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REPUDIATION.

e e

In the obitunry of the late Hon. Mr. Whelan,
which oppeared iv the Jslander of Friday last, a
geutence occurs which made more thau u passing
impressiou upon us. Iu palliation of oy harsh ex-
pressions that may have occurred jn the writings
aud speechies of the decensed, the editor of the Is-
lander _very truly pleads the debwsing ivfluence
which a purticipution in the petty contesis of local
polities exercises. Shakespeare, thun whom no
greater judge of humnn vature ever lived, defines
politics in geveral thus, iu the third sceve of the
third act ot Timon of Athens:

* The devil knew not what he did when he male man
politic. Me crossed ummel: by it; and 1 cannot think but
i the end, ihe vitlainies of mun will ret him clear.”

Now, it is net the pettiness of the politics of this
Colovy which reuders them debasing; bLut rather
the dishonesty of politicinns. Mauny politicians ia
the neighboring Republie, for example, are debased
euough iu all conscience, alihough the subjects they
hauve to grapple with are national iv theit churacter,
It is the inherent baseuess of the men themselves
which renders polities odious. The surroundiugs
attendunt upou aa active partivipation in poliiical
coutesty too often possess u debusing iufluence ; but
it matters little to & man of priveiple and hovesty
ot purpose whether he is a village statesman or the
couucillor of a mighty nation. Iu cither position he
can retnin his churacter, We are prepared to ad-
mit that the fickleness of popular fuvor vaturally
tends to muke politicians selfish und iusiveere, but
in the great majority oi cuses the debasement ob-
servable in the rulers of a state, whether large or
smell, proceeds, we repeat, from an ivnate worth-
lessuess of character. In a commouowenlth where
popularity was the passport to official position,
Aristides preserved the character of Jusr; aod so
might all politiciuns il they acted from the couvie-
tion of right alone.  lu such case there would be
Jess of (hat bickering aud hewrt-burviog thun that
which teo often disgruces and divides modern
christian society ; aud we would have little reason
to deplore the debasing ivfluence of politicul war-
fare. We have no doubt that an acute observer like
the Editor of the Islander endorses this view of the
case, and therefore it is that we read with regret his
attempt to raise & mischievous agitativo amoug the
land holders of the Colony—an agitation which,
while it may serve an ephemeral purpose by em-
barrassing the Govercment, will yet recoil with dis-
aster upon himself aud the party in whose iuterest the
is. The object of the ** lslander " isto persuade the
purchasers tinder the Government ol the Selkirk
Estate, that thay Lave paid too much for their hold-
ings wod that although they have voluutarily bound
themselves to pay a certain price for their lunds, and
are legally bouud to pay the sane, siill they should
attempt to repudiate their ngreemeuts. The much
denounced Tevunt League never weut further than
this, and no paper iu the Colony was more zealous
in execrating the principles of the Leugue thun the
¢ Islunder.” Il it was wiong to iucite the tenauts
to repudiate their obligatious with their lnndlords,
it is eqnally wrong to incite them to repudinte their
obligations with the Government ; and the criminul-
ity of the ** Islauder ™ is ull the graver from the fuet
that the editor of that pnper was one of the parties
who agreed to the valuation of the Selkirk Estate,
and assisted in brioging the wettiers thereou uuder
such vuluation, It is uneasy matter to persunde the
teannts that they pay too much for their lavds; but
once such a belief is raised, it is vot quite so ensy
to allay it. The Editor of the Jslander may find this
to his cost inthe future if the present Government
should deem it advisable to estublish a precedent by
yielding fo the demands of the occupants of the
Selkirk Estate from the injudicious agitation of that
paper. Itis moreover, nufortunate for the Editor of
the Islauder that he so long neglected the interests
of his forwer coustitusnts, and ouly discovered when
his vpponeunts came iuto power that the poor High-
jroders were compelled by bimselt and his friends
{0 pny too large a price for their lands. We are
unaware whether they hava dooe so or not,
but we would advise the occupants of the
Selkirk Istate, as well as those of various other
Estates oo the Island, (o ascertain first whether they
renily have been charged o high for their lunds
by the Gray and Pope Government, and whether
they have already paid the first cost for the same
over and above working expenses, before they in-
volve themselves in law expenses and agitation to
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“"“P‘ their uécruin; linbilities. If the purchasers<

of the Belkirk Estate are not coutent to pay a trifle
aver the arigival cost of their lauds in order to sou-
ble the Goverument to assist their fellow-colonists
who are still under the bouds of laudlordism, they
cau easily ascertain at the Land Office, by » com-
mittee of three ivtelligent men, the inlormation

which they desire. If the result of their investiga-

{ios confirms the Jslander’s stntement, & iemorinl to
His Excellevey the Lieutenavt Govervor in Couucil
will meet with that sttentive covsideration which
should churacterise a Goverument earnest aud
zealous—us we sincorely Lelieve the present Execu-
tive 1o be—to nssist by every possible means the
cultivators of the #sil of this Islaud, This course
will not only not entail nny expense upou the fens
auts, but is also the ouly feasible one to obtaiu & re-
dress of wny grievances under which they labor, in
being compelled to puy the price agreed upen by
themselves for the lunds which they oceupy. We
have no doubt the good sense of the tenauia them:
selves will lead them to view the matter in this
light, and dictate to them the best eourse ol action
without further ndvice from any quarter,

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE

DISTRICT OF KING'S COUNTY.
GENTLEMEN j—

About vine months ago. when you so far honor-
ed me with your coufidence as to elect me one of
your Representatives 10 the House of Assembly, I
assured you that I was vot an office-seeker. Iu ful-
filment of that prowmise, which was dictated by a con-
consideration of the long nnd valued services of the
late Houn, . Whelan, I refused the office of Queen's
Priuter, which was offered to me by the Government
in the month of April last. I am aware that, in
muny particulars, I have failed in my official posi-
tion to give you that satisfaction which you, per-
Laps, auticiputed, aud which 1 myselt would de-
sire ; but in extenuation of thi, the peculiur diffi-
culties of my position must be horve 10 miod—the
short time allotted to me to exercise the power
placed in my hauods, and the troublearising from the
waunt of a thorough kuowledge of the various lo«
calities in the Distriet, and its wants, These diffie
celiies are being gradually removed, and I still con-
fideatly evtertaiu the sanguive hope that, reconded
Ly the active support of my colleagne, I shall be
able to satisfy the reasouable expectations of the
large majority of you. As to auy promise of &
public or private vature which I made previous to
the last election, I can honestly say: that I havesear-
nestly labored to redeem it, as far as my iofluence
aod meang would allow me.

SECOND

With these preliminary observations, I will at.
ouce proceed to siate the cunse of the preseut ad-
dress.  Asyoa are alrendy aware, God, iu his mys-
terious Providence, having summoned the late la-
mented Hon. E. Whelau, Queen’s Priuter, from this
world, u vacancy haa occurred in ihe office
held by him, which the Govor?monl. m‘!_ho}ql any
solicitation on my part, hns nsked me (o A,  After
due considerativn, [ liave conswented. As a con-
sequence, my seat in the llouse of. Assembly
will become vacant, aud I shall appenl to yon
straigliforwnrdly and fearlessly, for re-election,
~1f, from the short experience you have had
of me, you still retain sdfficient confidence in me to a-
L£ain entrust yonrinterests in Variiunent 1o my keeping,
1 promise to guard them and advance them to the hest
of my ability. My politieal views have widergrope uo
(‘hlnxu since | last addrossed you, If the roads and
weather will permit, T will porsonally see us many of |
you as | possibly ean between this and the day of
clection, in order to give an aceount of my stewardship
whilst your ropresentative, and to receive your instrue-
tions for future guldanée, i {

1 have the honor ta be,
Gentlemen,
Your most abgdient servant.

EDWARD REILLY.
Cl'town, Dec. 25, 1867, 5 i §

EXPLANATION,

In wishing our readers & merry Christmag and o
happy New Year, wa have to offar an explanation for
the present diminished appearance of the Herarp, The
Queen's Printing having been unexpectedly bestowed
upon us, and not not having been prepared for it, wo
are foreed to economise our printing paper for the
Royal Gazefte until wé obrain a supply which we have
ordered acrosss the Straits. - As we do not expect this
supply within vight or ten days, we prefer to omit pub-
lishing the HkraLp noxt week.  On the week follow-
ing. howerver, we will appaar befors our readers in our
usual dress and dimengions, wosting fhas the enlar-
ged charity and good feelings which actuate our read~
ers at'this seuson of social festivity, will lead them to
overlook our Jefeets Tor the time being, ** The eom-
pliments of the season to you all."

iSDAY, DECER 2
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' Rovak Gazerre Nomick —Having been unable 1o
‘obtain the Ruyal Gasetty list fiom the Examiner Office,
veto request all those who may have subscribed
I:uﬂllgd I&;ﬁ Gazetle to send in thelr numey
to this office so that we may be enabled to forward
the paper to them. All advertisements of Stray Cy.
tle, &eoonrat ipvinielly Le scccompsnicd Ly the
carh to secube insertion ;
TrrMS OF ADVERTISING.~16 lines or under, 6s; and
16, for esch continusnce. Larger adverilsements
at proportionute rates. Annual subscriptions s,

THE MAILS.

Tue mail couriers effected a crossing for the firse
time this season, on Wednesday lust, from Ca
Tormentive 1o Cape Traverse. with several mnils
which had accumu'ated for the previous fortinight,
The muils were forwarded to Charloitetown the
same vight, and, votwithstanding their uousunlly
large character, the Post Office authorities, with
despateh worthy of pruise, assorted and distributed
them within n few hours after their reception. We
have vot had time to more thun gluuce through the
large number of exchunges we received, and what-
ever of interest we have noticed in Colonial, A mer.
ican, and European uffuirs will be found in to-duy's
paper. The Fuoglish Mail for this Island, which ar.
rived in Halilax oo Tuesday of last week, was not
received liere untilSaturday vight,

9 By telegraph to the Charlottetown [NewsRoom,
we learn that the Dominion Tarifl, whieh imposes »
duty of ten eents upon all imported oats and other
grain, and four or five cents upon butter, potatoes, &c.,
does not apply to this Island or Newfoundiand, whose
products are allowed. as usual, to enter all parts of the
Dominion duty free.  We are glad of this, not on ac-
count of the fmportance of the trade between the Do.
minion and this Island; but because of the bad feeling
which such a diseriminating Duty (if it had been car-
ried into effeat against this Island,) would have exci-
ted, and becaunse it would undoubtedly have led to re-
taliation, by this Legislature imposing a prohibitive
daty upon Canadian flour, which might have been done
with impunity, whilst the Nova Scotia ard the New
Brunswick consumers would have had to pay “through
the nose” for the additional duty imposed upon Island
produce.

At the departmental elections held in Nova Scotia
on the 12th inst,, the Government officers were re-
turped by overwhelmiog wajoritics, where a coa-
test took place.

Mr. Seth D. Shaw opeved the following subject
for debate at the Charlottetown Debating Club on
Friday eveuing last, viz :—** Is muu the' creatui e of
circumstnoces ¥

The Young Men's Christian Association have
opened a Reading Room for the benefit of the mem.
bers of the Association in the building near the Uni.
ou Baok formerly occupied as Ale Depot for Smith's

Brewery.
————————
OUR FISHERIES.

On motion of Capt. Fortin. a return has been
made of all sums puid by Awericaos for liceuse to
firh in our waters for the past two years, aud the
following nre the returns :-—

Nova Scotia.~In 1866, 341 vessels at 50 cects
per ton, yielding 89.368 50 ; in 1867, 277 vessels,
ut $1.00 per ton, umonnting to $13,122,

Canada.—1In 1866, 10 vessels. by schooner La
Cuundicnne, st 50 ceuts a ton, amounting to 8296,

New Brunswick.—1u 1866, 1 vessel, at 50 cents
per ton.—818,

Total for two yenars, $23,109.50,

P. E. Islaod mukes no returos to the Dominion
Parlinment, aud this vear a great gumber of licenses
have been issued by the Government of that Pro
vinee, to the great bewefit of its Treasury. But even
it we could suppose that during the two years the
Island issued s many licenses as all the other Pro-
vitees put together, how paliry a price $23,109 a
yenr is for fisheries which we have beeu so fond of
callivg invaluable 7 The whole amount would sear-
cely pay for one month’s expenses of the guunboat
employed to afford m guasi protection 1o the fisher
ies,

And this is the way TConfederation protects our
fisheries.—[St. John Frevmao.

On the 22ud ult., a girl about 18 years of age,
pamed Amélin McGregor, a native ot Prince Ed-
wird Islaud, liviog iv a fumily at East Gloncester,
Massuchussetts, committed avicide by hangiug her-
sell from the atair-rail in the front entry ef the
house. Disappointment in love is snid to have besn
the cause of the tregady.—[Hix, Reporter.

Neows by»fé_iegi;é;plx.

Lovodon, Dec. 8.

Fears are eotertained in Parin of a Ministerial
crisis, in cousequeuce of the last speech of M.
Rouber on the Roman question before the Corps
Legistutiff, \

The speech of the French Minister, M. Ronher,
1 which he anid that Italy should aet tnke forcible
possessiun of Rome, gave rise to an augry debate in
the ( humber of Deputies yesterdny. Prime Mivie-
ter Menabra informed the House that he had asked
the French Government for au explaoation of the
speech, and he expected to receive a reply

arie by Monday. He added that Italy could eoly
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