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Custom Dates
From 1843

By RONALD BOXALL

1t all began in the year that the
finishing touches were put to Nel-
son's Column in Trafalgar Square.

¢ Christmas was coming and the
y Victorians were laboriously
ing greetings to relatives and
iends. All except one man,
mspj:d.}-'{enry Cole (then plain Mr.
Cole) had fallen behind with his
c},rrespondence that winter of 1843.

" There just wasn’t time to write to
all the people who ought to be
written to. But the man who found-
ed the Victoria and Albert Mu-
« geum wasn’t to be put out by a
jttle thing like that. ;
© “The idea struck him that his
friends might be content wl;h a
rinted card. Doubtless he felt that

¢ Dafter all, it is the thought that

earl,
writing

. counts.” Cards would at least be
no’;;le. artist Cole chose to design
\he world’s first Christmas card
was J. C. Horsley, a popular paint-
P is day.

”'l"llnfv ,:‘I:S\?n was considered the last

 word in artistic fashion, and a

thousand copies were printed 'at

. summerly's Home Treasury Office

. in Old Bond Street. Those not
peeded by Mr. Cole were sold at a

illing each.
’hslel\:-al of these origixllal Cole-
Horsley cards have sur\{lved: and
one of the most interesting is re-
produced here. It was sent by
Horsley to ‘‘His old young lrelpds
Emma and Agnes.”” (The spelling

and the rather ham-fisted wit-
ieism — are Horsley's own.)

Though this was the direct an-
cestor of the 500 million Christmas

. cards that were sent in Britain

alone last year, it was not an um-

*trellis of rustic work in the Ger-
manesque style divided the card
. into centre and two side panels-
The sides were filled by represent-

ally superseded by the turkey as
principal Christmas dish, but at
the Queen's College it is still
served in the traditional manner.
This

ished with bay and rosemary,
with an orange in its mouth, and
the snout gilded. The dish had a
ritual
Norse mythology; Freyr, the god

Bringing in the Boar’s Head at

boar with golden bristles,
the Queen's College, Oxford, in
1846. During the sixteenth cen-
tury the boar's head was gradu-

the boar’s head, with
snout, celebrated the renewal
solstice. At the Christmas fea
the boar’s head was brought
dish is

ceremonial first

ad SUECESS § ti A .
qualfied  success ‘,;l;:] ‘h‘;qutﬂl‘“a,,d mentioned at a royal banquet in|collection made by Wynkyn de
‘(}“‘“ﬂ'"p,'f' dzqg:ilged 'it thus: ‘A |1170. The boar's head was garn-|Worde in 1521, The three verses
ueries, SC N

significance derived from [in triumph.

(Courtesy U. K. Information

«and the clothing of the naked: in|

ations of the feeding of the hungrY‘or light and fertility, rode on a

Office)

|
the centre compartment, a family |
were shown af table — an old man
and woman, a maiden and her
" young man, and several children
_ and they were pictured drink-
ing healths in wine."”

for “trying to wed art and manu-
facture,” but also for ‘‘encourag-|¢
ing drunkenness.” But what his
eritics couldn’t know was that Hor-
. seley — no matter how crudely —
had started something that was to
“grow into a vast world-wide in-
dustry b
Yet Christmas cards did not
really catch on with the public
until about thirty years later. This
‘was parly due to the crudeness of

no relation at all to the festive
scason — and partly to the high
cost of postage. But with the in-
troduction of better designs, color

pularity. Then, when the postal| .
rates were reduced in 1871, they
really arrived.

/ol

|
o as criticised not only ette butt, a match, a screenless

Hons SYRSSHCE JUHS fireplace, or a faulty electrical cir-

joy and gladness into heartbreak
as it did in many homes last year
throughout Canada.

most of these fires could have

simple rules.
may save a home—yours.

danger of the Christmas Season
the cards themselves — many bore [ Firstly, added decorations are too
often not
the increased tempo of entertain-
ment increases the hazard from
mluplaiced clgar:!!e lll:lutul and ﬂn
rinting, and greetings in verse, |Wrappings which will blaze like
3"_, cards gradually gained in po- tinder if ignited.

gestions:

Fire Precautions at Christmas

During all the joyous festivities
the Christmas Season, a cigar-

uit may -at any time change the

guide to safety.
An even greater tragedy is that

een avoided by following a few
A little extra care
and does not produce

Two factors contribute to the

flameproofed. Secondly
are a dangerous fire hazard and
dry tree should not be given hous
room. To further help preserv
away from drafts.

Let's look at a few safety sug-

many of the electrical, decoration

The dispatch of Christmas cards
was still on nothing llke the mo-
dern scale, of course, but the
habit had grown sufficiently to
cause concern among our staider
Victorian ancestors. The London
“Times” was moved to complain
about the craze of people trying
to outdo each other in the number
of cards they acquired and the
subsequent hold-up in the delivery
of “legitimate correspondence.”
Despite this disparagement, how-
ever, the Christmas card industry
— for that is what it had become
—developed so quickly that in
1880 Sir Adolph Tuck launched a
nation - wide competition to dis-
cover original ideas for his firm's
cards. Five thousand entries com-
peted for 500 guineas in, prize mo-
ney — a big sum in those days —
and Royal Academiclans acted as
fudges.

Emboldened by success, Sir
Adolph began to commission welk
known artists and famous writers
for designs and verses. Lord Ten-
nyson, the Peet Laureate, was one
of those approached. Turning down
an offer of 1000 guineas for a dozen
verses. the poct then in his elght.
feth vear, wrote to Sir Adolph:
“You cannot imagine with what
regret I have forfeited this oppor-
tunity of world-wide fame; for, be-
vond a doubt, these verses would

hi

cr
ce

as
fin,

lar,

Sin

[

cannot flatter myself even my
Bame is known,'
Around this time,
derwent a drastic
pearance. Previously
bore little, if any, relation
season. Some even depicted
r?‘er :;enelst-h It;hm ‘;ﬂ
changed w e Introdu
robins, holly, mistletoe, T s
scenes and other ‘“‘Christmassy” |Th
motifs. The public loved -
nnii{ still do. the!ln =
ore and more enuity
now going into Uhhrliun. e'|=
productfon. Elaborate cut -
shapes, intricate and dellcate lace-
work, satins and bows, jewels and
beads, gold embossing — even 3-D

A

the cards un-|to

tish

or four
Severely-stockinged
card wag ed.
'.Thls was thought daring at the
hrm‘v-, but we moderns — if we
(_;‘{' any taste at all for animated|all
’h_rlstmaa cards — demand some- | Chri
N g more exciting - Jike the publ
w"e‘L \Lmlch launched a rocket-ship [to *
» s
Plays "Sﬂe:tpe l:l:db't'?r g byl .
& hangle,

inches of

will
addi

This diq not come

all at once. | 1880

The search for novelty in Christ-
mas cards was unending. One firm

cards with frost that really glitter-
ed. Unfortunately,
enough crushed mica to make as

But production went on

for mica.
The quest for novelty proved ex-
pensive more than amusing for a

He found an old painting of the
goly Family
able and sent it to a friend with

The friend showed the painting
experts who promptly identified it

back after spending nearly 12,000
pounds in legal fees.

No account of novelty Christmas
cards would be complete without
mention of the smallest and the

record was sent to the Duke of
Windsor when he was Prince of
Wales. It consisted of
grain of
scribed in Indian ink:
“To his Royal Highness -
The Prince of Wales,

have found their way into many|Joseph G.
ar corners of the earth where I|London, England.

Most Christmas greetings, how-
ever,

that was|pattern, And their

thirteen

months
Indeed, ‘th
mwdhuhounn.

abroad each
been e

This year, more
ankle as the|than eyer before

Britain. Once again the post-office

at the. turn of since the phrase was colned by
harrassed Postmaster . General in|there

Association or the
t upon the idea of decorating its
have successfully
hazard tests, X
Al?. Watch your glectrical circuits
may threaten to overload the cir
cuits in your house. If this hap

they hadn't

any cards as the public wanted.
with
ushed Epsom salts substituted

electricians put in \new circuits

rtain Herr Hollinger of Germany. |that are not heavily loaded,
in the Bethlehem
bear. Remember,
scribbled Christmas greeting.

to

a missing Rembrandt. Hollinger

ally gave up trying to get {t[of grief behind.

gest ever sent- The smallest on|the dead of night.

don’t mix. If you must use candles
keep them out of
reach. Better still, use the electric
varfety and be certain.

7. And on Christmas Day (moth-
ers, this will be your chore) pick

rice on which was. in-

up those gift wrappings as soon
g8t Chrlrs:‘:'n:'rg:"un” as possible. When they are safe in
Gillot Pen Co., the garbage can, we know they

can't add to a fire under the tree,

Obey these simple rules and
those which your own Fire -De-
partment will give you. Remember
your Fire Department stands ready
in the background, supported by
national safety organizations such
as Underwriters’ Laboratories of
Canada, Domginion Board of In-
surance Underwriters, Dominion
thousands of people in [Fire Prevention Associgtion and
Mt all through the year.|Canadian Standards Association,
year's cards were planned [hoping that you and yours will
Years , and samples were|Will have the merriest (and safest)
to n,:go.. overseas

ago.

Season 1929."”
nd the largest? This is believed
be a card sent to President

conform to the traditional

roducti
s production keeps

at least | Christmas ever.

export, Millions are
vy To'fireproof your Christmas (ree,
which is still a hazatd even with
m!ﬂe lights, select your tree
to six days before you intend

to decorate it. Then weigh the
buy ome-fourth as many

of ammonium sulphate. as
tree weighs. This chemical js
most stores that sell
of ammonium
pints of water to

T
?

engage extra staff and
tional transport to get them
to their destinations before
stmas Day.sTt khows that
ic will ignore the exhortation
Post Early For Christmas” —
as it has been ignoring it

a|the

hold the tree up-
the tree diag
a l:'l;ge cut
e solu-
place, away from
and - leave it
the solution is |

2

sym-
bolising the rays of the sun, and
its gilded

light and growth at the winter

to the singing of a special carol,
which appears in the first printed

of this carol symbolise the Holy
Trinity, and the boar's head be-
comes Satan defeated and borne

1. Use flameproofed decorations.
For greatest safety, many manu-
facturers produce flameproof mat-
erials that were tested and classi-
fied by Underwriters’ Laboratories, |§
and these products bear the fam-
iliar Underwriters’ label as your |

2. In selecting the tree pick one
that is small. A small, welHormedJ
tree can be decorated easier and |
more attractively than a large one |
the same |
hazard: To preserve the tree, place
it in water or moist earth, there-|
by keeping the needles from dry-|
ing out. Dry Christmas tree needles |

your tree, keep it in a cool corner |

3. Avoid decorations of paper and !
candles on the tree. Here again.

and Christmas tree lights bear the
label of the Canadian Standards
Underwriters
Laboratories, signifying that they |

s tief - SHE WILL LOVE IT!

the added decoration lights |

pens, you can either have qualified |

v | (1] "

bring extensions in from circults | LAY-"'AWAY for Chris'mcs
or
scale down your decorative scheme \
to fit the load your circuits will |

the fuses lre‘
there for your safety and installing
heavier fuses is an invitation for |
fire. And this menace Is always too |
ready to accept, leaving its trail |

5. After your Christmas enter-
taining, check your furniture for [ - \
lighted cigarettes. A butt will stay t
smouldering under the sofa cush-
ion for hours and come to life in

6. Remember children and candles

the cildren'g

O A

And Christmas Cards Were

King Richard’s Feasts He Wrote

q ” h _— k ”
Once upon a medieval Yuletide, exhorted or given in the spirit of c nistians Awa e
King Richard III of England cele-' generosity appropriate to the sea-
brated at Litchfield—and during| ., i Majesty could well affora’ The most popular of all

the
"zf‘sr';,"“‘xs:’: ‘:'e(:‘? c‘:)’:les’:":e"g to give Christmas feasts for the Christmas carols? Probably the

Of course, the feudal set-up pro-| POOr like the one given in West- -€stive hymn, Lhnsuanj awake,
vided the great lords with the minster Hall in 1248, which lasted Salute the Happy Marn.
wherewithal of magnificance- the| a week.
lords received gifts from their ten- Striving to outdo his predeces-) |, .
ants and kings received gifts from sors and give his successors some-, &'
their nobles; and the graduated|
sca'e for giving and receiving wal'
as well ascertained as the quid-

Byrom, of Manchester, was

thing to shoot at, Henry VIII kept A5ked to pen some verses for his
onnguletide at which 3ého cost gf laughter to send as a greeling to
gold cloth that was used amounted ,, " !riends. The verses beginning
dam_honorarium of any barrister | to 600 pounds alone. He had tentg| 'Christians awake” were the re-
or physician. erected and artificial gardens 'of-| SUlt. A copy of Dr. Byrom's in
Queen Elizabeth received a large ted within the spacious hall of the| 3piring lioes was, sent to John
| part of her wardrobe as gifts from| tents to joust in tour ts cov.| Wainwr ight‘, prEasistic AtheRManz
her courtiers, and if the quality or| ered from head to foot with gay| M ol Cach Fiickwas
quantity were not satisfactory, the, ribbon streamers, emerged from | taken by them that he immedi-
donors were unceremoniously in-| the gardens to entertain the guests. ately composed the tune known as
formed of the situation. Preparation for the feasting un tlockport. 1 haieh the words
When Henry I entertained a|such occasions is perfectly appal-| (o dhbe rod” yanry lune. written
thousand knights, peers, and as‘|ling to epicures of the 20th century D T T
sorted nobles who came to attond —and can only be vaguely com-|
the Yuletide marriage of the Prin- prehended by considering that! The carol, “Christians Awake,"
cess Margaret, His Majesty re- Richard II normally employed 3,- was sung for the first time the
;e;l‘;/oed a royal Christmas gift of 000 cooks to prepare food for the' ‘ollowing Christmas night — out-'
o m:n::chg}:.:o :Ogr {(a(:rkoxen 10,000 persons who dined — irre- side the home of Dr. Byrom. And
With similar assistance, whether

spective of special feasting—at his the choir was conducted by John
expense every day. Wainwright.

Nearly two hundred years ago,!

i old legend, placed there to light

| Christmas Candles -

It would be astonishing, indeed. about bayberry candles burned on
if no candles appeared in homes ' Christmas.
| throughout the nation on Christ- . . ¢
mas Eve. The legend which sur-+ During the early history ol Que
'munds the custom is believed m] country, animal fats were relative-
| have started in Ireland . ! ly scarce. The branches of the/
| bayberry shrub were covered with
There on Christmas Eve a large wax-giving berries and children
candle was burned which could be were given the task of gathering
snuffed out only by one named| the berries when candles had to
Mary. As the Irish put it: “Who| he made so that the animal fats'
knows, on some Christmas Eve, could be conserved.
Jesus and Mary and Joseph may|
come again, not to Palestine but  According to tradition, one \vho’
to the Holy Isle on the fartherest burned a bayberry candle on
edge of Europe? | Christmas Eve or Christmas Day,
| would have long life and a happy
Their first use for Christmas is!' one.
not recorded in the annals of any
nation, but. that the ‘‘Christ Child
candle burned in the window on
Christmas Eve is, according to an

An old verse reads:

To learn your luck for the year
they say,

b i Chrisf
His way if He makes an carthly Bu;:y.. bayberry dip on Christmas

visitation and atonement for the
" ! i o If the flame burns

Born

The” Christ Flower”

One flower appears im most
homes at Christmas time — the
chrysanthemum. You may imagine
that this is a natural happening,
for, after all, there are few other
flowers at the end of December.
Actually, the chrysanthemum -
which means ‘‘Christ flower,” has
its origin in the story of the Sa-
viour's birth.

It is said that the Wise Men,
when trying to locate the stable
where Mary and the Child were
lying, saw a small starlike flow-
er at the side of the road. One of
them stooped down to pluck it—
and as he did so, the stable door
opened, revealing the birthplace of
Christ.

That first chrysanthemum, was
it became known, was white. To-
day, the flowers that grace our
Christmas festivities may be any
colour from blue to vivid orange,
proof of the florist’s art.

The Christmas berry or Califor-

night of His birth when there was bright and| yja holly 1s a shrub found chiefly
no room for Him. | the light shines clear, in the chaparral area of the
Good luck will be yours through-|Sierra Nevada mountains of Cali-

Also among the legends is one out the year.”

fornia.

FOR THE
HOME

of

st
in

This Christmas
Gifts Of Lastin
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MODERN LANE CEDAR CHEST

Popular blond oak chest, with self-lifting tray. Available in
other finishes. Free moth protection guarantee, upon proper
application.

* Gifts That Beautify
* Gifts That Are Useful

* Gifts That Keep on Giving every
day of the year.

GIVE FURNITURE

«on CROCKETT & STOREY Ltd.

Give

g Pleasure —

2775—Handsome walnue waterfoll
trimmed with eontrasting paldso. Has selfh
rising tray. Rubbed and polished finish.

RO

A Symbol of LOVE--

The CEDAR (or Hope)
: CHEST

Her age matters not —
be she 16 or 61

S

| Select your gift chest now—

. Delivery.

rnoM. 62'“ bp

For Real COMFORT

* Never So Co

CROCKETT

Smart New
i

. * In Glass

more tables—

When thinking

* In Metal always be sure that
* In Wood most acceptable.
* In Pottery

Many sets of beautifully

and are grouped
matched lamps, each 24 in-

ches high, all with reflector

bowls. They make delight- ¥ woeod" finish.

ful gifts!

From $7.95 to $45

them now.

mtmm:ms‘:l:tzm :dx::r YOUR CHRISTM As STORES -

|

- CROCKETT & STOREY Limited

ATTRACTIVE TABLES

. Every living room requires 3 or

Many of the Tables are on display

floors. Such groups include beautiful
French Provincial styling with "fruit-

You will be pleased if you .cw

A CHAIR

* Never So Comfortable
* Never So Many Styles

* Never Such Values

CHOOSE TODAY FROM

GREAT SELECTION

lorful

& STOREY'S

Do B PRy

of gifts you can
a Table will be

around the sales

Chai

A perfect gift for any fam-

ily! Table and chairs are

enameled steel; washable
plastic backs and cushioned
seats; washable plastic table

top.

Card Table and

rs

Complete

1 .50

CHARLOTTETOWN AND SOURIS




