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T H E G U A R D l A N haps Mr. Malenkov had heard the old say-

ing to the effect that more flies can be
caught with molasses than with vinegar
‘| and Mr. Stalin had not.
One persuasive bit of evidence against
the genuineness of the new policy is the
fact that every now and again Soviet rep-
Ottawa. . N o .
By Carrier: Charlottetown, Summerside $15.00 per annum Else resentatives in the United Nations and
where in P B 1 8000 oter Provinces and U 8 A $1200| algewhere seem to forget themselves and
/lash out at Western “imperialists and war-
mongers” in the best pre-Malenkov fashion.
| Even Mr. Malenkov himself, for all his
' seeming guilelessness, has let the cat out of
Parliament And Foreign Affairs [the bag on more than one occasion, al-
Canada, it is clear, has undertaken a Most as if he were a little weary of the
number of important commitments under| Pretence—if that is the right name for it—
the Paris agreement covering the rearm- | which the exigencies of his first months of
ament of the West German Republic and Office thrust upon him. It would be LA
her admission to NATO. External Affaivs derful for all concerned if Mr. Nutting’s
Minister Pearson has made this clear in a Aappraisal of the situation should turn out
press conference immediately following his| to be wrong and that there is, in fact, a
return to Ottawa. The most significant| change for the better in Russia's foreign
change in Canadian foreign policy is thai' policy.; but at the moment there is little, if
Germany will become, fqllowing ratification anything, to warrant any such hope,
of the Paris agreement by Parliament, a|
full partner in European defence. $-D Day
Were Parliament now in session, early Of all the many special days which fill
ratification of the Paris agreement would the United States secular calendar, none is
undoubtedly be an important psychological more important than the one coming up,
factor in securing the necessary ratifica- by Presidential proclamation, on Dec. 13
tion of the French National Assembly, the; It is to be called Safe Driving Day—in
Bonn Parliament and other national legis- popular usage, S-D Day. Already an ex-

lottetown, P E. L., by The Thomson Company Limited.
* Covers Prince Edward Island Like the Dew’
kditor and Manager, lan A Burnett
Associate Editor, Frank Walker
Branch offices at Summerside, Montague and Alberton Author |
ized as Second Class Mail by the Post Office Department,

“The strongest memory is weaker than
the weakest ink.”

FRIDAY, NOV. 5 1954

latures. As things stand, with Frime Min-| tensive educational program, directed to
ister St. Laurent having announced that service clubs, civic organizations, church
Parliament will be called as early as pos-| groups, schools, and labour unions, has

sible in January, Canada will probably rate
as an “also-ran” in the vitally important!
task of consolidating the defences of the
free world. Moreover, debate in the House
of Commons, while offering no obstacle to
ratification, would have served the useful
purpose of acquainting the Canadian pub-
lic fully with the implications of the under-,
takings entered into at London and Paris.
Instead, with Parliament meeting only in
January, debate is likely to be hasty and
ill-considered. .

Mr. Pearson is to be commended for his
contribution—which is substantial—to the
recent achlevements of Western diplomacy.
It is all the more unfortunate that Parlia-
ment, because of the lack of an autumn
session, will have little opportunity to as-
gess the merits of that achievement.

been set in motion. The hope is that on
that one day there will be no traffic fatal-
ity anywhere in the country. J
It certainly is an ambitious objective |
in view of the lamentable fact that one per-
son is killed on Americar\ highways every
fourteen minutes and one' injured every
twenty-three seconds. But it is amazing
what a concentrated and well-planned ef-
fort can do, once it has caught the popular
imagination; and, while the announced goal
is a little too much to expect, if S-D Day
can serve to emphasize the fact that the
traffic-safety problem is one of local-com-
munity as well as national concern, it will
| be of tremendous value. It will be inter-
esting to watch the results of this import-
ant program; it is to be hoped that, even
if they are not entirely satisfactory, they
will at least give encouragement to all
those agencies and individuals, in Canada
Canada is without any official body as well as in the United States, who view
similar to the British Council to support and With alarm the widespread slaughter of the
encourage the arts. According to the NewF highways and are doing everything they
York Times, however, consideration is be- ¢an to correct the sad situation.
ing given to rectify the omission. To study
the matter, it is reported that the Prime EDITORIAL NOTES
Minister has appointed a committee with Guy Fawkes Day, 1605.
himself as chairman consisting of Cabinet . ..
Ministers L. B. Pearson, Walter Harris and | The announcement by Prime Minister
J.'W. Pickersgill, which will report to the! St. Laurent that a conference on taxation
Cabinet as a whole next week. I’resumab]yf may be held before the end of the year is!
legislation would be drafted for submission fair warning for the Provinces to make a
to Parliament. ‘c]ose study of the workings of the present%
Among the proper functions of such a apreements. It would be a pity to exchange
council, as outlined in the report of the | the existing agreement for one which prov.1
Massey Commission of 1949-1951, would be|ed to be less advantageous. |
the underwriting of tours of musicians, bal- . ..
lets and scholars both abroad and in Can- “Instead of putting the dangerous crim-
ada, the exhibition of Canadian art abroad, inals in still closer confinement, we shoulc
generally encourage the arts and be a clear- | jeave them where they are and take the

ing house for information about Canada. It| reformable men out,” says the magazin#“
could also serve as a national committec ‘

of the Canadian Welfare Council. It is
for the United Nations Educational, Scien- argued that instead of a super-prison ther:

|

A Canada Councli

tific and Cultural Organization, a commit- should be more attention given 1o prob-‘
tee which this country undertook to set up ation and parole services. |
but has not as yet, | . .

The Times story hints broadly that the . Canada's experiment in encouraging

whole matter is being kept quiet because Egkimos to “go North” seems to be prov-|
of Quebec sensibilities but a much simpler ing successful. At least the R.C.M.P. re-|
explanation is simply that it is not yet 4| port that a group moved to Grise Fiord or.
matter of Government policy. Quebec| the southeastern tip of Ellesmere Island
does, indeed, jealously guard its rights i and within 1,000 miles of the Pole arp
the matter of education but it would be happy and prosperous in their new and
difficult to show a Province which is more pjcher hunting ground.

deeply interested in promoting the arts. . . e

The Only Difference | average temperatures by the director of z|

Mr. Anthony Nutting. Britain’s new'Federal forest pathology laboratory at|
Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, toid‘Quebec“ Records since 1875 indicate tha!
a Conservative Party conference the other 20-year temperature averages have risen
day that it would be folly to imagine that three degrees Fahrenheit in eastern Can-
the new tactics of the Scviet Union mean ada. This, and not disease or insects, seems
a fundamental change in that country’s for-|to have caused the loss of 175,000 square

“The only difference betweer( miles of of birch stands.
L] L .

Birch dieback is now blamed on higher

eign policy.’
the two policies, Stalin's and Malenkov's,”
said Mr. Nutting, “is that Stalin used| The Battle of Inkerman was fought this
threats and Malenkov uses cajolery.” This date 1854. The 8,000 English met nearly
seems to be as reasonable an interpretationl’so'ooo Russians in battle at the little vil-
of the much publicized “rew look” in Rus- lage east of Sebastopol. After brave re
sian diplomacy as has appeared so far. Of sistance, and when defeat seemed imminent,
course, it could turn out to be wrong; Min-| they were reinforced by the French and
iste.rs of Statg have been known to err. But,l gained the victory. The Russian attempt
taking one thing with another, the view has 'ty raise the siege of Sebastopol thus failed
a lot to commend it. ' and the fortress fell about a year later. |
During the late years of the Stalin re- . ) ’
gime the West was relatively weak, a ) ‘
situation which made threats from the] A colony of bees placed on every acre
Kremlin a practical political weapon. The|Of a cranberry bog instead of one to every
Russians hoped, with historical precedents tWO acres increased the cranberry yield
to back them up, that if they could make| from 25 to 43 barrels in an experiment 1.
their threats grim enough the free nations| New Jersey conducted by a Rulgers scien-
would hesitate to build up their arms and| tist. The New York Times reports that
make alliances, But, somehow, the angry the scientist predicts that production should
threats did not work out as planned and, eventually be raised to 100 bushels to the
by the time Mr. Malenkov came to office,| acre. It seems that cranberry pollen is too
it was clear that some other scheme would| sticky to be carried by the wind and 'hat
have to be, tried. So it was that soft words| wild bees to do the job are frequently lack-
came to take the place of angry ongs. P_gr-‘ ing. ‘ -
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This column Is open to the discus.
sion by correspondents of questions
of interest. The Guardian does not
necessarily endorse the opimion of
correspondents.

MR. SCALES AND
THE POTATO BOARD

Sir,—My letter of September 29
1954, read in part, *I accuse th.
P. E. 1. Potato Marketing Boara
with issuing annual statement,
incomplete, obscure and at vai-
iance with statements made on
the floor of the House.” At a
meeting in the Forum on th»
evening of September 29 Mr, Don-
ald A. MacDonald made reference
to my letter and said in part tha.
it “was not worthy of any re-
putable, citizen in this Province.
He, attempted to prove his state-
ment by reading a letter he had
received from his auditor, H. R.|

|move mountains,

’I The Age Old Story
|

| Though I speak with the tongues
“ol’ men and of angels, and have

not charity, I am become as sound-

ing brass, or a tinkling cymbal.

And though I have the gift of pro-

phecy, and understand all mysteries,

and all knowledge; and though I

have all faith, se that I could re-|
and have not/
charity, I am nothing.

.

Hon. Minister of Agriculture o
questions asked by George Kitson
must hav: been erroneous. In an
endeavour to try and clarify this
I wrote the Chairman of the Po-
tato Board on October 19, 1954, as
reported in my letter in the pres.
of October 27, and requested him
to supply me with a letter that
would permit his auditors to dis-
cuss with me the correspondenc:

Doane & Co, bearing the sam- which was a basis of a part ot
date. ‘the auditor’'s report. As yet Mr
Since September 29 Mr. Ma:-MacDonald has not given his

Donald and others talking on be-jauditor the
marketiny| Recently I have received con-

half of compulsory

required permission.

have persisted in saying that mysiderable information in this con-

accusation had no foundation and
that the Board's financial state-
ments were true and correc:,
the re-
putable auditing firm of H. R.
Doane & Co. In these circumstan-
ces, the following letter dateq
November 2, 1954, which speaks
for itself, is of intercst:

“Mr. A. A. Scales,

Freetown,

P. E. I

“Dear Mr. Scales:

“We refer you to our recent
conversation regarding the finaa
cial statements and auditors’ re-
ports of the, Prince Edward Is-
land Potato Markeling Board.

“Your claim that the Board's
financial statements for each of
the years ended May 31, 1952 and
1953 are wrong is correct, in tha!
they show neither the correct
liabilities nor the correct surplu..
Thougzh this matter was brought
by us to

Manager, the correction was no:

made. We, made references to that g

errors in our reports: in the on.
dated June 24, 1952, we stated.
“the advances are still subject tc
repayment”, and in the one dat
cd June 19, 1953: “the origina.
advance of $10,000.00 is still suv
ject to repayment.”

“With reference to the conten's
of our letter of September 29
1954, to the Manager of the Po-
tato Marketing Board, which re- |
ferred to a letter in the press
over your signature, and whigi
was read by Mr. D. A. MacDonalo
in his address in the “orum .f
the same day, may we state tha*
we now find It was misleadinz
We find that we had no sound
basis for our statement in onc
of the reports to the effect that|
the Potato Marketing Board had
authority to spend the $10,000.00
borrowed from the Potato Pro-
motion Committee in the manne:
stated in that report. That the
Board had such authority was
implied in the one dated June 24,
1952, in the words: ‘the Boari!
may charge against *hese amoun‘s |
promotional expenses which the
Committee would otherwise spend
itself.” What we tried to conve:
was information to the effect tha‘

the attention of lhc\

nection from other sources, which,
‘coupled with the fact that My
MacDonald has not informed me
that he has given his auditor the
permission requested by me an!
'with the fact that the Board
withheld publication of financia
statements as referred to in my |
carlier letters, has led -me to bec.|
|lieve that the answers of the
Han. Minister of Agriculture were
fully correct. They being correcy,
some comments in the reports of
the Board's auditors must then b»
wrong. The uabove letter from H
R. Doane & Co. reflects this,
What I have written in  my |
various letters has very little to
ldo with the forthcoming plebis-
|cite other than to try to point
out to our potato growers tha'
the Board's management has
sued financial statements very in. |
accurate and that the rcports of
(the Board's auditor were so
{worded as to confuse the rcade:
The statements made by somec
of the speakers appear to nave
basis and to be unwarraated.
Mr. MacDonald has stated to the
cffect that if the plebiscite votes
out compulsory marketing ther:
{will no longer be any Potato Mar-

(keting Board. Is Mr. MacDonai
inferring that he will sever his
connection with the Board shoulJ

the compulsory marketing feature
be voted out and that withou:
{him there cannot be a Pota.»

‘Markcting Board? Then I wonder
!what would happen if in the mid
season of a compulsory marketing:
year Mr. MacDonald should be-
come,_ incapacitated., There is suc:
a thing as taking one's self too

seriously.
At a rccent public meeting Mr.
| Mclsaac stated that the Potato

Board was making plans regard-
ing the financing of farmers on
fertilizer purchases for the grow-
ing of potatoes, I am informed
that such a matter has not yo.
been discussed at any regularly
called meeting of the Potato Ma.
keting Board. May I ask, there-
fore, the origin of Mr. Mclsaac's
information? If the Potato Boar
has not yet seriously discussed
such a matter it appears very
irregular and improper to intro-
duce the mattet on the eve, of thc

the, accounting staff had '“S’ruc'fplohiscilo.

tions to charge such expenses to|
a separate account.

“We trust that this will assis'
in clarifying the matter to your
satisfaction.”

“Yours very truly,*
’

The marketing of potatoes re
quires sound judgment and th»
|more experience the better, I feel
sure that few will take issue with
}me when 1 say that neither Mr
[MdcDonald nor Mr. McIsaac has

“H. R. Doane & Co." |had any worthwhile experience 1a

In the above

quoted letter to|the marketing of this product. ii

me please note the. auditors say then would be important and ad

that: | visable that the managément hire
(a) “Your claims that t hc some supposedly competent per-
Board’s financial statements . , .'son or persons full time durins
are wrong is correct,” |the shipping season. Should the
(b) The auditor broughts thistn|Board have these, neither the
the attention of the Board's|present Manager nor Mr, Mc
manager who did not correct ths Isaac would be In a position to
statements, determine whether or not such

(¢) The auditor’s letter read by
Mr. MacDonald in the Forum on
September 29th was misleading.

Hence, the Board’s own auditoc
confirms the accuracy of my
statements.  To Mr. MacDonald
and anyv others who claimed that
1 was
customary in matters of this na-
ture to try to make amends hy a
apology in the press,

Recently 1 pointed out in my
letter in the press that, accordin
to some comments made by th»
auditor in his reports on the
Board’s financial statements, tha

teplies in the, Legislature by the ment of

in error let me say it 1g|

employees  were efficient, nol.
knowing the business themselves
Relative to sound judgment, on~
must take into consideration past
experiences. It is generally con
ceded that the Manager did not
|use it during the .ceazon of 1952-
1953. There is Strong.  evidenc~
“ha' he did not use it in the fall
of 1953 resulting in the disappsar-
ance of about 117,000 bushels of
potatoes.

It must not be forgotten that
quite,  satisfactory arrangements
were made by our potato dealer:

rand

Yhe oo
Poets Corner

BEFORE DAWN

A slow wind moved like a thief be-
hind the hedges;

And the water, veiled in meonlight,
turning smiled;

Every twig was held;
like a finger held

To the lips, the whispering, hesit-
ant lips of a child.

Muffled in falling flight,

each twlg,

a bird

came—

A swift, winged hunger of the
night.

And passed where the slim watess
moved like a question—

A shadow between a moon and a
moon's light.

—W. H. Boore in John O'Londoa.

our surplus potatoes before th:
birth of the Potato Marketing
Board. 1 make reference to that
quite satisfactory Federal assist-
ance in placing large quantities
of our potatoes on the English
market, in starch factories, et:
Since the proposed compulsory
marketing scheme does not guar-
antee to market all the produc-
tion of our growers, some pro-

i ducers, in a year of over-produc-

be left without a mar-
MacDon-
other-

tion, may
ket notwithstanding Mr,
ald's personal assurance
wise,

The compulsory marketing of
our Island crop through on:
agency is not netcessary to realiz:
the benefits of the Marketing
Act. Again, should the growers
of this Province not come under
the Act during the current sea-
son, it does not debar them from
coming under it in any future
year. Further, any organized
group in this Province can this
or any ycar operate under the
Act. It is not. required that al'
producers’ join such a group. I am
sure that none of our producer:
has any objection to any group
marketing in this manner.

It is my understanding that the
advocates of compulsory market
ing expect to improve the aver-:
age price to the producers bv
eliminating competition among
ourselves, If such be an evil.
there are times when, apparently,
it 1s to a relatively small extent,
it must be taken under serious
consideration whether or not it s
wise to allow our whole potato
crop to be marketed by inexper:-
enced people who have no invest-
ment in the business and, hence
nothing to lose in order to try
correct a  relatively mino-
evil,

Again  and again the Wheat
Marketing Pool of the Western
Provinces has been referred to as
a sound reason why we shoul!
have compulsory marketing of po-
tatoes in this Province. It s
quite evident that not all whea:
growers are in favour of the
Pool. The fact that there has bee-
some measure of success In the
Pool marketing of the westren
wheat is no index that there car
be any measure, of success in the
Pool marketing of potatoés. To
compare wheat In the west with
a perishable praduct like potatoes
appears to be a great waste, of
time. X

Ap outstanding evil of a single
marketing agency Is that a pro-
ducer of potatoes will never
know whether or not he geots a
fair price, *here being no other
buyers with which prices can be
campared.

I do not want to be misunder-
stood. Our dealers’ system is not
entirely to my liking. It, how-
ever, is, in my opinion, much bets
ter and safer than the proposed
compulsory selllng. If one has
been selling potatoes through an
honorable dealer, stay by him. If
the dealer has not heen honor.
able try another. In many sec-
tlons we have co-operatives tha'
appear to be doing an excellent
Job. In such sections one caa
market “co-op” and be satisfiéd
that there are no middleman's
profits, There is no evidence that
the co-operatives, as a body, ars
supporting compulsory selling.

It is my considered opinion that
it is not wise to elimihate ou
existing sales outlets fora single

selling agency. With all dué re.
spect to Mr. MacDonald, Mr, Mc
Isanc and their supporters, onc

in conjunction with our Depart-
Agriculture to marke!

should not vote for P y
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With the steady improvement
in automobile tires, there's a ser-
fous danger of a generation of
kids being brought up without the
educational advantage of having
listened to father changing a flat.
—Hamilton Spectator.

Serious crime is increasing sharp-
ly in the United States, up eight per
cent already over the same period
a year ago. Dally average for 1954
to date has been: murders, thirty-
five; assaults, 252; rapes, forty-
eight; cars stolen 608; robberies,
197, Experts disagree on the rea-
son for this trend. It is contrary
to normal and it is described by
Here as in

tion as *“alarming”.

.. some other characteristics the Ca-

nadian scene differs from the U.
S. Although comparable statistics
are not yet available in Canada the
general trend of crime has been
down steadily since the end of
the war and when figures are com-
piled for the current year it is
believed that there will be no
significant change. - — Financial
Post.

if he is frank. But one should
vote for the Marketing Board. By
all means vote. Should Mr. Mac-
Donald resign in the event of
compulsory marketing being voted
out, surely he can be replaced.

In the above 1 have expressed
my own thoughts. It is the read-
er's privilege, as a free man, to
differ,

The latter part of this week 1
shall be leaving the Province foi
about ten days. This must neces-
sarily be the last of my series,
the plebiscite being history on
my return.

I am, Sir, etc.,
AUSTIN
| Freetown, P, E. 1.

A. SCALES

BOARD SUPPORTER'S REASONS

Sir,—I have learned that ther=z
is some talk going around the
country to the effect that 1 have
received some, compensation fromn
the P. E. I. Potato Marketing
Board in settlement of losses in-
curred by me during the 1952-53
marketing season. It has also
been said that this is the reason
that I am supporting both the
Potato Board and Selling Agency
I wish to state that there is no
foundation for these statements.

am supporting the Potato
Board in this Plebiscite because
I am disgusted with some of the
tactics that are being used
against it by some of the oppon
ents, particularly at the public
meeting in the Charlottetown

Forum and at several other mee:-
ings since held.
I am, Sir, etc,
MURDOCK DAWSON
Albany, P. E, 1,

MR. McISAAC'S FIGURES

Sir,—~On  Wednesday Mr. Mec-
Isaac published a set of figures,
part of which may be, correct and
the balance is only a guess. W
are surprised that a former em-
ployee of the Selling Agency
should use and publish such fiy-
ures as they have not been plac-
ed before the Marketing Board
or published with the.consent of
the Board.

The main point In the letter Is
apparently the fact that it cos:
the,  taxpayer about .29c per
bushel for every bushel handled
last year by Messrs. MacDonald
and MaclIsaac, and we are suppos-
ed to consider this a blessing.

We do not want our crop of
1954 and the crop of our custom-
ers to have to accept the heavy
losses in handling that were in-
curred last year and to us are
automatic with a one desk Sell
ing Agency. These losses cove!
large, shortages, heavy demurrage
accounts, hundreds of cars ship-
ped on Consignment—the terrible
situation when the N. B. Pool
was authorized and the general
reaction to a Pool by the buying
trade in the U. S., Ontario and
Quebec; all of which really buiit
up most of the .29c a bushel loss

Today the P.E.I farmer is re-
ceiving more for kis potatoes
than the grower in Maine, N.B.

ue,, or Ontario in spite of the
fact that we are the farthes'
from the market. This is becaus-
our quality and starch content is
excellent and our salesmen ar»
on the job. Let us keep it that
way.

Our only interest In this whole
campaign is that our own crop
which is about the same as lasi
year and the crop of our custom-
ers shall receive the highest pos
sible net returns and we are posi-
tive that a Compulsory Pool can-
not give it.

We are, Sir, otc.,
GEO E. FULL & SON
SIMMONS & MacFARLANE LTD
H. B. WILLIS INC

THE WHEAT POOL COMPARIBO'N

Sir;—Mr. Drummond’s letter in
your issue of the 2nd inst., should
have attention. In 5 light vein, we
Suggest that even Mr. MacDonald,
:gurcwhom tpl;lse from whatever

e mus welcome just now,
might balk at being conipured to
a  bulldozer, The simile has no
bearing -on the subject right
through. He wants a ‘“stabilized
market”, and quotes as an example
the Western Wheat Board as con-
trolled by the Federal Govern-
ment, at the request of the far-
mers. We would appreciate having
Some knowledge of the perspective
from which Mr. Drummond so
glibly points to the happy status
of the farmer in tie West, Did he
ever farm out there? Was he ever
even out there on a visit? Is he
on speaking or corresponding ac-
quaintance with more than one
Western farmer? His letter dis-
plays such lack of knowledge of
actual conditions in the ' astern
wheat country, that we doubt if
any of the above questions could
be answered affirmatively,

It your readers, Mr. Editor, wish
An informed opinion from an au-
thentic source, of conditions now
prevailing in the Weset under a
Federal Wheat Control Board, they
should read Mr, Fred Bosworth's

article in Maclean's Magazine, one
of our most reputable and conser-

marketing; he will later regret It

vative publicati The conditions
existing under the management of

the Federal Bureau of Investiga-|j

THE WAY |

The lead pencil is 400 years old,
and in all this time nobody phq,
been able to understand how j;
was arranged 50 that they are ).
ways clear across the room When
gou want one. —Winnipeg Tyj.
une.

Heart disease should not neces-
sarily keep persons from work_.
work— Dr. Leonard Goldwater.
professor of medicine at Columbz
University, told the Internationa)
Association of Industrial Accident
Boards and Comnissions at Que-
bec.

Old Charlottetown

and P.R L
STUFFED BIRD EXHIBIT

“‘We were, yesterday, shown a
variety of fish-eating birds, select.
ed by Lieut.-Colonel Duvar, 45
part of the Island exhibit a the
London Fisheries Exhibition. They
consist of gulls (great and smal),
loons, fish-hawks, kingfishers, etc.
They were stuffed by Prof. Earle.
and their present nppearancé
shows that he is a taxidermist of
superior taste. We regret to learp
the selections made by Col. py
var are not to form a separate
exhibit or the fish, fish-eating
birds, shells, etc., of the Province
They have been ordered to Halj
fax and will be forwarded from
that place to form a part of the
Dominion Exhibit at London. Had
Prince Edward Island been allow.
ed to have a separate exhibit, we
feel sure that under the supervis.
ion ard with the careful selection
of Col. Duvar, our little Province
would occupy a prominent position
in the great London Show."

—The Examiner, Nov. 28, 1352,

this board, are definitely and de-
monstratively, the worst one could
conjure in his wildest fantasy. They
are in such a mess that the farm-
ers are in despair. Granaries,
schools, homes, skating rinks, and
anything and everything that has
a roof over it and can be rented
is plugged to capacity with wheat;
this year's crop, last years crop
and the crop of the yecar before
are an inconglomerate muddle of
misdirection, mismanagement, poor
judgement, inexperience, indiffer-
ence and incapacity. The Western
farmer is fast using up his nest
egg in the banks if he had onr.
his credit 15 exhausted in stovc:
and banks, and he is smotheied
with his own wheat in a world
that is starving for bread. If our
farmers wish to parallel that con-
dition with our potatoes,—a much
more perishable article of foxd
than wheat infinitely more diffic-
ult to store,—then all they hae
to do .is to vote in a compulsory
Marketing Board, and a one desk
Selling Agency, with Mr. McDonald
at its head on Nov. 10th.
In 1912 we worked on a western
farm, in fact on quite a few of
them, as second boss on a thresh-
ing outfit. There was a jJabor pro-
blem. It was difficult to get sul-
ficient help to " handle the crop,
which ran as high as fifty bushcls
per acre. There was no disposal
problem. With a free hand to trans-
act business the wheat dealers and
so-called speculators, anxious to
do a profitable business, and with
keen competition as a spur, scour-
ed the markets of the world, at-
tained and maintained contacts,
and huge elevators continuously
cast their shadows over mile-long
freight traine, creeping forward
slowly as car after car was filled
with the lifegiving wheat destined
for the hungry mouths of Europ:.
Despite the fact that they were
making independent fortunes and
in a few years many of them were
able to retire to Brandon, Reginy,
Calgary, or Vancouver, and live
comfortably for the rest 'of their
lives off their savings, the type of
unrest ¢l has always and ever
afflicted me farmers crept in
They should be transacting their
own business. So they organized
voluntary pools, which with some
government backing, conducted
business successfully and amicaby
alongside commercial independents.
However, having emerged from
ploneer status, and stimulated by
early success, some of them deter-
mined that none other than the
farmer in their composite sociely
should share one nickle of the

produce of the farm, and thes
should transact all their OV
business. Accordingly they ap

proached their representatives and
succeeded in having legislation pA§sl-
ed giving them absolute conuo[.
The result is the worst mess 0
marketing in the history of the
world,. One farmer named M_ukf
Stanko, farming in a distric
southeast of Lethbridge, farming
2,200 acres, carried over fifty lhowl
sand dollars worth of unsold \xhca1
from the 1952 and 19563 crops, :l“r
when he gets his 1954 crop undfd
some kind of cover it he can mrll-
any, he will have over one hun :
red thousand dollars worth 0
wheat on hand. This nutovrt(l;
board, comparable to the _Pomn
marketing board, will permit. hnm~
let me repeat that permit hm:i 3
sell three hundred and fifty _°1
lars worth of his total hold;l;sl»[
this year,—enough to pay one (1 .
day’s operating costs. Dlmallsl ;u f
tion is rife, and grumbling is A
on all sides from the very fﬂm‘be_
who allowed a noxlous bill to At
come law and create such con o
fons,—a law enforced with lll')‘l.
and restrictions and other Pen
ties for its breach. .
Before this article in Mncll':-n;:
was published we spoke brief Q\nen
the meeting in Souris, and A
the wheat board was lauded,
lieve by Mr. Thos. Kickham, we
., A8 an example to mno“'bovc
brought attention to the ﬂ“_m
conditions in the West. Con the
the conditions existing 1IN o,
wheat country today with [0
pefore the wheat board D hads
aheolute, Then the farmer o,
his money and retired to * e
of rest and comfort. Now D
little or no credit at b % it ne
the hard-pressed stores, AT g,
could retire on early saving® PO,
leave his prairie home rou‘r‘\ A
der the waight of mountali

(Continued on page 5




