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Her Majosty having taken the said Memorial into con-
sideration, was pleased, by and with the advice of ller
Privy Council, to approve thereof, and of the Rules, Orders
and Regulations thercin contained, and also of the form
thereunto annexed. Aund the Right Honorable the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty are to give the necessary
directions herein accordingly.

(Signed) ARTHUR HELPS.
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ANNO VICESIMO SEPTIMO and VICESIMO OCTAVO

VICTORIAT REGIN A
CAP. XXIV.

An Act to provide for the Appointment, Duties, and Re-
muneration of Agents for Ships of War, and for the Dis-
tribution of Salvage, Bounty, Prize, and other Money
among the Officers und Crews thereof. [23d Juxe 1864 ]

E it enacted by the Queen’s most excelient Majesty, Ly
and with the advice and consent of the Lrds Spiritual
and Temporal. and Commoneg, in this present Parliament
assembled, and by the authority of the rame, as follows :
Preliminary.
1. This Act may be cited as The Naval Agency and Dis-
tribution Act, 1364L. >
2. In this Act—

The Term ** the Lords of the Admiralty’ means the Lecrd
IHigh Admiral of the United Kingdom, or the Commis-
sioners for executing the Office of Lord High Admiral :

The Term ‘‘the Iligh Court of Admiralty’” means the High
Court uf Adwiralty of Lngland :

The Term ** Ship of War " includes Vessel of War :

The Term ** Officers and Crew ’ includes all I'lig Oflicers,
Commanders, and other Officers, Engineers, Seamens
Marines, Soldiers, and others on board any of ller Ma-
jesty’s Ships of War,

3. Any Ship or Vessel belonging to Iler Majesty, and in
actual Service, (other than a Ship of War,) may be declar-
ed by the Lords of the Admiraky to be a Ship of War for
the purposes of this Act; and all the provisions of this
Act shall thereupon apply to such Ship or Vessel, and
shall continue to so apply as long as she then continues in
actual Service, but no longer.

Appointment of Ship’s Ageni.

4. Each of Her Majesty’s Ships of War shall at all times
while in Commission have, for the purposes of this Aet, an
Agent styled the Ship’s Agent, to be appointed in the first
instance as soon as may be after the Ship is put in Com-
mission, and afterwards from time to time as a vacancy in
the Office or other occcasion may require.

5. The Ship's Agent shall be appointed from time to
time at pleasure by the Commanding Officer of the Ship for
the time being by an instrument signed and attested in the
form given in the Schedale to this Act.

6. Any such Instrument shall not have Effect unless and
until 1t is filed in the Registry of the High Court of Admir-
ulty, baving been previously registered in the Office of the
Accountant General of the Navy.

An official Copy of any such Instrumen$ under the seal of
the High Court of Admiralty shall be conclusive evidence
thereof.

7. A Person holding any office or employment in Iler
Majesty’s service or under the Crown, or a Proctor, Attor-
ney, or Solicitor, shall not be capable of being a ship’s
Agent.

g]f;;my person being a Ship’s Agent accepts any such
office or employment, or becomes a Procter, Attorney, or
Solicitor, his Appointmentas Ship's Agent shall be thereby
vacated.

8. A partnership Body, not incorporated, may be ap-
pointed a Ship’s Agent ; and in that case the partners for

the time being, or any one or more of them, mav act as the
Agent ; and any change of pariners shall not effect the Ap-
pointment.

The names of the partners shall at the time of appoint.
ment, and from time to time on any change happening, be
rv;:isterod in the Office of the Accountant General of the
Navy. and in the Registry of the High Court of Admiralty.

9. The Appointment of the Ship's Agent shall not he
uffected by o change of the Commanding Officer of the ship.

10 The Ship's Agent shall at all tiiues have an offies or
place of business within five miles of the General Post Office,
London.

11. Tha Ship’s Agent shall be subject to the jurisdietion
and authority of the High Court of Admiralty as it he were
an Officer of the Court, and in case of any neglect or mis-
conduet on his part shall be liable to be proceeded against
and punished accordingly.

Duties of Ship's Agent.

12. It shall be the duty of the Ship’s Agent, by himeelf
or by a proper Sub-Agent appointed and remunerated by
him, to take or cause or procure to be takeun all steps and
proceedings, and do or cause or procure to be done all
things,that may be necessary or proper to be taken or done
for any purpose on behalt or in the name of the Ship or of
the Oflicers and Crew therecf, or any of them, in the scveral
cases following :

In case of Salvage Services rendered to any Ship or Cargo,
or otherwise, within the meaning of the enactments for
the time being in foree relating to Merchant Shipping :

In case of any breach of any law respecting national char.
acter or otherwise relating to merchant shipping :

[n case of uny seizure for breach of any law relating to the
Castons :

[n case of any seizure or capture under any Act relating to
the abolition of the Slave Trade :

In case of any matterarising out of an attack on or engage-
ment with persons alleged to be pirates, afloat or on
shore :

In case of any capture, re-capture, or destruction of any
Ship, goods, or thing in time of war or hostilities :

[n case of any special service or other matter in respeet
whereofl any grant, reward, or remuneration is payable

Distribution of Salvage, Bounty, Prize and other Money

i3, Where in any of the several cases aforesaid any
money is distributable among the Oflicers and Crew of any
of Her Majosty’s Ships  of War, the costs, charges, and
expenses ot the Officers and Crew and of the Ship's Azent,
and all other (if any) costs, charges, or exyenses properly
chargenble against that money, shall be paid thereout be-
fore Distribution thereof, all such costs, charges, and ex-
penses being first taxed and allowed by the proper Officer
of the Court having jurisdietion in the case, and if there is
no such Court then by the Registrar of the Iligh Court of
Admiraicy.

14, In the several cases aforesaid, money distributable
among the Odlicers and Crew of any of Her Majesty’s Ships
of War, so far as full provision respecting the distribution
thereol is mot made by or under any Act of Parliament
other than this Aect, shall be distributed under the direct-
ton of the Lords of the Admiralty in the shares in that be-
h_z;H' specified in any Royul Proclamation or Order in Coun-
cil.

I5. The scveral shares of any such money as aforesaid
shall be puaid to the personsentitled thereto in such manner,
and subject and according to such Restrictions, Conditions,
and provisions, as may from time to time be directed by
Order in Council.

Any assignment, sale or contract of or relating to any
such money as afiresaid, payable in respect of the services
of any petty Oficer or Seaman, Non-commissioned Officer
of Marines or Marine, other than such as may be made or -
entered into under the authority of and in conformity with
any such Order in Council, shall be void.

16. All Bills, Orders, Receipts, and other Instruments
drawn, given, or made under the authority or in pursuangg



