By Thornton W. Burgess

A STICK COMES TO LIFE-
Who guesses things are thus or so,
Will thus admit he doesn’'t know.

—Old Mother Nature.

Snowfoot and Tinklemouse, the
two little Wood Mice who were
making their home under the roots
of the big hickory tree over by

the Smiling Pool, felt that they|

had almost made the acquaintance
of a cousin. They had seen a Mea-
dow Mouse in a tiny little path
cut through the grass. When they
had first seen him he was coming
toward them. Then he disappeared
behind a bunch of grass, and
though they waited and watched,
they didn't see him again. They
were disappointed.

“‘Anyway, I'm glad he wasn't
anybody to bhe afraid of'" said
Tinkle.

“Perhaps he was the one who
used to live where we are living
mow,”’ suggested Snowfoot. “He
wright even have tried to put us
out.”

“‘He couldn't have done it,"" de-
clared Tinkle flatly. “No, sir, he
couldn't have done it.”

‘““He might have,’ said Snow-
foot.

Tinkle shook her head. “'No such
thing,”” said she. "It would have
been two to one."

Little Snowfoot changed the sub
ject. “‘Thet funny old stick is still
out there in the grass,’’ said he

Tinklemouse looked. Sure
enough, there lay the long black
stick. It looked just the same as
when she had last looked -at it
That is, it did at first glance.
Then her bright little eves made
a discovery. That stick didn't
seem to her to be as straight as
K had been. There was a little
surve near one end which she
didn't remember.

‘“There’'s something queer about
that stick!’’ she squeaked.

“I don't see anything queer
about it except that it is black,”
retorted Snowfoot.

“Look!" squeaked Tinklemouse,
exitedly. ‘“K moved!”

“You're seeing things, my
dear,” declared Snowfoot. ‘‘Sticks
don't move unless some one moves
them."

Just then the stick really did
wmove. One end of it lifted. Then

ABOVE AVERAGE

Japan's 1086 wheat crop is esti-
mated at an above-average 51,
000,000 bushels, about 5,000,000 be-
low last year's large erop.

A now assavit

on Canada's Arctie

Thousends of men and millions
of dollars, right now, are being
‘used m a fantastic assault on
Canada’s north. Two lives have
already been lost.

An eyewitness sccount, in
September Reader's Digest,
brings you details of this great
adventure building a
“radar eurtain” in the Arctic to
protect you! September Read-
er's Digest tells you, too, how
radar works, why it is used. Get
your eopy today: 41 articles of
lasting interest eondensed to
save your time.
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It was Mr. Blacksnake,

it bhegan to move through th

gras= Of course you have guessed
who it was. It wasn't a stick at
all. ' was Mr. Blacksnake The
two  ttle Mice didn’t know this

The never had seen a Snake be
fore \s they watched Mr. Black
snake glide through the grass they

were not really afraid. That is
they were not until they saw
where he was going. He was :lid-
ing along that tiny little »ath
through the grass in which hey
had seen the other Mouse. < was
headed toward that clump of ass

behind which the other Mous had
disappeared. Could it be that this
strange-looking stick was looking
for that other Mouse?

Mr. Blacksnake disappear
ed around that clump of grass. A
moment later they heard a faint
squeak of fright from over in the
grass where he had disappcared
Then they really were afraid. They
hurried back into their home in
the roots of the old tree. There
they felt safe. You see, they didn't
know that Mr. Blacksnake could
come in there as easily as they
could.

Strange But True
ly. F. . MacArthur

Every time we give the other

| fellow a piece of our mind, we
;add to our own vacuum,

Mrs. V. L. Sanders of Sulphur

‘Springs, Texas, says that her

mother's maiden name was Cross
and her father's name was Rhodes,
so they named their first son
Cross Rhodes.

It's just as well to forget your
troubles because there are always
more coming.

In many parts of Tibet ‘‘ghost
traps” are used to ensmare evil

spirits and deraons. Threads of
various colors surround the trap'

and are supposed to snare the
spirit. All Tibetan spirits are con-
sidered to be liquid in form. Once
snared they are believed to be
absorbed by the threads

Those people place their ghost
traps on the rooftops ot homes and
monasteries.

Henry Durand won first prize

as the best oyster opener in Paris
in competition with scores of

others. Henry opened 100 nysters
in 6 min. 22 seconds

The young of the Big Horn
sheep are grouped in'o nurseries

nd tended by one cwe while the

thers forage.

If you were to drive along High-
way 96 near Augustine, 'Cexas,
vou would see a strange sight —
a 20-foot tall cedar groving straight
up from the limb of a china tree.

To keep it from splittmz off
highway deparymest workers brac-
ed it with wire.

Before the days of modern filing
systems, important papers were
stored in packages and tied up
with red tape instead of string
If a docunent were not unmediate-
ly available it was said to be tied
up in red tape. Hence, today, when
action is slowed down for any
reason, we say . all “‘red tape".

The word ‘“‘facetiously’” contains

Il the vowels in the order in
“hich they appear in the alphabet.

The Channe! Islands grow the
biggest cabbages in the world.
Some of the plants reach a height
of 10 to 16 feet. And stranger
still some of the Islanders use the
big strong cabbage stems for raft-
ers im their thatched cottages.
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HOME PARTY WILL BE
4 LIKE HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO

B>y” J. Rr Wilrlirams ]

- CONTRACT BRIDGE

By Josephine Culbertson ‘

“PSYCHOLOGY” TO THE RESCUE

The slam contract in the fol-
fowing Kand had no real chance
of but “psychological
plays” such as the one used by
the declarer oan sometimes work
wonders.

South dealer.
East-West vulnerable.
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The bdidding:
outh West North East
& Pass INT Pass
Pass i Pass
: Pass Pass Pass
North's bidding was very bad—
roth of his responses were wrong.
{is one-notrump response would
1ave been correct if South had
»pened with a spade or a heart,
»ut over the actual club opening
North's proper call was one dia-

club, specifically, is used by good
players to denote a very fair hand
(at least a queen stronger than
North held), the theory being tiat
one-notrump is not & cheap ree
sponse a club since it keeps

er ffom rebidding the other
suits at the one-level.

When, off top of this response,
North then carried South’s three.
<lub rebid past the notrump game
level, South naturally expected to

11

Tilly The Toiler

find a much better dummy.

West opened the diamond king.
South ruffed, studied the situation,
and then led a club to the king.
(He could not afford to lead two
rounds of trumps because that
might give East the chance to
signal emphatically in spades.)
Next, declarer led the diamond
queen from dummy and passed
the .trick to West, discarding the

heart deuce—not a spade—on this

trick.

West, upon winnmng with the
digmond ace, did what almost
every other bridge player would
do—he shifted quickly to a heart,
That, of course, was exactly in
line with South’s hope. He drew
the other trump, cashed his other

heart honor, then led a trump to |

dummy and discarded his three
spades on the two good diamonds

mond. The notrump response to a

and the quee¢n of hearts

Polio Victim
On 29,000-Mile
Bicycle Trip

QUEBEC, (CP)— A 26-year-old
polio sufferer who couldn't wa’
until 10 years ago is nearing the
end of a 29.000-mile bicycle trip
around the North American con-
tinent.

Conrad Dube of suburban Li
moilou left here in  June. 1953
Friends said Wednesday he now is
in Bangor, Me., and expects to

arrive here at the end of Septem-
ber.

Dube, unable to speak clearly
as a result of lingering paralysis,
was guided only by route numbers
on the marathon trip.

He started out by visiting Mon-
treal, Ottawa and Toronto, then
headed across western Canada to
Vancouver. From there he cut
:outh to California. crossed the
"'nited States to Florida, and now
is on the last lap up the Atlantic
seaboard

The trip was recommended to

Dube. afflicted with polio since in-|

fancy. to strengthen under-devel-
oped muscles.

DAILY CROSSWORD

[PTAT) INTTRRSTAIP]
[RIATI IDJE [REMTIRIATY]

CHORM RUNS IN
THE FAMILY/] HAD ¢

Etta Kent

ME FOR TURNING
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By Georae McManus

ACROSS 42 Leaves out  31. Smooth [EJRIRIAITIARERITICIE]
1. Unadorned  43. Flows (Pho- HI" [TILIRIATDIES]
5. Send forth, 44. Marries net) AR

asrays DOWN 18. Wages
9. Egyptian 1. Nickname 18. Capital

antelope for Ohio of

(var.) 2 Hillside Fin.

10. New dugout land Ehoa Bonaad

12. Bitterly 8. Shower (poss.) LELN1
pungent 4. Old times 19. Large RIE[SITIEINITIS]

18. Uva (archaic) bird )

14, Peel 8.Greatlyin 21 Sub. Yesterday's Answap

15. Storage demand sides 30. Every, of
crib these days 22 Sheltered two or

16. Half an em 6. Break side more

17. Tellurium of day 23. Before 31. A tooth
(sym.) 1. The yellow  26. Mysteries 35. Soon

18. Female fow! bugle 27. Authorita-  36. Tomimi¢

19. Letter of the 8. Conical- tive procla-  37. Greedy
alphabet shaped tent mations 39. God-of-the

20. Pointed (Am.Ind.)  20.0ld weight sky (Babyl.)
instrument 9. A meat for 40. Petty
for making moistener wool quarrel
eyelet holes

24. Insurgent ' Z 15 14 s Je 11 18

25. Appearing /] 7
as if eaten 0} ) m

28. Scattered /]
about

30. City B "™
(Erase) s 7 D

32. Island in //

Acgean Sea

33. Cirrus fu 7 VA ® /] i
(abbr.)

S4. Triveorthe 29| [?' |22 af b Z
Naga Hills, r 4 4
Assam 2 /) 25 26 127

35. Particle of
addition v Z L i

36. Grapes Ly
remaining o ¥ )3 // 3
in the wine b 4
press 34 3s 7 3 (37

38. A sharp, 4
ard, N 774
metallie 4
sound 4 72

40. Headless
bolt 43 V a4

41. Capital of 7 /.
Viet Nam 8-26

DAILY CRYPTOQUOTE~—Here's how to work is¢
AXYDLBAAXR
s LONGFELLOW
One letter simply stands for another. In this example A 19 used
for the three L's, X for the two O's, etc. Single letters, apos-
trophies, the length and formation of the words are all hints.
Each day the code letters are different.

A Oryptogram Quotation

NMN ROOXRDPWH

WHKRNHW NF TFSSRKG-VCRE

Yesterday's Cryptoquote—WHO PLAYS FOR MORE THAN
HE CAN LOSE WITH PLEASURE, STAKES HIS HEART

HERBERT.
Dlstributed by Ning

FiI XBWNHXERY

UH...YA MEAN T'SAY
THEM'S YORE CHILOURM

By Halli Fisher

Hl, GRANDMA / WHAT A
PRETTY APRON YOU'RE
WEARING ./

-Grandma

'S BEEN
UP “TOO LATE
LATELY!

Mickey Mouse

HE ..o MU 2

L'l RAVY'S A GOOD
INFLUENCE FOR MORTY!

YOU TOO,
MISTERY

L' Abner

WE INVITED THET
MOB TO A 8-DOLLAH
‘DEE-LIVER?Y Jo

NO' JEST PLAIN
HAFTA MARRY
b SOME GAL,SON-
OR OUR NAME
WILL BE MUD /T =

By Churles Kuha

By Walt Disney




