{
3
14
i

PAGE FOUR

THE GUARDIAN

Authorized as Second Class Mall Post Office
Department, Ottawa.
The Island Guardian Publishing Co.

President and Associate Editor, lan A. Burnett, '
Associate Editor, Frank Walker.

CIRCULATION
“Covers Prince Edward Island like the dew”

“The strongest memory is weaker than:
the weakest ink".

CHARLOTTETOWN, THURSDAY, FEB, 19, ]353"

Public Interest Lukewarm

What has come out of the public hearing|,

by the Select Committee of the Legislature
on electoral reform is that there is no act-
ive reform movement in this Province. At-
tendance was not large for such a hearing
and presentations were few and lukewarm.
The most vigorous was that of the C.C.F.
party represented by its secretary, Mr.
Douglas MacFarlane, opposing the property
vote, advocating reduction of voting age to
18, the printing of party affiliations on the
ballot and above all the abolition of candi-
dates’ deposits.

Only one private citizen took the oppor-
tunity to express views before the commit-
tee and the only other presentation, that of
the Federation of Agriculture, was non-
committal, being principally a recital of the
replies sent in by the district Federation
meetings on six questions sent out by the
Provincial organization. Out of 375 ques-
tionnaires sent out only 112 brought re-
plies and apart from opposing  bribery in
only one proposal, that of lowering the vot-
ing age, was there an absolute majority
pro or con.

Despite the lack of warmth, however,
there appears to be decided feeling that the
Act is far from perfect and that improve-
ments can be effected along the lines of
curtailing multiple voting and reducing the
amount of the deposit to be in line with the
$200 required unSer the Dominion Election
Act for County representation, also, “per-
haps, by the compiling of an official list of
clectors.

A discussion on candidate or party put-
ting up deposit money brought out a strik-
ing difference between C.C.F. thinking and
that of the other: parties. Mr. MacFarlane
considers the Member as a delegate rather
than a representative. “When a man is sent
to the Legislature,” he told the committee,
“he should do the things he is sent there
to do.”

This proposition is directly at variance
with the function and duty of a Member
as described by Edmund Burke. “It is his
juty,” declared the great parliamentarian,
to his constituents, ‘“‘to sacrifice his repose,
his pleasures, his satisfactiops, to theirs;
and above all, ever and in all cases to pre-
fer their interest to his own. But his un-
biased opinion, his mature judgment, his
enlightened conscience, he ought not to
sacrifice to you; to any man, or to' any
set of men living . . . Your representative
owes you, not his industry only, but his
judgment; and he betrays, instead of serv-
ing you, if he sacrifices it to your opinion.”
That is the principle on which representa-
tive government is founded and it is set at
naught when any group or party usurps
control of the conscience of the elected
Members.

lion dollars above or below the 21 billion
217 million production. “Thus,” he said, “if
the G.N.P. in 1952 should be 22 billions 217
millions then the following year we will be
receiving approximately $4,090,000.” The|
1952 figure given yesterday by Finance|
Minister Abbott was actually 22 billions,‘
984 millions, so that even allowing for a|
slight variation between the estimated and
the actual figure, we may safely count on|
payments in excess of four million dollarsl
from Ottawa under the agreement for 1953.

Mr. Darby budgeted last session for an
overall deficit of $1,296,276 and a surplus
on ordinary account of $367,399. The con-,
tinued rise in gross national product justi-
fies his prediction, made at that time, that
more revenue from this source could be ex-
pected. “We were given the option,” he
explained, “of a two year average compar-
ed with the base year or the one year aver-'
age. Under the two year plan we would, for
this year, be getting about $300,000 less,
but in the event of a recession the drop
would be cushioned by the average. How-
ever, we have faith in the future of Canada, |
in the vast expansion of its industrial acti-
vity and in its unlimited capacity for de-
velopment. Only the future can tell whether
we were right or wrong, but that hazard |
we are prepared to take.”

For the present at least, the hazard has
been successfully hurdled. The total amount
is still short of what this Province should
receive on a basis of fiscal need, or indeed
of equity when one considers our speclal}
claims in lieu of Crown lands and other
matters; but at least it provides some lee-
way for meeting current expenditures, and
perhaps for curtailing in some measure the
huge debt increases we have been incur-
ring with monotonous regularity in recent
years.

Municipal Problem

The decentralizing of public business at
various jurisdictional levels under our Fed-
eral system is dealt with in the Speech
from the Throne in the Ontario Legislature.
It foreshadows new pressure upon the
Dominion Government for the appointment
of a national committee “to study the
whole problem of Federal-Provincial fiscal
relationships, the dyties of each level of
government under the constitution and the
financial means to enable the performance
of these duties.”

Whether real progress toward that end
can be made in a Dominion election year,
comments the Globe and Mail, remains to
be seen. But it is a valuable contribution
to national policy to have this issue raised
in as forceful a manner as possible. The
lesser Governments, and especially the
municipalities, are not getting their share
of benefit from the large annual increase
in our national production—last year an
estimated increment of 5 per cent having
been enlarged to 7 per cent over 1951.On
the contrary, it is a cold fact that the
municipalities suffer proportionately more
as the national production of wealth in-
creases without strengthening the fiscal
position of the municipal units. They are
being called on to expand obligatory serv-
ices from revenue sources which were in-
adequate long before the war. '

EDITORIAL NOTES

Since 1950, under the inspiration of the

Reassuring Figures -

Welcome pews contained in the hgures
tabled yesterday in the House of Commons
by Finance Minister Abbott
effect that Canada’s national production
hit a record peak of nearly twenty-threc
billion dollars last year. This estimate was
made on the “gross national product,” the
value at market prices of all goods and ser-
vices produced in the country, and it is of

_direct interest to our Provincial Govern-
ments because the payments made under
the Federal-Provincial tax agreements are
geared to gross national product. Allowing
for the fact that 1952 prices were higher

was to the|

United Nations, Italy has distributed 265,-
000 acres of land to needy farm families,
:Iand has 630,000 more acres for redistribu-
tion. In Japan, 4,630,000 acres have been
acquired and resold since 1946.
* - L
Carrying coals to Newcastle has nothing
on the Americans who have been shipping
potatoes to New Brunswick. New Bruns-
wickers should restrain their wrhth and re-
flect that nearly all the time the shoe is
firmly on the other foot.
* - L
Tonight is Budget Night. The Hon,
Douglas Abbott is the man of the hour.
Election year means great demands for low-
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Press reports about the recent
trial and conviction of a group of
American Communists reveal a
somewhat curious fact,. namely,
that ' notwithstanding their ad-
miration for Russia and its way,
Communists in general regard it
'as a good place to stay away from.
| When the presiding judge offered
i to work out a probation. plan
| whereby the convicted thirteen
could go to Russia to live instead

A to prison, they said ‘/Nol"
They called it banishment.
I should imagine that most

reople would call the judge’s of-
ter an act of clemency and kind-
ness, If Russia s such a fine
country as Communists and their
fellow-travellers make out, one
would imagine that they would
have jumped at the chance. But
20, they prefer imprisoniment to
the opportunity of living in their
naradise on earth.

Most of us at one time or an-
sther have wished that all the
Communists and near-Communists
on this continent might be round-
¢d up and given a one-way tick-
ot to the country they profess to
love so intensely. That way we
should be saved a lot of bother
and expense, This is the first
time, so far as I know, that such
a plan on % voluntary basis has
been suggested by properly con-
stituted authority, and it has been
turned down by those to whom it
was proposed. One wonders why.

Speculdtion in a question of this
tind 18 bound to be precarious, for
Commi t ways are devious and
ometimes past finding out. There
e, however, one or two possible

1swers to the question. The sim-

.est one is that the devotees of
ae Communist gospel have senge

PUBLIC FORUM

This column is open to the
discussion b dent

y P
of questions of interest. The
Guardian does not necessar-
{ly endorse the opinion of
correspondents.

RURAL TELEPHONE COMPANIES

8ir,—In an editorial of February
18th, refeyence is made to flnan-
cial difficulties enocountered by
rural telephone companies. It may
not be widely known that this
state of affairs is, at least in part,
due to the use, free of charge, of
rural company facilities in termin-
ating messages the total revenue of
which accrue to the commercial
companies.

This system takes unfair ad-
vantage of the rural companies
which operate on a non-profit, no
dividend basis,

I am, Sir, etc., -
BRUCE JUDSON.
Alexandra.

LOGIC AND LANGUAGE

Sir,—“Voice from Bedeque” adds
another to the multiple proofs that
the world is not ordered by logic.
He draws from my letter a con-
clusion that is the direct opposite
of the only one that could be logi-
cally inferred. It was precisely
because I appreciated Mr, Pender-
gast’s articles that I suggested the
appending of a glossary 8o as to
bring them within the intellectual
orbit of more people. It is regret-
table that an erudite correspond-

said. “Sure I think he deserves

It s signiticant that Canada is
the only country in the Common-
wealth” which imposes a tax on
books, The British government, for
example, abolished such  levies
nearly a century ago, and refused
to reilmpose them even in the
darkest days of the last war. We
could well follow this example. The
small revenue the “tax on know-
ledge” brings in is no compensa-
tion for the harm it does to the
nation’s intellectual life. —Edmon-
ton Journal.

Why are British police unarm-
ed? So far as we know, they are
the only police in the world who
go about their business with no
protection except truncheons and
considerable skill in  unarmed
combat. It is because they cling
tenaciously to the concept of a
policeman as a public helper and
guardian; to arm him brings him
too near to being a soldier for
their liking. The British police are
very brave men; they also know
that the law -Is deathly severe
upon anyone who attacks or re-
sists them. Peterborough Examin-
er.

A slight trace of asperity could
be noted in the lady’s voice as she

related a domestic problem to her
neighbor. “I can't get used to

it,
this business of Jim being home
all the time since he retired,” she
a
holiday for a little while after put-

ent like Mr. Pendergast should
foreclose his contributions from so
many readers by his chronic ad-
diction to the use of sesquipedalian
words. , \

When I read the dissertation on
porridge, not having a dictionary
handy, I thought “Mirabile Dictu”
was a name of one of those half-
starved Germans who were revived
by eating porridge and subsequent-
ly came to P. E. Island as railway
employees.

If the Kensington scribe would
drop those long-winded digressions
and substitute a lexicon to explain
the meaning of such words as
“oleaginous”, “leguminous”, “meta-
bolism”, “gastric sensibilities”, etc.,
the common run of readers would
get the full benefit of his learned
cffusions.

The voice of logic is more musi-
cal to my ears than the “Voice
trom Bedeque”. If everyone took
the trouble to make sure that
what he was going to say made
sense, there would be a great deal
more silence in the world and
fewer and shorter epistles in the
Public Forum. The college yell of
the school of experience is silence.

I am, Sir, etc,
McANDREW NAVIN,
Malpeque Road.

OUTDATED TEXTBOOK

children like to see new places, Lo

Sir,—All people and particularly

ting in all those years with the
company. But it sorts of gets my
goat to be doing the same old
housework all day while he lies
on the chesterfield, reading. Yes-
terday I said something to him.
that he should find more things
to do, and do you know what he
sald to me? What do you mean.
find something to do? Didn't T
clean out the bird cage today?” —
Fort William Times-Journal.

We are growing distinctly weary
of this dismal business of subordin-
| ating the taste and solidity of food
to cuteness and originality. We
don’t want our food cute. We want

is listed as a British Dominion, not
as a Province of Canada; on page
146 its population is given at 285,~
425 (more than 30 years behind the
times). The latest Canadian ex-

ures of the ambitious youngster of

“ Notes By, The Wax_&h

ports and imports quoted are fig-

which ‘look and taste ke whipped
cream on alfalfa should be put out
to grass permanently. Please pass
{.h: bicarbonate. —Hamilton Spec-
ator.

No other incoming government
in BC “ever had it so good” as the
Social Credit government. The
cautiously-worded speech from the
Throne was overshadowed by dis-
closure in the public accounts of a
$20 million surplus accumulated in
the 1061-52 fiscal year by the
Coalition administration. 8ize of
the surplus for the present 1962-
53 fiscal year is also expected to
be astonishing, It's easy to see how
Premier Bennett's regime is able
to announce lower car license fees,
higher exemptions from sales tax
on restaurant meals, better penal
and mental health services, and a
generous highway program “with-
out increasing the net debt of the
province.” — Vancouver Sun.

Do =
ot Corner

Judge Dimock in New York are

gh to realize when they are
well off. Russia as a political

symbol they openly admire, but|®

Russia as a place to live they
secretly despise. This would be
understandable enough, for any
person . who has known freedom is
not _ likely to,throw it away in-
tentd 3 ’

It we accept this explanation we
are -forced to the conclusion that
Communists and their fellows on
this continent, in fact anywhere
outside of the iron curtain, are
more doctrinaire than practical
in their thinking, But this is pro-
bably only half or less than half
the story. The other half or more
is probably directed by the Russia
leaders themselves who have no
interest in rolling out the welcome
mat for foreign sympathizers.
The thirteen who appeared before

The Passing Scene

By Observer

THEY FPREFER PEEON 70 RUSSIA

%“"‘. s, -, Q-G D> OS> 047,

benefit of a Power obvious)
tent on destroying every traieh:,}
ireedom from men's minds apg
spirits, the combination of evl]
and stupldity ‘in the mind of t,
traitor defies proper appraisal ‘

It is interesting to. note al,
‘what the judge who presided a
the trial told the convicted Cop,
munists. “There is ample scope n;
this country”, he said, “for thog
who  wish to improve the country
but ho scope whatsoever for thog
who advocate its overthrow py
force and violence”. This distinc.
tion, clear enough to’ most peopls
apparently makes no sense to the
disciples of Communism, To thep
t{xeire can b‘e no change withoyt
violence, no improvement ex
way of bloed. Pt by
There i3 much evidence to shoy
that many Communist sympathiz.
ers started out as nothing more
tprrible than would-be reformers
in social and economic relations
Somewhere along the line the tran-
sition was made from awareness of
sccial inequity to the practice of
Communistic conspiracy. Not that
the two must of necessity go to.
gether. By no means.

P

It would be extremely fooli
to think of social oonaclousnesxuip.
one mphere and. another as a sort
of half-way Communism, And %
is not without significance that
the varlous gocialistic political
movements in Europe are ana.
thema to the leaders of Worly

unism.

At the same time there is
certain kind of intellect that can.
not be content with orderly im.
provement unassociated with the
temper of violence, and this iy
the stuff of which Communist con-
spirators, or any other kind of
miiitant conspirators, are mads,
That is the lragedy of it, that
good humanitarian emotion
chould be recruited for base, ig-
noble purposes.

I stil think it is a pity that
the thirteen did not accept Judge
Dimock’s offer. It would have
saved a lot of unnecessary trouble
and expense in the future, provid.
ed of course that their action had
inaugurated a trend.

The Age-0ld Story

R O

Now faith is the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen.

useful to the Soviet cause 50 long | S EEEEEEEEEGEGEG_G__GGE———————
as they remain in the United
States. There would be nothing SHIRTS
for them to :io in Russia. -
L] . A ’m

™ is interesting, though not LAU ERED
edifying, to note that in this most TO
recl:entz batch of convlcttfd con-
spirators were four native born
Americans, the others having come PERFECTION
criginally from ooux‘:‘tges which

are now under 8o domina-

tion, While there is no excuse for RITE - WAY
any of them double guilt would CLEANERS
appear to belong to the native

born, An act of treachery towards . Phone 2387
one’s native country is always heine

ous " cnougn. When 1t for tne | A

TOMORROW

In the down-hill of life, when 1
find I'm declining,

May my fate no less fortunate be

Than a snug elbow-chair will af-
ford for reclining, '

And a cot that o'erlooks the wide
sea;

With an ambling pad-pony to pace
o'er the lawn,

While I carol away idle sorrow,

And blithe as the lark that each
day - hails the dawn,

Look forward with hope for To-
morrow.

With a porch at my door, both for
shelter and shade too,

As the sunshine or rain may pre-
vail, -

And a small spot of ground for the
use of the spade too,

it edible. We maintain that any|With a barn for the use of the

wife who would desecrate the flail:

breakfast table with the sausage-|A cows::;emy dairy, a dog for my

and-grapefruit concoction propos- )

ed 1ng; ﬁ:lpe the other day should| And a purse wheni a frlend wants

be force-fed with sardines dipped | to borrow; ’

in molasses, asd furthermore that|Ill envy no Nabob his riches or

all wives who pernetrate those fame,

monstrous  litfle sticky  salads | Nor what honors may walt him
‘Tomorrow.

up-to-date facts and figures giving

1l€tle Johnny an interesting pre- . —John Collins.

view of the world in which he —

lives? On page 304 Newfoundland

Old Charlottetown
(And P. K. L)
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LL.B.
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J. S. Taylor
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Eyes Examined, Glasses Fitted
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MacPhee & Trainor
H. F. MacPHEE, BA, QC.

E. SOMERLED TRAINOR, BA.

parristers, Eve. |

Palmer & Haslam
A, J. HASLAM, BA, LLB.
Barrister, Etc.
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M. Alban Farmer, @.C.

BA. LLB.
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Bank of Commerce Building
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Frederic A. Large, @.C.
Barrister, Solicitor, Notary
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A.
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BARRISTER, SOLICITOR,

NOTARY, FEtc.
Eastern Trust Bvilding

A, W. MATHESON, Q.C.
A. H. PEAKE, BA, LLB.
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Canadian Bank of C ce Bldg. * DENTIST
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Nicholson 202 Queen St. Phone 641

Dr. A. L. Maclsaac

JOHN P. NICHOLSON, LLB.

DENTIST

the year 1926,—all other countries

see the distant hills beyond their
are-treated with the. same stale

neighbors’ fields; hence geography

Dental X-Ray

L]
‘than a year carlier, the Finance Minister|er taxes but the requiremenis of defense Thop, 4Keainer ;. Bocahoniatl rly Barristers, Etc. GLORIA BUILDING

: .| again plying as usual. The ac- %
H i i { t $ 4 : should be true in this outward 1ook.| champagne, On page 63 Canada's Collections. — Money To Loan Phone
said there was still an estimated increase of| and socia) security will probably restrict re-| o4 e (OF ild - geography 18| population is 10,376,786, but on ;Iad;ntn e\;p]l;h pcraouv':dd l;:r :1:::?:::2 175 Grafton Street 170 Grafton St
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about six percent in terms of volume or|ductions to the more obvious levies which|an indoor journey to beckoning g;rsogs}numi.;. fa:}a:& b:he::l)" uB': consequence. On. her last trip Bell, Mathieson &

J. A. Carruthers,R.O.

1" ” i i fields and peopled marts beyond

\ real produg.t. While thesF estimates are|yield comparatively small revenue. s ron Pro thase  who - can | istics are used no date is mentior- il:;mw:'ll;‘:lt::, :en:m :; twh}e“:)l‘aec ol:::x;: OPTOMETRIST ., . Foster »

only approximate, they indicate that 1952 gy« brevel anywhere it should serve 0| ed. This is a nice way to bury sbille| e Vi qales "with the cylinder,| 198 Kent Strest =~ Phone %3 - Barristers, Solicitors, E(®
‘was the third successive year in which the|' - The drastic drop in hog marketings in|s first-hand guide: to the placcs| born virtues of necessity, HOWSVSr)|owing to an error iIn the calcula- (Next to Simpson's Agency) R R BELL, QC.

You cannot cover those things from

visited, By careful observation and
bright student.

! G.' R. FOSTER, LLB.
the exercise of memory and imag-

tion of strength, cracked near-
‘ Loans on City and Farm

1y in tHi& middle. By extreme care

. growth of real product was of the order of| Canada during January as compared with a the eyes of the Allison M. Gillis, LL.B.

v .| tnation, if we cannot go to Paris,| Johnny eventually says to himself, i °| BARRISTER, SOLICITOR, Ete. tes
five or six percent. The rate was more than| year ago can be largely iﬁ'not altogether ex-| ination, it we canvot g0 to FtM | wwhy this is anclent history.” :;;{le K, ‘lolhrt“g;elgx'x":ﬂ:t::“\:;; o 4 ok Bnr:‘:::l R rest
double that of the previous three-year per-|plained by the farmers’ knowledge that|pondon, Paris and Berlin come to| It is nothing short d&( {l%lmmol: fatety: The. enginesr was im.| 10 B ; ha: - Char n e, PEL ]
us. Today, all th! tend to make|to expect Johnny to drink deep ne
iod. ' price support would be lowered at the end o woﬂz ol nmbor A S glﬂ:ﬂm AL, and  to ey & T(::::ulzhdel:epntt;:'ll:dn::':l.u um;,: Dr. W. R. Carson
_ 'As explained by Provincial Treasurer|of 1952. The farmer is too much of a busi-| * And yet we must be factual. Like|steady hand; and no mch:: cou;d pairs having been made under his Iyron J. Grant, O.D. CHIROPRACTOR
Darby at the last session of the local Legis-| nessman today to plan on marketing a pro-| the birds we are b 1 more t while teachl make| qirections, he returned here on OPTOMETRIST Palmer Graduate
1 ! migratory than ever, There is still|the mai corrections, . for he or ¥ i & 5 STOWN
. Jature, under the new tax rental agreement| duct at a time when he is told the propsi, O A e 1 ot mature. | he  would  succsed “only in  dise St Ry g B B e B ieort g SRR 4 ol g R CHARLOTTEL prine

ed on Sunday for Pictou with the
mail and/a ber of

and will return tomorrow. We
understand (says the Pictou Ob-

crediting the printed word wherein
it should be authoritatively accept-
ed. in school matters. Imagine,-on

'this Province = was guaranteed a minimum
" annual income from that source of $2,966,-

will be taken from under its market price,

» L] - \

“Why this longing, this forever

sig)
For the far off, unattained and

H. R. DOANE & COMPANY

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

856 during the next five years, plus Adelina Juana Maria Patti, Italian sing-|" " dim, page 288 the population of all the|gerver) it Is the intention of her
f3 2l : 4 tries included in' North Amer- ; 148 Great George St, Charlottetown
‘amounts based on the gross national pro-| er, was born this date 1843. She gave an While the beautiful all around thee e it IR e W i B a7 b TR Chones 1080+ 1447

duet for the year preceding the year of pay-| early series of concerts but made her oper- oml,’, up ils Jow, perpatusi|Isthmus of Panama and  ajl the|pulld another steamer of greater RANDOLPR W. MANNING, C.A. NNA, CA
y : o 9 ! islands ‘adjacent to e Atlantic ; | ERMA P, MacPHERSON, CA. KEVIN J. McKENNA. o
 oyer that for the year 1948. In that|atic debut in New York in 1859. Two years b ! ind " ?l?:l?h the dl’oc:;on:::lhu“:oul!:r Other offices t Hallfax, Moueton, St. John's, Amherst Dir mou!

and Pacific mainland coastline - of
A f all these the

fional product resulted in Many of our sons have - become ‘given every satisfaction, that such

later she took London by Storm with the Kentville, Liverpoo), New Glasgow and Truro. __—

. v ] : b al because the = world| combined ulation is said to be easure would be atténded with ;
ment for the next year|exquisite clearn®ss and beauty-of her voice. Bl ‘o that which was grest| 146,000,000 The United States alone Mg 501 pver St McDONALD, CURRIE & CO. -
to $3,005,000. In effect|She lived in Paris for many years, ‘within them. Behind the Cur-| have about that number of people.| concerned.” , ' L
4 v gl tain the children are a false| It would be Interesting to know| -—Royal Gazette, Aug. 7, 1882, (It CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
ent will vary|London where she remained a prime favor-| ana degrading picture of the people| how the Teachers ~Federation, re«| was earller In this ygar that the| pfontreal, Quebec, Ottawa. Toronto, Salnt John, Sherbrooke, Van
$185,000 per year|ite. - In later years she gave up the stage of m SO i o Sk ot :fmn&h‘}?n’-w, g e lr;:gggmm 0. L rkland Lake, Monclon Hamilton, p@ggg_ﬁgq&_f?!"f",:}:;';;::
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