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By Thornton
A DREADFUL LESSON

That which you learn the hard-

est way
You find is in your mind to stay.
—Old Mother Nature.

“Caw, caw, caw!” shrieked
Blacky the Crow as he circled
above a little stretch of open wa-
ter in a small brook flowing
shrough the woods. “Caw, caw,
caw!” Blacky was excited. He had
just seen a dreadful thing hap-
pen. A wicked steel trap had leap-
ed out of the snow and caught
a young Mink by one leg. He had
plunged into the water and now
was down out of sight making
the water boil and swirl as he
struggled to tear himyelf {ree
from that frightful trap.

There wasn't & thing that
Biacky could do. Of course not.
He was helpless to help. He circl-
ed about in small circles over-
nead screaming at the top of his
lungs. Perhaps he thought that
would bring some one who could
help. The head of the young Mink
appeared above the water as he
gasped for alr. Then he disappear-
ed again. The weight of that steel
trap was pulling him down. That
rrap had been set in such a way
that any one caught in it would

be likely to plunge into the water. |

That is what the trapper wanted.
Whoever was caught would be
Lkely to be drowned. It looked
very much as if this was what
was going to happen to the young
Mink.

His head appeared above wa-
ter again as he struggled to reach
the bank. Just then Billy Mink
shot out from under the ice. At
a glance he knew just what had
nappened. He had seen such
dreadful things happen before.
He had learned a iot about traps.
More than once from a hiding
place he had watched a trapper
set his traps. Now he swam
siraight to where his young son
was struggling pititully.

Blacky stopped cawing. He
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There  wasn't a thing Blacky
| could do.

was so intent watching what was
going on below that he held his!
! tongue. Billy Mink was doing his
| best to help that unhappy son
of his crawl out of the water.
He got under him and that dread-
ful trap. Between them the young
Mink managed to crawl out on
the snow-covered ice.

He lay there panting, trying to
| get back the breath he had lost
| almost completely under the wa-
ter. In his eyes was fright so
! great that it was terror. He didn't
| understand at all what had hap-
| pened to him. All he knew was
that a pair of hard, dreadful jaws
had grabbed him by the leg and
they still held him, hurting terri-
bly.

He whimpered as he lay there.
Billy Mink climbed out after him.
He followed the chain that held
the trap back to where it was
fastened. There was no way in
which he could get it free. He
hadn't thought there would be.
He had seen folks in fur trapped
before. He knew just what would
happen if his young son could not
get free. He knew that he would
| have to lie there and suffer all
| day and all nizht until the trap-
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per should come the next morn-
ing.

That is, he would have to un-

less Reddy Fox or some other
hungry hunter in fur should find
him. Then he would be promptly
killed and eaten. It was dread-
ful to think of, but this would be
better than lying there suffering
pain and dread and fright until
that trapper should come to put
him out of his misery.
* Carefully Billy looked at that
leg where it was held tight in
the wicked steel jaws of the trap.
He shook his head sadly. “If you
are to get free, you will have to
lose that leg or part of it,” said
he.

“Wha-wha-wha-what?"
ed the young Mink in a
that could barely be heard.

Billy Mink repeated what he
had said. The young Mink shiver-
ed. “But-but-but-but I can’'t do
that,” he whimpered. “How can I
get along without that leg?”

“You'll have to or else—"
plied Billy Mink.”
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“Else what?” cried the young
Mink,

“You will lic right here and
suffer until you are killed,” exe

plained Billy Mink, and somehow

the young Mink knew that his
father knew,'sand what he said
was true.

Meanwhile, Blacky the Crow
had flown down and was walking
about on the snow a little way off.
He couldn't keep still. Would that
young Mink be able to get away?
If so, how would he do it? “If he
does get away, he has learned a
lesson he will never forget,”
thought Blacky.

BARROW - IN - FURNESS, Eng-
lund, Jan. 29 — (Reuters) — Vick-
ers  Armstrong  shipyards here
launched its 1,000th ship today —
the World Concord, a 15-knot, 31,-
GC0-ton, all-welded oil tanker for
tne North American Shipping
Company of London.
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Contract Bridge’
By Josephine Culbertson
AT O, < < (< v
BETTER PLANNING NEEDED

Better planning by declarer

would have overcome the bad
breaks he found in the following |’
hand.
South dealer.
Neither side vulnerable.
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The bidding:
.?o‘uth West.  North Fast
") 44 Pass
5¢ Pass 64 Pass
Pass Pass
West, well acquainea with

South’s style of bidding, was sure
that South had told the truth
when he showed heart controi
and so West made the desperation
lecad of his singleton diamond.
This selection should have been
a strident warning to South that
he could not depend on a break
of the outstanding diamonds, but,
ignoring the danger signals, he
went right ahead and drew three
rounds of trumps and then cashed
the diamond ace. (He had won the
opening lead in dummy.) When
East turned up with the diamond
stopper, South tried his luck with
the club finesse, but that failed
and he was now helpless.

It would have been a good idea
for South to do a little “testing”
in the play! The bidding itselt
strongly indicated ‘that West had
at least seven hcarts, and so dece
larer should have taken the pains
to extract Easl's cards in the
heart suit by ruffing. All South
had to do was put dummy’s en-
tries to work so that he could
ruff away three hearts; then, af-
ter drawing trumps, it wouid
be easy to play out the diamonds
and, when East turned up with
the stopper, to throw him in with
the last diamond and force a
club return up to dummy's ten-
ace.

This  strip-and-throw-il  plan
would have been absolutely foole
proof if trumps had broken 2-2,
but even with the 3-1 break, it
would have been safe enough,
since the chance that East might
hold more, than three hearts was
exceedingly remote

GRIMETHORPE, England—(CP)
--George Harry, a 70-year-ol¢
Yorkshire miner, did not attend the
official tea party to be presented
with a certilicate for 50 years in
the industry. He was working an
extra shift.
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By Ham Fisher

IM DOFFERTY,
F.8.1...YOU DID
A GREAT JOB,

MR, PALOOKA, s

HELLO, MR, DOFFERTY,
I HOPE YOU'LL FIND
THE DOCUMENTS STILL

EL MIR CALLED US FROM IF YOU'LL EXCUSE ME, T TAKE YOUR
ALBANY...WE TRIED TO ’ HAVE TO TELEPHONE SOME= TIME. I'LL
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By Carl Anderson

HENRY
WHERE’S THE NEAREST K
RESTALRANT, YOU YOUNS
@ — RASCAL ?
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DOTTY DIPPLE

TAFFY, HURRY AND
GET CLEANED UP
FOR DINNER !

>

MM--1D BETTER TAKE
CARE OF THAT BEFORE

N |FT~/gque LATE
ot T WASH !

YOU WONIT GET YOUR
FAVORITE PIECE }

WE HAVING,
MOTHER ?

TIPPY AND “CAP” STUBS3
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~T'VE GOT TO GO!

N
DOOR_BARKIN' FIERCELY

The George Marhew Adam Serviee, lnc.

BAD
HAFTA STAY ALONE TONIGHT ¢
~YOU OUGHTTA HAVE A
PARROT-- BUT, WELL.--®

SEE YOU NEXT WEEK-!
N

\WELL, IT'S TOO YOU '

BRINGING UP FATHER

.

YES -MRS. DEEZANDOES - -MY
BROTHER BMMY JUST LOVES
TELEVISION -HE HOPES TO
APPEAR ON IT SOME DAY -HE
15 VERY TALENTED-I WOULD
NOT BE SURPRISED IF HE WERE
ON IT ANY DAY_NOW =

MAGGIE -COME UP-
STAIRS - QUICK
YOUR BROTHER
BMMY 1S ON
TELEVISION /

SOMEONE'S
RECOGNIZED
HIS TALENT-

\(
Cope 1992, King Pouruies Synduate, Inc, World righn meecves =

TILLY THE TOILER

N

GEE, TILLIE, WHAT A
REAL THRILLER THIS

TO FIND OUT

|
"THE CASE OF
THE POISONED
CRULLER"

HAVE TASTES
EXACTLY ALIKE.

PENNY 8y Harry Hoenigsen
} I'L.L. HAVE CHOCOLATE BUT INSTEAD OF CHOCOLATE
| WALNUT 5&‘“5,1'00. REAM, USE VANILLA AND
| AN IDEAL COUPLE SHOUL f——— INSTEAD 05 WALNUTS, USE

MAKE MY CALL IN
DAYLIGHT/

FORGET N
ALL ABOUT THAT SiLLY OLD

NOTE ! mz’nnn YOU'RE

ON VACATION.




