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Expect Closure
Rule Modified '

OTTAWA (CP) — Abolition of
the Commons closure rule is ex-
pected to be among the first elec-
tion promi John Diefenbak
will attempt to carry out.

The prime minister-designate is
understood to be determined to
wipe out closure, whereby a gov-
ernment majority can limit Com-
mons debate.

The promise to do so was in-
eluded in the opening speech of
his campaign and repeated period-
jcally during the weeks that fol-
lowed.

The Liberal government's use of
the rarely-applied closure weapon
was a feature of last year's bitter
pipeline debate. The device was
used at all four stages of the pipe-
line bill'gh passage through the
Commons.

The closure rule, adopted in Can-
ada before the First World War,
had been used previously on only

| seven occasions, the last time in
1932.
CHANGE SPEAKERS

Mr. Diefenbaker is undesrtood
to feel that the rule should not ex-
ist so long as the Commons has
a Speaker who is changed at the
start of each Parliament and se-
Jected from among the ranks of
the government party.

During his campaign he also
ecame out strongly for appoint-
ment of a permanent Speaker—an
arbiter of Commons rules who
would hold the position on his
merit and not be changed after
each election. But it is possible
that such a change could not be
implemented at once,

government would have no way of
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bate normally is done by agree-
ment, and after the Speaker
agrees to its use.
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In a statement Monday, retiring
Prime Minister St. Laurent said
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P. E. . Picnic i

The Prince Edward Island pic-
nie will be held on July 14th in

Stanley Park, Vancouver, by the .
Islanders mow living there and a
wirm welcome is extended to all e
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