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Government By Retreat
Two of the promises on which the

Pearson Government was elected had

to do, respectively, with a new con-

tributory pension plan and a munic-
ipal loan fund. A federal-provincial
conference had been planned for the
fall to discuss the pension plan and
fiscal relations, but no date had been
set. Now Prime Minister Pearson has
intimated that pensions along with

the loan plan will be discussed at a

conference to be held in Ottawa July

26-27, to which provincial premiers

have been invited.

Premier Lesage is opposed to both
these measures, He wants this con-
ference for a battle-ground on which
to wage war against them. Mr. Pear-
son has maintained that the meas-
ures are within federal jurisdiction
—otherwise why should he promise
them in a federal election campaign?
—but appears to have yielded to the
Quebec Premier’s demand in con-
nection with them.

The Canadian Press quotes Ot-
tawa informants on Saturday as say-
ing that the Federal Government is
anxious to sidestep an open fight
with Mr. Lesage's government, be-
cause of the effects it might have on
the volatile climate of public opinion
in Quebec. A good political reason;
but why didn’t Mr. Pearson think of
it before he drafted his campaign
pledges? Premier Lesage's views on
the matter were no secret.

Now the Pearson Government has
put both these policies in jeopardy.
And having yielded in this case to
Quebec’s demands, where is it going
to draw the line? No matter what
happens at the coming interprovin-
eial conference, “the volatile climate
of public opinion” in Quebec will re-
main as a problem for Mr. Pearson.

What he needs now, it seems, is
a little of the intestinal stamina he
accused former Prime Minister Dief-
enbaker of lacking, in those days
when he stood forth as the valiant
champion of “action and decision” at
Ottawa.

Of course Prime Minister Pear-
son has promised a further statement
on the conference matter today.
Everything he has to say will be
awaited with careful attention.

Meanwhile the impression is
strengthening that what Canada is
getting is government by retreat
rather than through leadership.

Reform Badly Needed

Perhaps there is something in the
contention of the Financial Post that
our system of budget-making at
Ottawa needs reform. With the comp-
lications of modern government husx-
mness, it says, it is almost i

_axpayers, “Donald Fleming,"” it says,
“made 14 changes in budget meas-
ures in his career as Finance Minis-
ter, withdrawing some and altering
others. Earlier finance ministers have
wisely done the same thing when pro-
posed measures proved, on wider
scrutiny, to have completely unin-
tended side effects.”

The difference here was in the
extent and effect of the changes.
Mr. Gordon’s were so sweeping as to
make his original budget almost un-
recognizable, affecting his estimated
revenue for the year to the tune
of a hundred million dollars and
causing widespread confusion in the
construction industry and.on the
stock markets. The “public explos-
ions” set off by his budget—as The
Post calls them—never occurred be-
fore becauss the changes on previous
occasions were of a comparatively

| minor nature.

This does not stultify the argu-
ment for the need of reform in the
matter of preparing the budget. The
Toronto Globe and Mail suggests, in
this connection, a two-pronged refor-
mation. Within the Cabinet, it says,
there should be a committee of policy
makers. On occasion this committee
could be enlarged by the addition of
certain civil servants and the Gover
nor of the Bank of Canada. This
committee should then, throughout
the year, assemble in Ottawa groups
of business leaders from all over the
country in vigorous and informal
work sessions.

In this way the academic views
of civil servants would be balanced
by the practical views of business,
and the executive committee of the
Cabinet would be furnished with
broad information of both sorts on
which to base policy. What the Cab-
inet committee would then select for
use in the budget, of course, would
be the committee’s secret until it
was told in the House. These basic
budget decision should be made by
the committee, not by the Finance
Minister working alone.

This, of course, wouldn't ensure
a painless budget; but it would pre-
vent a repetition of the lamentable
exhibition given by Mr. Gordon on
this occasion.

To Study Consumer Credit

A few days ago Solicitor-General
MacNaught tabled a motion to set up
& special joint committe of the Com-
mons and Senate to study all aspects
of consumer credit and the law af-
fecting it. This recalls the fact that
last year a credit reform bill, intro-
duced by Edward Nasserden, Con-
servative member for Sosthern, was
talked out on the floor of the House.

Altogether, no fewer than nine
bills along the same lines have been
introduced, but none has been approv-
ed, although all have received sub-
stantial vocal support from members
of all parties. And at present Senator
David Croll is making his fifth at-
tempt to get such a bill through the
upper house.

In spite of past failures, sponsors
and supporters of credit reform are
said to be hopeful that the joint com-
mittee will come up with recommend-
ations which the Government will be
able to bring forward either at the
present or the next session of Parlia-
ment. This view is expressed by the
Winnipeg Free Press, which strongly
supports the movement and which
cites, in this connection, the latest
Dominion Bureau of Statistics fig-
ures showing the amount of consumer
credit outstanding in Canada last
March 31.

These figures included sales fin-

for budget planners to foresee all the
ramifications of their tax plans when
they are actually applied to the real-
ities of various businesses,

“We should learn something from
the British and the Americans,” adds
‘The Post, “where proposed tax
changes get widespread discussion
before enactment. Prime Minister
Pearson seems to be coming around
to accept this view. Our system of
secret bureaucratic budget hatching,
dramatic announcement and almost
instantaneous enactment doesn’t
make sense in today’s world where
taxation is so complex and an in
evitable element in all business de-
cisfons.” 2

AT HMdo

| This helps to explain the predica
ment in which Finance Minister Gor-
don found himself in his budgetary

uncements at the present parlia-
tary session. The Toronto paper
pather overstates its case, however,
when it argues that there ia “lots of

lent” for the changes Mr. Gor-
. made under pressure from the

RS

ance pany credit on

goods, cash loans and instalment
credit through small loan companies,
outstanding balances with depart-
ment, furniture and appliance stores,
secured and unsecured bank loans
and home improvement loans. The
total was $3,664 million; which means
that, on average, every Canadian
man, woman and child has a personal
debt of around $200. The statistics
showed that Canadians today owe
about three-and-a-half times as much
to banks in the form of personal un-
secured loans as they did in 1954.
Debts to department stores, on charge
accounts and instalment accounts,
have doubled in the past nine years.

EDITORIAL NOTE

tatistics show that there are at
present 462 closed-cireuit educational
television installations in the United
States. Of these, 266 operate in in-
stitutions of higher education, 98 in
elementary and secondary schools, 47
in medical and 31 in dental schools,
and 20 in military institutions. i
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SHOULD POOL EXPENSES

Mounting Cost Of Nuclear Research

even more muy weapons, ad- | de Gaulle's France, can inde-
vance into space and, enlarge | finitely escape the political

The cost of the new Nuclear
Research Centre at the Univer-
sity of Alberta, more than a mil-
lion dollars, probably has rais-
ed some taxpayers eyebrows in
the province. Yet the fact is
that the physicists at the unl-
versity are getting a research in-
strument for “atom-smashing"”
which, by comparison with those
abroad, is small both in capa-
city and cos

The ante “in. the. big. poker
game of nuclear physics is rapid-
Iy rising to astronomical heights.
Physicists_are asking for par-
ticle accelerators producin g
higher and higher energy lev-
s, As these Tequirements Tise
80 d

The Jotest bid In the Unlted
States comes from a scientific
advisory panel to the U.S. gov-
ernment, 1t proposes construc-
tion of a new proton accelera-
tor capable of boosting nuclear
“bullets” to energy levels of
about 200 billion electron volts.
This machine would cost

40,000,000,

1t also proposes that design
studies be started on a mach-
ine that would glve proton ener-
gies of 600 to 1,000 billion elec-
tron volts and cost as much as

1,000,000,

EX’I‘REMES OF COST

The accelerators now _envis-
aged in the U.S., and in Russia,
for that matter, do not merely
lie utterly beyond the reach of
a provinclal university such as
ours. They approach extremes
of cost to which even the gov-
ernment of the U.S., with its
great resources, is reluctant to

g0.

This is evident from the fact
that four years ago the U.S. and
Russia accepted, on paper at
least, a suggestion that super-
accelerators be built on a co-
operative international basls.

Since then, Russia has exhib-
fted mo_interest in actually col-
laborating on a 1,000 - bev pro-
ject. The agreement therefore
may come to naught. The trend
is_nonetheless significant.

The nations of Western Eur-
ope have already found it ne-
cessary to pool their efforts in
nuclear research, chiefly be-
cause of cos

Thus, in particle physics, th e
spearhead of nuclear research
today, the cost of the machin-
ery, at the upper limit, already
exceeds the capacity of individ-
ual nations of no mean size. This
is parallel with the tendency of
the cost of defence, at the nu-
clear level, to outgrow national
resources.

In general, techonology Is out-
growing the national state, ren-
dering it more and more inade-
quate and unstable as a unit of
political, military and economie
organization.

As men plunge stll deeper
into the atom's nucleus, develop

Our Yesterdays

(From the Guardian Files)
TWBNTY'IVE YEARS AGO
15, 1
London, Jnly 14 (CP) — An

Air Minitry offilal said tonght
that as little time as possible will

be before the actual work
b on building airplanes in
Canada for the Royal Alr Force,

A delightful tea was held un-
der the auspices of St. James
lChnrcIl Guild on the Kirk House

awn

Stewart and Mrs. HH. Hillson.
TEN Y!AN AGO
July 15,
Frederick John Finlly of Tor-
ry of the Bank of

the Canadian general council of
the Boy Scouts Assoclation Jan.
1, it was announced today.
suce Major-General  D.C.
Spry.

Southhampton, Eng. (CP) —

the scale of their technological
operations, the consequent
dwarfing of the national state,
even in its largest forms, even-
tually will make joint enterprise
the only alternative to national
inferiority or military ~catas-
trophe.

Not even Russia and the Unit-
ed States, let alone President

consequences of the persistent
enlargement of technological
scale.

Of course, the intelligence
which has set out to explore
be surprised to find that it will
require organizationn on a plan-
etary scale to handle its self-
appointed task.

Britain is back on speaking
terms with the
Market countries but no closer
to_joining the club.

The ministers of the Euro-
pean Common Market reached
a compromise decision Thurs-
day to consult with Britain on
a ministerial level every three

The meetings will be held
within the crumbling forum of
the Western European Union.

The permament Common Mar-
ket commission will be invited
to attend when European eco-
nomic matters are on the
agenda. It is understood mem-
bership won't be discussed.

This decision is a concession
by France but implies no funda-
mental change in her anti-Brit-
ish position, However, there 1s
satisfaction in London and Brus-
sels that the meetings will pre-
vent British and European trade
policles _from _ drifting further
apart after President Charles
de Gaulle's January veto.

min)

Back On Speaking Terms

By Doug I
Canadian Press Staff Writer

Marshall

There are also signs that five
of the six market members con-
tinue to regard Britain as the
primary prospective candidate
for membership and the ques-
tion has merely been shelved
until there is a change of pol-
icy or government in Paris.

This view is strengthened by
a shift in the climate of opinion
within Britain. especially on the
part of Labor party leaders.

This has been caused by a
number of factors that are just
coming to light. The most im-
portant is that British produe-
tivity is on the move again and
the economic position is consid-
erably brighter than when ne-
gotiations began in 1961. Brit-
mn need not go begging to Eur-

FOpposition Leader Harold Wil-
son has declined to commit him-
self on the European question.
1f he forms the government
ter the next election he may see
his way clear to reopening the
bidding.

The quicker a newly indepen-
dent country can stand on its
own feet, the better for all con-
cerned — most of all for its
people. It is encouraging there-
hre. that United Nations Secre-

- Genenl U ‘Thant hll da
cldeﬂ to -
tary (but nnt clvllinn\ com.ln-
gents from the Congo by the end
of this year. He is said to have
been partly influenced by finan-
cial considerations; but he would

have considered repat-
riation of UN forces unless sat-
isfied that a relapse into dis-
order was unlikely to result.

Happily, U Thant can count
on getting vlmnlly enon!ll
money to keep

pees ont yolng HAT u:e .nd o
the year. The ssemb-
ly, after long deblk. evenlllll-
ly came through with a resolu-

Congo And Cash

Christian Sclence Monitor

tion a couple of weeks ago en-
dorsing a stopgap compromise
formula intended to raise enough
funds to pay for UN peace-
keeping operations until the end
of the year. It included a pro-
vision beyond a certain
point, ss developed” coun-
tries would get a cut in their
assessed dues.

‘This still leaves open the ques-
tion whether countries such as
the United States and Britain
should be left to contribute
the lion's share of the UN's fi-
nancial needs — a question all
the more delicate when lwo oth-
er permanent members of the
Security Coundl the Soviet Un-
fon and France, refuse to pay
anything for some UN opera-
tions. Such a situation should
not be allowed to persist inde-
finitely.

Motorists in Ontario are going
to be hit by another round of
increases in the cost of automo-
bile insurance. As a group, they
have to take most of the blame
upon themselves.

The Independent Automobile
and Casualty Insurance Confer-
lnu has announced increases

of five per cent on Su dri-
verg (Imder WW miles a year)
and 10 per cent on others.

The companies have muster-
ed some impressive statistics to
show that the increases are ne-

ssary. They show
cent increase in all accidents,
@ 25.6 per cent increase in acci-

operty - damage’ deades
{with an_actual 187 per cent
increase in damage), In the first
quarter of this year.

High Cost Of Insurance

It is possible to quarrel with
the principle of flat rate increas-
es es for large groups
of peo‘pll !n very broad categor-
fes, but the layman would be

hard pressed to show how auto
insurance could be put more
an actuarial basis.

There is no question, however,
that something more has to be
done to curb the rmng lo]l on
the roads and high
means more 1nhnl|ve drlver ed—

Unless something s done, as
the insurance rates empha-
size, the time is coming when
few will be able to afford to
drive — it they dare.

“Won't Eat”
Erd Normal

R. Van Dellen

nrm utndhm't
llhd for months. This
is a mmmcomphlntn(pn\
ents and a thorough examina-
ﬂmﬂlﬂlllﬁltlo\ltoflool
normal and

healthy. 'Mo'.h-' is told to let
ourse.

the youngster is o
rough “won't eat”
era — a nol d

lopment.
ravenous appetite during the
first six months of life, and gain
a pound or more per month. But
some time in the first half of the
second year, appetite begins to
wane and the tot gains less than

% pound per month.
’l'he dulm for food renchzl
sec-

ond and thhd ‘year IM th! wh

family doctor. She 1s told not to
worry because he won't starve
to death. Furthermore, apj
generally returns as quickly as
it disappeared, nnd a growth
epur! is follow.

A different llmlﬂan exists in
malnourished and markedly un-
derweight children. Some are
ill and may harbor an infection
such as tuberculosis or kidney
disease. Now and then, !nfec't-
ed tonsils, anemia, or a gas-
trointestinal di:turbuce is re-
sponsible. But the majority are
physically sound and loss of ap-

petite stems from anxiety or an
in!erlor constitution.

ese boys and girls usually
lre small boned, nervous, jit-
tery, and easily upset; some
llve under constant tension. The
ity have received every
tomc on the market and have
swallowed their weight in vita-
mins. But these products sel-
dom help because anxiety is the
basic cause.

A mild sedative often does
wonders even though these tots
may not appear to eat more.
They receive greater benefit
from food when calmed down
and waste less energy in fuss-
ing and fidgeting.

MIGRAINE
AND PERSONALITY

C. R. writes: I'm not tense
or nervous yet suffer from mi-
graine attacks periodically. Can
this type of headache arise from
{acto:: other than emo-

REPLY

We don't know the cause of
migraine but many possible
causes have been studied. The
personality has received consid-
erable attention but this is only
one facet of the problem.

NOCTURNAL SEIZURES
M. M. writes: Is there a type
of epilepsy that occurs only at
ight?

nj
REPLY

g

No. eptic seizure may
come on at night as well as dur-

th Hint—
Cold b-lhl ease the pain of
sunburn.

NOTES BY

THE WAY

"Im'oﬂldl. business for
the beauty par] — Strat
Beacon-] 5

the’

ther: 're beginning to
wonder, too! — Galt Reporter.

‘The gopher, which used to out-
number the hsuhteh”llnlm

it the
Ckodug, it seetaa tiat they ahould
have turnes up somewhere else.
— Calgary Herald.

likely be

ed.! — Monl

A politician is a man who feels
righteous when in office and in
dignant when out of office

Galt Report.

“Man Kicked By Cow In Hos-
pital.’ «Headline. It is a mis. _

take to put a person with poor
eyesight in charge of admitting
patients to a hospital. — Chat-
ham News.

Power

To Burn

Galt Reporter
ces of our country-side, let us |

There 1s something rresistibly
attractive to many people in the
sight of a steam locomotive, and
when these monsters of the rails
were replaced by diesel units, it

seemed that romance had gone
out of railroading.

There is very litle glamor in
o diesel Iocometive, Wt If v
watch them for a while, you get
an impression of controll
er tiat is impressive, to say the

th

motives with diesels our two rail-

wm report that they have in-
reased the average weight of

lreﬂght trains by 45 per cent and
average speed has been

creased by 2 per cent.

It was unusual to see a freight
train of more than 60 cars haul-
ed by steam, whereas diesels
are now hauling trains of more
than twice that number of cars.
1t is said that the diesels may
soon give way to ollfired gas
turbine locomotives, but this we
will have to see.

So, after heaving & nostalglo
sigh for the steam locomotive,
and its lonely whistle-sound ec-
hoing across the great open spa-

give a passing thought, at least,
to the fact that the people with

the most power, and the ones '

who contribute most to our com-
munities, are the ones who do
their work quietly, and let the
results speak emselves.

The automobile, which made
n possible some ears ago, for

s to be ss sitting down,
wmxld ‘appear 'o be here to stay.
It has been said that with all
the improvements and refine-
‘ments made by the manufactur-
ers of these chrome-trimms
chariots, the most important part
in the car is the nut that holds
the steering wheel.

Every dme one hears the
screech of rubber, and sees one
of these characters rear up to a
pedestrian cross-walk and smile
condescendingly at the startled
pedestrians whom they
temporarily reprieved,
thinks of a quotation from the
Bible: “Behold Jehu, the son of
Nimshi. who griveth furiously”.
No one should be permitted to
drive these days under the age
of 18 at least.

ane

The Compleat Scientist

Ottawa

Everyone s for science these

duyu but enough's_enough.
at the University of

Miln\l the Institute of Marine
Science is going too far. They
are proposing to take the art,
the very soul out of fishing.

They are only about mmo
shy of the $500,000 needed t:
up what they are calling a “fah
behavior" building.

No real fisherman will send
them a sou.

Let the ichthyologists find mlt
if they can, how porpoises tal
or why fish migrate. We whh
th!m luck in m‘b’lﬂl the feed-

references
But a little hnwledn 5 a
dangerous thing when it comes
to_determining why fish prefer

Journal

different baits at different tim-
es. The scientists are straying
into the fisherman's territory
and, as every good scientist
should know, a man should stay
in his own field.
e trout sometimes
prefer a pearl wobbler to a
it | eye, a gold to a silver spoon?
Why does a bass a mine
now one day and a frog the
Dext!

Sclence un’t answer ques-
tions like these. A fisherman

Tesearch,

the water
about to cast into a quist
pool at dusk.

he knows. Always.
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