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POCCAHONTAS !
A STORY OF TUK FIRST ENGLISH EMIGRANTS TO NORTH
AMERICA, rqv:)mm ON ¥ACT.

APTER X
T ouF Task chaptar.we loft Smiih & captive.
On—urrlvm‘ at the Indian settlement he was
not long kept in suspense as to his fate.
Two great stones were rolled before Pow-
hattan ; and the unhappy prisoner was, by
the united foree of the attendant Indians,
dragged towards them, while a fierce sa-
vage, with a knotted club, waited but Pow-
hattan’s order to give the fatal blow. At
this' eritical moment, however, Poccahon-
tas ran to her father, and in an agony of
|nef poured out her entreaties for f he cap-
tive's life. It was, however, in vain—
Powhattan sternly refused. The exec
tioner of his savage vengeance grasped

club more fiercely, as if impatient to inflict
the fatal stroke. It was then that Pocca-
hontas - pero that heroic deed wi
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poets have sung and sculptors chiselled in
marblo—a deed so self-sacrificing and so
generbus, that it might have been deemed ro-
not historic evidence confirmed
s record. Rushing forward in time to
avert the Indian’s stroke, she grasped the
captive, and placing her own head on the
block, demanded that the first blow should
fall on her, How wondrous is the power
of tenderness, even on a savage nature !
‘The moody countenance of Powhattan look-
ed dark as midnight ; but gradually the
storm cleared away. He gave the signal
| for Smith to be unbound. His daughter’s
rlmung had prevailed, The prisoner’s
ifo was spared

The sequel to this scene
American chronicler ;—* It appears to
have baen the intenti the savage Pow-
hattan to have detained Smith ; but, from
some cause, he speedily changed his mind,
and in two days afterwards sent him blek
to James-town with a guard of followers,
upon condition that he should remit two
culverins and a millstone for his ransom.”

is ovent, Poccahontas’ career
b s matter of regular history. She
w%" isited Jumes-town, and many
v ces which she rendered to
The settlers always
llh warmth, The noble

If-de: of‘the girl’s conduct to their
;»...rmnmuumumny acknowledged ;
not the shadow of-a doubt cxisted ina umgle
breast of the purity of
her partiality for him ever made the subject
of a vibald jest. As for the Governor him-
self, need we say that he entertained the
sincerest regard for Poccahontas. Most
unfeeling, had he felt otherwise, must he
have been. Twice had she saved his life,
and preserved at the same time his infant
colony from destruction. But a dark pas-
sage at this rests upon his memory,
| Itis said that he promised his Indian de-

liverer that she should be his wife—a pro-
mue dictated by state policy, and made but

o delude.

If this heavy eharge bo true, the render
may well imagine with what satisfaction
Smith availed himself of an opportunity
m-x opened, of extricating himself from

ixi by returning to Engl-nd
wmn. busily engaged in his dutie
vernor, an accidental explosion of g1 npow-
der had inflicted on him a dangerous wound,
which the absence of surgical skill render-
ed doubly perilous A vessel being about
to sail for Englaud, he embarked in it.
He had been to the settlers a gallant chief,
and their tears flowed thick and fast as he
bade them adieu. Nor could he himself,
without emotion, look upon the spot which
he was quitting, as it turned out, for ever.
Oue image, too, we may well believe, flit-
ted before him at that hour. the kind-
ness of Paccahontas and her self-sacrificing
love rose before hir. mingled with the recol-
lection of pmmlul broken, or expectations

related by an-
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only to be d; as he

thought how she would feel ‘when she learn-
ed that he had departed ; there must have
stirred within his breast dark and gloomy
reflections. - The, vessel’s sails were hoist-
ed however, a favouring breeze filled them,
and James-town faded from Smith's view,
How Pocahontas bore the gloomy intel-

n either of the Chrigoed Gowt

ligence which announeed to her the Gover-
‘norl depa , we must leave the reader
to conceive, 1t is said that, by a base de-
u ion, she was t at fie was dead—

all but too Ii bave been prac-
hnd Ingratitude, , did not ehlll
‘her heart. llor good dlm towards the

ted in the Christion religion, sl:e renounced
the |dolllor¥ of her country, made phofes-
sion of Christianity, and was baptised by
the name of Rebecca. Mr. Rolfe, a young
man of rank, was so captivated by her
ﬁncwﬂ- manners, that he offered her his
and, which wus accepted. Mr. Rol! soli-
cited the consent of Powhattan to their
union ; and, this hmmﬁ been granted, the
nugln were celebrated with great pomp.

ne son was the fruit of this marriage.
Accompanied by her child and hu
Poccahontas, in'the year 1616, paid a visit
to England. She had made a tolerable
rroﬁciency in the language, and news of
ier heroic conduct having preceded her,
she was presented at court, and met with the
kindest and most affectionate treatment
from persons of the first rank and stal
The English ladies and gen
to offer their services to her.
tion was not, however, to be long required.
When in the ncwhbourhuud of London, she
received a_ visit from one with whose face
she was, alas, b. t too familiar—one whom
she appears to have thought was slumber
ing in the grave. This visitor was Smith,
Long dormant emotions were recalled, and
she was violently agitated. ¢ long she
was taken ill, at (xrnvelend of the small-

X, and died, How far.her frame had

een weakened by meeting him whom she

had so much loved, and by the disvovery
of the artifice which had been practised
upon her us t6 his death, it is now impossible
to sa;

A fow words more in connection with
Poccahontas remain to be added. Her fate
called forth, in England, the sympathy of
all who knew how much she had done to
support the cause and save the lives of the
carly British settlers in America. Her death,
too, was deeply regretted by Powhattan,
who continued, however, faithfully to keep
his promise of friendship to the English.
Powhattan also expressed his joy that her
son lived, and hoped that, aiter the boy
should have grown up and becomo strong,
he would again return from beyond the
great salt lake and Lim.

After his mother’s death, "young Rolf re-
mained in England, to be educated under.

the care ncle. He afterwards went
to Virginia, and rose to distinction and
afiluence in his native country. By his

marriage he had u_daughter, an only child,
from whom have sprang soms of the prin-
cipal families in Virginia. ** Among her
descendants,” says Mr. Halkett, author
of Historical Notes on North America,
“is Mr. John Randolph, of Roanoke, wuh
whom I became acquainted during o long
and stormy period—in which he s
repr

nia—and who, highly and justly distinguish-
ed by his conntrymen as an orator and a
scholar, perhaps esteems himself in nothing
more fortunate than that there flows in his
veins the blood of Poccahontas.”

Thus ends the history of Poccahontas—
one of singular tenderncss and interest. In
our opnmng chaplml we have followed the
narral German writer, who quotes,
as his thorlly, the Duke de Werner's
travels in North America. All the events
recorded in this chapter are in strict har-
mony with history ; and although, upon
comparing the German narrative with the
English versions, there are traceable some
colouring of u poetic fancy, and some slight
variations, yet it is gratifying to know that
these differences do not affect the mai
cide: That Poccahontas saved the life
of Smith by offering to sacrifice her own-—
that she swam the cold river to give timely
intelligence of the destruction of James-
town—that she married and died as above
related—are real events in her life. Justly,
therefore, is her memory regarded with a
tender and almost romantic interest. ' She
has been praised in song, sculptured in
marble, #nd embalmed in history. Bu
there is a higher satisfaction even than this.
Itis pleasing to know that there is good
reason to hope that this true heroine was
led to a heartfelt acquaintance with the
Saviour ; that a disposition naturally so
amiablo was purified and vefined by the

race of the Holy Spirit; and that her

5

eart, so loving and aflectionate, was given
sincerely to One whose natute is love, and
whou service is perfect hay A con-

tem) account of her states—
nm it gave joy to the to hear
and see ‘uor make so rl'llgioul and godly

an end.”
" ln reference to Smith’s conduct to

" were

even aftér Smith’s departure. Hostilities
h-vn brohn out with Powhattan, a Cap-

rgall, in order to regain an influence
nver the chief, enticed Poccahontas on
board his v i and cay sd her once more
to the English uthu Her services
were not forg: hnu.ur ; she was de-
uhod in capti but 'leod with all ho-

e piviag hnr N dence at James-town,

ontas gained advantages which more
_compen utod for her trials and dissap-
nts, Having been carefully instruc-

we may mention that, on her
umv-l in England, he wrote a Tetter to the
queen, wluowluding what services |ho

had conferred on colony.
n narrative also, which hl ublishe ul\er
her death, he admits that met her at

Brentford, and that she said that she had

been told that he was deadz But he says

nothing about himself havilg caused that | d

report to bo spread, nor . his bavi
romised her marriago. writer, name:

E-hm- however dlmlly ohnw him with
It seems,” s y-

the latter accusation.
hl-u "Mhﬁn his princess marril

Mr. Rolfe, she had been given to under-
stand that Cnpum Smith was dead ; for he
was the first man she had set her aflections
upon, and I make no doubt he had i
sed to marry her when he was in her father’s
court ; for when he came to wait upon her,
on her arrival in England, she appeared
surprised, turned away from him with the
utmost scorn and resentment, and it wi
some hours before she could be prevailed
upon to speak to him. She could not be-
lieve that the man for whom she had done
s0 much and ran so many hazards, would
have deceived ber; and when she did
vouchsafe to hear h:m, she still reproachgd
him with ingratitude.”

The account which the German writer
has followed differs, we may add, from the

nglish version, chiefly in point of chrono-
logical arrangement, The delivery of
James-town, for m-lmce, by Pocuhonlu
swimming through the river, is in the En-
glish accounts made to follow, instead of
precede, her rescue of the Governor from
the club of the savage executioner. Jukka
has evidently, also, in the German version.
been substituted fog a savage described by,
the English writers under the formidable
name Opechankanough.

VARIEVTIEB.

Lonp Exnnssr Vane.—The following
case, with regard to the enlistment of a son
of ¢the Marquis of Londonderry, is, we
believe, substantially true :—* A’good deal
of surprise was occasioned on Friday by
the announcement that Lord Ernest Vane,
youngest son of the Marquise of London~
derry, had enlisted in the 4th Royal #rish
Dragoons. It appears that the noble lord
been for some time past staying in the
nei; hbourhood of Winchester as a pupil in
the house of a clergyman, and on Thursday
Tlast, came to town by the South Western
lew-y, accompanied by his groom

ceeded at once to Charles-street, where he

fell in with a recruiting serjeant, with whom | !

he enlisted, and then tried hard to induce
the groom to follow his example, but with-
out effect. The servant returned to Win-
chester, and communicated the extraordi-
nary news to the family, and the electric
telegraph was resorted to; but the infor-
mation reached the noble marquis too late.
“The noble lord and a party of recruits were
regularly attested at A police-
court on Friday ; and although some of the
authorities at the istrate’s office recog-
nized him, heuldml;s ind was made up.
He gave the name of ¢ rnest Smilh,'lnd
started  wi comrades for Dublin.
His lordship nineteenth year, about
five feet ten inches in height, stout and well
made, and appears at present resolved to
follow ~ out Eu newly-adopted ~career.”
Since the above was published in the

server, we learn that the fast young lord
has been released, and that his father has
sent him to a ary lemy. This case,
then, shows that there is a law for the rich,
and another for the poor. If** Ernest S
had been the only son of a poor widow o
had enlisted i fr ration, the
widow might have wept till her heart-strings
broke before liberty would bave been
granted to her son. If we remember right-
ly, u son of the late Sir Bellingham Graham
enlisted some yeurs ago in the Life Guards.
His wise father did not buy him off, and
the son, who lluo by no means lacked
wisdom, proved b; z' his conduct that he was
not unwnr(hy of being enrolled the
"Gemlnuun of Her Majest umovgo al
Guards.” The Princes of Prussia begin
their military career as private soldiers, and
we have seen one of them standing as senti-
nel in Berlin. A little such preparatory
training would have done no harm to Mas-
ter Ernest Smith,— Church and State Gaz-
elle.

Tue WesLeyans,—In a course of a trial
before Vice Chancellor, Sir W. P. Wood,
respecting the trusts of a Methodist chupcl
it was stated that in the Wesleyan body
there are 14,000 local preachers, who are
nol plllon, but who besides preaching, are

ed in their daily callings and pursuits,
by embracing many members, of the -nuo
and the bar, down to the lowest artisan.”
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