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Buccaneers Of Fashion
Worry-Parisian Dress Houses

By CYNTHIA LOWRY

NEW YORK (AP)--Piracy on
the high seas went out when
steam replaced sail. But piracy
on high styles, another venerable
crime, has never been more pop-
ular. :

Commissioner Jacques Besson
of the French Surete Nationale
estimates the fashion thief is cost-
ing the dressmakers of Paris be-
tween $12,000,000 and $14,000,00
a year. He recently appealed to
the international police organiza-
tion for aid.

Besson says style piracy has
become a well-organized, syndi-
cate-type racket with headquar-
ters in New York and branches
in Italy, Germany, Belgium and
Awstria. y
ROMANTIC LIFE ’

The life of a fashion buccaneer,
particularly in Europe, is ro-
mantic as a spy movie, full of
cloak and dagger effects. The big
operators use microfilm, forged
identification papers, bribes and
pay-ofifs.

Not 1long ago French cops
nabbed a Parisienne as she scur-
ried aboard a plane bound for
Cairo. In her handbag was a
bundle of original sketches stolen
from the drawing board of one
of the world’s most important
fashion creators.

The big, organized pirate band
works differently, however, Au-
thorities say the syndicate sends
agents to the finst showings of
important collections, These
agents memorize details of the
dresses shown and later make
sketches. These are microfilmed
and ainmailed to the United
States to be sold or traded.
BRISK BUSINESS

Under-the-counter dealings in
sketches is brisk around the time
of the openings. Only a carefully
sereened list of customers and
fashion writers is invited to at-
f;end the unveilings, but the fash-
ion thieves somehow manage to
get what they want.

A few years ago in Paris a pair
of style buccaneers went into
partnership. One would swiftly
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memorize the details of the tops
of the more successful dresses
and the other would concentrate
on waistlines and skirts.

An A m eric an manufacturer
who returned recently from the
Paris collections said some meth-
odical German garment makers
are improving this technique by
putting whole teams of pirates
into the dressmakers’ salons.
SPECIALISTS

“They manage to get as many
as five of their people inside one
way or another,” said the Amer-
jcan. ‘“One will just look at neck-
‘lines; another shoulders; a,third
sleeves, and so on.”

Attitudes of the high style de-
signers toward this ‘‘borrowing”
vary. Pauline Trigere, for ex-
ample, fumes because there
seems no way to prevent the wife
of a larcenous manufacturer from
walking into a retail store, order-
ing one of her expensive, high-
style dresses and taking it home
for papa to copy. :

Adele Simpson is philosophical
about the practice.

“I say that you might just as
well- go out of business if they
stop copying you,” she shrugs.
“It really means that you aren’t
making clothes that are good
enough to steal.”

Smithsonian
To Get Famous
Hope Diamond

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
fabulous Hope diamond, a stone
of beauty and ill fortune, is about
to pass from a New York gem
merchant to the United States.

The deep blue diamond, it was
learned Friday, will be given the
Smithsonian Institution by gem
dealer Harry Winston, to be dis-
played in the Smithsonian's hall
of gems and minerals here. It is
the largest known blue diamond
in the world, and the most storied.

There was no announcement of
the gift from either Winston or
the Smithsonian, but it is under-
stood the tragedy - haunted dia-
mond will arrive in Washington
Monday.

The diamond is about the size
of a 50-cent piece but has been

insured by various owners for up;

to $2,000,000.

Winston was reported to have
decided to part with the 44%-
carat oval stone in order to help
establish in Washington a collec-

“|tion of jewels equal to those of

the crown capitals of the world.

19TH MINE FATALITY

ELLIOT LAKE, Ont. (CP)—
James V. Sloan, 47, of Maniwaki.
Que., was killed Thursday when
crushed beneath a piece of heavy
mining equipment at the Buckles
Uranium Mine here. It was the
19th mine fatality this year in the
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