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THE TRAP

A lesson that is truly learned,
May mean useful knowledge earn-

—Old Mother Nature

Farmer Brown came back from
the garden to the house. “'Tommy,”
said he, “if we are to have any
peas this fall I'm afraid you'll
have to shoot thal rabbit that is
visiting the garden every night.

He's eaten almost half a row
already. I suggest you take your
gun with you. and watch for him
-his evening.” There was a twinkle
‘n Farmer Brown's eyes when he
mentioned the gun.

“I don't want to shoot him,” said
Tommy. "It isn't fair.”

“In what way isn't it fair? That
s our garden. and it isn't fair
‘or him to eat it up.” said Farmer
3rown.

“He doesn't know he shoulda't”
taid T-mmy. “Those peas are just
rreen things growing, things he

jkes. He doesn't know any reason

vhy he shculdn’'t help himself,
Just as he does to clover and
rrass.”

“Just the same we've got to get
sid of thal rabbit. or else teach
aim to stay out of the garden,
vaid Farmer Brown.
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“r'll trap him,” replied Tommy.
“I'll trap him and take him away
and let him go where he won't get
into any mischief.”

So that evening, Tommy set &
ihox trap over by the peas He bait-
led it with a carrot, because he
| knew that Peter has a liking for
carrots. Anyone caught in that
kind of a trap wouldn't be hurt
{in any way. They would be
| frightened, but that is all.

That night Mistress Moon did
not begin her climb up in the dark
Esky until quite late. Peter waited.
He waited for the moonlight before
visiting Farmer Brown's garden.
Peter likes the moonlight. Mistress
Moon was shining so brightly that
1all about it was almost as light as
by day. When Peter left the dear
|0ld Briar-patch Mrs_Peter warned
|him to keep away from that gar-
!den. Peter pretended not to hear
Iher. He started off lipperty. lip-
perty, lip and headed straizit Inri
that gorden. As soon as he got
where the peas were growing. he
saw the trap Farmer Brown's Boy
had set there Most traps are hid-
den, but not a box-trap. Peter
hopped straiglr* over to it and
looked inside. In the back part
jof that trap lay a tender young|
lcarrol, It was very tempting. but
]ic wasn't tempting enough. You
!see. Peter had remembered that
| carrots were growing in another A
Lpa rt of the garden. There he might
cafe'v help himself if he pleased
\tn. Then too, Peter recognized
Ithat trap. Once upon a time he had
‘been caught In it, and once was
enough.

“Huh!" exclaimed Peter “Huh!
I'm not going to be fooled by that

thing.”
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“Huh!” -exclaimed Peter. “Huh!
I'm not going to be fooled by that
thing.”

What do you think Peter did
then? He settled right "down to
cating those tender young 'pea
plants. Isn't that what you would
have done had you been  in his
place. It seemed to him that
nothing could possibly taste better.

|So when at last he could eat no

more, that row of growing peas
was considerably shorter Yes, sir,
it was considerably shorter.

When Farmer Brown's Boy came
to look at the trap in the morn-
ing he knew at once that that trap
would never catch 'Peter Rakbit
again. 'The rascal knows this is
a trap, and he is top smart to be
caught in it,” thcught Farmer
Brown's Boy. “I don't want to shoot
him. He has just as much right
to live as I have. I simply have
to outwit him somehow.”

For the next two nights Peter
Rabbit ke2pt away from the gar-
den. He didn’t want to ke:p away,
tut the first night Reddy Fox hap-
pened around The second night
Hooty the Owl biggest member
of the Owl  family, sat and sat,
on the top of a telephone pole
near enough to Farmer Brown's
garden to keep watch of it. Per-
haps he knew that Peter had been
visiting it, and was waiting for
him. It was Peter's good luck that
he happened to see the big Owl
light on that pole. It happened
also that Farmer Brown's Boy saw
Hooty light on that telephone pole.
It gave Farmer Brown's Boy an
idea. He chuckled, and then went
back to the barn. In a cage there,
was a young Owl not auite big
enough to fly. He had fallen from
a nest, and Farmer Brown's Boy
had found him.
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Contract Bridge
By Josephine Culberteon

A SURPRISING OUTCOME

An intended sacrifice bid in the
following deal, turned out to be
sometking much more profitable.

.
South dealer.
Neither side vulnerabla
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‘The bidding:
South West North East
19 Pass 29 3ANT
Pass  Pass 49  Dble.
Pass Pass Pass
It required considerable vision

for North to bid four hearts, even
as a sacrifice, on his ten-high
holding. Moreover, there was the
question whether East could make
his thiez notrump, with prodably
only one stopper in the heart suit.
However, North had the shrewd
suspicion that East held a long,
solid club suit, and since South
had not been able to double three

notrump, the defensive potential-
ities seemed very bad. (Observe
that North was right — three

notrump would have been easy
against and defense.)

West, leading against the act-
ual heart contract, selected his
fourth-highest spade. East won and
determined to break up the clearly
impending cross-ruff, returned a
trump. Dummy's ten won and a
diamond was led toward the closed
hand. East put up the ace (he
might well have waited!) and led
another trump. Winning with the
jack, South then led a club. East
overtook his partner's ten ta
lead still & third trump, and South
of course won.

Before ruffing a club in dummy
declarer made a vital and far-

seeing play — he cashed the spade
king. Then hé ruffed a club, ruf-
fed a spade with his own last
trump, and ruffed his remaining
club. At this point West was squeez-
ed! South’s hand was being re-
duced to K-Q-8 of diamonds. Be-
fore playing to the last clud lead,
West had three diamonds to the
jack and the high aspade. What
could he discard? Not the spade,
because when dummy ruffed the
club, the spade ten would be good.
So West had to throw off a dia-
mond, and declarer won the last
three, fulfilling tricks with his
three good diamonds.

Sugar plantations are the main
fndustry on the Indian Ocean is-
lands of Mauritius and Reunion.
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