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be so interpreted, are we to be kept at bay, from enacting sach
laws as may be advontageous to the colony, because a threat 1S
held over our heads that it is useless, forsooth, as our endeavours

_will be (rustrated, by other bodies in other places, are we (0
have a repetition of the noted de nova case of last session, by the
great officials, is this to be performed over again this session 1n
tresh matters, let us not be detered from the exercise of our
functions, by any sach wrong and unjust proceedings, yet as it
seemed the wish of the house Le would ask Jeave to withdraw
his resolution.

Mr. CoLes would not notice the subject, respfeting the natura
of leasing 1he land, as alluded to by, the hon. member Mr. Douse,
we have nothing to do with what has- been done, we have to
look 1o what shall be doue in fature, an exclusive rizht must not
be given-to any party, to the detriment of the undoubted right of
the fisherman. I it be determined that the proprietor shall con-
tribute. and pay into the treasury a sum to form a fund of com-
peusation, we cannot call upon them to pay for that, wherewith
they had nothing to do; and we ought th ‘chlde that it is the
fisherman’s right, and not that of the proprietors.

Mc. D. Macrean persisted in-the: right. of the house to deter-
mine, that the tenant should not in future pay any rent.

Hon. Mr. PALMER’s resolution, with the. amendment of the hon.
J.S. Macdonald, was then put and carried.

Mr. FPae said, he would not press his resolution, that of the
hon. member (Mr D. Maclean’s) embodying his own views.

. Hon. Mr. Palmer said, if that resolation only went to say that
the proprietor should not exact rent in future, he would go with
it, but to say that any other interest shall take precedence of the
fisherman’s, should not have his support. ;

.~ Mr. D Macceax did not intend any thing farther; leave it to
the Crown and the proprietors to arrange on other matters.

‘Mr. TuorxToN then moved that the words, “without inteife-
rfng with any right the Crown may enjoy, to exact rent for such
veserves, &c.” be added to the resolution of the hon. member
Mr. D. Maclean. 3

The Hon. the Speaxer said, he wished the committee not to
misunderstand him ; his object never was, that the proprietors
should enjoy rhe beuefit, yet he did not doubt but that the Crown
would demand rent. .

Hon. Mr. Paumer contended, this resoluticn went o re-
serve it to all, and not as it ought to be, a preference to the
fishing interest ; his views of compensation, &e. are p()rnpletely
lost sight of; how useless will it not be to expect it from the
proprietors, some of whom may be found unable to pay, and
had yet to learn by some stronger ground of argument, than as
yet had been afforded, why this good land shou!d not be made
available, or why it shoula go scot free altogether.

Mr. Cores said, he agreed with the hon. member for Charlotte-
town, that it was indispensable to createa fund from the reserves,
10 compensate those who may be injured by the fishermen ; a
small sum for each reserve would only be necessary, possibly
not exceeding in amouant two shillings, as it was not to be ex-
pected that any great part of the reserves would be required.

The resolution of the hon. member (Mr. D. Maclean) with the
amendments, was then put and carried, by a majority of 19 to 4+

Hon. Mr, Panmer said, he would hereafter endeavor to carry
his point, of a compensation fund. sy

A committee was then appointed to bring in a bill, consisting
of the following members-—Messrs. Rae, D. Maclean, Thorn
ton, Coles, Wightman, and the hon. J. S. Macdonald.

’ Marcu 15. $
House in Committee of Supply.
BOUNTIES FOR SEAL AND COD FISHING.

The hon.. the SPEaxer moved, that the sum of 300L. be
gramted, to encourage thisenterprise ; and as a further stimu-
lus to others, that 5001. be the amount for the two following
years. :

Mr. Cores advocated a larger sum; in his opinion, 500,
or as much thereof as might be required, should be appro-
priated for this year.

Mr. YEo agreed withrthe hon. member (Mr. Coles), on the
ground of the general wish of the country, for wherever he
travelled, the cry was, support the fisheries. 7

Mr. Coorer opposed bounties altogether, upon the princi-
ple of inconsistency in this enlightened age, to tax agricul-
turists to reward the others; nor are our finances in a state
to justify the grant. : 3

Mr. Yeo accused the hon. member of opposing every thing
intended for the general welfare.

Mr. Wienrman contended that great advantage would
arise to the Colony, provided we could set afloat an export
trade in fish. : by

"~ Mr. D. MacrLeaN could not support bounties { this was a

small and poor Colony, and such means were a poor way of

relief.

Mr. Douse concurred with what had fallen from Mr. Yeo,
relative to the line of conduct pursued by the hon. member
{Mr. Cooper), and thought so favourably of the proposition,
that on that account, he would refrain from usking for a grant
of 150L to the Agricultural Society, as was his previous in-
tenuon.

Mr. Hopso~ said, he thought 300 was as much as he
could, in his conscience, support for this year, viewing, as
they ought, the state of the revenue, which he (Mr. Hudson)
much regretted. R

Mr. CorEs was very sanguine, if proper and well-timed
encouragement were afforded, that this hitherto much ne-
glected resource of'the Colony might hereafter eclipse even
that of Newfoundland ; and in this advanced state of the
Colony we should not relax, hut strive to go-ahead. This
Colony has been called the Garden of North America, and
when its uamerous resources are fully developed, he did
not doubt but it would be found worthy ot that appellation.
_ Mr. Coorer said, a poorer tract of land could not be found;
itis nevertheless easily cultivated ; but without continual
stimulants, in the shape of manure, its crops are not to be
compnred with other Colonies which he could easily point
out; yet he would not say but a stranger might think far
otherwise in the month of August.

Mr. Cores wished the hon. member (Mr. Cooper) would
point out any Colony or country where manure was not re-
quired. He (Mr. Coles) knew it conveyed from 15 to 20
miles, even in England.

‘The hon. the SPEAKER said he thought hon. members were
travelling away from the question; the remarks of the hon.
member for King’s County (Mr. Cooper) must not go abroad
without comment. He (the Speaker) would say, without
fear of contradiction, that if one-fiftieth part of the expense
was gone to in this Island in the cultivation of the soil, it
would Le preferable to much of the land even of England,
where, it is well known, the simple process of draining,
causes an expense that would purchase the lauds of this
Colony ten timas over.

Mr. RAE said, the matter as to the good or bad quality of
the land could be easily settled, by taking the average pro-
duce of the Island and comparing that with cther countries.

Mr. Davzier admitted the soil was very kind, but would
not bear comparison with England ; to say what it might be-
come herealter, was going too far a-haud.

The Hon. Mr. PaLmEr differed with the hon. member for
Prince County (Mr. Hudson), who spoke of the state of tie
revenue, as an objection to the grant being made liberal, and
thought it was an argument to incuce the encouragement
of this branch of our resources whereby the revenue may be
increased. We ought to encourage those who are now fitting
out vessels for the purpose of the Seal Fishery, and to hold
out inducements for others ; and when they are established,
and get well under way, further bounties may be discontinu.
ed, asin all probability they would not then be required.
Hon. members should bear in mind the adaptation of the in-
habitants to the purpose of ship-building, and other requi-
Kites necessary to the carrying on of this trade, taking into
account the many other numerous advantages. He (Mr.
Palmer) saw nothing to prevent the expectation of equal suc-
cess with that of Newfoundland, and would give his support
to the larger sum,

Mr. Douse moved, that the sum for
Jieu of Three Hundred Pounds.

Mr. TrorxTox did not see any danger in increasing it to
seven or eight, inasmuch as it would not be awarded, if not

_required.
r. RAE moved, that Oue thousand Pounds be granted,
which proposition was only supported by five ayes.

Ultimately, it was determined that 400L. be this year’s
graut, and 500L for each of the two following years.

this year be five, in

Marcnh 18.
4 STATE OF THE COLONY.
Mr. Rae moved, that the House do now resolve itself into

® -

a Cominittee of the whole, to take into consideration the
State of the Colony. :

The Hon. Mr. PauMER said, it was not improbable that a
debate of two or three days might be consequent upon this
miotion, to the detriment of other and more important busi-
ness than was likely to resuit from this question; he would
also like 1o see a full House, which was not now «the case,
and would therefore move that it stand an order of the day
for to-morrow.

Mr. Rae was of opinion that if it was intended to be so
lenigthy a debate, the sooner it was begun the better; yet
he had no'such expectation ; three liours, instead of three
days, were wore likely to be consumed in debating the ques-
tion.  For unless any hon. member has received directions
{from his constituents, he (Mr. Rae) did not expect to make
one single convert. His (Mr. Rae’s) constituents required
him to bring the distressed state of the Colony under the
consideration of the House.

Mr. Fraser agreed with the hon. member (Mr. Rae), and
thought it might «s well be gone into at once ; and it hon.
members would not make such very long speeches, as was
too often the custom, no great length of time would be ne-
cessary to come to a decision. -

After some few additional remarks by several other hon.
members, the hon. Mr. Palmer’s amendment was put to the
vote, and lost by a majority of one.

The Hon. Mr. Palmer then moved, that Mr. A. Maclean
take the chair of the Commitiee.

Mr. Rae moved, as an amendment, that Mr, Cambridge
be chairman, which wasecarried.

Mr. Rae then rose, and without comment submitted the
following Resolution':— .

Resorvep, That the distress ‘of the Agriculturists under the
leasefliold tenure has continued vnabated, and that the causes
of this distress have been truly rapresented to the Imperial
Government in the various Addresses, &c., referred to in the
Resolutions 1 and 2 of the Hous: of Assemnbly, in Session, 1842,

The Hon. the SPEAKER then rose and suid, he could not
imagine for what purpose this was, for the ninety-ninth time,
again in‘roduced, unless, indeed, it was intended, by a side
wind, to obtain an expression of opinion upon that heretofore
expressed of this House, in a certain correspondepnce by his
Excellency the Lieutenant Governor.  But why should we
waste our time thus uselessly, metely to gratify a vindictive
feeling? So vaguely is the Resolution framed, that it is im-
possible to comiprehend its meaning ; thus grounds arise to
create a suspicion that something remains behind, wherehy
we are to be entrapped into some acknowiedgwment of for-
mer ¥otes or resolutions of a previous House of Assembly.
But why, Sir, 1 again repeat, are we to consume our time in
discussing over again what then took place ?  The deter-
mination evinced to bring it on to-day in a thin House looks
like raking advantage. Bat, Sir, 1 will endeavour to prevent
the intention, by hereafter lengthening this debate, to pre-
veut, if possible, the gratification of a vote, though it may
only exist for a few hours, inasmuch as that of this day may
be upset by a full House of to-morrow. 1 am, Sir, of opinion,
that when we become presently a little more enlightened as
to the design of the hon. mover, that it will be-found urterly
at variance with the rulés, as laid down by the House of
Commouns. 2

Mr. RAE said, there was no denying that the hon. Speaker
bad a majority in this House, or he would not now he exer-
cising the responsible office of the Speakership. But are
we siinply on that account to be deterred from the plain path
of our duty, in bringing forward measures, or introducing
resolutions that we may think favourably of, inerely hecause
we are in a minority 7 We may be conscious that our at-
temipt, beyoud the introduction, would not go much further;
yet it must not be thought to shake us off from the straight
line of our duty, or.that of standing up for the just rights of
onr constituents; but the responsibility must rest upon the
shoulders of those who are against us.

Mr. Coorer read some paragrajhs from the address that
was sent home last year, and whose comments thereupon
were intended to convinee hion. members, that as they had

therein confessed the tenants could not pay their rents, they
ought to consider themsclves pledged to bring something

forward to help them out of their distress. The hon. mem-
ber then quoted from former despatehes received from the

solidate, amend and continue the Acts relating to Merchant
Seamen, with several amendments.

Aud also—a Bill to amend and regulate the practice of
the Court of Chancery, and to render the proceedings there-
in less tedious and expeusive, to which they desired the con-
currence of the Assembly.

And also communicating the following Resolution :—

¢ Resolved, That the Honorable Charles Young have leave
to attend the Special Committee of the House of Assembly,
appointed to report generally on the subject of'the Crown
Landsin this Colony, and other references, to be examined
touehing the said references, if he shall think fit.”

‘I'ne Hon Mr. Palimer presented to the House a Bill to con-
tinue the Acts relating to Fire Engines, and other purposes.
Read a first and second time, committed, and reported with
amendments. :

An engrossed Bill from the Council, to amend and regu-
late the practice of the Court of Chancery, and to render
the proceedings therem less tedious and expensive, was
read for the first time, and ordered to be réad a second time
on Thursday next. %

The Hon. Mr. Palmer, from the Committee appointed to
draw up Reasons, to be offered to the Legislative Council,
at a Conference, for disagreeing to their amendments to the
Bill to confirm the Titles to lands purchased under the se-
veral Acts for raising an Assessment on Lands in this Island,
preseuted to the House the Report of the said Committee.
—Report recewved and adopted by the House, and a Confer-
ence desired “with the Couneil on the subject-matter of the
said amendments.

o THUrRSDAY, March 14.

Mr. Cooper read in his place a Petition of John Howell,
of Charlottetown, praying the House to alter and amend the
present practice of the Stpreme Court of Prince Edward
Island, in so far as the same differs from the Courts of Jus-
tice in the British Empire, in conformity with the Act rela-
ting to the recovery of Smiall Debts, passed in the present
Session of the Legislature, as laid down in the fifth and fifty-
second clauses of the said Act, so that any person applying
to the Prothonotary or Clerk of the said Court and telling
the particulars of his case, either verbally or in writing, the
Prothoniotary may give ghe applicant (on paying for them)
such documents as may be necessary for bringing the delin-
quent to trial, hefore the Court and a Jury of the country,
without hinderance by demurrer or otherwise—and that
either of the parties may be permitted to state their own
case to the Court and  the Jury, and to examine witnesses,
&e. 5 and that the verdict of the Jury may not be cancelled
or set aside, or by. any other manner that the House in its
wisdom may deem just and right, to afford Petitioner the
privilege of getting his grievances redressed by a Jury of the
country. o/ Py .

Mr. Cooper then moved, that the Rule limiting the time
for the reception of Petitions for local purposes be dispensed
with ; and that the said Petition be received and read.

The Hon. Mr. Palmer inoved, as an amendment to
question, that the said Petition be not received.

The House divided on the motion of amendment : ;

Yeas.—Hon. Mr. Palmer, Mr. Yeo, Mr. Dingwell, Mr.
Thornton, Mr. Coles, Mr. Montgomery, Mr. Dalziel, Mr.
Cambridge, Mr. Beairsto, Mr. Douse, Mr. Hudson, Mr. A.
Maclean, M. Wiglitman, Mr. D. Macdonald.—14.

Navs.—Mr. Cooper, Mr. Rae, Mr. Fraser, Mr. Macgregor,
Mr. D. Maclean.—35, "

So it was carried in the affirmative.

Mr. Beairsto, from the Committee of the whole House, on
the cousideration of Supply, reported according to order,
Eleven Resolutions of the said Committee ; among which
were the following :—

Resolved, That the sum of Sixty Pounds be granted
to.the Speaker, and the sum of Thirty Pounds to each
{nf'the'!\lembers of the House of Assembly, together with

travelling  expenses (in twice coming to and returning
Jfrnm the present Session), to reimburse them for tbeir
} attendance—deducting a ratable sum for every day’s ab-
iscnce of each Member after the 16th March.

the

Resolved, That the sam of Foar Pounds be granted, {

Home Government, and contended, that if he, and those | 3nd placed at the disposal 0!‘ the Lieutenant Governor,
who acted with him, were in a majority, that alleviating mea-" for the erection of a Beacon in the harbour of Crapaud,

sures would be carried, to the benefit of the oppressed in-
habitants, who may be very appropriately termed the slaves
of the proprietors.

The Hon. Mr. PaLmeRr said, the hon. member reminded |

him of the Lunatie, who thought all the world mad except-
ing himself; for he thinks every thing wrong, and every one
in ervor, saving lis weasures and his own egotist self. Is it
not most pitiful that the ntmost they can bring forward as a

remedy for the grievances of the Colony, is a resolution ten- |

ding to obtain a vote, that heretofore some resolutions have
been passed in thisand former Houses ? 1 contend, Sir, that

shame ought to be visible on the phisiognomy of every par- |

tizan of this worse than f{oolish resolution ; may we not, with
equal coneistency, designate every bit of paper on this table,
as a resolution ?  We ‘are making a good attempt this Ses-
sion to legislate for realities; by endeavouring to‘open the

resources of the Colony; he hoped the country at length {

would see the advantare to be derived from such Ineasures,
and will be convinced of Bur determination no longer to
waste our time. upon mere shadows; let hon. members act
cousistently, let them set their faces against such trumpery
as is now, for the hundreth time, again brought forward.

Mr. Dous® could come to no other conclusion than that
this resolution, disgusting as it was, was only to answer cer-
tain purposes and other certain ends of some few Lon. mem-
bers, who had, throughout this Session, opposed every thing
to benefit the Colony. (Order, order.) Yes, Sir, 1 will main-
tain it, and cannot forbear expressing my digust at such con-
duct, and such shameful attempts. T amn at a loss for a nane
whereby to shew my contempt. (Order, and chair, chair.)
The resolution is worse than frivolons. Were there an ls.
cheat Court in being to-morrow, no benefit would arise.
(¢ Try it,” said Mr. Cooper.) The tenantry are, I doubt not,
Sir, in indifferent and andesirable circumstances, but the al-
leviation will come from the opponents of the hon. meniber
(Mr. Cooper) and his tail, whose superlative wisdom will
bring about the loss of our House of Assembly, and whose
long system of agitation, and the evils consequent thereup-
on, will cause our children’s children to curse thewm!

(T'o be concluded in our next.)

. SUMMARY OF THE PROCEEDINGS.

TuEspAY, March 12.
_ Read a third time, and passed, the Bill intituled ¢ An Act
imposing Duties for raising a Revenue.’

Read a third time, and passed, the Bill relating to Entire
Horses.

The Bill to further amend the Act for ascertaining the
Boundariés of Counties and Townships, was, according to
order, read a second time, comumitted, and reported without
amendinent.

A motion being made, that the Report of the Committee
be agreed to;

The House divided on the question :

YEeas—Messrs Yeo, Rae, D. Macdonald, J. 8. Macdonald,
Beairsto, A. Maclean, Hudson, Fraser, Dalziel, Longworth,
Thornton, Montzomery, Douse, Dingwell, Palmer,

Navy—Mr. D. Maclean.

So it was carried in the affirmative,

The Bill concerning Bail in Civil cases was read

¢ a se-
cond time,

committed, aud reported without amendment,

WEDNEsSDAY, March 13.
Read a third time, and passed, the Bill to further amend
an Act passed in the Fourth year of the Reign of the late

King Willi%m the Fourth, for ascertaining the Boundaries of
the several Townships in this [sland.

Read a third time, and passed, the Bill concerning Bail in
Civil cases.

A Message was received from the Legislative Council,
acquainting the House that their Honors had passed the Bill

in further amendment of the Laws for making Lands and

Tenants liable for the payment of Debts, and the Bill to con-

or as much thereofas may -be necessary.

ResoLven, That the sum of Six Pounds be grant-
ed, and paid to the Trustees of St. James’s Charch, for
the use of a Pew in said Chureh, for the Officers of Go-
lvern'ment and Members of the Legislature.

Resouven, That the sum of Six Pounds be grant-
ed, and paid to the Trustees of the Wesleyan Chapel,
for the use of a Pew in that place of worship for the
’ Members of*the Leuislature,
| Resorvep, That the sum of Six Pounds be granted,
and paid to Charles Bourke, Souris, to enable him to
provide a Horse Scow at Souris Ferry. X

Rrsorvep, That the sum of Five Pounds be gran-
ted, and paid to the Ferryman at Ellis River, in Prince
County, towards building a Scow—the former Scow
being entirely deéstroyed.

Resorven, That the sum of Five Pounds be gran-
ted, and paid to James Bullpitt, Teacher, Crapaud, who
has lost his property by fire during the presen; winter.

-And the First of the said Resolutions being again read,
Mr. Douse meved, in amendment thereto, that the following
words be struck out—¢ deducting a ratable sum for every
“day’s absence of each Member, after the 16th March.”
The House divided on the motion of amendment :

Yeas, 14; Nays, 5.

So it was carried in the affirmative.

The Hon. Mr. Palmer, from the Committee appointed to
prepare and bring in a Bill relating to the Fire Engine Com-
panies of Charlottetown, presented to the House the draught
of a Bill, as prepared by the said Committee ;"and the same
was received and read for the first time.—Second reading
to-morrow.

Mr. Thornton, from the Committee appointed to report on
the subject of Crown Lands generally, and other references,
with power to report from time to time—presented to the
House tie First Report of the said Committee.—To be com-
mitted to a Committee of the whole House to-morrow.

The Hon. Mr. Palmer, from the Committee appointed to
prepare and bring in a Bill for the better preventing Acci-

| dents by Fire within Charlottctown, presented to the House
a Bill, as prepared by the Committee; and the same was-

read the first and second time,

committed, and reported with
amendments.

To be engrossed.

: Fripay, March 15.

The Bill to consolidate the Laws relating to the Fire
Engine Companies of Charlottetown, was, according to order,
read a second time, committed, and reported with amend-
ments. To be engrosse d. ¢

Read a third time, and passed, the Bill intituled An Aect
for the better preventing Accidents by Fire within Charlotte-
town.

The House then resolved itself into a Committee of the
whole House, to consider the Reports of the Special Com-
mittee appointed-to take charge of the Government House
and Public Furniture—Mr, A. Maclean in the chair,

After some time spent’ therein, the Chairman reported
that the Committee had come to the following Resolution :-

“Resolved, That it be recommended to the House, when
in Committee of Supply, to provide a sufficient sum to be
expended by the Joint” Committee of the Council ar,ld As-
sembly haviog charge of ths Government House and Public
Furniture, in procuring such articles of Furniture as may be
necessary to be replaced.”

And the said Resolution being again read, and the ques-
tion put thereon ; the House divided

YEeas—Messrs. Yeo, Longworth, Cambridge, Dalziel
Wightman, J. S. Macdenald, Palmer, Aitken, Thornton, A
Maclean, Coles, Beairsto.—12.

Navs—Messrs. D. Macdonald, Fraser,
lean, Rae, Montgomery, Dingwell, Coo

So it was carried in the affirmative,

Macintosh, D. Mac-
per, Macgregor.—9.

SATURDAY, Mareh 16. )
The Order of the Day, for the House in Committee to
sider further of a Supply, being read ; the House "“c’ordci;o:~
ly resolved itself into the said Committee—Mr, Beairsto £
the chair. e

After some time spent therein, Mr. Beairsto reported, they

the Committee had come to several Resoluti’ons, Whicl, |,

was directed to submit to the House whenever it shall ll):
pleased to receive the same.—Report to be received ;
day next. % *

Monpay, Mareh 18,

Ordered, That the Hon, Mr. Palmer have leave to "
a Petition of divers Inhabitants of Charlottetown anq’
where, setting forth—That there is not at present, nop
there ever been, a Marine lnsurauce Compnny_ estaly
in this Island:  "That large amouuts of property belopg
this Island are yearly Insured on Maritime
such Insurance is effected by the Companies of othey
tries or Provinces: That your Petitioners, with othe
associated themselves into and are about formj
Stock Coumpany, to insure on Marine Risks. proper
ing to this Island; but in order to accomplish the
your Petitioners, and to render their undertaking yge
safe to the public, they will require to be incorpior
Act of the Legislature: and praying that the Hoy
sembly, taking into consideration the great benefi
Publie, as well as the insured, will derive from the
blishment of such a Company in this Lsland, will be 1.
to pass an Act extending to them the tsual powe of
Companies, when incorporated by Act of Par iam
Assembly.—Referred to a Committee of three‘m,{‘
report thereon by Bill or otherwise. : 4

5
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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL.,

Monpav, March 11th, 1844,
HOUSE IN COMMITTEE ON SCHOOL BILL.
Hos. Mg. Rick in the Chaiy, =
The Hon. Mr Holl, from the Committee appointed to ex
amine into and report upon the state of Educatioh in th
Island, presented to the House the Report of the said Coyg
mittee, which he read in his'place, and which is. as follg
eth : .
“ Your Committe regret that, on a careful exeminatio;
the School Visitor’s Report for the past year, a conside
ble diminution is apparent in the number of the Scholars,
a proportionate decrease in the number of Masters, whic
be evident by a reference to the Tabular Statement ac
panying this report. 'I'o what cause this is to be atfribu
remains to be seen; but your Committee trust, as' the
ject is now under the consideratién of the House of As
bly, such amendments will be made as may be ca
to render the system more effective. Your Committee
call your Honors’ attention to that part of the Addres
answer to His Excellency’s speech at the comn.encem
the Session, in which this branch of the Legislature exp
ed its “ full concurrence with His Excelleney in the
importance of diffusing civil and religious instructiona
the poorer classes, together with an assurance that
deavours shall be wanting to promote so desirable an o
and your Committee feel assured, that in accorda
these views, the Council is fully prepared to act, a
the Bill is before it, give the whole subject of Educati
attentive consideration to which, from its vast importa
the community,'it is so justly entitled.” LS
By this statement it appears, that, instead of an i
within the last twelve months, in the number of chil
tending the different district schools throughout the
there had actually been a decrease of 526, and in.
17. The Hon. Mr. Holl thought the fact required in
tion. It must be owing to some peculiarity of cirs
in the localities in which the falling off has occurred.
respect to the annual remuneration of Feur pounds,
to each memberof the Board of Education, and the
ment salaries of Teachers, he thought, if it were urged
practice of a strict economy, it should enly be with re
matters of less importance than the important one— J
cation of the rising generation. IHe should like it t . g
Lo the public that their honors were perfoctly willigg to
crease the provision for the support of Schools, | [
there were any chance of a corresponding benefit a
from it to the country, in the way of a religious, moral,
practical education. 0
The Hon. Mr. Irving had spoken with an individual
acquainted with the qualifications of District Teachers,
he, (the individual of whom he spoke) recommended
examination of the whole body. It is highly pmlm&l%
some of the District teachers, whose qualifications w
present, be held insufficient, were amongst the best who
be procured at the time they passed the Board ; but
believed, there were many unemployed teachers in the cou I
try, of quallifications much superior to those of many hold
situations, and he thought it would be well if; by me; ofa
general re-examination, the country were affirded an ¢ pp
tunity of parting with inefficient teachers, and engaging
properly qualified in their stead.
The Hovo. Mr. [lort fully concurred in what had
from the hon. member who had just sat down. The exs
nation, by the Board of Eduncation, of all candidates
to be strict.  They ought to be well satisfied th
person. to whom they grant a License, wis,
ry respect properly qualified to discharge the
of a Schoolmaster. The great expense to whi
country was subjected for the support  of publie sel
would otherwise be quite thrown away, and the legi
system for the encouragment ot education would bec
mere nonentity. The propriety of establishing a uniform
of tuition in all the district schonls of the' [sland had been
suggested to him, and he was fully alive to the propriety of
the suggestion. In thefirst place then a sufficient sum mm
be granted, by the Legislature, for the purchase ofa _propet.
supply of books, by means of which to intrcduce uniform
It was well known, and he belioved generally lamented,’ 3
the children in our district schools were soill suppliedlﬁ 5
books, that, with respect to them, they might be said to bein
a complete state of destitution. Of what use could schools.
possibly be without the necessary implements for the prosecu-
ling of the buisness of education > The duties of the Vit
ought to be fully preseribed in the bill, and as at times,
proper discharge of them might be painful to his feelings,
and very lLikely to subjecthim to accusations of unfairness and
partiality, he ought to be compelled to the discharge of them”
by a penalty for neglect : the plea of such a penalty Wm'"l :
also, in some degree, protect him from the annoyance 0
unreasonable complaints and unjust accusations on UIGP"‘,'“F
negligentor inefficient teachers. i
After the clause enabling two thirds of the inh;bi@lm\-‘lf‘
any School District to assess the remainirg one third, for the
support of a teacher of either class, had been read by tl ahﬂ 4
Chairman R
The Hon. Mr.'Holl said it was necessary to make a stand
against this clause. lt was most tyrannical to call upon pers
sons to contribute to the suport of a school, and the sup[&{%ﬂ%’
of it with certain materials, when they could noty W
they were willing, derive any benefit from the one 01’"*&;
other. Here it was not as in the United States, wheré
Schools were supported by district assessments, the teachers.
there were generally men of first rate qualifications. Her
the fact is very different : men of the meanest qualifications.
are acting as District Teachers, and the people are as strictly :
bound to support them, as if they were men of the highest
attainments. f LR
The Hon. Mr. Swabey remarked, that ifa person could
shew that his children were educated elsewhere, he was no[» !
bound to support the School in his District. )
After the hon. Chairman had read the clause providing for
the recovery of the assessed school-fees before Small De
Commissioners, in the name of the Trustees, ‘
The Hon. Mr. Swabey said he thought. the clause required
much consideration. It was not clear to him that the teach-
er was not shut out from suing for his own. dues. = .
The Hon. Mr. Macdonald had known eases in which it
had almost been so. § 181K
On the clause empowering the Trustees of an  District
School to assess ths inhabitants of the District for the repairs
of the School House, and for Fuel. VIV
The Hon. Mr. Holl said, this clause appeared to him 0
operate most unjustly. [t was hard enough  to com_pel ‘one

third to coutribute to the salary of the master, for thecon.

on Mop.
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