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A Time For Prayer
The mos mn anniversary in
the Christian caler s the one we
shall be observing rrow under
the name of Good F The term
s believed to ruption of
“God'’s Frid e, as the
anniversary of on, it is

@& day of mourning,
tation throughout the
world. It will be fc
by the rejoicing accomr
Easter festival of the

but for the time being it behooves
all of us to ponder its sacrificial
gignificance. P s at no other
time in the wor s thers

greater nee r ur
daily preoccupations to nd.

It now seems alm itable
that atmo Y
be resumed before
ever. This fa
taken by the Ur S
eoncurrence of B
48 a change in the attitude of the
Soviet Union toward supervised
test ban treaty. Canada has consis-
tently opposed the res
tests by either of the ¢y nuclear
powers ; but it re s well, that
a treaty without € ite super-
vision would be playing into Com-
munist hands. The prospect {s omin.
ous, either way

We believe that no leader has
ever faced a harder ice than
President Ke has been forced
to.make on thi Va know
that he real as we do in Can-
ada, the insanity of this ever-spiral-
¥ing race in n A and that
it is at odds with every precept of
the Christian gospel. He knows, be-
eause he is a Christian; and the aw-
ful responsibility he is shouldering
will make particularly harrowing
his meditat n s occasion of
Good Friday o rvance

In our own w haps, we
een help by praving t a full meas-
ure of Divine guidance will be
wouchsafed to the American Presi-
dent at this. eritical juncture in

world affairs

A\ " ’
Operation Freedom’

The Canadian Chamber of Com-
merce has been identified with many
worthwhile causes through the
years, but its “Operation Freedom”
& national campaign designed to
arouse and inform Canadians about
the values of free enter
dangers that threaten it—has
brought criticism from many repu-
table sources. It might be well for
the Chamber to take another look
at the methods it has ‘adopted in
this eampaign, for they represent an

extreme view that fits in poorly with
our democratic system
For exdmple, in one of the new

booklets, “Fallacies of Sdialism
which the Chamber has recommend-
od for public sehools, state-
ment appears:

“If we allow to be
Yulled into a false sense of security
by the siren song of those who are
selling the vision of ‘security’ by
means of the Welfare State and
Socialism, we are opening the door
20 those who are planning to include
Canada in the world union of Soviet
Socialist Republics.”

This, comments the Ottawa Citi-
#8n, is surely not the kind of ma‘er-
fal that should be going into Can-

's elassrooms. While the private

system is favored by the
of Canadians, it is also

this

o
come necessary in the countr;
velopment. At any rate, all
political parties are making bids
for support at this time in the direc-
tion of more social security. It is
a question of degree, not of kind
The private enterprise system as we
knew it years ago has gone by the
board in Canada and in practically
every country where it flourished.
The Scandinavian countries are a
striking example in this respect, and
Britain is not far behind.

The Board of Trade of Metro-
politan Toronto has just rejected

the Chamber's campaign. While
agreeing with the aims of the pro-
ject, it objects strongly to its

methods. Especially objectionable, it
finds, is the phase of the operation
which is directed at school children.

Mr. Claude Jodoin, president of
the Canadian Labor Congress, has
denounced the Chamber for trying
to import McCarthyism into Can~da
and lumping socialism and Commun-
ism together in attacking the wel-
fare state. Mr. T.C. Douglas, too,
has gotten involved in the con-
troversy, linking the Chamber’s
activities with one of the signs of
the emergence of “neo-fascism” in
North America.

One does not need to hold social-
ist views to realize that a campaign
of this kind invites counter-mea-
sures equally unfortunzte from the
standpoint of the public interest. It
would be a poor service to “free-
dom"” to insist on continuing it.

The Unsolved Question

There was widespread apprecia-
tion of the Ottawa news about the
Causeway. The election, however,
comes first, and there is a lot of
guessing as to whether, having
scored a record victory at the polls
last time with the capture of 208 out
of the 265 seats in the House of Com-
mons, the Conservatives can turn the
trick again with a big majority vie-
tory. Most of the prognosticators are
doubtful of the likelihood of this
achievement. Certainly the Gallop
Poll indicates a falling off in Con-
servative popularity ; but Prime Min-
ister Diefenbaker has a good answer
to that. He points out that his party
formed the Government in 1957 even
though the Poll indicated it did not
have a chance.

In point of fact, however, the
Conservatives did get fewer votes
than the Liberals in that election—
39 per cent against 41 per cent; but
it won 112 seats compared with 105
for the Liberals. On that occasion
Mr. Diefenbaker formed a govern-
ment without an absolute majority.

Today the Conservatives have
203 members in the Commons,
against 52 Liberals, with eight CCF-
New Democrats and three vacancies.
For a party to have an absolute ma-
jority in the House it must have
134 seats, allowing for the naming
of one member as Speaker. That
means that to lose its majority the
Conservative Party must drop more
than 69 seats. To gain a clear major-
ity, the Liberal Party has to pick
up the staggering total of 82 more
seats than it now holds.

However, there’s a joker in the
pack that the Liberals are banking
on. Since 66 of the Commons seats
were won in 1958 with a majority
of no more than 10 per cent, oniy a
5 per cent swing in the vote from
one party to the other might cause
them to change. Of these 66, no
fewer than 46 are held by the Con-
servatives.

It’s on the great mass of voters
whose support remains uncommitted
than all the parties must figure.
According to the Gallop Poll (and
Mr. Diefenbaker hasn't taken ex-
ception to this caleulation) those
who are undecided about how they
would cast their ballot have climb-
ed from 22 per cent late in 1960 to
around 30 per cent today. In On-
tario, the key province in this elee-
tion, the proportion of uncommitted
voters is estimated at 34 per cent.

So, In the weeks ahead, the
parties will be concentrating on this
portion of the electorate which
hasn’t made up its mind. How its
vote will swing will not be known till
the last moment: then it will be too
late to do much about it.

wins, however, we are
hoping that our Causeway is safely
in the bag. There will be a long wait
yet before it materializes, but our

cation have been established. Now,
where were we about those elec-
tion prospects . . .7
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“LET ‘EM EAT BULLETS”

CHINA'S FOOD CRISIS
Farm Failure Halts Industrial Progress

The National People’s Con- |
gress (which is the parliament |
of Communist China) has been |
in session in Peking.

It is the first meeting for two
years, though, according to the
constitution, congress i
meet every year to hear and
discuss the report of the gov-
emment on d on
policy. It was held in complete
secrecy. Nothing has been pub-
lished, except that the custom-
ary report was, as usual, made
by the Premier Mr. Chou En-

|

Lai

The reason for secrecy Is
clear enough. The report is one
which the government could no
longer withhold from congress. |
1t is one which, If it were made
public, must seriously damage
the prestige of Communist |

| China, both in the Communist |

countries and in the world.
Chou can have reported

only that 12 years after the es-
tablishment of the “People’s |
Republic,” China is facing a
dangerous economic crisis. Pri-
marily it is a food erisis. The
agricultural policy of the re-
gime has failed to “deliver the
goods.” Food is scarce almost
everywhere, some provinces
are reported on the verge of fa-
mine. And this has had & dam-
aging effect on industry. |

Failure in the sphere of ag- | |

riculture is a familiar feature |
of all Communist countries.
They achieve many things. But
they cannot, apparently, sue-
ceed in the primary task of
providing adequate food supp-
lies for their people. |

SOVIET PROBLEM |
Soviet Russia has tried expe-
dient after expedient since the
“‘mobilisation in the struggle for |
bread” of 1918. But still the
problem remains unsolved. Still,
as Mr. Khrushchev had to re-
port to the Central Committee
of the Communist Party, the es-
sential production targets have
not been reached and in some
foodstuffs, such as meat, the

shortage is “serious.”

It is %o serious that a whole
new apparatus of agricul-
tural “production  manage-
ment boards” has been creat-
instructions, Mr.
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increased agricultural
force. That is dislocating and
retarding the industrial develop-
ment programme. |

It must shatter the interna- |
tional image of ‘ommun- |
ist China which had been not un- |
ccessfully built up. That was |
a picture of a great nation, r:

labour | pidly growing in power and |

prosperity, a model for all Asia
and all Africa. A wonderful
picture. But it is now clear that,
in a favourite Communist phrase
it “does not correspond with
reality” and that the reality for
the Chinese masses is a grim
one.

Overprotection
Hinders Maturity

siderable time studying the de-
velopment of the child. In 1884, |
long before the revolution, he
made the following 3
“The whole secret of family
education consists in giving the
ehild an opportunity to develop
himself, to do everything him-
self; the adults must not fuss
with him and should not do any-

from the first day of life, treat
the child as a human being,
with full recognition of his per-
the fact that

believe that the infant was
miniature edition of the adi
He gave the baby credit for

should be given the opportunity
to develop himself.

These are seeds that ought
to be sown for good mental
health by encouraging inde-
pendence and feelings of se-

curity.

Many children in large fam-
flies are reared in this way. |
The parents are to busy to |
devote time to each child. This |
means the youngsters must
find their own resources.

The younger children are car-
ed for by an older sister or bro- |
ther, who treats the little ones |
as human beings without fussing |
over them. This is what is meant
by the saying “Children in large
families are not spoiled.” The
only child gets more attention
and affection but also runs the

of being overprotected and
ot allowed to work out his own |
destiny. |

The wise parent, regardiess
of the size of the family, will
concentrate on one child as
the occasion arises, help him
over the more difficult and try-

ods.

(Dr.. Van Dellen will auswer
questions on medical topics if
stamped, self-addressed enve-

Debre’s Premiership

By David

Former French Premier De- | course of events in strife-torn gifferent kinds

bre headed for a country holiday |
amid speculation that he could |
be an heir to the presidency of |
the republic. |

Debre will go down in history |
as a premier who held office
longer than any of his prede- |
cessors in this century. |

When he resigned Saturday to
make way for former banker |
Georges Pompidou, a close con- |
fidant of President de Gaulle, |
Debre had been premier for
three years and three months.

Debre's contribution to the
fifth republic was more than
staying power and faithful serv-
ice to a rather aloof master.

Much of the detailed work on |
the republic’s new constitution |
was his. He had, as the Guard- |

of Manchester observes, |
tried to transfuse British-type |
cabinet government into |
French vessel
FOR ELECTED CABINET

The idiosyncrasies of the pow- |
erful president tended to over-
shadow this.

Debre wanted to see the cabl-
met drawn largely from the
elected body as it is in coun- |
tries such as Canada and Brit-
ain.

'As premier, Debre acquired |
some influence in handling most |
of the day-today business
government.

His departure from office Is |
inextricably linked with _the

Oancia
Staff Writer

Algeria.

Debre and other leaders of the
Gaullist Union for the New Re-
public were in favor of a gen-
eral election as a sequel to the
Algerian settlement. De Gaulle
decreed otherwise — the vote
would not take place until the
life of the current assembly
runs out next year.

This is said to be one of
Debre's reasons for = resigning
at this time. Some observers
have also advanced the view
that the former premier may
have felt the three-year buffet-
ing he took while in office was

enough for any man.
UNPOPULAR
He N lescribed as de

Gaulle's lightning conductor for
the bolts unleashed by unpopu-
lar policies and methugs of op-
eration. He has been a frequent
target in the Assembly, in the
country at large and in Algeria.
He has been, in fact, perhaps
the nation's most unpopular pre-
mier of all time.

His immediate plans appar-
ently are to return to his duties
in the Council of State, a senior
civil service body that drafts
laws and advises on them.

Since he relinquished his Sen-
ate seat to become premier, he

of | is expected to stand for re-elec-

tion next year. But, as observ-
ers note, anything may happen
under the Gaullist regime.

The potato, after suffering &
decline in_popularity on Ca
adian dinner _tables, is

w
in many
notes

‘nlx-

Spuds In Fancy Dress

using dehydrated slices.

Other products available in
the West are canned and fro-
sen French fried whole pota-
toes and even a mix for potato

which
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of re-
search station at Summeriand

Columbia |
Sparking this revival are the |
expanded | off near the 100 pound figure.

bas declined from
per person in 1900 to less than
100 pounds in 1955 has levelled

lope ies request.)
HIVES AFTER BATHING
R.C. writes: For six years 1

have not been able to take a

with hives. They itch a lot and
last about an hour. I have tried
d colors of

soaps as well as olls and water | and Sara Holman, are daily ex-

softeners but nothing has
helped. Have you any sugges-
tions?

REPLY |

This may be a physical aller-
& to heat or cold or sensitivi-
| ty to an ingredient in the soap or
bath towel. Skin tests would be
needed to uncover the culprit. |
BLOATED ABDOMEN
H.B. writes: Could drinking

a lot cause the abdomen to blow | a supper meeting last evening

| up with gas?
| REPLY

Alcohol is absorbed in the
stomach and does not form g

| always caused by gas.
| be due to the accumulation
| fat and occasionally stems from
fluid if the alcoholic has eirrho- |
sis of the liver,

PNEUMONIA BOUTS
| J.D. writes:

| often can I expect to get
again?

it

REPLY

There are no limits to the
number of pneumonia bouts
person can have. But one attack |
is par for the course. |
| LOW BLOOD PRESSURE

pressure Is iow, what symp-
toms does the person have? |
REPLY

bath without becoming covered | chimney.

But it may contribute to the pro- | the deliberations which follow-
| blem. Abdominal swelling is not | ed, and to do honor to the guest
It may | speal
of | President of the Agricultural In- |

I had double | housie University, has been ad-
pneumonia in the spring. How | vised that he led the group of

went Civil Service Commission

England they shot a four-pound |
chicken out of a 60-foot gun bar-
rel at about 600 mph at an alu-
minum target 22 feet away. This |
helps to establish what happens |
bt & aircraft bits

a bird and insofar as the alu- |
minum target was concerned it

was shattered and of the chicken

1ittle remained. — Ottawa Jour- |
- !

Mr. HW. the CCF-
New Democratic Party house |

3 Govern- |
ment in its to renovate

for nearly a century

of the past.

As Canada is nearing its cen-
tenary yeor, ‘build-
ings closely with the

early years of the nation be-
come more than ever precious.
Here is a building that has been
part of the scene of administra-
tion, one of the: three great
bl il that

locks of
up the plan for Parliament Hill
RESTORED LIBRARY

The previous government
wisely restored the Library of
Parliament, the only part of the
Parliament Building that escap-
ed the fire of 1916. But regret-

OUR YESTERDAYS

From the Guardian Files

TWENTY - FIVE YEARS AGO
(April 19, 1887) | |
The home of Chester Rey- |
nolds, a mile and a half from
Murray River village was com-
pletely destroyed by five Mon-
day morning. The household re- |
tired about 11 o'clock and at 1|
a.m. were awakened by a crackl-
ing sound of burning wood. With
great difficulty some of the con-
tents were saved, but the build-
ing was burned to the ground,
evidently from a spark from the

Mrs. AC. Fisk, PhD, and
sisters, the Misses Charlotte

pected at Calgary, on their way
to their home in P.E.L from In-
dia. The two latter have been
for many years missionaries of
the Methodist Episcopal Church,
USA.

TEN YEARS AGO
! 1952

)
The P.E.L branch of the Agri-
cultural Institute of Canada held

at the Queen Hotel, presided
over by A.G. LeLacheur. More
than 35 members and guests
were present. to take part in

er, Mr. H.S. Fry, National
stitute of Canada.

J. R. Arbing of O'Leary, final- |
year commerce student at Dal- |

candidates who recently under-

examinations for the position of
Assessor,

building is gove, it is gone for-
ever. No kind of replica can
ever bring it back.
UK. EXAMPLE

It is often strangers

as a residence
for its high commissioners |8
Canada, ‘Earnscliffe” the
Victorian grey stone house oa
the bank of the Ottawa, once
the home of Canada's first
prime minister, Sir John A.
Macdonald

Though making use of the
building for modern purposes,
the Government of the United
Kingdom has cherished its his-
torical meaning. It published &
pamphlet recalling the history
of the building from the time it
was built, and showing with
what_thoughtfulness it had bees

in 1930 bought,
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TODAY'S HEALTH HINT
““The good health of its citizen:

is a nation's greatest natural re-
[ "~ Abraham Horwitz,

ISSUES WARNING

OTTAWA (CP) — If you are
sending Easter parcels to Brit-

| ain make qure the customs dec- |

EASTER

N‘
e, Tlusion, Jet, Stack
crafted from fine

“"$4.45 v $10.95
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