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" Wildgeese Have Suffered
"In' Late Spring Breakup

The heaviest spring #light of
wildgeese over a long period of
vears is beginning to filter north-
ward. Old timers tell me it 2as
peen a long, long time since they
saw so many geese here in the
spring. It's passing strange that
on the toughest spring we have
nad for over a quarter cemtury a
recol t of geese should
choose to arrive earlier then usu-
s In this columnist's memory I
have to go back 31 years to find
a spring its equal in ice and snow
¢ Aiti 1 d spring
patrols in March, 1929 and this is
the first spring since then I have
not been on the rounds with the ex-
ception of a partial layoff in 1952
quring my change of status from
Federal to Provincial game war-

en
dhmre the roads have opened up
| have made trips throughout the
countryside contacting old time
observers and key undercover men
who kept me pretty well informed
as to feed and poaching condi-
tions while'I was on active. duty.
It is the general consensus of opin-
ion that the geese suffered more
from starvation and illegal shoot-
g this spring then on any season
within memory. I didn't realize
ihat the geese were so aard press-
ed for food until I began to circu-
late among the farmers. There
was practically no open water for
weeks later their arrival and per-
iodic snow storms shut off their
food ordinarily gleaned from the
fields — stubble and last season's
potato acreages, For days they sat
huddled together out on the sea
jce waiting for rations to come up.
NOT SAFE

It wasn't safe for them to hang
out around the few open channels,
From what I can gather in some
districts the season was wide open
_ in otaers just the usual sniping
tactics that have occurred every
past spring and will in all prob-
ability will continue in future
spring seasons.

According to reliable informa-
tion poachers had a field day
in the Orwell — China Point —

Farnscliffe — and—Portree Creek |

triangle. For a week or more af-
ter the geese arrived there was

no open water except at Orwell,

(Lougheran's) and Portree Creek.
The distance between the two
points is approximately three mil-
es as the crow flies. When the
geese were driven out of portree
they flew across Orwell Cove to
Brush Wharf and thence up the
Orwell River to Lougheran's.
Farmers who live at The Cove
told me it was pathetic. The geese
would fly to Lougheran's and in
10 or 15 minutes would again ap-
pear in sight scattered all over
the skyline and honking their
heads off. Toward the end their
breasts were V shaped — like
troughs as one farmer comment-
ed — and the birds were so weak
tiey had to alight on the snowy
fields between flights. One obser-
ver remarked: “I never in my

life saw so many single geese fly-

ing hither and yon searching for
lost mates” ‘There'll be a lot of
broods missing from the return
flight south this fall.

OPEN POACHING

In case some readers of the Col-
umn will get the idea I'm jump-
ing to conclusions I'll relate an
incident that happened at Lougher-
an's. After the geese came they
frequented several open holes un-
der Jimmie Hughes' shore. Qne

afternoon a maroon Caevrolet ear
stopped on the Trans-Canada High-
way opposite Lougheran's. A man
got out with a shotgun, skirted the
edge of the marsh and under cover
of a spruce thicket ecrept out on
a flock of geese in an open hole
and shot three. He carried the
geese held by the necks over his
shoulder, threw them in tae right
hand door- of the car, placed the
gun on the seat and quite non-
chalently walked around the rear
of the car and got in behind the
wheel. He knew he was under ob-
servation and that there was a fair
car traffic on the move but didn’t
make any “jack rabbit” start but
appeared quite calm, cool and col-
lected and pulled away in a nor-
mal manner.

That appeared to be the gener-
al pattern regarding goose shoot-
ing in this area. On Saturday April
13th it was an ordainary spring
day in the ecity .but out in the
country it was blustery. During
periods of snow squalls visibility
was cut to a few yards. A heavy
concentration of geese in the fields
in the China Point-Earnscliffe-
Seal River area were hammer-
ed all day. Shots were heard ev-
ery hour of the morning and after-
noon. It was quite evident the
poachers had no worry over be-
ing interrupted in their illegal ac-
tivities.

Many are asking: “Why was
this allowed to happen?” If three
regiments of soldiers are holding
a line and the centre regiment
shoulder arms and march out the
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whole system of def

like a house of cards. Such a situa-
tion was not unexpected but who
made any effort toward taking
steps to forestall such a happen-
ing? It would appear as if hunters
welcomed
and acted like a bunch of chil-
dren let out of school.

FEW CONSERVATIONISTS

Hunters have talked to me quite
freely and admitted their inten-
tion of getting a few geese this
spring. 1 have also been told they
were in good condition when they
arrived but in a week or ten days
were so thin they weren’'t worth
shooting. One gunner stated they
were so thin they’d hardly fall out
of the air when shot if it was blow-
ing hard. I asked him why any-
one would want to shoot geese in
the spring. ‘“Well”” was his reply
“taey’ve had spring shooting in
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and
Newfoundland for years and its
about time we had our innings.
The few geese I shot won't be
missed.”

There is a closed season on mi-
gratory birds in both Canda and
the States during the spring but
it is common knowledge that in
the sister Maritime provinces en-
forcement has been pretty lax but
that is no reason why this province
should follow suit. Incidentally, a
hunter could tell a game warden
he shot some geese out of season
'and what could the warden do
about it supposing it was true.
Take him to court and he'd deny
it and state he was only joking
so what? As I see it at the mo-
ment the work of a lifetime was
pretty well wasted — it floated
down the river over night. About
the only conclusion one can draw
from this state of affairs is that
the majority of hunters in this pro-
vince are not in favour of a strict,
new to the line, game law enforce-
ment policy.

Back Stretch

(Continued from Page 6)

$100,000 for sixty scheduled har.
ness race meets. Opening date will
be May 20, when half mile dahses
will be raced. After that on Wed-
nesday and Saturday nights racing
will be continued until Remem-
brance Day, November 11th, There
will be accomodation for 150 horses
and everything will be done to
make the programs atiractive to
the public and satisfactory to the
horsemen.

The Charlottetown track has be
put in splendid condition by a lot
of hard work. The man responsible
for the oval and in fact the entire
plant this year Is Everett Hastings,
and i the Island were searched
over a better man could not be
found for the Job. Yesterday over
a dozen horses were working miles
in '3:00 quite easily. There is nice
footing and just enough clay to
make training enjoyable for the
horses and the real thing for leg-
ging them up. Some sixty horses
are stabled there now but it is ex-
pected that when racing gels un-
der way that number will be in-
creased to 150. While no program

has been released we understand
that race fans will see as good
racing as any in the past years
and plenty of opportunity to watch
the horses i naction.

NEW OWNER

A new owner, George Cudmore
of Brackley, has applied for an
eligibility certificate for the
3 - year - old Standardbred pacing
mare Miss Harvester, by Simcoe
Harvester 2:04%, dam, the fam.
ous pacing mare Miss America
2:05% by Abbedale 2:01%- This
little miss has a speed inheritance
of 2:04% and we hope she will hit
that mark,

Officials connected with various
tracks in the Maritimes are re-
minded that an official school will
be held in the Brunswick Hotel,
Moncton, N.B. on Saturday, May
4th at 10:00 a.m. All licensed of-
ficials have been notified, also the
track managers and Don R. Mil-
lar, E ive Vice-President of
tje United States Trotting Associ-
ation, is flying up from Columbus,
Ohio, to conduct the school. This
will be an exceptional chance for
all officials to get knotty points in
the rules explained to them by the
man most qualifed to deal with

' the subject,
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Here's why so many people are turning to

Credit Unions to save money: ;

(1) All deposits up to $2,000 are fully insured
. provided the depositer is 55 ot under. From 55 to 60
years deposit is 75% insured; from 60 to 65 years
. deposit is 50% insured; from 65 to 70 years deposit
is 25% insured. At death your deposit as well as in-
‘.;ue:laneehpddtobendidary.A real two for one

+ less of race or :

: + (4). Your loan is In event of death or
* total disability your loan is wiped out.

5 You are invited to see your nearest Credit Un-

1en

7:30 a.m. to 10:30 p.m.
Phone 6697 23 Elm Ave.
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y Smokers’ Supplies, School Reasonable Rates 30 Years In-Business Silent Traction Winter Tires T'"’;i' Bf‘;"" 'SACF";"’”” On Sale At Your Confectionery
i n
Supplies All Work Guaranteed “A satisfied customer is our Rubber Footwear Repaired RESED 0 BT Neighborhood Grocery TOWN-WIDE DELIVERY
Open Mon. through Sat. Phone 9222 H. J. Coffin & S. C. Wakelin Phone 8521

38 Longworth Ave.
Ted Bradley, 91 King St.

MAPLE LEAF
BAKERY

WE BAKE UP TO A
STANDARD, NOT DOWN TO
A PRICE

FRESH HOME MADE
BREAD
WHITE and WHOLE WHEAT

TOWN - WIDE DELIVERY
PHONE 8432

113 KENT STREET

FREE! $234.00 IN MERCHANDISE OR SERVICE FREE!
SEE IF YOUR NAME IS IN ONE OF THE ADVERTISEMENTS

THIS PAGE IS A WEEKLY FEATURE OF THE GUARDIAN FOR A 26 WEEK PERIOD AND FACH WEEK THERE WILL APPEAR
IN THE ADVERTISEMENTS THREE NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF PEOPLE LIVING IN CHARLOTTETOWN AND DISTRICT.
READ THE ADVERTISEMENTS CAREFULLY AND IF YOU FIND YOUR NAME, CLIP OUT THE ADVERTISEMENT AND PRESENT
IT ALONG WITH A SALES SLIP OR LABEL TO THE GUARDIA N OFFICE, SHOWING THAT GOODS OR SERVICES HAVE BEEN
PURCHASED FROM ANY ONE OF THE ADVERTISERS ON THIS PAGE AND YOU WILL RECEIVE ABSOLUTELY FREE A $3.00
ORDER TO BE SPENT FOR MERCHANDISE OR SERVICE WITH ONE OF THE ADVERTISERS ON THIS PAGE.

PATRONIZE THE BUSINESS FIRMS ON THIS COMMUNITY PAGE

A. B. MacRAE

CUSTOM GRINDING
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CHECK-R-MIX FEEDS
TO GET THE MOST VALUE
OUT OF YOUR HOME
GROWN GRAINS HAVE
THEM MIXED AT OUR
MILL WITH
PURINA

CONCENTRATES

PHONE 9514
WINSLOE

DUSTERS

LINED AND

UNLIN
A COLOR FOR EVERY TASTE -
Size 8-20

from 10.95

THE FASHION SHOPPE

HASTING’S
SERVICE STATION
TEXACO GAS AND OILS

General Repairs to
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ED

to 25.95

Phone 5957 Southport
.
TOM DAVIES ISLAND AUTO BODY WORKS
(JAMES J. SMITH, PROP.)
D

TEXACO WELDING — SPRAY PAINTING
DEALER Free Estimates
ME IN AND GOOD WORK DONE AT PRICES THAT SATISFY

= “GAS” PHONE 8613 7% DORCHESTER STREET
WITH US

CARVER BROS.

Imperial Oil Limited
Farm Trade Agent
Servicing
Charlottetown East Area
Stove and Furnace
Fuel Ol

Meteored Tanks
Prompt 24 Hour Service

Automatie Delivery
If Requested

PHONE 3588
Office Cor. of St. Peter's Rd.
and Gower Street

NELSON’S
SERVICE STATION
M. J. (Buster) MacMillan,
Prop.

STEAD’S
PHARMACY
DIAL 4131 . 4132

OPEN ALL DAY
SATURDAY AND
SUNDAY FROM

10 AM| t0o 9 P.M.
128 KENT STREET

IRVING GAS AND OIL

Tires—Batteries—Accessories
Greasing Our Specialty
Washing and Simonizing

Phone 3621  Grafton St. East

BONDED BRAKE LININGS
HIGHEST QUALITY

PRICED FROM $4.49 SET

"WETLSen.. TRE & AUTO SUPPLY
el LIMITED
181 GREAT GEORGE ST.

LOWEST PRICES HIGHEST QUALITY

Tires—Accessories
Washing—Lubrication
Polishing—Simonizing

Free Pick-up and Delivery
HAVE YOU HAD YOUR
SPRING CHECK-UP?

Phone 6034

DOLLIVER & DENNIS

! SHEET METAL CONTRACTORS

WARM AIR HEATING — EAVESTROUGHING
OIL BURNERS AND FURNACES
SOLD — INSTALLED — SERVICED

JUST ARRIVED

A carload of the new Cock-
shutt 628 Lime Sowers. This
machine will SOW GRAIN,
GRASS, LIME or FERTIL-
1ZER. 8" or 10" sizes with or
without tires. Only 5 not sold.

LARTER BROS.
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CONCRETE WORK OF ALL KINDS

Manufacturing Concrete Blocks
Concrele Sewer Pipe — Concrete Brick

ALBERT L. THOMAS
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WHITE ROSE BULK
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PHONE 6610
FOR PROMPT DELIVERY
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g Phone 3934 Phone * * OCCASIONS
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e o || |y A Cotate an
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. % . y t
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