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expedition so far recovered. . ..

0800 Christmas Day: I have been
struggling for an hour now to con-
vince myself that this is really
Christmas.
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The following is the text of .ne
tape-recorded diary of a member
of the British expedition which

1993. It is the only record of the

landed on Mars on December 24th,;f- It is mot easy to convince your-| !

The struggle is not
merely a whim of mine. It is an
order. For psychology is an all-
important factor in an "expedition|
like this.

self that it's Christmas here on|#
Mars: There are no decorations in
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... It could be a Martian “spripng”

sers in New Zealand. Or a small
volcano?

What we know about the interior
of Mars makes it seem doubtful.
But still ..

No, I could swear there is some-
thing moving. ...

Maybe I'm losing my grip. But
here goes to find out . ..

NOTE:

The recording ends there. True
to this word, the explorer dropped
it beside the “canal” — or what
he thought was the ‘‘canal”
before he went to investigate: The
second British expedition landed on
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wandering about in this cumber-

We trust that the warmth of
friendship and family ties will
be yours to enjoy this Christ-
mas. May the New Year bring
Health' and Prosperity to you
and yours.

To all our friends
and patrons all
Good Wishes for
Christmas and 1956

some pressurized suit which 1ooks
rather like the things you used to
see years ago in the drawings
which accompanied science fiction.
Of course, it is a good deal more
flexible and less like a suit of
armour than those — freedom of
movement is all important.

VILLAGE DINER

Meals, Lunches,, Maza-
zines and Confectionery
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HI FOLKS

Just @ word of Greeting
and Good Cheer fer
Christmas and The New
{ear.
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To every friend near and
far '

Our wishes follow where
you are . . .
MERRY CHRISTMAS

LESLIE BROS.
TEXACO DEALER
General Repairs

ST. PETERS

from the polar regions where there
is ice in the six month long Mar-
tian winter towards the equator.
The “canals” are the long, straight
criss-crossed lines which have fas-
cinated astronomers ever since
Lowell mapped them in 1890. No
one has ever been sure just what
they are. But they may be water-
ways — irrigation canals — dug
by the ‘“Martians” to preserve life
on a dying planet.

1t is even possible that, in them,

there is oxyge .

It is even p._.sible that there is
something living in or near the
“‘canals.” It is almost certain, any-
way, that there are plants growing

near them — tiny lichen mosses. |ing.

This morning, I hope to find out.

My job is to find one of these
“canals” and then report back to
the ship as quickly as possible- We
can spend just about three days
here and then we must return.

But to-day, I must find a “‘canal”
and then get back. I hope to be
back for the half hour in which we
will have a real “Christmas"”
aboard the ship.
0900:

;I have been making good pro-

o Joweler
i Souris

Good cheer!
. Good health!
Good luckl
» o+ ur GOOD WISHES

te our many friends!

Matthew & Maclean's Lid.

I¥'s @ Pleasure to wish you
once again a

MERRY CHRISTMAS

K. E. MacCALLUM
General Merchant
Dist. CIL Paint
S\ Peters Phone §-3

which burn themselves out on
earth as they hurtle through the|
atmosphere are likely to come
straight through here — like so
many howling blockbusters from
hell itself-

But T must not dwell on things
like that. T must try to think about
Christmas, 1 must keep up a stout!
heart. But it is no good repeating |
the official slogans. It is hard to|
think about Christmas when all you
have to focus your mind on is a
tiny box in red tissue paper.

It is a good thing that we de-

1 think the wind is dropping a
bit. Yes, 1 can see the ‘‘greenery"
again now.

It looks like a bed of moss. But
there is definitely a depression be-
hind it.” ’

Here we go.

1200:
There is a level stretch of
smooth rock reaching away from
one ‘‘bank” of the canal to the
other and just below the tops of the
banks.
It looks a: thougi someon. , .t

cided not to open the presents,
though. It’s surprising how a little
curiosity helps to keep a man go-
ng.

1000:

The wind is growing stronger. 1|
can hear the bits of iron oxide |
blowing against my suit. They |
sound like pebbles bouncing off a|
tin can. The ship is still searching
for the men who went north, |

And something more ominous has
happened: the man who went west
— we must travel alone because|
we haven't enough men to travel|
in pairs — found a ‘‘canal”. Then,
suddenly, he went off the air-

If I find one, I shall throw this
record outside before I enter.

I am moving as fast as I can.
I must try to get back to the ship

. T3
BEST WISHES

We wish you and those you

love, all the happiness
that Christmas Day can
bring.

Henrietta MacKinnon

Groceries and Dry Goods
ST. PETERS

by four.

The Christmas dinner — concen-

Cheeriest
CHRISTMAS QREETINGS |
And |
GOOD WISHES
in the
NEW YEAR

The STAR GROCERY

C. Roy White, Prop

trated and dehydrated food — won't
look much like the Christmas you'll

be having back on Earth. But
there will be the presents we
brought from home — the pre-

sents which have stayed in their
wrappers for nine long weeks while
we seemed to hover ynotionless in
space and were really hurtling
through it at 70.00 miles an hour.
I wonder what my wife decided
was appropriate for a man on

. Dist. CIL Paint, Seuris

Phene 24

General Merchants

Souris & Bridgetown Phone 10

Lo all
our friends
Sincere
Wishes for
A HAPPY HOLIDAY

H. L FOUCHERE

Groceries, Meats &
. Sourls ¢ |

AL

MORELL

A Sincere

.Wish

Te wish you

i The pleasantest of Christ-
mases,

And @ New Year '

Filled with zest
plishment.

€0-0P

and cccom-

Buy — Benefit — Build
Phene 4-1

Mars?(
' At least, it can't be a tie. A tie
would have taken up too much
room. Even a tie is bulky on a
space ship.

I'm sorry my mind keeps wand-
ering back to that ... a man's
reflections on a Christmas present

Merry Christmas

A real sincere Old-fashion-
ed Christmas to you and
your friends.

FLYNN'S
Meats and Groceries
$t. Peters Phone 13-12

EASTERN C

Spud Island Chips

Souris

HIPS INC.

A space-ship is ‘like a battleship
converted into a hospital; neat,
compact, hygienic, smelling a little
of air conditioning and disinfc®t-
ant, completely impersonal. None
of us has any personal possessions
with him. They would take up
space urgently needed for equip-
ment — equipment that may save
our lives.

But we were each permitted to
take one Christmas present with
us — one minute box with a hu-
Iman touch about it.

Ah. -, There’s a hole in the rock.
A round, smooth hole. Like a hatch
or a man-hole cover.

And there are rumblings there.

Beulah & Edwin

To our frierds and pat-
rons sincere hanks.
A MERRY LHRISTMAS
And
A HAPPY 1956
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HAPPY NEW YEAR
TO ALL
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In appreciation of
favers.
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to all

CHEVERIE BROS.
Groceries, Meats
& Confectionery
Souris

A MERRY CHRISTMAS

May we take a few minutes
from the hustle and bustle
of every day
wish you and yours un-
bounding joy for the Yule-
tide Season,

N. H. RICHARDS & SON

Groceries — Meats and Confectionery

routine te

Good wishes te our many
Good Friends.

Wheel Of Fortune
Lodge
|| Mrs. Harry Francis, Prop.

Fortune Bridge
Phone 50-4

We couple with Christ-
mas and New Year
Greetings our Thanks for

past favors.
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- CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
w. wish you every heppiness ;
For today and e ads of cheer:

To brighten every eoming hour
, of '56's New Year.
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For The Brightest
Christmas Ever

Moy Ghrisimes sandles light

S yeur way

To graater joy and peace;

And overy single New Year
Day

Your happiness inerease.

% -’mbnn

Fill your heart today,

Safely all the way,

SOURIS

IT'S CHRISTMAS TIME

May Christmas’ gentle spirit

'

And through the New Year guide you

Co-or
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—

imperial Produets
Red Point

e sl
Season’s
Greeatings
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MEN'S & BOYS'
WEAR

Est. W. B. Leard Reg'd.
Souris

Morell

Holiday Greetings!

TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS
May

DINGWELL & ROSSITER

General Merchant & Proeduce Dealers

Fill Christmas Day fer yeu

the Yuletide's
blessing—

every

and yours.

Phone 1

Sourls

EASTERN PACKING CO.

Phone 30

ST. PETER'S CO-OP

BENEFIT — BUILD

BUY -
ST. PETERS

Our wishes for your Heaith,

are unlimited.

Happiness and Prosperity
May yeu
have on extra share of al
things good this coming

yeur,

-




