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¢ Author of ** Miss Caprice,’
tL ss Dr. JACK, ”
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APTER I.

FUGITIVES OF \HE ZAMBEZI.

lt was in June, 13836.

Airica Was In a state of

ana grave questions pres-
suselves tor Solution, Jame

Ris historic ride over

ler in response to the aj pea

i funde in «OGhumnesi ure,

“A his Waterloo at the hands of

Oo Paul and his horde of

hile further? merth the  hol-

of tom-tom or wWwar-dru:

he land of the fierce Matabele

Liluwayo had undergone a sieve
ie renegade Zulus Were onl

back after a most desperat . |

eries of encounters inowhichethe I|css-

been heavy On both sides,

It was  it@etd ‘a period” frauveht
.ith tremendous issues to the dariuc

“axon settlers of South Afric:.

listory Was being made every-da’

s in America thirty, tifty, an, hin-

‘od vears ago, so it is in this new

Vonderland of to-day —- step by step

he border has been pushed forward,

"» councry Wrested from savaze &-
and siperstition ard made

htoom Jilé the, rose.

t half a century hence

t African Chicago with a mil

ha’ *antsS may Pear its 3

where

s had

iorance

iaPs

ion
. Ver ir eTr-

to-ar the

eather in their kraals

e destruction of their white

fate.

torch

a.

where the of civiliza-

$ “Oo“~~*

g A GoddessofAfrica
A Storyof she Golden Fleece.
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some montns ver Wwitn a

of many porters, and a guard

fighting men capable of doing consid-
erable dathave when armed with mod-

re revinue

ol

ern appilances for conducting the art
of war.

Hence, their present wretched con-

dition woud indicate that they must

have been engaged in numerous ser-

ious battles Ill fortune seemed to

have haunted them; men in whom

they trusted deserted from the expe-

dition; Others were slain, or fell into

the hands of the hostile negro tribes
through Whose country were

compelled to pass.
Thus their numbers had dwindled,

but with undaunted courage they re

turn back. Finally  over-

Whelming disasters had come upon

them, just when ‘Hastings believed

the tremendous work he hadset him-

self was about to be carried out, and

after a series of hot engagements
with the savage enemy, the twofor-

they

fused to

lorn’ fugitives, believing they had

distanced their pursuers, threw them-

selves upon the ground under the
great tree that stretched its ygiant

arms out to shiel@ them from the :

light of the declining sun. Hastings
looked haggard, but there was a
gleam in his clear eyes that spoke of

an unquenchable spirit—of a heart
that could not be conquered by ad-
versities.

He even smiles to see howcareful-
ly the odd genius at his side ceposi-
ted his packages ‘upon the ground,

caressing them as tenderly as thourh

thee were dear torshis heart, which

Was the exact truth, since the bun-

dles contained the sole results of his

weary months .of scientific research

' durings this venturesome pilgrima:e
| through the heart of the Dark Con-

tinent.

As the savant would never desert

! to

"n hes rev--lled. the darkness of iv-

we \rica Waited long and

ti Is,’ Put?’ the hour cf her eman-

inion hes arrived. The love ct

tree loedstone t*at has Crawn|

to sants to this e1d o: the

el just as it sent the Spariard;
1") r Cortez to Mexico and Fizarro

6 Peru, opening up new worlds

to be conquered

tow long would California have

re uained undeveloped had it not been
for the wonderful. discovery of her.

rec!c¢ea deposits that created a mad :

stumpece from all quarters of the

giohe in that Ci-ection?

lt was in this month of June, never

to be forgotten by those pioneers of
Scuth African civilization, that the

series of re narkable events which it

is our pleasure to string together in
the form of a romance, took place.

The day was just at its close when

two rather sorry-looking individuals

stagcered under the shelter of a

viant tree in the heart of the wild-

to the north of the Mato-
and with their numerous

dropped to the ground, evi-
almost utterly exhausted.

There was that about thetaller
and more robust to indicate the Am-
erican, While his companion’s voice

and manner of speech proclaimed him

iit
PES,ppo

bundks,

a son of fair France.

Professor Jules Verdant had, in his

ardent desire to discover new Wwon-

ders that would send his name ring-

ing down the ages, undertaken many

Quixotic expeditions, from spending
two years on the mighty, fever-

haunted Amazon to dangerous _pil-
srimages to Fez, to old Khartoum,
and Ashantee: but when he undertook

to pierce the heart of Africa in com-
pany «With a bold young American,

in the hope of meeting the tri! of
dwarfs, spoken of by other travel-

ers, and possibly solying Darwin's

vreat theory, he realized that it was

cestined to be the most serious ex-

pedition of his life.
His companion, Rex Hastings had

been influenced by other motives taan
those connected with stience, and

what the nature of the mission might

e that urged him to undertake such
tremendous hazards will in due

coulse of time be made manifest.

‘hey had started in on the Fast
just south of the Zanzibar

by the Sultan Hamed,

es

OAS,

ountry ried
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these trophies while he had streneth
“tote’’ them, it finally devolvel

upon Hastings to carry both guns,

the ammunition and what other ar.

ticles thev had left out of the im-

mense stoc\ With Which the e pedi
tion had becun.

He now proceeded to open one of

the packages and produced a sparins

amount of food.
“Come, We must take a little re-

freshment, professor. Tt has ten a

hard dav, and I fear we've lost our

last man. My mind would be more

at ease if I knew how matters were

going on to the south. Those ru-

mors of an uprising of the Matabele
disturb me. If they prove to be true
Il. fear» we, shall never be able to

reach Buluwayo.’’
The French man of science, having

ascertained that his thirteen precious

packages ‘were all there and in good

condition, concescended to share in

the humble recast, and his manner

Was just as charining and the volume
of his chatter just as unrestricted as

though he stood in his dearly bhelov-

ed Bois de Boiogne or under the Ar

de Triomphe.

The joily little professor cer-

tainly a boon companion for a lon

journey, Since he knew how to chase

dull care away.
Hastings did not appear fully at

ease, for his eyes almost constant],

roved over the ground they had cov-

ered in arriving at this tree, and

more than once he looked s:-rious.,

while his hand involuntarily reached

out in the cirection of the repeatin
rilie, that had served him. faitafuily

all through these months of Wander-

ing.
The shadows had commenced to is-

sue” forth frqm_ their hiding-places,

and the forest seemed peopled with

grotesque goblins that would re

quire but a small stretch of the im-

agination to transform into skulking

was

blacks, eager to close upon the fugu-

tives.
In reality it was a peaceful scene.

and under different conditions Hast-
ings might have experienced an un-

abounding admi:ation for the prime
val charm that rested upon that Af-
rican wood, neopled with feathered
songsters, and in spots radiant with

the bloom of countless flowers
thourh this was the season corres-

ponding to our blerk November.

‘‘Mon Dieu,’’ said the Gaul, as he

hit into the piece of hard tack which
had been given him to enaw upon,
‘zis is one supper fit for ze gods—

at least it is a shame two ventlemen

studenfs dp not fare better. Stil] J

have ze hope we are coming near ze

end, Monsieur Rex, and @at’ before

long we sall only look back upon zis
experience with a smile.”’

‘*Perhaps, muttered the other,
still Watching the skulking shadows
suspiciously, ‘‘and I shall be glad tor
your sake, professor, when wereach

a place of safety. As for myself,

you knowfull well T have only had a
taste.’’

“\ taste—parbleau! hear ze man
—~a taste, when for ze month not one

day it have pass wizout we,;place our

heads in ze lion’s mouth—not one

night zat We feel sure we will see ze morrow's sun. Legar! I like your
nerve, sir. Pray tell me zen when

ausfoota armthe to get.
ot er expedition. Now that I

know my wonderful secre§ was not 
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the vaporing of a <razed brain but

founded on actual truth, I am more

resolved than ever before to win the

game. In my pocket, as you know,
[ carry positive evidence that the
treasure Of the dead volcano is no
myth, no Sinbad the Sailor illusion,
but an actual bona-fide fact. I have
sworn to devote mylife to securing
it, and I am a mantostick closer

than a anustard plaster.’’
“Ah! zat will I vouch for, and a

companion royal. Nevaire will I
forget how you stand over me in ze
gloom of zat night and beat ze hum-
an jackals wif ze butt of ze gun.
But, Monsieur Rex, do not think I

am quite blind because I Mave so de-

voted been to ze interests of science.
When you turn ze face to the north
once more, I am postif it will not
only be to find zat wonderful treas-
ure of ze extinct voleano, zat lies in
ze heart of Africa, but because zere
is One hope of again looking on a
beautiful face zat charm us both.’’
Hastings appeared a little confused,

as though the French savant’s shot
had indeed struck very close at
home, but he laughed it off.
“What's the use of denying the

soft impeachment, professor? To my
dying day I shall néver forget the
startling impression that fair idol
made upon me as seen in the midst
of a thousand black kneeling wor-
shippers. She was as beautiful as
a dream. I have seen her in my
sleep since —-.I shall see her always.
Yes, I would turn myface again to-
ward. that. land of heathen darkness
and fetish worshipers if no other in-
fluence, NeVved.. me than a’ desire »to
once niore feast my eyes’ on’ her face
But say no more upon. the subject.

We are not yet aut of the woods; and
I fear these unseen perils maybe too

much for. us,.if,,as ave have reason to

suspect, the.Matabele god Milimo has
sent the. blood drinkers out to war.’’
“Sacre! if zat be ze case, our only

hope is to turn aside, following ze
big hills and ze small ones, kopjes
zey call ’em,, so. zet we go around
ze plateau between ze rivers Gwelo
and. Khami, zat mark ze home of
Matabele.’’

‘‘How long is this plateau, profes-
sor?’’ asked Rex, who relied consid-
erably upon the superior knowledge
of his companion with relation to

the topography of the country.

‘‘More zan cne hundred miles across
and half of zat north and south.’’
Hastings shrugged his shoulders

the reply.

“That means more days of hiding

at

and going hungry, more nignts ot
travel. Well, we can do it, profes-

sor, if given half a chance; but it
goes against the grain. What
wouldn't I give for a regiment of
our militia just now. What a
sWathe we would cut through the
land W here the beastly tom-tom

sounds and incites’ the black war-
riors to battle.’’
“And I would be charmed quite

could [I but have ze regiment of
Francs-tireurs on ze ground. In ze
mirror of ze mind I- can sec Zzem
charge upon ze heathen-—what care
zey whether ze assegais fly as thick
ag hail stones, and ze bullets sing
like mad hornets past zere ears. For

Mon Dieu! what

such heroes-—ze

and fly — zey
Weapons, and

ze lilies of France!
can stand before
black impis_ break
throw away zere
shriek to zere god to save. Nothing
can resist ze charge of ze_ terrible
tigers. So newglorics are Won, and
aguin England goes hand in hand
with France in peopling ze desert
places of ze ear Such thoughts
inspire ze lonely traveler, who blazes

 

ze trail of civilization through ze
wilderness, and whose torch E
Just there the professor came to

a sudden pause in his really eloquent
effort, not that his breath had given

out or his subject ceased to arouse
enthusiasm. It was because Rex sud-
denly clutched him by the arm and
dragged him to the ground with a
single muscular effort. And as the
savant assumed this involuntaryhor-

izontal position, there was heard a
strange hissing whirr. followed by a
dull thud, and turning his head the

professor saw quivering in the tree
trunk, with its lancet head buried
three Inches deep, a deadly assegai of
the warlike Makalakas.

  

 

CHAPTER II.

THE BORDER LAND OF ETERNITY.

Again did Professor Jules owe the
preservation of his life to the quick

wit and ready hand of his companion

in arms, since, but for his hasty de

scent from a perpendicular that mur-
derous weapon of a South African

warrior must have passed through

his body.
Hastings realized that the crisis he

had feared was upoa him, since their

pursuers were on deck, filled with the

geal of warfare, and determined to

accomplish their destruction.

He was a man of action, this

American, and even though the con-

dition of affairs seemed next to hope-

less, such a thing as surrender to the

inevitatfe never entered his mind.

This is characteristic of the Anglo-

Saxon blood——a grim determination

to go down with colors flying.

It has been madehistorical on

many a bloody, field of battle in Eng-

land, Scotland, America, yes, wher-

ever the English language is spoken

throughout the world.

If die he must he would meet his

fate with face to the foe, a Weapon

in his hand, the fire of battle in his

heart.
That would be the glorious end of

a brave soldier — who could wish a

better?
As! with one hand he dragged Ver-

dant) to the ground, hig other reached

out and clutched the repeating rifle
<
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that lay cer\ee DY.

In days gone by that wea
served him faithfully, and he
could place reliance uponit

i ad <n

vy 4} + >Sv Fhe rf

now. So

long as there was a leaden messenger

pon

kne

Within its chamber, and he had the

Sstreneth to press the trigger, i:
would send forth its deadly sum-
mons, until a breastwork of victims

encompassed him about. Ag Travis

and Crockett fell at the Alamo in

Texas, with Mexicans piled waist
high around them, so_ this bold son
of Illinois meant to meet his end.
Considering the desperate nature of

the situation he was remarkably cool
and collected. He had anticipated
just such a decisive moment as this
and in his mind arranged his method

of meeting the crisis.

‘To arms! they come, the Turk,
the Turk!’’ was ‘what he shouted in
the ear of his ally, and the men of
that gallant Greek patriot Bozarris

certainly could not have shown great-

er agility in pouncing down upon the

swarming foe than did these two
fugitives of the wilds in facing the

blacks.
Already duskyfigures could be seen

carting from tree to tree, and Hast-

ings, knowing the value of time, lost

not a second in discharging his gun.

The report of the Winchester seem-
ed to arouse the. echoes of Hades—
from eyery quarter there arose the
most fiendish of yells, and one who
had never heard these battle cries of
the savage Makalakas' before might
well be, pardoned for believing that a
legion of black fiends from Tophet,

led by Mephistopheles himself, had
burst the barriers of the Inferno, and
sought new victims on earth.
There was no time for exercising

any deliberation in the line of judg-
ment-—to, strike, speedily .and often,
with the nrost fatal result was their
one hope, andeven that held out but
faint chances of success.
Hastings was Crouching there, al-

most flat on his face, behind the
heterogeneous bundles which the sa-

vant had so carefgly and solicit ous-
ly piled up. They promised, at least,

to iorm svme sort of a barrier ;ior
the wretched fugitives, though. the
professor When making his collection
had never dreamed to what base, use

thev might eventually be put.
The rapid detonation of the Win-

chester told that it was in the hands
of one who knew howto utilize its

wonderful repeating qualities to the
utmost, and the fiendish shouts of the

black warriers no longer expresses

only rage, but pain and consternation
ag Well.

(To be Continued.)

 

Dizzy Spells
and Headache

Week, Nerveus, and Run Down, would

Shake with Herwousnees—A Terrible
Case—A Remarkable Cure.

Mrs. Chas. H. Jones, Pierceton, Que.,

writes:—" For years I have been 8

great sufferer with my heart and

nerves. I would take shaking spells and

a dizzy, swimming feeling would eome

over me. Night after night I would

never close my eyes, and my head

would ache as though it would burst.

At last I had to keep to my bed, and

though my doctor attended. me from

fall until spriug, his medicine did not

help me
“JI have now taken five boxes of

Dr. Chase’s Nerve Food, and it has

done me more good than I ever believed

a medicine could do. Words fail to ex-
press my gratitude for the wonderful

cure brought about by this treat-

ment.”
Dr. Chase’s Nerve Food maken pale,

weak, nervous men, women, end chil-

dren strong, healthy, and happy. In

pill form, 56 cents a box, at a)l dealers,

or Edmanson, Bates & Co., Toronto.
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2 lb tins with sauce 10e
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