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“The strongest memory is weaker than
? , the weakest ink.”
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Another Island “First”

¢ Convuicy evinence that the
Farmers' Bank of Rustico, P.E. L,
was the first “people’s bank” in
Canada—perhaps in North America
l—has been gathered by Dr. John T.
Croteau, of the University of Notre
Dame, Indiana, and formerly profes-
éor of economics at St. Dunstan’s
University and Prince of Wales Col-
jege heie. Dr. Croteau presented the
result of his detailed investigations
into this subject in the form of an
article which appeared last June in
“La Revue d’ Historie de I’Amerique
Francaise,” and has now been re-
published in English in somewhat
dondensed form, in the current issue
éf the Dalhousie Review.
" The Farmers’ Bank of Rustico
was organized among a group of
Acadian farmers and chartered by
the Island Legislature in 1863. It con-
tinued operations till 1894. It was, as
r. Croteau notes, by far the small-
est bank, measured in share capital,
ever to operate in Canada. It was
the precursor of the North Ameri-
¢an credit union movement through
its influence upon the pioneer credit
union organizer, Alphonse Desjardins
of Quebec. Another point of interest
{s that it was founded under the
leadership of the Rev. George-An-
toine Belcourt, one of the great mis-
gionaries of the West, who, after a
notable career among the Indians,
came to the parish of Rustico and,
In the decade after 1859 led an
economic and social revival among
the Acadian people. Father Belcourt
also known for his inventive
}‘genius, and for his having operated,
in Rustico, one of the first horseless
carriages of which there is any
record in this eountry.

Much of the material contained
in Dr. Croteau’s article was gathered
at first hand here in the summer of
1954. Accompanied by Dr. J. H.
Blanchard, of Charlottetown, he vis-
ited several old residents of Rustico
and surrounding areas and gained
much valuable information. This in
addition to the detailed search of
documents in the Public Archives of
Canada, the Public Library and
Legislative Library here, old news-
paper files and numerous other
sources. He was fortunate in obtain-
ing, among other data, a photostat
copy of a letter from Father Bel-
¢ourt exp(;unding the principle of
people’s banks, which had been pub-
Hshed in Le Moniteur Acadien on
Nov. 13, 1873.

. Dr. Croteau’s findings are so in-
feresting that they might well be
@tudied by the Historical Sites and
Monuments Board of Canada, with
a view to having a monument
erected at Rustico to the first peo-
ple’s bank in this country. As an-
other Prince Edward Island “first”,

e

§t certainly is one which deserves to '

pe recognized officially, and in some
rmanent form.
,Pe

¢ Racial “Purity”
Y People who advocate racial dis-
rimination—and they are not all in
ghe Southern States by any means
‘often try to preserve the “purity”

f the white race. The inference is
at only Europeans and their off-
ring ‘ln the Americas and elsewhere
of pure blood, all other races are
ted in greater or’ lesser degree.
the World Methodist Conference
being held in North Carolina a

the more than 5000 delegates
ent that' this theory is scienti-
worthless as well as morally
le. He pointed ott that of

‘peglons of Tibet. These have re-
mained much as they were in the
beginning of their history, for the
simple reason that on the whole
they have been able to maintain
their isolation from the rest of man-
kind.

“Significantly enough,” he con-
cluded, “these groups are the most
backward of the human species. So,
our race ‘purist’ is confronted by a
three-horned dilemma. He has either
to admit that he, as every other
man, comes from a common ancestry
(this is what the anthropologists
say) or that his Caucasian stock is
actually a mixture, or that in view
of the backward condition of ‘pure’
races existing today (the pigmies,
for example), there is no real pride
in claiming to be a member of a
‘pure’ race.”

As for blood itself, everybody
knows by now that the blood of a
Negro or a Chinese or an Eskimo
is exactly the same as the blood of
the white man. During “the Second
World War hundreds of white
soldiers, sailors and airmen from the
Southern states owed their lives to
the injection of Negro blood in their
veins. In emergencies no one asked
where blood for transfusions came
from. Yet, it has not been recorded
that any of them was the worse for
the experience. The truth of the
matter, of course, is that all racial
strife is born of deeply rooted preju-
dice. That is not to be dismissed as
a little thing. It is probably the
greatest single force in all the divi-
sions that distrub human relation-
ships. Even if all Southerners—white
and negro—were to start afresh and
follow a wise program based on
scientific knowledge, it would take
generations for the prejudices to be
overcome. It is unrealistic to expect
an old social tradition, however im-
moral and stupid it may be, to suc-
cumb to enlightenment in a year or
two. But it would be a lot easier if
~this confusion of prejudice with
racial purity—two things which have
nothing in common—could be clear-
ed up. This is something the civil
law cannot do. It may be that theo-
logy and anthropology—which do
have much in common—will have to
be brought to bear on the problems
in increasing measure if order is
ever to replace the present chaos.
And that, of course, will be a slow
process, involving education in its
most comprehensive meaning.

EDITORIAL NOTES

Whatever else may be said about
the United States’ agricultural price-
support program, there is no ques-
tion about its high cost of operation.
A report says that in the last fiscal
year ended June 30 there was a net
loss of approximately $975 million,
almost $200 million more than the
year before. At the present time the
government has $81/ billion invest-
ed in farm products.

- L .

The Duke of Argyll—Ian Douglas
Campbell, Master of the Royal
Household of Scotland, Keeper of
the Great Seal of Scotland, Adnuiral
of the Western Coasts and Isles,
Hereditary Sheriff of Argyvll and
Keeper of the Royal Castles of Du-
noon, Dunstaffnage, Carrick and
Tarbert—is not the man to pass up
a bawbee. He has opened his In-
verary Castle to tourists at two
shillings a head.

L . .

A report from London indicates
that Englishmen have other prob-
lems to consider besides Egypt's
nationalization of the Suez. A really
tough one is how to find enough
piano players to keep things lively
in the pubs. Small pay and long
hours, together with more attractive
offers in less convivial places, have
brought about a serious shortage.
Some of the houses have installed
music making machines, but most
patrons don’t care for the inno-
vation.

L ] . L]
_ French Government officials are
said to feel that the United States
“betrayed” Britain and France in
the Suez crisis. The word may be a
little on the severe side; but every-
body should know by now that any-
thing American Government officials
may say between now and Novem-
ber must be interpreted in terms of
“political expediency. ‘Nothing 1ess

»

than a direct attack on the contin-

would persuade

THE GOOD EARTH

OTTAWA REPORT

~ British Columbia’s Big Boom

By Patrick Nicholson

OTTAWA: Now British Colum-
bia has got everthing.

Our fortunate Pacific Coast prov-
ince has always enjoyed our best
climate; today it also offers the
highest level of prosperity among
our provinces. A spokesman for
the federal department of Trade
and Commerce here tells me that
British Columbia’s astonishing ec-
onomic expansion is setting new
records; records which have nev-
er hefore been either approached
or imagined.

These records will shortly be
emphasised by the announcement
that two more big United States
industries will build branch plants
in the Vancouver area. In one case,
the preparations have been com-
pleted already; plans for the sec-
ond are far advanced. But as I
write this. neither industry is yet
quite ready to disclose its iden-
tity and objectives.

The advent of natural gas, piped
across the Rocky Mountains, is re-
sponsible for attracting these two
industries. This new fuel offers the
double advantage of a low price
and the incidental provision of
by-products which can be utilized
in the chemicals industry.

Our most go-ahead province was
leading the parade even before
these new plans became known.
Trade Minister Howe recently sub-
mitted a report to Prime Minis-
ter St. Laurent, outlining the econ-
omic picture across the country.
This picture was rosy for the na-
tion as a whole; it was glowing
for Ontario; but it was sensation-
al for British Columbia.

FIFTY PER CENT GROWTH

B. C's Power supply and other
utilities are being expanded; na-
tural resources developed; manu-

and new plants and homes built.
These developments together will
represent an investment cost
which will be a staggering 50 per
cent higher than last year's rec-
ord investment program. This is
double the rate of increase achiev-
ed by the 1955 program. It is also
the biggest acceleration of devel-
opment ever record in Canda.

“We have never heard of any-
thing like it,”" my informant in the
Trade Department told me. ‘“This
program expansion is so big that
we can hardly envisage any prov-
ince being able to achieve so much
in one year.”

The total expenditure on new
plants, installations and buildings,

and on expanding or renovating |

existing facilities, will cap $1,250,
000,000 this year. This huge sum
is more than one-quarter of the
amount which the federal govern-
ment will spend on all the defence
welfare, and other services sup-
plied for the whole nation in the
year. 1

The sum being spent on new
development alone is well over one
billion dolars, compared to $680,
000,000 last year., This expansion
is 51 per cent more than last year's
a rate of development never be-
fore approached anywhere in Can-
ada.

The growth of primary indus-
tries and the new building pro-
gram are both maintaining last
year's high figures. In  contrast,
the supply of new light power and
fuel utilities will be well over dou-
ble last year's rate.

And as proof of the solid base of
British Columbia's new boom
there is a 77 per cent increase ov-
er last year in the creation of new
manufacturing and other secon-

facturing industries introduced; ' dary industries.
Erratum, By The Bard
New York Times, Sept. 4 .
With the school term about to comfort. He can sit on it wil:ho:t
ack,

begin this is perhaps a poor time
to take issue with Shakespeare.
Such heresies should be held
back, at least until the textbooks
have been opened. In “King
Richard II,” however, there is a
line deserving a httle sharp at-
tention. It comes in the death-of-
kings speech, and reads'... let
us sit upon the ground and tell
sad stories...” This is mnot the
Bard at his best: indeed, it sounds
like a case of heedless, careless,
hurrying writing, To tell sad sto-
ries—indeed to nieditate, to brood,
plan or even to whittle—a man
sits not upon the ground, but on
a slone or stump.

How did the usually impeccable
Shakespeare let this one pass?
There is a possibility that having
mentioned. an act before. “This
precious stone set in the silver
sea' he did not wish to overdo
the image of stones. There also
is, of course, the almost limitless
possibility of Bacon. Be that as
it may, the line has come down,
familiar and often quoted, casual
and unrealistic as it is.

Hard to Do

The reason a man does not sit
upon the ground is all too obvious.
The ground simply is not built for
sitting. It has a great many wor-
thy uses, and as has been dis-
covered again this summer, it is
the ideal place for lying, But not
for sitting, Especially for those
of aftertextbook years, the ground
is & long way down, and the pull
of the force of gravity overbur.
dens ancient muscles both going
down and arising.

Also there is no place to put

the feet while sitting flat upon the |

ground, for the hip joints no long-
er Seem to manage right angles,
of the knee joints those of
degrees. In short, a man Aitting
on the ground would be too uh-
com ‘ortable to tell any type of

180 |

| shifted he can

“new refrigerator. If

permanently injuring his
and when the warming sun has
easily rise and
move elsewhere. There also is
something about a stone or a
stump which inspires a man into
poetry— into the type of thing
which Richard continues on to
achieve.

For example, dreams are far
braver things when they come to
a stone or a stump than when
they arrive prosaically at a Kkit.
chen chair back home, It cannot
be only that the chair is somehow
reminiscent of the budget, where-
as the stone means monetary free-
dom, for the budget naturally
is considered everywhere. While
sitting on the stone, however, the
difficulties seem solvable, where-
as in the kitchen there is a con-
stant reminder of the need for a
the dream
solving of this proBlem is not
poetry, name something else more
lyric.

Stone or Stump?

Which is the better, the stone
or the stump”? Each to its time
and place. For purposes of sit-
ting, the stone is a little harder,
although there are apt to be more
of them around, For purposes of

telling stories, including the sad.

ones, it does hot matter.

More important here is that

there be an audience, the support. |

ing player who, being only fea-
tured, may actually sit upon the
ground, At the seaside the stone
fits in better with the coastline,
while in the pine forest the stump
is more natural. For purposes of
whittling—to sit either place
brings about an instinctive open-
ing of the jack-kni‘e—driftwood
near a stone' is as satsifactory as
soft pine mear a stump. For just
thinking—well, either place. Here
are a couple of more 8,
with illustrations of Rodin’s statue
on the matter. In onme, ‘gent-

PUBLIC FORUM

This column is open (o the discus
siom by correspendents of questians
of interest. The Guardian does mel
mecessarily endorse the opinion of
eorrespondents.

MEAT PACKING FACILITIES

8ir, — In your issue of Sept.
10th, you published a letter by
Willard Prowse concerning a
“‘Proposed New Industry,” i.e. the
proposed abattoir and meat pack-
ing plant. Mr. Prowse draws at-
tention to some of the benefits this
new industry would create; they
are important and worthwhile.

| However, it is my conviction that

he failed to mention the greatest
benefit.

There are in the Maritime Prov-
inces two meat packing plants »f
considerable size, one at Charlotle-
town, the other at Moncton. Some
years ago these two plants were
almost adequate to slaughter, pro-
cess, or move to the trade in the
form of meat all the animals of-
fering.

But in recent years the numbers *
of animals raised has increased
rapidly and .each year it is more

' obvious the two large plants are

now very inadequate to handle the
supply offering at certain peak
periods. The result is that both
plants are compelled, at frequent
intervals, to discontinue buying
animals until the congestion at the
plants is overcome.

That is not a healthy situation
because when the plants are un-
able to readily handle all the ani-
mals offering over a period of sev-
eral weeks, then there is in effect,
no competition for what is offered.

Mr. Prowse in his letter states.
“Figures show that the Maritime
Provinces import approximately
50 per cent of the meat they use.”

Now 1 would urge all interested
(and who should not be?) to con-
sider these two conditions. One, the
producer unable to readily dispose
of his cattle because the plants are
unable to handle the volume of-
fering and the other, the area im-
porting 50 per cent of the meat
used.

What a different situation would
prevail if there were adequate fac-
ilities for slaughter, storage or
processing of all animals offering
at any time. Then there would be
keen competition or demand for
the purchase of all animals. De-
mand would be an incentive to in-
crease production and employ-
ment all along the line.

An additional plant would be a
positive help to this end and there-
in, I maintain, would be the great-
est benefit of the proposed abattoir
and meat packing plant.

I am, Sir, etc,,
DANIEL GASS
Cornwall, P. E. I

oelS (ovier

SANCTUARY
Remember the little island we once
owned, .
Scented with ripe wild

berries and pine?
Our tethered rowboat
against the wharl
Like a grey pomy pulling on its
line. !
There was no cooling spring to
drink from there,
Only the blue and lively lake

rasp-
chonked

around

And sun-baked lichen curled on
rocky  ground,

And happiness like p ts in
the air..

When things_seem grim, I cross
an inner lake

To find that island im uncertain
And nubcrlcr dlnohforz

Y]
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' 2020 VISION NEEDN'T
MEAN SIGHT'S ;
Don't take it for granted that

fortunately, gives many

persons
“a false sense of security and pre-’

vents them from seeking eye care
which they really need.
Frequently, after a brief screen-

‘ ing test, a person will be informed

that he has 20—20 vision.
All this means is that you can

' see at a distance of 20 feet what

normal vision sees at that dis-
tance. It means that you have
sharp eyesight when viewing dis-
tant objects.

Years ago, 20 feet was chosen
as the standard for such tests be-
cause light rays are virtually par-
allel at that distance.

Quite frequently a person who
has such sharp vision is far sight-
ed. He may also be near sighted
or have other eye defects.

The 20—20 verdict doesn't in-
dicate how good your sight is for
reading and other close-up work,
how good is your side vision and
dark adaptation and how much
teamwork there is between your
two eyes.

READING DIFFICULTY

Actually, in a large-proportion of
the seeing problems encountered
today, especially those associated
with reading difficulty, definite tro-
uble exists along' with 20—20 vis.
lon.

A study of 160,000 Texas chil-
dren recently showed that 53.4 per
cent of them had 20—20 vision and
yet lacked the ability to use both
eyes properly,

VISION RATING

A vision rating of 20—20 means
that your eyes are perféct only if
you also have normal side vision,
good sight for colors, are able to
read clearly at a distance of about
15 inches and have normal, heal-
thy eye tissues.

All of these things can't be de-
termined with a simple eye chart
test. Only an eye specilaist can
tell you whether your vision real-
ly is perfect. Don't accept a 20—20
verdict as the final word.

QUESTION AND ANSWER

C.P.: My child was bitten by a
rat. Are there any contagious dis-
eases transmitted by rats?

Answer: Your child should re-
ceive protective inoculations
against tetanus or lockjaw, for a
bite from a rat can transmit this
disease.

A rare disease known as rat-
bite fever also can be transmitted
in the same manner. It would be
advisable for you to consult your
physician.

OUR YESTERDAY)
From The Guardian Files

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO
(September 13, 1931)

Mr. F. E. Henry of the Audit
Department, C.N.R.,, Montreal,
who has been spending a holiday
with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. L.

.| G. Henry, City, returned to Mon-

treal yesterday accompanied by
his brother Heath.

Miss Flora Murchison, who has
had a years leave of absenee from
her school, which she spent with
her mother, Mrs. P. Murchison,
West Royalty hag returned to
Brooklyn, New York. '

At the recent St. John Exhibition,
cattle owned by J. Walter Jones
won sixteen first prizes; he also
won a beautiful trophy for the
best herd of Holsteins and the T.
Eaton prize for the best herd any
breed. Earl Ings, Mt. Herbert, won
heavily in the Ayrshire classes,
taking both grand championships.

TEN YEARS AGO
(September 13, 1946)

, Mr. and Mrs, Wallace L. Hig-
gins, City, have a welcome guest
in Mrs. Higgins’' sister, Mrs. Edith
Morrison, Grand Prairie, Alberta.
1t is almost fifty years since Mrs.
Morrison and her husband the late
Kenneth K. Morrison, formerly of
Eldon, left this Province.

Miss Virginia Large of the Brit-
ish Embassy, Washington, has ar-
rived in New York City to take
up her duties with the United King-
som delegation to the United Na-
tions Conference. Miss Large spent
the month of August at her home
in Charlottetown.

teen'days off'each summer, though
' days

and therefore total three full weeks
has returned nicely tanned with.a
letter from his doctor saying that
the employee lost |three days of
his vacation due to sunstroke and
should be entitled to three addition-
al days of rest.—The Printed Word

It is declared in the code of
ethics of the Canadian Medical As-
sociation that the secret splitting
of fees by physicians is ‘“‘not con-
sistent with the honor of the pro-
fession”. That position is strength-
ened now by the judgment of Mr,
Justice LeBel of the Supreme
Court of Ontario that the practice
is illegal as well as unethical.—
Ottawa Journal

Among major industries, farm-
ing has the third-highest accident
rate, Surveys show that most ac-
cidents occur in mid-morning and
mid-afternoon. Therefore, farmers
ought to observe rest periods. Ae-
cidents are often the result of tire-
dness. In Britain such breaks are
traditional. Farm workers take
their sandwich and bottle of tea
with them to the field, and rest
as they consume them at mid-
morning and mid-afternoon.—Lon-
don Free Press

A man in Hariford, Connecticut,

“Is a university education

value to a woman?" was the q;:.l.
tion debated by members of a Unj.
versity Women’s Club and answers
ed -in the negative by a majority,
The phrasing of the question does
not suggest the possession of much
intelligence by those who posed it,
—Brantford Expositor,

On one road in a good We,
Ontario township there ares‘f::
farms whose owners, while " stj)f
living on the farm, are’ working
in the city. Cow herds have been
replaced by beef cattle and the
farms are grazed not cropped. This
is typical of what is going on al
along the front of old Ontario —
Farmer’s Advocate

Jonathan Swift, wit and satirist,”
opined that he was a brave man
who first ate an oyster, Dean
Swift's remark reminds that there
must have been considerable ex
perimentation long ago to enable
man to know what is good for him
to eat and what is best untoucheqd
Indeed the entire lesson has vyet
to be learnsd. Who knows what
wholesome food we mnow ignore
There was a time when the tomato
was deemed poisonous, and in
France the blackberry is i)
scorned although no better black.
berries grow wild than in the
gre:nch countryside—Cape Breton

0s|

is drawing ment
because he is too fat to work. That
is a new wrinkle, to say the least.
The fat man had been employed
to pick up scrap wool from the
floor. The man had trouble bend-
ing down because his tummy got
in the way. So he quit. Since no
other job was offered to him, the
man is entitled to jobless pay.—
Owen Sound Sun-Times

Each flower produces a distinet
type of honey. An American de-
partment store once assembled
169 different kinds of honey from
18 states and 12 foreign.countries.
Clover honey is the most popular
kind in the United States and
Canada, though alfalfa, orange
blossom, sage, tulip tree, buck-
wheat, sourwood and other vari-
eties are regarded with favor.
Mesquite honey is highly popular
in the American Southwest.—Que-
bec Chronicle-Telegraph

Refrigeration .
Repairs To All Makes

APPLIANCES
SALES & SERVICE

MOTORS
Rewinding and Repairs
ELECTRICAL
Repairs
Palmer Electric

Phones 8543 8544

P.0. BOX 65

" M. V. FERGUS

Freight will be accepted until noon Friday, Sept.
14, for next sail M/V Fergus to St. John’s, Nfld.
For space reservation and freight rates apply:—

NEWFOUNDLAND SHIPPING SERVICE

DIAL 8787

first and
Company.

Budget need help?

HFC can help you today with practical
advice about family money problems, or
a cash loan up to $1000. One-day service.
Up to 24 months to repay. Whether you
need money advice or a cash loan, you
are'always welcome at HFC—Canada's

foremost consumer finance

@7 OUSEHOLD FINANCE

W. & Whealor, Monager
150 Great George 5t., svite 1, phone 8517
 CHARLOTTETOWN, P.E.I.

THE BEST VALUES FOR
YOUR FOOD DOLLAR

Fresh Pitted
DATES—3 Lbs.

39¢

PURITY OATS
5 Lb. Bag

55¢

CHEESE WHIZ
16 Oz. Jar

59¢

'ORANGES

33¢ y
DOZ,

2 Doz. 59¢

Peameal

BACKBACON ............. b 73¢c

Fresh Ground

HAMBURG ............. 2 Ibs. 65¢
TBONESTEAK ............. Ib. 65¢
ROAST BEEF .............. b, 39

B it on

“ Dr. Ballard's
DOG

cc“‘.ooon-oto"ob *m 8

1R N |

Cookies — Bulk

White or Brown Sugar

'Ooo'h'.‘u 4" :

& 4

llln.45c

Peas




