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THE WAR-TRAIL

CHAPTER LVIL.
TAKING THE TRAIL.

I nap merely swooned. My nerves
and frame were still weak from the
blood I.‘ZIII\; | had received in the com-
bat  of y ki;‘!‘(!.::'. The shock of the

horrid news was too much for my
powers ol endurance.

I was iuseusible only for a short)

while ; the cold water revived me.
VY hen consciousvess returned, I was
by the fouutain, my back leaning against

its parapet edge; Rube, Garey, and|

others were around me.  From my drip- |
ping garments, 1 perceived that they
had douched me, aud oue was pouriug
a fiery spirit down my thkroat There
were men on horseback, who had ridden
into the patio—the iron hoofs causing
the court to ring. There were rangers,

but not those who had left camp in my |
company. Some had arrived since, and |

others were still galloping up. Those
girls had reached the ranger camp, and

told their tale. The men had not wait. |
ed for orders or even for oune avother,|
but rushing to their horses, took
the road in twos aud threes.

Every moment, a horseman, or

ward in hot haste, carryiog 'I-en rifles |
as if ready for action, and uttering loud
cries ol indignation.

Wheatley had arrived among the|

. - . |
foremest. Poor fellow! his habitual

buoyancy bad departed; the gay sn.iim i

was gove from his lips. His eyes
were en fire, and his teeth set in the|.
stern expression of heart-covsuming \u.n-’
geauce.

Amidst the hoarse shoutiaog of the|
men, | beard screaming iu the shriller|
voices 0. wemen It came from with-
out,

I rose hastily, and ran towards the
spot : | saw several of the wretched cap
tives stripped tc the waist, and men in
the act of flogging them, with mule-
quirts and pieces of raw hide rope.

I had heard ii was worse; I had
feared that their captors were inflictivg

upon them a retaliation in kind. But uo

—augry as were my followers, they had | t

not proceeded 10 such a fieudish extrem
ity.

It required all the autherity of a com

mand to put au end to this distressing |,

gpectacle. They desisted at length,and the
screeching and uffi i'."nh'd wretches w t.'X'('j
permitted 1o tuke them-elves away- all
disappearing rapidly beyond the light of
the fire. {

At this crisis, a shout was raised:
“To the rancheria, to the ravcheria !
and instantly a party, with Wheatley aud
Ho ]lnwn'urlh at its head, rode off for the
village. Pedro went aloug with them.

I waited not for their retnrn: { hadl
formed a plan of action for my uelf that ¢
would admit of no delay in its execution. }

At first, stunned by the blow, and the | [u

distraction of my swoouing senses. | had |
not heen able to think ; as soon as the|
coufusion passed, avd I could reflect |

more clearly, the course I ought to|hi:
pursie was at once apparent. \'--u;c;uu'cﬁ :

1 had telt as the first impulse, aud :
stroug desire to follow up the fiend l_]urm'
—uight and day to follow him—though !

the pursuit should lead me into the beart ;HL),»( -4

of the hostile ground.

This was a momentary impu'se:|to tho bu»)- bee,
vengeauce must  be stifled for|honey, ‘1 huve bee
over the place.
wight help me with a littl

the time. A path was to be taken
that widely diverged from that of the
retreating guerrilla —the trauil of the
white steed.

Mouning Cyprio, and choosivg from
my baud balt a dozen ot the best track-
ers, was the work of a moment. Ia
avother, we were in the saddle; and
descending the hill, we plunged rapidly
through the stream, crossed the skirting |

timber, and soon reached the opeu prul-‘ soun l:y l(-gs u;»pc.':'rxu)~1_ a

rie

Uunder Cyprio’s guidance, we found|the lazy :md the * loafing
the spot desecrated by that cruel display. ‘;‘”‘ much time and encrgy ove I se sheming ‘
The grouud was trampled by many |* how mot to du it us wou
hoofs ; fragments of paper— powder ' gain an Looest 7
blackened — broken rm-kel-ali(-ks. aud | troublesome ¢ l:d for
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half burnt fuses, strewed tie sward—the
pyrotechuic refiguia of the fiendish spec-
tacle.

We halted not there. By the aid of |
our guide and the moonlight, we lodc
clear of the confusion ; aud takiug up |

the trail of the horse, struck off upon it, |

and were svou far out upoa the prairie.
For mere thau a mile we advauced at |

a galiop. Time was ey erything. 1m.~l-.,
g to the iutelligence of the Mexican |

boy. we scarcely scrutinized the track, |

but made directly for the point where | ©

the horse had been seen Jast.
Cyprio's iuformation did not deceive
us. A motte of timber had served him |

as a mark : the steed had passed close to |
it edge. Beyond it, he had seen him |

no more.

Beyoud it, we found the tracks, eu-nlv
recoguizable by Rube, Guarey, and my«cl'
There was a puuh.u‘lly by which we
were preveuted from mistaking them :
three of the pring were (!c.uly cul in
the turf-—almost perfect circles—the
curve of the fourth —of the fore-foot—

was mlernupled by a slight indeutation, '
where a piece bad been hwkcn from the |
hoof. It had been done ia that terrible |

leap upou the roc Ky bed ot the barrauca.

Takiug the trail aguis, we kept onp— |

now ud\auu.-" at a slower pace, aud|

with a greater dc"rc(- of caution. Ll'L'
rains lml meistened the prairie- unf.,
and we could perceive the tracks|
without di sSmounting.  Atintervals there |

were siretches of drler surface, where the |
hoofs had scarcely left its impression. |

In such places, oue leaped from the sad-‘

dle, aud led the way on foot. Rube or|
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