside on his entry
into the plaza.

<At sun-down the whole multitude set up the Salve, or Hymn
to the Virgin. The swell of human voices filled the air, and
made the hearts of the inhabitants quake with fear. ‘Carrera
entered the Cathedral ; the Indians, in- mute astonishment at its
L i 3

We had brought thesilla t us merely as a measure of precau-
tion , without much expectat of being obliged to use it; butat a
steep pitch, which made my id almost burst to think ofclimbing,
I resorted to it for the first ti. Tt was a large, clumsy arm-chair,
| puitogether with wooden i and bark_strings. - The Indian
who was to carry me, 1TRe afh mem’wnr%mn-wm«
than five feet seven, very t. hut symmetrically formed. A
bark strap was tied to the aripf the chair, and sitting down, he
placed his back against the biof the chair, adjusted the lepglh
of the strings, and smoothed ibark across his forehead with a
little cushion to relieve the pryre. An Indian en each side
: and the carrier 1034 his feet, stood stillamoment,
icetoagt me on his shoulders, and set
L was great reliel’; butl could
feel every movement, even to thiaving of his chest. The ascent
was one of the steepest on the We road. Ina few minutes he
stopped and sent forth a sound U with Indian cﬂrrleys,botvvepn
e |a whistle and a blow, always pail to my ears, but which 1

never fult so disagreeable before. y face was tnrned backward ;

Tiful altar the uncouth images of their VITTHE e

broke into the house of General Prem, and seized a uniform coat,
richly embroidered with gold; into w.hich Carrera slipped his
arms, still wearing his straw-hatwwith “its green bush. A watch
was brought him, but he did. not know the use of it. Prf)lya})ly,
since the invasion of Rome by Alaric and the Goths, no_civilized
city was ever vis'ted by such an inundation of barbarians.

% And Carrera alone had power to control the wild elements
around him. As soon as possible, some of the authorities songht
him ont, and in the most abject terms begged him to state on
what conditions he would evacuate the city. He demanded the
deposition of Galvez, the chief of the state, all the money, and all
the arms the Government could command. The priests were

% - s i i im ; I words

1 : ST ; A i : ian | the only people who had any inflience with him ; and
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) Adar ghtorn by ptesting A\7ieM0 1 JtaNP families, and |more than a thonsand f;ednt s 1:;.[‘- k)lnlcnme ;'e;'iv ?:E::z: to the windows, and doors several inches thick, resisted the as-
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\ol.he".“ "#gm to. (rendst A f their ways; indeed, eXCePLalong carefully with his iift fogifrbahng that. the. slone of V“ice-Px‘GSi:ie:t of the Rlepubli‘c W?ls murdered ; the house of
baits his 1 eady seen oppcriec A1 to‘\,;rnq where a rock founs|which he putitdown was s!ea{‘:‘y aﬁf’"“l" b"f“’;.elhe hron*_'r:]'t Flores, a Deputy, sacked, his mother knocked down by a villain
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and the [knees seemed giving way.

Vice-

The ‘pice was awful, and the foreign merchants in Guatemala, which was reported to contain

a| We have no wish to undervalue the grounds the citi-

zens had for their panic, or to defend the atrocities of
the Indians, from the seizure of General Prem’s uniform-
coat up to the sacking of the house of Senor Flores.
At the same time, looking at the doings of civilized
soldiers when they take towns—Badajoz and St. Sebas-
tian, for example—and bearing in mind the personal
{injuries which their [ndian leader had suffered, we doubt
t|whether Carrera with his * hordes” might not be safer

visitants' of a city than Wellington and his heroes, or
any other Marshal of them all. ; '

?

EDUCATION—LETTER TO A YOUNG TEACHER,

(From  Dunn’s Normal School Manual.)

THE PLEASANTNESS OF TEACHING.

““ Most persons,” says Sir Walter Scott, ‘““must have
witnessed with ‘delight, the joyous barst which attends
the dismissing of a village school on a fine summer even-
ing. The buoyant spirit of childhood, repressed with
so much difficulty during the tedious hours of discipline,
may then be seen to explode, as it were, in shout, and
song, and frolic, as the little urchins join in groups on
their play-ground, and arrange their matches of sport
for the evening. Baut there is one’person who partakes
of the relief afforded by the moment of dismission,
whose  feelings are not so obvious to the eye of the spec-
tator, or so apttoreceive -his sympathy. I mean the
teacher himself, who, stunned with the hum, and suffo-:
cated with the closeness of his schoolroom, ‘has spent
the whole day (himself against a host) in controlling
petalance, exciting indifference to action, striving to
enlighten stapidity, and labouring to soften obstinacy ;
and whose very powers of intellect have been confound-
ed by hearing the sanie dull lesson repeated a hundred
times by rote, and only varied by the various blunders
of the reciters. If to these mental distresses are added
a delicate frame of body, and ‘a mind ambitious of some
higher distinction than that of being the tyrant of child-
hood, the reader may have some slight conception of
the reliefl which a solitary walk inthe cool of a fine
summer evening affords to the head which has ached,
and the nerves which have been shattered, for so many
hours, in plying the irksome task .of public instruc-
tion.” e
What a picture! The “tyrant of childhood” mak-
ing his escape from the dulness and noise, the heat and
suffocation, the tears and punishment of his wretched
empire! Who, with such a prospect before him, would
be a ‘school-master? If this touching and graphic de-
scription, so truz to nature, must be realized by the
teacher, what strange mockery to speak of the pleasant-
ness of teaching ! Happily for our puarpose, however,
it need not be realized ; the tyrnany and tears, the dul-
ness and the distraction, may all be dispensed with;
and enjoyments of the highest and purest kind, mutually
shared by the teacher and the taught, be made to occu-
py their places. = It is thus with some, and therefore it

fa

< g S
every other sitnation 1n life; and if these conditions be
not ‘observed, neither “peace nor comfort can be found
within its: precincts. . Permit me to enumerate some of
them. :

The first is, ABILITY TO GOVERN BY MORAL MEANS. In
a school it is of course necessary to resolve to rule ; but
this is not @/l that is necessary. Children are, to a
much greater extent than is generally supposed, reason-
able and intelligent beings ; they are just as much
influenced by motives as adults: and they ‘must be go-
verned very much in the same way. - Now,ifa teacher,
disregarding this obvious truth, insists upon . ruling
simply by the exercise of blind and brute force, he must
expect to reap the reward of his folly in the uneasiness,
vexation, and perplexity which such a course will in-
evitably bring upon him. Nor is thisall. By so doing, -
he at once chokes up the spring of some of the highest
enjoyments of which the human mind is susceptible.
All ‘men love power, especially moral power. The ex-
ercise of this kind of power, or what we call influence,
is universally grateful; the intensity, the exquisiteness
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