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Debate on the Board of Works and
the Road Service.

Mr. McNEi i had formerly been of opinion
that a Board of Works was necessary, be-
cause a great deal of the public money had
formerly been spent uselessly ; but the work-
ing of the Board bad not given the satisiac-
tion which the country expecied from it. It
wad, however, but & new institution, and
mizht yet be made to work so as to give becter
satisfaction. In reference to the Militia
grant, he bad always covsidered it a useless
expenditure of the public moncy, for be did
not think there was any occasion to practice
the art of wur in this country. Tte grant
for military service might be lessened by a
thousand pounds, and the money might be
employed i the purchase of a Steam Dredg-
ing muchine . which weald be a great bencfit
$o she lslano He bad endeavoured to per-
suade the late Govercment to change the
Statute Labor system aliogether, btut could
not accomplish bis wishes in relerence to 1it.
The roads at present are not made early
enough in the spring to ¢o them much good;
if the mouey were expended belore they hard-
ened, we ebould recp great benefit from it,
but at prescnt it 18 almost wasted, If the
statute lubor were ccmmuted for a small sura
of mouney, it weuld ot duce to that cesirable
objeet. W hether Read Commiesioners would
etill be peceseury, was not for him to say,
but be believed ihese (ficers did not always
prove very « flicient, and that they were not
sufficient/y remuneruted for the dutics which
they should petorm. If the Goivernment
wou'd inclit e to this alteration of our presect
voad sysicw, they should have his ready sup-
port, dor be telicved 1t would be a vast Lenefit
to the couniry.

Hon. P. “1xc1ar hoped the Government
wouid crder the prinning of the regulations
n refcrence to Siatute Labor, to be dove in
time, 80 ar» (o allow the Jubor on the publie
rouds to be dove exriier in the season. 1f the
road work were perfermed about the first of
May it would be a great advantage to the
oountry, and it was Letter to leuve the roads
a8 they weie, than to periorm the labor in
the beginning of July. Asthis is the first
year tor tie jresent Government, they say
they cannot make the necess.ry alterations;
bat he thou zht it would be just as easy now
a8 At any ther time

Mr. Rsu Ly said the hon. member for Now
London had made some pract.eal suzgestions
in reference to the time at which the road
work shoul L be parformed and was of opinion
that if the regulations were printed eaclicr,
the labor would also b2 parlormad earlier in
the seuson ; bas the hon. member was in
error, tha printing was done in  proper time.
In order to have tha sta.ate labor perlormed
earlier,the Act itse!fl would aave to be amend-

ed.

Hon. M: Pgerey eaid that the Road Act
bound parties tu have the road work done
within & certain time. To call the people
from thelr larms in th> mouth of May, would
cau-e & 8erous loss to the cuus ry ; butif bon,
members thougit the time had arcl ed to tax
the people, instead of demandinz their lubor,
the work could be dome &t any time in te
year when cequired. It was seveiely punish-
g people, ww compel them to work several
days upon the public roads every year, and
should b3 sholished,

Mr A. C.McDoxawn said that the mannér
im whien Siatule labor is at present eonducted,
is & mere shaw. A small tax of eizhteen

nce or two shillmage per head, would go
?:-lher to make good roads than the three
d-ma 0 sory labor, under the present sye-
e ; aid e < shay ze i3 :;dc in lyhe
gysiem the better for the v ye . 15
pot require much legislation to briag this
about. and it is high tima the oid system was
discarded.

Mr. M(Lzax haartily agreed with those
bun. mewbers who bhad spoken in faver of
substitutin - a tax instead of the present
Statute lubor upon our ruads; buet eighteen
pence per hend would be insufficient for the

urpose required.  The sum for which statute

abor may ngw be commuted is three shillings,
aud that sum is sufficiently smull, In refer-
ence to the Board of Works, he was quie
sure it wes Dot giving as much salisfaction as
was expe ted. 1t was hard tnat petitions fiom
the differenr sections of the eountry, asking for

granis of money for dff:rent publie works,
could not be brought befoie the House, in
order thas a fiee vote might be given upon
them. ‘lhese matters were lelt altoseiner
with the Bourd of Woiks, to do just as they
thought proper, while the representatives of
the pecp @ eould do litile or nothing for their
districts in reference (0 muliers under the
coptiol o thut Beard. The Board of Woiks
sheuld not be altogether composed of meme-

'

bers of 1t/ e Executive Counel!
Mr, Lexn thuaghtat would be a step in
the rgbt duection to re-medel our roud
sys'em & ege.lier. It would be better for
all [-lrii 3 to pay & ressonable tax than to
spend %o wuch valuzble time upon the pab-
lic 10ads, when 8o |1 tle labor was perfori-
ed. 1t was ackunowledged on all sides thay
the time speut in perlorwing Siatute labor
at present was ueurly wasted, and that wo
go d res ted from it, In Lot 48—which
was a part of the District b represented —
there wore ahout eighty Volunteers, who
were ex-cmpted frcm  perforomsg  Statute
labor, aud when that number was deduered,
there were not macy persone left who were
liable to perform 1oad work, At DBrackley
Poiat there were forty more who belong.d
Lo the Cavalry Cowpanies, aad those ulso
were ex:mpted, Lf, therefore, Dia‘ute la-
bor depe ded upon those men for its perform.
ance, it would be left undone It was
high tim:: the 0 d syst:m was d.scarded, aud
a new and better one substituted
lov., M. CaLiBecE quite agrecd with
the remarks of the bica, member lor the
City in reference to the propriety of perforn
ing Starute labor earlier in the season, for
roads thut bad been properly made in spring
had always been found to be far better than
those msde aftes they bad thoreughly bard-
ened. It the sal is shrown upod the roads
immediite'y afies the frost leaves the ground,
it will uihere, but not alter the road bard-
ens. |t had always been found that 1f the
gtreets were not put in good repair m the
gpring, 1t was worse than useless to do s0 at
auy otber time. M-, Bagnall, aa overseer
iu bis distrier,had called out his men to per-
form their Statute lubor early iu the spring,
and although it was eontrary to the Act,
that geutleman said be was so thoroughly
conviucd of the advantage of performing
the wosk at that season, that be would rcn
the risk of the cvusequences, A much less
sum thio the price of three aays’ labor
would suffice to make good roads, if the
work were performed at the proper season.
Io many districts not a whole day’s labor
was perlormed, and yet the work was not
one properly. He was quite aware that
ouch & chaoge could mot be brought about

without having the matter well yentilated,
In h's late canvass throogh his district he
brought the matter up, and found that the
majority of the farmers were in favor of the
changy They were «!so in favor of abolish-
ing the labor system, and putting on a tax
instead.

Me. MoMiutaN said that it appeared
strange to him that overseers cou'd not get
three shillings worth of work done by each
man working three days upon the roads,
He thought it surprising that any overseer
oould make bis affidavit that his men bad
worked three days and done the amount of
labor required by 'aw, and yet did not get
three shillings worth of labor from each
man under his charge, He would like to
see the present system changed for a tax,
which, however, should not be less than
three shillings per man, The Commissioner
shou!d also have his work performed earlier;
for, unless done in the spring, it was of no
use whatever,  [He thought the work mght
be done early in the season without iuter-
fering with farming ocevpations, if 8 tax
were levied instead of the present Statute
labor.

Hon D. Davies said it was strange if an
overseer ¢ uld not get hLis men to perform
three shillings worth of work in three day?,
for a man could earn five shillings per day
in working for other persous at oiher em-
ployments, 1f the roads were repared in
the month of M.y, we should have good
travelling; but at present the labor wes per-
formed entirely too late in the season, If
the Statu‘e labor now performed were com-
muted for a reasonable tax, the lubor cou'd
be done earlier, and the money expended
would enable poor peop'e to proeure seed
grain.  The Legislature was some'imes
called upon to grsut sums of money to assist
the poorer class of furmers for that purpose,
aud money expended upon the roads early
in the sprivg might render them the neces-
sary assistance,

Hoo. Mr Peary said the reason Statu'e
labor was vot performed earlier in the sca-
son was, perhaps, that ihe publication of
the Parliamentary Debates was not com-
p'eted till ubout the first of July, and the
farmers gen-rally fiui-hed their perusal be-
fore proceeding with the road work.  Kvery
road overseer had an cffize, and reccived the
pspers contaiuiog those debates, and it took
a long time to read them, for they were 10
lorg, lle saw an item for the saliry ef tn
additional assistant in the Post Office, and
would like to kvow why a thiid assistant
was required in that cffice.

Hon Mr. OweN said that it hal boen
for.erly found necesssry, when the mails
arrived to close the cflie for an hour, for
waut ol an additional b:od. B sides this,
the cfficers cculd pot attend to the sale of
postage stamps wod perform the duties per-
taining to the (ffice at the same 1ime,
Those stomps had previously been sold at
d:ff rent stares in the town, but it had heen
found neeessary to sell them at the office,
The cflice bad former.y been opened at eight
o’clock, a. m., and closed at eight o’clock,
p- m., but it is now open st -even o’clock,
a. m,, and closed at nine o’clock, p. m.,
There was, therefere, a necessity to em-
ploy an additional elerk to perform the du-
ties of the office properly aud satisfactorily.

How Leaver c¢¥ Toe GovegNMeNT said
that all agreed that cur present road system
was Dot woirking satisfactorily, and that
theie was great veed of a chunge, He bad

the bonor'to Wenpy th orition of Chair-
man of the Board ofe“Poms P aiia af

opinion that it was not coastituted as it
sbou!d be, The subdivisicn of money for
the road service between both the members
of the House and the Board cf Works did
vot work well A sum of money was voicd
by the House, to be distributed by the
Board of Works; but the fact was, that
bon. members, knowing there wae a sum in
the hauds of the Board, tzke good care to
get as much as they possibly can—cach for
his own dis'rics. The Board contivually
received applications for large sums from
a!l parts of the country, and 1t was a hard
matier to decide which work was most im-
periant to be doce, for there was not suffi-
cicnt to satisly all. Lf a bridge broke
down, the Boarl were ob'igzed to at-
teod to it imuwediately; but it the money
in their bands were all expended upon the
roads, they wou!d not be 1o a pisition to
mcet 8 case of emergency, The large
pumber of petitions received i3 ful’y con-
sidered by them, but as there is only a
limitzd sum placed in their hands, they are
compelled to keep the grea er part of it for
conting-neies, It cannot, therefore, be ex-
pected that the Board could give satisfac
tion as it at preseut stands. The who'e
road service and public works in the eour-
try should b2 placed in their bands, in or-
der to wake it work satisfactorily. Tais
was not the proper time to discuss the
amount of eommutation money whica should
be paid inscead of the present Statute la-
bor. The amouant psid the Rosd C.wmis-
sioners for their services was ridicalous.
1t was well kuown they could not perform
their duties properly for that small sun.
The present sysien of performing Siatute
labor was not fair to the poor wan, who has
to work hie three days upon the roads;
but if the lubor were commu.ed for thy pay-
ment of a few shiilings, he wounld huve an
opportuaity of getting his money back agaio
by taking a contract ior the repairing of &
piece of roud, aud thus place himseif in a
batter position than at present, e had
just received a letter frow an old friend in
tae Country, in reference to this very thing,
whose views were in accordance with these
just advanced by biwself. The commuta-
tion mouey should be nine shilliegs per
besd, or three shilling per day ; the small
amount of three shil ings was siwpiy arsurd.
In another year (he whole matter wou'd be
taken up, and made to work more satisfac-
torily than at present.  Adthouga he was a
member of the B ard, be did not at all ap-
prove of the working of it. Because it was
necessary to have ons from eich County, be
considerad it his duty to take the position
and do the best he eould wnder present oir-
cumstances. He thought it would be well for
both sides of the House to consider the mat-
ter well before another Session, and devi;e
some better means of laying out the public
mooej Dext year, - U,

[lon. Mr. Owex moved that the sum of
£5,000 be granted for the general service
of roads and bridges for the present year,
to be apportioued as follows, vié : —

1640

Queen’s County,
King’s “ 1:80
Prince " 1480
Road Compensation, 100
Contingent « xpenzes, to be equally di-
vided between the three Coun-
tics, 300
£5000

The resolution gave £50 each to King’s and
Prince Counties more than last year,

Hon. Mr. Perry.—Prince County re-
quired extensive repairs to several bridges,
and if the cost of such repairs were taken
out of the road grant, it would be impossible
to keep the roads in a proper state.
Queen’s (County had always received more
of the public money than the two others,
and it had the additiona) zdvantage of its
local wan's being readily brought to the
notice of the Government, while the require-
meunts of the other Counties had to be sig-
vified tbrough the post cffice, and consc-
quently they did not receve the same
prowpt attention as those of Queen’s,

Mr. McLean —King’s County required
more than the additional £ 0 apportioned
by the resolution, The Statute labor in
that County was of little importance.
Many of ihe roads amd bridges were almost
impassable.

Hon. Mr, Kreiry.—The members for
Queen’s County had the best right to com-
pluin.  The truffic on its roads was far in
excess of that in the other Counties, and it
should reccive at least the same amount as
last year >

Mr. Beer,—Ino the Third District of
Quecw’s County there were no macadam.
ized roads, although the traffic «f roads was
used for the traffic from Souris, Georgetown,
and other pars of Kiog’s County, passed
throuzh the district,

Hon. Mr. CariBeck agreed with hon, Mr.
Kelly that the represeutatives of Queeu’s
County shou'd not allow the resoluiion to
pass without cbjection. A great portion of
the trade of (he lsland centred in the
Capital, The population of Queen’s Ceun-
ty was equal to that of Priuce and Kiog’s
e >mbined, ard the wear and tear of the
roads were proporiionate, Queen’s was en-
titled to the lion’s share of the appropria~
tion. if the division were based on popula.
ton. The bou member for the Third
Dstriet of Queen’s Connty (Mr. Beer)
complaived of the situation of his Dis'riet,
but he thould remember tha’ the steamer
on the Kast River to k cff considerable of
the tr.fiic from the roads in that Distriet ;
and he would find that a large portion of
tie travel fiom Rustico and the adjoining
se tlements passed through the Secoud Dis-
triet.

tion. Mr, SiNcrLatr hoped the Govern-
ment would treat Queen’s County with more
liberality. That Couaty contained one
half the popu'ation of the lsland, and it wus
but reasonable 1o suppose that the travel
over i's roads was a third or a fourtk more
than that of ti e other Cuunties,

Mr. A, C. McDenawo —King’s County
bad not a lair share 1n proportion tv the
pumber of wiles of ro:ds 10 it. It was cut
up by rivers, and there was a great number
ol cross-roads, which were in a very bad
state, and would require a considcrable
amount to make them passable. Many of
those roads, after having been cpened out,
had been allowed to becowme overgrown, and
in the epring it was, in many inswnces, im-
peesible to get to warket,

Mr. CamegoN.— Queen’s County required
mare than was prosided by the resolution,

here was 00 Guubs «hut the otter Counties
required more than was provided for them,
but the grant proposed fr Qucen’s County
was eotirely too small. le would ratber
iucrease than dimivish the grant; bat he
was not aware that the state of the fiuances
would warrant it. The suggestion to
abolish Statute labar was worthy of con-
sideration. It would be advantageous if
the repairs on the roads were performed
earlier in the season,

Mr. McMicvay had no objection to
Queen’s County recciving a fair share of
the road money; but the soi! of that Coun-
ty was of a qialhity better for roads than
that of Frince County, huving less of low-
lying, swampy land. If any one woud
tiavel from Kast Point to North Cape, he
wounld be atisfied which parts of the lsland
reqaired most money fur their roads. Some
hou. members had argued that the greater
population of Queen’s County entitled it to
the lion’s ehare of the road money, but he
had always supposed that the greater the
pumber of the populution was, the greater
would be the amonnt of commutation money,
Trere bad been some little macadamizing
donein Piince Coduty, aud ke hoped to see
more performed, Quecn’s Couzty always
bad liberal appropriations. When any
public meuey is required for Queen’s Coun-
ty, it ean be easily obtaived; and as the
finances we-e sufficient to enuble the Gov-
ernment to build a railway, he hoped they
would give liberally to Prince County, In
case of an sceident to a bridze in Queen’s
County, the Board of Works attended to it
at once. The case was, however, very dif-
ferent with the other Counties,

Hon. Mr. Sixcname wished to ask the
hon. member if he would be wiking to de-
duct from the road appropriation for Suwm-
merside and iucrease the amount at present
given to the w Iderness tracts 1n the west-
crn section of Prince Conaty? It was un-
fair to take from Queen’s County and io-
crease the grants to the others. Govern.
ment should have given £5.0 more than
they bave

Hoo. Mr, Wicnruan, —Montague bridge
was scarcely safe. £1 00v would probably
be rcquired to put it into a proper con-
dition, That sum cou!d not be taken from
the road money, It shoud be referred to
the Board of Works, All importaut public
works should be under the macagement of
that Board. As the amount of the apprc-
priation for the road scrvice had been
settled by Government, they must, he sup-

sed, be content.

Mr. Howar —In the vicinity of shipping
places, the roads required to be macudawm-
1zed. He bad expected a larger appropri-
ation, and hoped that the Government
wou'd yet see the propriety of giving it.

Mr, McNriLn—The amount of popula~
tion afforded po argument for inereased ap-~
propriation for this service, but the extent
and nature of the trfie to which the roads
were subjected, There was more travelling
on the roads in the Second Distriob of

Queen’s County, than in any other part of
the leland. It was diffisu’t to keep up the
roads in that district. He had expected
that as the revenue had incressed the apprc-
priation for Roads end Bridges would be
larger, Such a course would be only re-
turniog part of the taxes to thoss who paid
them,

Mr. Hoorer—King’s County had not
had a fair share of road money for the last
four years. e was glad that there was 2
small improvement this Ses.ion He would
not ohject to Queen’s County getting a lictle
more than the others, il it were expended
more generally over the County, where re-
quired,  For iostance, Mount S ewart
Bridge was an important shipping-place,
and the roads in its neighborho-d were in a
very bad condition. The roads from Mount
Stewart to the County line, at Saint An-
drew’s, is the worst to be found betwecn
Charlottetown and Sourie. King’s Couaty
being short and wide, the people had gene-
rally to travel to places of shipmeot a
greater distunce thaz those of tho o her
Counties, Tue people of St Petei’s were
uader the necessity, on account of the state
of the harbor, to carry ther produce to
warket at M.uot S ewart Cardigan Bridge,
or Grand River. The Road from t ¢ head
of St. Peter’s Bay to Cardigan Bridge, was
1o a very bad siate, and wis much in need
of being wacadamised. Some of the
{Qrmers oo the North Side, had 10 trave a
Cistance of twenty wiles to market,

The reso’'ution was agreed to, and Pro-
gress reported,

Hon. D. Davies preseoted a petition of
A'exauder Biown, Artemas Lord, and
o hers, praying the establ shment of an ud-
ditional Batk 1a Charlottetown. Ref rred
to special Commirtee of Hon. D Davice,
Mr. Lefurgy, aud lion. P, Siuclair,

Weonespay, March 15th,
Hoo. the Speaker iu the Chair,
Hon. Attorney Geuoeral presented a pe-
titon from the Trustees of the Union Bank,
which was ordered 1o lie on the table,

On wotion of the Hon, Attorney General,
the House reso!ved itself into a Committee
ot the whole House. on the Bill intituled
an Act to amend the Aot relating to

Vaccination.
M- Ricbards in the Chair,

Hon LeAper oF e Goversme T said
88 the Bull bad been so fully discussed yes-
terday, be thought he might be excused
from making any extended remark; there-
on. The Bill having beea read olause by
claus>, the House resumed, when the Chair-
wan reported the Bill agreed to without eny
amendment, when, 0n moiion, it was order-
ed to be engrorsed.

Hon. D. Davies presented a petition
from certain Taverno keepers in Charlotte-
town, prayiog for an alteration in the
Li~evse Law, which was, on n otion of the
hon wewmber. referred to the Committee of
the whole House, on the Act relating to

Tavern Licenses.

Mr. Richards in the chair.

Hoon. ATrorNey GevEraL said it was de-
sirable that the several Aects should be con-
rolidated, and rendered more intelligibe.
The Law, as it then stood, placed the power
of granting Tavers Licenses in the country,
in the hands of the people in the respective
School Distriets, and provided that but two
pubiic meetings should be beld in any dis-
trict for that purpose in any one year. The
practice bad been, in some districts. toallow.
two meetiugs to be be'd for cath class of
Licenses. Last Septemoer a dispate arose
respeting that interpretation of the Law
and he (Hon. Attoruey Gen:ral) was con~
sulted.  On looking at the Act carefully,
he came to the conclusion that but two
meetings in all, could be held in a 1y school
district for any one year, whick it was
thought was too stringent, and it wag, by the
Biil under consideration, propased to allow
two meetings for Stoie Lizenses, and the
sawe for Taverns, to be held in any school
:.11.\ rict requrivg them in any coe year,
The petition whieh had been sunmitted by
bis hon. colieague, had reference 1o the Act
of 33id Vie, cap. 9, which probibited L cer-
sed Taveru-keep rs from selling to, or al-
lowiog spirituous ligiors, to be drack by
minor8 on the prem ses, aud when that
Section would be read, it would be for that
bou. Commitiee 10 covsider what Jdecisions
it would come to on that point,  An appli-
caton bad recentiy been wade to the Gov-
ernment by a party, lor the renewa! of a
Licence which had beca canceiled by the
Grand Jury, but he (Hon, Att'y General)
came 10 the conclusion that the Govern-
ment ought not to interfere, because the Act
ssil: “The Grand Jury shail be, and they
are bereby ewpowered to suspend,or w olly
to annul and wake void the Lacense of any
retailer of spirituous liquors, in like manner
a3 Juatices of the Peace are empowered to
do by this Act; and voright of appeal from
aoy judgmeot or order of the Graond Jury,
shall be granted or allowed.”” [HHad toe
License in the case to which he referrel
beeu suspended, the Government might bave
considered the application, but it had been

_canecelied,

Hon, “Mr. Howray said whether they
wished it or wot, the fact was that much
liquor was drank in the coaotry. Peopls
wou'd have i, and they were not there to
say what they were or were nct to driuk,
Toe Government were empowered and com-
mandel to collect a revente from spirituous
liquors, and it appeared to him that they
bad then (o <o with one of two things:
either to prohibit its sale altogether, or to
extend and simplify the law relating to its
sale. In all parts of the conatry, percons
were continally being fiued for seliing spirit-
tuous liguors coutiary to Law. la other
places, those who make due preparation for
its sale according to Law, fiud it impossible
to obtain a License, while others, when not
expecting it, have, for the same reason, to
close their bouses. ln some instances, the
power was, to a grect extent, in the hands
of one or two Magistrates, who from oppe-
sition to the traffic, or prejudice to the ind:-
vidual, withheld their sigoatures from the
necessary certificate. The Law should al-
low any two of the four nearest Magistrates
to sign these certificates, He was pleased
to hear the learucd Attorney General say
that he proposed to allo two meetings in
in each sebool district, to be beld in a year
for each class of Licenses, He was eatire-
ly opposed 1o tbrowing (00 masy restriotions

in the way of the business. Muke the Law
as etrict against gambling. selling to those
whom they ought not, and all such impro-
prieties, ss they thought was required ; but
80 long as the Legislature legalised the
busiuess, its prosecution by those who en-
gaged in its sale, should not be surrounded
with barriers which amounted almost to a pre-
hibition of the cale of spirituous liquors a!-
tozether. The act of last Session respecting
miaors was, he believed, often used for pur-
poses of revenge, and was liable 10 be used
unfairly to the prejudice of the Licensed
Taveru-keepers.

Hon. Mr. CautBeex was glad the Hon. and
Loarned Attoiney General had undertaken
the consolidation of the License Laws, and
hoped they wou!d be simplified as much as
possible. He did not doubt bat that ex-
tremes were sometimes resorted to by parties
on both sides, in carrying out the law. With
respeei to the petition of the Tavern-keepers,
presented ty the Hon. member for Charlotte«
town he (Hon, Mr Calibec’) believed 1t was
necess Ty to have a law to pirevent spirituous
1 g iors trom being sold to minors. A man,in
8 'oe instances, might be nmposed upon by a
mipor representing himeelf older than he wus,
but no Magistrate would impose a fioe if such
was made plan to bhim.

Hon. Mr. Howran thought the Statute was
imperative, and thatif 1t couid be shown that
a lavern keeper had violated tbe Law by
seiling to those he ought not, or refused those
unto whom he was sliowed to seil, that be
could be tned.

Hon. D. Davigs thought the legislation of
the last eight years had not imgrovea the
Tavern License Laws. lle agreed wth the
Hon. mewber for Alberton, that it the traffic
was legalised by Statute, it shou.d not be
surrounded with too many dificulties. Too
stringert & Law had the effect of increasing
illicit seliing which had a worse eficet upon
society than Locensed Taverns. ‘Inose en-
gaged 1n the busiuess, say 1¢ was difficult 10
telt who wae, or was not a minor, on wany
vcessious, and that they may bave their
Liceuse , in this way, suspe.d=d for an it=
fraction of the law, which was wost disasirous
to their businers. It was not fair to legalise
a business, ard then to hamper it with re-
scriciions whieh might be rumnous to a man
who bad made dve preparation lor carrying
it om, >

Hon, Mr. Perey did uot doubt but that
those engaged in the selling of spirituous
liguors as Tavern-kcepers, found thewr busi-
ness som :what hampered by the legal restrie-
tions paced around them. But 18 was
annoying aleo for parents, guardiavs, aud
masiers, to have their chadren or servants
going 1o Taverns aud spendiug their time
a d money there, without their ko wledge or
consent. He (Hon. Mr. P rry) believed that
it could be rewedied by providing that, when
parents or gaurdians did not wsh hquor to
be sold to any one under thzir coarge, that
they should eerve a notice in writing upon
the Tavern-keeper, who, it he violated the
rcquirement it 1ovolved, stould then be sub-
ject 10 all the pe-aities tue Law imposed.

Mr. CaMERON thougzht the grievance com-
plained of on the part of Tuvern-keepers, was
nct well founded, for it was to him quite ¢lear
thut if & Tavern-keeper evld liquor by mise
take to & minor 1n one case, and iefused iv to
another, under th? impression that he was
younger thau be supposed, 1n either case, no
Magisirate or Court would unpose a fine
upou him. Instead of altering the law re-
lating ta minors, provision shouid be madeto
extend it to stores where |l quors were sold, ue
well a8 10 licensed Taverns, Young men were
in the habit ot colect ng et such p.aces, where
they often contracted habits ihac were very
injurious. [t auy difficulties arose in Char-
loutet ‘wn about eelling liquor to minors, who
went on an errand uiter it, he thouzht, as they
had 8o many Licensed Taverns in the City, 1t
would be guite easy for any man who wished
to have any, to go tor it hwself. Strict as
they mizht euppose the Law to be, 1t was
¢'ear it was frequently violated. If any al-
teration. was to be mn.de, 1t should ce to
make 1t more stringent.:

Hon. D. Davies beheved that many evasions
of tbe Law took place, wnd if the Act was
made more stringent, these would increuse.
People in this country, a: a general rulz, did
not care to become 1nformers, and w8 regard-
ed mipors, those in the business were fre-
quently at & loss to know what to do
respecting them. He knew a respectable
house that bad been closad on that account,
the proprietor hav.ng bad his Licensa sus-
pended.

Mr. MeMintaN saw no diffialty in the
matcer, 1 a pareat or other pers.n wished
to cbtain liquor, and sent a mioor after it,
they bad but 1o se d an order, or note. e
thought the Taivern-keepers knew their po-
sition quite well and that it wae seldom they
had any doubtu; ontheir mind s io whothey
ghou d, or shouid not sell iquor to. If Ma-
gistrates did their duty properly, he thought
tuere would nut be as many Licensed Taverns
in ®ome placee as there were, lor he kuew
where thote were parties who hud obiained
lizenses to 8+l spirituous liquors and opes a

[iwvern, whose houses and stabies did not
come up to what tne law required. It was
not fa:r to p!ac: 80 muny restrictions upon
the Tavern keeper, and none upon the man
who uvbtained-a Store License. In the latter
places people frequent y got drunk, and then
went and annoyed the Tavern-keeper. He
would ylaca more restrictions around the
Store Licenses than ticre were at pressnt,

Hon. Mr. Wicuras~ said the Act under
discussion reqnired a good deal of considsra-
tion. It was one that affacted the interests
of the people of the whole Island. The Law
was, on some points, d ficult to undarstand,
and etood much in ueed of being simplified,
It was also cumbrous and bard to compre.
hend. The seztion requiring a two-third
m jority of a School District to obtain a
Tavern Locense was, he thought, unfawr, A
few wight form a prejudice against an appli-
cant, aod thus prevent him from obiaining
the number required. As was said by the
hon. member for Alberton, if the traffic was
to be lagalisad, surround it with all necessary
en‘ezuards required;: but, while they a low-
ed those persons having or obtainins licenses,
to edntinue to sell; 80 lonz as they contioued
to hava the necessary accommodation, les
them not be annoyed in the prosecation of
business, with cambrous Statutes 8o diffizuls
to understand. The Aes of last Session was
the most diffizult for a licens:d Tavern.
keeper to obs:rve. Under its provision it was
easy for an evil-disposed pzrson to annoy and
impose upon any man who kept a Liconsed
Tavern, Althoagh those men are fol owing
a legalised calling, yet the Law baopered
them in carrying on their business, Those,
and other complaints agaipst the Law were
generally made, and it was the duty of that
hon. Committee wisely to considar them, nnd
to simplify the Law, so thit while such
guarantees as society may require may b
embodied in the Act, yet to see that no un-
nec:esary obstructions were thrown in the
way of those who engaged in that business.

Mr. Caxeron thought that if a Tavern-
keeper old epirituous liquors to a minor, not
knowing he wasone, he would not be fined in
sy Court, The complaints made against
Taveru-keepers for eelling to minors, did not
relate 8> much to persons as old as tweuty
years, but to those between the ages of twelve
and sixteen, He thought that no person who
100k @ right view of the matter, would object
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to the Act prohibiting the sale of spirituons
liquors to minore.

Hon, Mr, Howrax thought if a Tavern-
keeper sold liquor to a minor, under any
circumstances, he did soat his peril. and thas,
a8 the Law read, the Court before whom he
would be arraigned would have to fine hm.

Houn, ArrorNsy GEserav said a Tavern.
keeper would not be held as having violated
the law, unless he 8old 10 minors with a view
tothe liquor being consumed upon his premi-
ses. And, in doubttul cases, where he might,
in 1goorancs of the age of the applicant for
liquor, s:ll to a minor, it woull bave ta be
shown that he did so knowing he was a
minor.

Hon. Mr. Perry.—How cou!d that be
proved ?

Hon. Arroryey Geseran.—Much, of
courss,would bave to be l=(t to the discretion
of the Court. which would draw a conclusion
from the minor’'s appearance, and other cir-
cumstances,

Hon. Mr. Howran thought, where the
head of a family became a coufirmed  rank-
ard, some provision should be maie by law,
whereby his wife, children. or friends, might
step 1n and prevent him /r m bringing them
all to ruin. It was true they mignt, as the
law then stood, notily a Tavern keeper not to
821l higaor to hum but they had no legal
means of preventing him from obiaining 29
much as he choosz in other ways. It appeared
always (o him w8 a burdship t atthe wife and
ca:ldien of such wen had no legal remedy by
which they could secure themese ves from im-
pending poverty in such cases. He thought
such men should be treated as luraties,wh.ch,
1D ope sense, he consicered they were,

Hon. D. D.vies admitted that there was
mich good reason in the remarksof the Hor,
member for Albeiton, tu: to meet tie views
of tie hon. member, u separate bill wosld
have to be intruduced. Nor did he know if
such a Bill could weli by brought 1n, inag-
wuck as it woud be auterfering with that
personal freed m which was the inalienable
right of every British subjoct. He bad no
hestation however in saying tiat he beliow
ed such wen were even wor.e than [unatice,
With respect to Store Lie-nses, he thought
they shouid not be gran.ed tor se Lingin less
qaantities than & quare  Muking ibe law 10
8116, would but def-at the end 12 was intend-
ed to subserve. Nordid he deem it pecessary
t) imposs the sam: regulations for obtaining
& Store License wricy were required tor &
Tavern. leo the former he d d not know that
il was really necessury to cull & pubiic meete
ing 10 cbtain th: vore cf the people, while in
the latter, & mujority ef a Scuool D strict
soould be sufficient 10 suy whether a Tavern
was reqaired or not

Mr. MeNgiie w.u'd impose as siringent
regulations respecting Store Lic nces a8 he
wouid for Taverns, He was aware of the
pern'cious influence which such had upon the
you h in sowe places, aud thoughe, while the
Liberty of the subj-ct should not be tco
hastily intertered with, yet, as in the sale
ard use ol spirituous liquors there was wuch
thas led to ruin and madoess, 118 trade should
be regulsted by law, 1n accordance with the
weil-keown resuits of the treffic.

Hon. Arrouns ¥ Grn. rar said, as he had
no wish to press the Ei | turougn in the ab.
scnce of hon. members who were not present,
he would move that t e Speaker should take
tha Chair, report progress, and stk leave to
Sit agan. A

Hcuse resumed, pogress was reported, and
leave granied accordi.gly.

Tin for Manufacturing Purposes.

Hon. D. Davies presentcd a petition from
Jolin Carins and otuers praying that a draw-
back weuld be allowed vn all tin imported
into the Colony, which was manuviactured
into caps for preserved fish, and re-shipped
from the Island. Iu doing 80, be rewarked
that a duty upon any article used in the
country for munufacturing purposes, was, he
thouglit, & wrong policy, aud merited the
cons.deration of that hon, House.

The petition was received, aud ordered to
lie upon the table.

House adjourned until 3 o’clock, G.

AFTERNOON SESSION.
Spirituous Ligour Bil'.

House 1o Commuttee ot the whole, to eone
sider the Bill to consolidate end amend the
several laws regulating tue sale by L:cense of
Spirtuous Liquors:

Mr. Richaids in the Chair,

'1(;!:0 clause relating to Store License wae
r:ad.

Hon. At )RNEY GENERAL was of opinion
that as licensed Taverue were re:tricted in
80 many d.flzrent waye, a large quantity wae
purchused at the stores, which retailed
liqguors by piut license. It should be con-
sidered by the Committee whether the store
License suould not be more restrieted than as
present. He thought it should, and there-
fure moved that the quantiy of liquor re-
tailed 1n stores, be not iess thun one quart,

Hon. Mr. UweN thought that it Lue pint
license were sabsiituted 0y the quart license,
the eost of the license shou!d be leszened.

Hon. Mr. Perey bad been Loping to see
the pint license abolisbed altogether, for it
wes the causs of a great deul of harm to the
country, and produciive of no good whatever,
1t was weil known that the license law was
was very deficicnt 10 many respzcis ; for the
taverns were very much resiricted, while the
stores licensed to sell by the pint were scarce-
1/ resteicted at all.

Mr. A, C. McD.xawp said that there were
many siroog objections to be urg:d against
stores being licconsed to sell hquors by the
pist. He believea there was more drunken-
ness cuused by it, than ty the ordinary
tavern licenss, Several youny men often
clubbed together and purchased a quantity of
liguor, ani, a3 it could bs pu:chased more
cheaply tian in publie houses, they could the
more easily get intoxicated. Tuere would,
in bis opmion, b2 less objection to quars
liceoses il the law w:re proyerly entorced ;
but stores licensel 1o sell by tie pint evaded
tha law as it now atands. T'he cost of license
is not at all too lar ze, and should not be re~
duc»\d

tlon. P. SiNcrair said there wasa great
amouant of evil done through allowing stures
to seil by the pint, for very young lads could
club togethersnd purchase itut anytime, while
they could no: do 8o in taverns, Uur pre-
gent pint license was pot at all required, for
it was productive of no good. He would not
favor the low ring of the prics of a licanse,
for it was sufficiently snali. Ha bad no ob-
jestion to the am:ndmest submitted by the
bon. Attcroey Generul.

Hon. Mr. Howray could not see the foree
of the arguments advanced by those hon.
members who bad justspoken in reference to
pint license for :torer If a member of a
poor man’s family became ill, und required a
pint of sherry wine, he would not be able to
procure it, if the amendment which had been
eubmitted were carried out.  As poor people
did not keep wines or liquors on hand, they
would not be able to procure them except 1n
larze qaotities which they d.d not require,
aud could not afford to purchase, If s poor
man’s friend visits him, and the man wants
a pint of liquor of any kind in order ‘o treat
bim, he wou!d be compelled to purchase s
quart, which was double the quantity be re.
quired. He (Hon. Mr. H.) koew certain
cases where Sone of Temperance have been
under the necessity of send:ng 10 a shop fora
pint of wine, The quart system would pot,
in his opinion, make people any more tem-
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