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Fablans Reach Seventy

Realizing that revolution simply means
coming back to the place of commencement,
a group of reformers organized seventv
_years ago with the object of socializing
society by education and constitutional
action. The Fabian Society has probably
had more influence on social reform in
Britain and other parts of the world than
any other group, although it was through
the trade unions that many of their pro-
posed reforms were given sufficient impetus
to be adopted.

Named for Q. Fabius Maximus, general- |

ly known as “Cunctator” or the “Delayer”,
whose cautious policy saved Rome from
Hannibal, the Fabians repudiated all violent
and sudden methods of reconstruction. Lec-
tures and tracts were their weapons. They
dealt particularly with education, the drink
trade, housing, agriculture, factory and
ranitary legislation, the poor law, munici-
pal enterprises and socialist tenets in gen-
eral. .
Many brilliant thinkers were attracted
to the Fabian Society and through it to
the British Labour Party. A minority, but

highly vocal minority, of that party is re- Many were crushed to death as panic-strick-

eruited from the believers in militant Com-
munism.

It may be sald today that we are all
socialists. It is merely a question of de-
gree. It would be hard to find anyone who
would want to see roads, bridges and the
post office operated as private concerns and
yn the other hand there are equally few
who want to nationalize the land and all
other instruments of production. Many of
sur reforms such as children's allowances,
sld age pensions would have been regard-
sd by our ancestors as socialistic as would
government enterprises such as the C.N.R.
or the C.B.C.

Legion Objectives

The proper treatment of veterans by
the Government ls not the sole nor even
the principal reason for the existence of
the Canadian Leglon but it certainly is a
major concern of that organization. The
treatment of veterans is also of concern to
the general public and it 1s of Interest to
note the particular changes in policy or
practice which are being advocated by the
Legion.

The basic attitude which the Leglon
wants to see adopted Is that the soclal as-
glstance given free to old people, children,
the blind and others should not be a
measure of the maximum assistance to be
given to veterans who have done far more
for their country than. merely living in it.
It is also advocated that allowances be paid
to the dependent children of War Veteran
Allowance recipients; that the value of per-
quisites, such as wood cut on his woodlot
and milk and eggs from his own stock
cshould not reduce the W.V.A.: that First

World War veterans who served In Eng-| quotas on fish imports is the latest pro-|

Jand but not in France or Belgium be en-
titled to W.V.A. as are veterans of the
Second World War.

be granted to veterans who were declared
physically fit on enlistment and who subse-
quently suffered disability of which there
had been no previous record; that the
adopted children of disability pensioners
should qualify for an allowance;
pensions of dependent parents be increased
to $100 a month for one and $125 a month
for two parents.

Treatment regulations should permit a
sliding scale of payment by veterans whose
income ig in excess of that now permissible
but is not high enough to pay the costs
at full rates.

The Legion advocates that the period
during which re-establishment credits for
the Second World War be extended to 1960;
that the benefits of the Educational As-
sistance Act be made available to war
orphans seeking vocational training as they
are now available to those seeking uni-
versity training and that the Veteran Land
Act administration make direct loans to
veterans interested in the “Build Your
Own Home” programme.

All of these proposals call for the ex-
penditure of public funds and must neces-
sarily be carefully studied befote adoption.
It should be agreed by all fair minded citi-
zens, however, that the assistance given
the veteran and his dependents' is on a dif-
ferent basis from the social security offer-
ed to the population as a whole and should
not be restricted because it might be fi-

-

that i

nancially impossible to place other benefic-
ijaries on a par with those receiving assist-
ance as veterans.

Pompeli Excavations

Archeologists, digging at the ruins of
Pompeii for 205 years, have succeeded in
uncovering one-half of the famous buried
city. Block by block the ancient metroplis
is being cleared of the 20-foot-thick layer
of volcanic ash and stbne that entombed it
in A.D. 79, says the National Geographic
Society. An army of 1,000 workers has
restored hundreds of private homes, shops,
temples, open-air theatres and public baths.
Extensive bomb damage suffered during
World War IT has been repaired. But to

tlement, at least another 75 years will be
required, the Italian government estimates.

At the time of its burial, Pompeii was
I six centuries old.
'mercial center as well as a fashionable re-
!sort for wealthy Romans. Cicero had a villa
l'at the foot of nearby Mount Vesuvius. The
Epopulation exceeded 25,000. In A.D. 63 the
| city was razed by an earthquake. Scarcely

of further quakes, the Roman Senate a!
lfirst refused to appropriate restoration
funds. It later relented, and a new, even
| more luxurious city rose on the site. Six-
| teen vears later, on a hot August morning,
the final calamity struck. With a terrify-
ing roar, Vesuvius erupted an enormous
"cloud of flame and smoke. Burning lava
“flowed down the mountain's shuddering side
A black blanket of ash enveloped Pompeii.

Trapped in their homes and in public
buildings, hundreds were smothered by
‘poisonous gases. Others rushed into the
(streets and were killed by falling rocks.

" en residents mobbed the city’s exits. When

|the skies cleared and Vesuvius quieted two

idays later, survivors returned briefly to
| search for the 2,000 victims. Feeble at-
| tempts to raise the buried town were soon
‘abandoned. Later volcanic eruptions add-
ed new layers of ash and earth. Finally,
ed beneath rows of vines and greenery.

More than 1,500 vears later, in 1594,
a group of men laying a water
;stumh]ed onto the ruins. The blanket of
| volcanic ash that destroyed Pompeii had
‘also preserved it. Works of art and sci-
ences and objects of everyday life were
miraculously Intact. Organized excavation
operations were begun in 1748 by Charles
III of Naples. Early treasures
\from the ,ruins were removed to the Naples
| National Museum or sold to private collec-
';tors. In recent times the pricless articles
| have been left in their original positions,
and Pompeii has developed into one H
Ttaly’s greatest attractions.

Vesuvius still casts a constant shadow
lover the restored city, and
fear it may one day undo their work. The
volcano has erupted from time to time, but
there has been no modern catastrophe com-
parable to Pompeil.

{

|

EDITORIAL NO1ES

One of the first problems to face Presi-
dent Auriel of France was Premier Laniel's
offer to resign. Tt is not surprising that
| after the difficulty of his own ~lection he
| decided not to accept the Premier's resig-

nation.
L] Ll L]

Far better than recent for

appeals
posal by Massachusetts senators.

;the money collected from tariffs on fishery

| .
" industry.
L] » .

| The blanket of silence which envelopes
| the interview of American authorities with
Mr. Gouzenko will do no harm so far as
‘providing enlightenment -to the investigat-
ling committee is concerned. It may, how-

| ever, prove a disappointment {o anyone

tion.
L] . L

Sir Ernest Henry Shackleton, British
Antarctic explorer, died this date 1922
Born in county Kildare, Ireland, in 1874,
he was third lieutenant in an Antarctic
expedition in 1901. He commanded furth-
er similar expeditions in 1908-9, 1914-16,
and In 1921 for a proposed three-year tour
of Antarctica. He died aboard the “Quest”
off South Georgia. His workz inc¢lude
“The Heart of the Antarctic”, and “South™:
the Story of Shackleton’s Last Expedition.

The streamlining of United States tax
laws means a substantial saving to taxpay-
ers both in money and in effort. Even
greater reductions are needed, according to
an English economist, for the purpose of
stimulating the economy, but American
authorities take the view that other factors,
including social security benefits and high
incomes, will enable production to be main-

! tained at a high level.

complete excavation of the 145-acre set-|

It was a flourishing com-

a structure remained undamaged. Fearfu!

Habit
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The Passing Scene

By Observer

A VISIT TO A NONAGENARIAN
' .

- For thres consecutive Ohrist-|Cato, the renowned Roman states-
mes Eves I have journeyed to|man (cire. 200 :.-C.), took up the
Georgetown to extend the sea-|study of Greek in his 80th year
son's greetings and birthday felic- |'and became proficient in “that
itations to Mmns. Charles Johnson |language. Even "earlier than that
who was born at Boughten Island [the poet Sophocles was the same
on December 26, 1856. That means, |age when he produced his greatest
as anyone can see, that she is now | work. Chaucer was 30 (a good age
98 years old. 76 of these have been |in those days) when he wrote his
spent in her present home, a fact “Canterbury Tales”, and Goethe
whioh helps to support an old |was well past the four-score mark
Georgetown claim that permanent|when he completed his glittering
residence in that town is, per se, [and immortal “Faust”.
a reasonable guarantee of longe- C O Q

vity.

(<} 's oldest resident, s
Mrs McKinnon, passed away only
a few weeks ago at the ago of
103. Mrs. Johnson now occupies|the same. They showed by example
the place of distinction and one what modern social scientists are
feels that it would be difficult to|P! as & new fashion,
find anyone more deserving of the|namely, that old age does not
honour. She will fill it with dig-|necessarily imply mental and phy-

Those men, and others like them
who could bs mentioned, were,
of oourse, not ordinary people;
they were, human beings, just

|

|

| PUBLIC FORUM
|

This column is open to the
di i by corresy dent:
of questions of interest. The
Guardian does not necessar-
{ly endorse the opinion of
correspondents.

set.
V‘\.'HXSTLE UP YOUR COURAGE | The war-stained buckler and the

. . I, Sir,—1 remember a day when nf-<
even the last vestiges of Pompeii disappear-'ier 1 had seen buried my dearest
“friend I didn't whistle but I sang
|"Rock of Ages Cleft for Me”; and
cwalked the floor back and forth
conduit ' My courage returned and I was
lable to takeg up my work and go
This is a day when we great-
'ly need courage, a day when we
Isee our hope of peace lying buried
a mass of vituperation
Truth lies trampled in
!the gutter; and evil seems to sit
1upon the throne. Every Christian | -
iman and woman is praying [or!MVIYvQ. ! ) }
retrieved peace but peace does not comewhe didn't belong to his kinship

|We catch at straws of hope. We and felt that he was justitied by
(are like men adrift on the open
sea, far from land, watching for a wise;
. sail, A cloud rises on the horizon, | dignified to help a man in need;
and a wind the next moment dis- ‘bu?. the Samaritan who was even

lon.

beneath
I and scorn.

| sipates the cloud.
What a tonic

that mountain where

their
age he

and posses land.

years of

sia to talk

of lions.

throne, the Almighty.
every tear that falls,
| every cry that

sees far beyond to the day when | !
and
goodwill, and dominate the earth.
It is that|somehow, all this evil and con-
fusion is working out the divine
| products, some twelve million dollars, be Et,‘{p‘(’?,ﬁ;,_lﬁgu’?“ﬁf, ‘;: é,"od‘”“o}’,‘:}:

It is proposed that disability pensions ! allocated to research and promotion for the. r

tmen shall live in  peace

heart testifies to that.

to our courage
same people are! I often think of
old Caleb at 85 years asking for
the giant
q sons of Anak lived. By the help of
archeologistS ' God he was going to route out
At 40
with  Joshua
brought in a minority report urg-
ing Israel to go right up and pos-
sess the land and was stoned for
his pains. And now at 85 years he
has not lost his courage. We think
too, of Sir Winston Churchill, at
79 proposing to go alone to Rus-
face to face with
Malenkov that keeper of the den

Where do those men get their
courage that seems to rise head
and shoulders above all ordinary?
They believe in a God who rules
the universe, and rules it in mercy |armaments to force them to stay
and love. There He sits upon His a8 they are, hungry and starving.
He sees | YeS,
He hears |€every dollar in taxes on arma-
ascends but He | ments in a time of peace.

s

evealed in Jesus, Every Christian
“We know
that all things work together for

%
' Poets Corner

FROM WHEN IT IS FINISHED

| When it is finished Father, and we
|

bright blade by,

Bid us remember then what bloody
sweat,

What thorns, what agony.

Purchased our wreaths of harvest
and ripe ears;

Whose empty hand, whose emply
hearts, whose tears

In this Gethsemane

Ransomed the days to be.

—Marjorie L. C. Pickthall

too, when the Jew fell among
theives on the Jerico road that the
after examining him saw

passing on. The priest did like-
he thought his office too

lan enemy to the Jews, moved
with a heart of love for suffer-
ing humanity, instantly rendered
tirst aid. Yes and did not Christ
as recorded in Matthew 25th chap-
ter, tell us that for neglecting to
care for the sick, hungry naked
etc, we would never see the
Kingdom of God? And the work
and teachings of the apostles
was to this end. James, and chap-
ter, declares faith without good
work is dead. Why is it we wor-
ship the birth of Christ but go
very little further, especially when
it comes to those foreign nations?
The truth is we're going to suffer
for our selfishness.

Christ was called the Prince
of Pgace and is. But we have
regarded His word lightly. We
preferred, rather than send them
of our surpluses of food, to build

Canada spends 50 cents of

This
the price or punishment for
not regarding His Commandments.
We needn't become so haughty
militarily as to think God is dead
or that He does not punish na-
tions for sin. Here's a true story
about Germany, lest we might
imagine God is asleep. Hitler told
his Nazi troops the morning of
the invasion of Brussels, that they

good”, were about to make history for
1 am, Sir, etc, Germany, for one thousand years.

W. 1. GREEN |Yes, they made history for this

Stanley Bridge. period it is true, but for shame

THE PRICE OF PEAOR

Sir,—I may say I was very pleas-
of | Yes,
. . . . of even as each state in the universe
more interested in publicity than informa-| the need of many of the worla s | and when' nations violate His rule

led to
General

editorial
warning

read in your

Marshall’s

and contempt, as Belgium was a
neutral, Hitler again proclaimed
he would own the Ukraine, and
the great agricultural riches of
Russia.

God has a law of justice

(And P. B L)
L}
STORM FATALITIES

From the Royal Gazette, March
24, 1835:

“During the terrific snowstorm
on the night of the 1Tth inst.
Mrs. William Mackay, with an in-
fant six months old, left James
Bernard’s, French River, New Lon-
don, for her own house, which, al-
though only ten chains off, she
was destined never to reach alive.
It would appear that the unfor-
tunate woman had lost her way,
as, on search being made, she was
found next morning in a field
within seventy yards of her own
house, with her infant lying in
her bosom, both quite dead.

“On the same night, John Mac-
arthur, & man 73 years of age
with his wife, of Portage, Lot 33,
left their son-in-law's, to return
to their own house, distant about
three hundred yards. About half
way, the aged couple got com-
pletely bewildered, from the viol-
ence of the tempest.
having arisen hetween them as to
the road they were pursuing, Mrs.
Macarthur sat down, with a rug
over her, and was found unin-
jured next morning. The old man
was found dead among the
stumps, about a quarter of a mile
off.
“An Inquest was held on Wed-
nesday last, on the body of John
Blanchard, laborer, who was found
lying on the street on the night
of the 17th, and conveyed home,
and shortly after dled, from thc
effects of exposure to the in:
clemency of the weather.”

punishment is meted out,

For Germany’s sin of unbellef
and disobedience she is split wide
open and Russia, remember, will
never surrender her eastern sec-
tion unless through another war
which would mean a civil war for

Germany.
Now in olosing there is hope
through Christian ocharity, even

through means of the United Na-
tlons along with other gifts, that
we maw hold India. It was good

clergyman advised Ottawa to spare
some of our surplus wheat to those
needy souls.

Of course we must not go all
out on the social side. Salvation
by faith in Christ without money
and without price is a glorious
story for all those in the prison
house of sin. But faith without
works of charity is dead for the
acting body of Christ.

I am, Sir, etc.,
H. PRIDHAM
Alberton: R.R.

LONDON — (OP)”— Damage to

cookle-shell beds by oil waste in

the River Thames led the Kent and
Essex sea fisheries committee to
ask the London port authority to
institute preventive measures.

A dispute ‘be bare and aegative.

news to read that one Anglican‘

nity, grace, and. charm, all of sical inactivity.
which qualities will be accentuated *
by a lively, cheerful humour.

e &

L] .

Muss. Jomnson, like most old
people, likes to pretend that she

In the course of my latest visit,|1s & very old-fashioned person. She
following the usual but perhaps|isn’t, actually. In going about her
hot very sensible practice, I|household tasks, doing a little gar-
thought of asking Mrs. Johnson [dening in the summer, and read-
if she would tell me to what she|ing a little in the long evenings,
attributed her long and pleasant |8he 18 practising in her own quiet
life. However, before I got round |Way the very latest principles of
to it, she said: “All my life I have |normal psychology as they concern
never disliked anybody.” My ques- [0ld age.
tion had been answered before it| There are a lot of very old peo-
was asked. ple on this Island; more, I believe,

It isn't long ago when this kind |than in any other part of Can-
of a recipe for longevity—or for |2da. Let them not imagine for
anything else for that matter — |One moment that their days of
would have been regarded by |usefulness have gone. Out of their
knowing people as utter sentimen- |long and varied experiences, some
tality without a shred of evidence|of Which have been marked by
to give it meaning, much less val- |lights and some by shadows, they
idity. Now, the psychologists are have much to teach the rest of
saying that they can't think of |Us. For them all I should like to
anything more conductive to good |take the liberty of quoting a few
health and spirits than a charit- |lines from a poem written by
able disposition, The historic dis- {Henry Wadsworth Longfellow when
tinction between mind and mat- |he was an old man.
ter has been virtually discarded| “What then? Shall we sit idly
and there is general agreement a- down and say
mong the specialists that what| The night hath come; i ls no
goes on in the mind is often the longer day?
key to the condition of the body. Cut off from labour by the fail-

This does not mean that the gen- ing light;

tle and kindly always live to be ~ Something remains for us to do
old, nor that the cantankerous or dare;

always die young. It isn't quite| Even the oldest tree some fruit
as simple as that It does seem to may bear.

For age is opportunity no less

Than youth itself, though in an-
other dress,

And as the evening twilight fades

infer that a mind biased towards
goodwill is a great help to physi-
cal fitness.
L

It used to be thought that, re-
gardless of the physical condition,
when a person reached 75 or 80 it
was perllous to do anything more
strenuous than rocking back and
forth in a sof-ly cushioned chalr.
As for intellectual activities of
any kind, these were out of the
question. Creative work, physical
or mental, was only for the young
and vigorous No one could learn
anything, much less teach any-
thing, after he nad reached three
score and ten. After that, to the
few who got beyond it, life must

away
The sky is filled with stars, in-
visible by day.”

Charge them that are rich in
this world, that they be not high-
minded, nor trust in uncertain
riches, but in the living God, who
giveth us richly all things to en-
joy; that they do good, that they
be rich in good works, ready to
distribute, willing to communis
cate; laying up in store for them-
selves a good foundation against
the time to come, that they may
lay hold on eternal life.
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Just how it all started in the
first place is difficult to un-
derstand; a look at the records
shows that there have always
been people who combined gen-
jus with old age. A few instances:
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B.A
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OPTOMETRIST

population, a need of great neces-
sity must be filled else we may

| loose forever nations that are mu}
‘. friendly to us. Did it not shock us
| to find China , become our bit- |
| ter enemy even more than the
Korean war itself?
‘ Surely with all the knowledge |
and education we possess today it
shouldn't be an impossible thing
to point out the chief cause of
‘this break in relationship with
this great country, 1

General Marshall himself says
the most important thing today is|
a _ spiritual regeneration which
would re lish a feeling of
good faith among men generally
and especially those who are dis-
couraged in life with low stan-
dards of living. Y tratfle.

Why s it that our Ohristlan
Church has never accepted the .
challenge of Christ to help feed
and clothe those underprivileged
people? In fact when we realize
the little we have done in nearly
two thousand years it 8 no won-
der they have cast us off and ac-
cepted something they know noth-
ing about, The Old and New
Testament teaches very clearly that
we are our brother’s keeper, we
know what God asked Cain when
his brother was missing, We know
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REMEMBER

DURING THE HOLIDAY SEASON AND AT ALL TIMES—
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IF YOU DRIVE, DON'T DRINK.
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