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Unhorse Dief

By JOHN YORSTON

MONTREAL (CP)—Leon Bal-
cer, deputy leader of the Pro-
gressive Conservative party,
said Monday there is “no ploi”*
to unhorse John Diefenbaker as
national leader.

He was replying to a question
during a press conference that
followed a_question-and-answer
session with students of Sir
George Williams University.

Many of the students' ques-
tions dealt with the Conserva-
tive leadership.

“There is no plot,” said Mr
Balcer, whose differences with
Mr. Diefenbaker on the flag and
onstitutional amendment ques |
tions were made public ‘e
cently

“We are a great political
party. We are a democratic
party and we are free fo ex-
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Let us not forget those
who died that we might

press our opinions."
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The Supreme Sacrifice . . .
Il That we Might Be

mercial plant for irradiation of
foodstuffs to prolong their nat-
ural freshness

The plant, under construction
at Ste. Hilaire outside Montreal,

will_employ a new system of
bombarding perishable food s,
with gamma rays, a fechnique
which prevents sprouting
vooting and permits long-term
storage.

€. N Blankstein, managing
director of G B R Associates,
said in an inferview the fech-

nique may be a breakthrough
for sclence in combatting one

oldest enemies. cycli-

< exploding population
through the formation of auxil-
fary food banks

The St Hilawe plant may be
the start of a number of similar
establishments in Canada and
other nations. Newfield Food
Products Ltd. the owner, is
organizing a team of design,
enzineering, research and scl-
entific personnel fo assist
others in similar installations

The Newfield plant will use a
byproduct of atomic fission and

€ storage

ation cells from dividing, and
which inhibits sprouting and
rooting. No radiation is retained
in the treated fc
Newfield at first will use the
process on potatoes Other veg-
etables and certain fresh fruits
later, The
bombardment technique can be
used to sterilize meat and to
maintain the freshness of fish
and poultry.
Potatoes, 2 major part of the
diet in many countries, and a
mple of how the

good exa
gamma ray process can be|
used in 2 longterm storage
program

Unireated potatoes sprout in
Treated potatoes don't
sprout and remain in perfect
condition after as long as 60

Equivalent freshness, impor-
tant in shipping produce to dis-
tant markets, can be imparted

to other vegetables and fruits. |

A great deal of research on
food irradiation has been done
United

in Canada and the
States but there has bees

commercial adaptation of proc-

esses developed until now.
Atomic Energy of Canada

3

|using walls of concrete two fo

five feet taick, was devised fo

contain radiation. Automatic

conveyor systems and remote-

control handling gear had to be
vised.

| dey

The cobalt 60 is in a six-ton
|source flask. The top 1s loos-
|ened and flask lowered in 2 20-

|The cobalt rods are removed,
to be placed in a staink el
|apparatus  which reser a
|large ladder. the cobalt rods

forming the steps
After being hoisted fror
water, the ladder is coiled

into the shape of a small ferris |

wheel. Containers moving on a
conveyor system and each
|0lding 2,700 pounds of potatoes
pass around the coil, receiving
radiation on all sides. Twenty
containers can be handled in
one hour.
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