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PELARTIL

28 L.A.A. Regiment

- Worthy Suceessor To

‘Traditions Of Past

Change of command for Prince Edward Island’s oldest military
formation, the redesignated 28th Light Anti-Aircraft Regt., RCA (RF),
was anpounced recently by Major-General H, W. Foster, chief of the
Army's Fastern Command, marking another turning point in the dis-
tinguished record of Island Artillery units and invalving:

Retirement of Lt.-Col. G. G. K.. Peake, D.S.0,, ED,, 'to the supple~
mentary reserve of officers after nearly twenty-six years service with
active and reserve artillery forces of the Canadian Army.

Promotion of Major H. G, Williams, former second-in-command, to
ihe rank ‘of Lt.-Colonel and appointment‘u,qommnndinx officer,

General Foster said it was with
“very great regret” the application
of Col. Peake for retirement had
been accepted. He declared -Col.

Peake was-+one of Canada's,k “most:

versatile and aggressive avpt.-air-
craft regimental commanders” and
that in the past four years he had
organized and trained the present
unit “to & very high standard.”
Regimental change of command
for the Island’s remaining peace-
time artillery unit marked another
milestone along a fifty year trail
of Canada’s most famed “gunner
producing” province. Since ‘the turn
of the century, artjllery batteries
from Prince Edward Island have
gathered empire competitive lau-
rels in peacctime competition and

| former

units, "

Other officers who have contrib-
uted much to the growth of artil-
lery batterles across the province
in peace and war include:

Major the Hon. A, W. Malheson.
Provincial Minister of Health and
commander of the 8th
Medium Battery.

Major G. W. Cralg ED, of the
Department of Transport, former
commander of the 2nd ‘Medium
Battery.

Major D. L. Mathieson ED, of |,

the finm of Bell & Mathieson, for-
mer second-in-command of the
post-war artillery Regt.

Major D. F. Tierney, long active
with artillery umits and now serv-
ing as secretary-treasurer to the
time Regimental Association.

battle honors and dations
abroad in two world wars,

Former C.0.s

Many of the Island's most laud-
ed citizens in varled fields of en-
deavor have served with its artil-
lery units. Three former com-
manding officers of the unit now
relinquished by Col. Peake are still
living in Charlottetown and taking
an active interest in the growth of
the 28th, They are:

Lt.~Col. D. A. MacKinnon, DSO.
CdeG. VD, at 74 years of age still
an inveteratc harness racer and
one of the Island’s most noted
soldfers, horsemen and athletes;

Lt.-Col. P. W. MacNevin, DOM
ED, for 46 years a railway master
mechanic, an outstanding soldier
who served with distinction as a
gunner in the ranks = during the
First World War;

Lt~Col, P. S. Fielding, MM EDL,
present deputy Minister of Health
for the province and a soldier who
saw active duty in two world wars.

"'Col. MacKinnon recalls that at
the turn of the century he “lined
up with the two batteries then

organized here as a powder
morkey.” His main  contribution

at that time, he says, was in th=
athletic capacity of Maritime
champion mile runner for thre»
vears an addition needed by the
2nd Battery to meet Xkeen sport
competition from mainland units,

Active physically and keen ment.-
ally despite his years, Col. Mac-
Kinnon unfolded many stories sup-~
ported by a thick volume of old

‘mewspaper clippings of Island Bat-

teries winning Canadfan and Em-
pire efficlency and gunnery com-
petitiors at home and abroad be-
tore the First World War. “Com-
petition among  artillery units
everywhere became so = acute” he
sald, “that every means at one's
disposal, orthodox, semi-legal or
not, was employed to attain vic-
tory.”

Col. MacKinnon recalls format-
lon of four coast deferce batteries

Another f ding of-
ficer of the regiment, the late Lt.-
Col. J. P. Hooper, MC, died only
recently after a long and active
association with  Island Artillery

'

and organizati of a school of
Artillery on the.Island in 1904,
Competition among the batteries
in the field of appearance as we'l

s gunmery abllity was so acute,

Wales College and served with the

tral Airways.

RETIRING COMMANDER AND SUCOESSOR—Lt.-Col. H. G. Willlams,
left, is shown here with Lt-Col. G, G. K, Peake, DSO, ED, whom he
now succeeds as commanding officer of the 28th LAA Regt, RCA (RF).
A veteran of five years overseas service with RCA units throughout
the Second World War, Col. Willtams takes over the regiment from
the position of second-in-command.

the new commanding officer, Col. Williams took his regiment to camp
this year at Picton, Ont, by big skyway transport of Maritime Cen-
They returned last Saturday.—(Canadian Army Photo).

He is a graduate of Prince of
NPAM prior to the recent war. As

he says, that one battery spent a
considerable sum of money import-
ing heavy gold-braided full-dress
uniforms = complete with  swords
from England, .

Later, in 1906, three heavy bat-
teries were organized with 4.7 inch
gurs such as were used in the
South African war.

2nd and 8th Siege

The advent of the First World
War saw formation of the 2nd and
8th Siege Batterles from the Is-
land, both of which saw service
averseas. The late Lt.-Col. A.G.
Peake, father of retiring Lt. -Col.
G.G.K. Peake, took the 2nd Siege
Battery to England and returned
to Canada to organize and take to
France the Bth Heavy'  Battery.
Both units fought with distinction

FIFTY YEARS OF ISLAND GUNNERS — Former

commanding officers of Prince

famed RCA batteries and officers of the present
28th LightAnti-Afrcraft Regt, RCA (RF) gathered
recently at the home of retiring commander Lt.-
Col. G. G. K. Peake, DSO, ED, to mark another mile-
The recent change of
command for the post-war 28th brought about a re-
view of Island artillery history that started at the
turn of the century. Shown nb;z:j are, left to right,

or
Major George C. Craig, ED, Lt.-Col, Don, MacNeill,
RCAMC, Major D, J. MacCormack, Lt-Col. G. G.

stane along & B0 year trail,

Major D. L. Mathieson, ED,

ED,
llams,
MC, and Major

Edward Island’s

W. J. Andrew,

K. Peake, DSO, ED, Lt.-Col. P. W, MacNevin, DCM,
LtCol. P. S. Fielding,
Major ‘L. E. Wellner,

Lt-Col. H. G, Wil-
Major, D. MacGowan,

A. W, Matheson. Absent at the

meeting shown above was the most senlor ex-
commanding officer of all—Lt.Col. D. A. MacKin-
non, DSO, C. de G., VD, first to organize and com-
mand the P. E.
age not under-74, he couldn’t be present. He was
at the local racetrack where he drove three horses,
each In two separate heats, winning two races and
piling up the highest individual score of any driver
on the track that day.—(Canadian Army Photo).

I. Medium Brigade, RCA, At an

throughout the First World War.
Col. MacKinnon- initially organ-
ized the old 11th Brigade Am-
munition Column which he took
overseas in 1916. The same year
he assumed command of the 38th
Battery from Cape Breton and led
the unit to battle across the fields
of France, It was during this com-
mand that he won the Distinguish-
ed Service Order and the Croix de
Guerre,
At the end of the First War Col
MacKinnon organized and cocm-
manded the 1st P. E. I. Medium
Brigade, R.C.A, as a part of the
peacetime Non-Permanent Active
Militia. He continued in command
through the initfal years of inter-
war peace, relinquishing the ap-
t t on retl nmt  to th2
late Lt.~Col. J. P. Hooper, MC. Col.
Hooper did much to keep alive the
traditions and high record of the
Island Artillery unit. He was suc-

W..MacNevin, DCM, ED. -

A Master Mechanic of 46 years
service with the Canadian Nation-
al Railways, Col. MacNevin (races
his military association over & per-
iod of more than 41 years. He just
joined an Island Battery In 1909
and entered the ranks of the 2nd

Siege Battery as a gunner in the

ceeded in command by Lt.-Col. P.

b

was an Island
the outbrea’ of war. He soon rose
to the rank of Major and was ap-
pointed to command the 8th Med.
ium Battery on September 11, 1939.
Overseas he later commander the
newly organized 8th Heavy Anti-
Afrcraft Battery and = led the 3rd
Canadian  Light Anti-Alircraft
Regt. - as commanding officer
throughout the campalgn  in
Northwest Burope.

Formred New Regt.

With organization of the new
Canadian Army Reserve Force, the
28th Light Anti-Alrcraft Regt was
formed, drawing its pumerica!
designation from the old 2nd anc
8th Batteries. Upon demobilization,
Col. Peake was asked to form the
new regiment and see it through
its initial years of organization and
training.

During the four postwar years
that he commanded the unit, Col.
Peake gathered about him a strong
nucleus of young Artillery officers
and NCO's. General Foster declar-
ed that Col. Peake has “welded to-
ether" three strong battery or-
ganizations that are capable of
producing an effective fighting
anti-aircraft regiment within a
‘“very short' time.” Batteries of the
present unit are located ip Char-
lottetown, Montague -~ Souris and
on the mainland at Stellarton.

In addition, Col. Peake has been
instrumental in forming the first
Island Regimental Association, the
only one of its type organized by
the RCA i Canada. The associat-
ion is comprised of many former
unit officers with a primary func-
tion of assisting the present regi-
ment in any way possible. Col.
Peake said that such an organiz-
ation would “often he able to ren-
der invaluable aid through civilian
as well as military channe)s in
maintaining the standard of the
regiment.”

Lt.-Col Willlams takes over the
28th with strong support througn-
out the Island and a notable rec-
ord to uphold as the top Artillery

bettery captain at}

P

LERY UNITS MARK HALF CENTURY

“NO ISLAND OFFICER EVER RETIRES"—Still very active in Island
Artillery circles and still a top winner on the local racetrack, Lt.-Col.
D. A. MacKinnon, DSO, C. de G., VD, curled a quizzical eyebrow when
an Ar!:t:y Public Relations Officer indiscreetly brought up the word
“retire”. At an age not under 74, he is the oldest artillery ex-com-
manding officer in the Province and one of the keenest race horse

owners and riders.

Shown above driving his own horse “Baron” dur-

ing a practice run at the track last week, Col. MacKinnon won two

races out of six heats in which he participated.

officer retires,”” he says, and
P.W. MacNevin, DCM, ED,

“No Island Artillery

promptly cites as an example Lt.-Col.
another ex-commanding officer still work-

ing as a railway master mechanic after 46 years service.—(Canadian

Army Photo).

commander. A graduate of Prince
of Wales College, he has been as-
soqlnbed with P. E. I.  Arsillery
units since 1928. He served in Eng-
land and Northwest Eurone for
nearly five years during the Sec-
ond World War and has filled the
sppointment of  sccond-in-com-
ing:}{\d to Col. Peake since July,

In resigning his command, Col.
Peake emphasized the uced of
“steady promotion” for Reserve

Force personnel in order to “main-
tain interest and worthwhile act-
ivity.” He sald it was his opinion

Treserve commanding officers should
“step aside” after three or four

vears service to make way for
others..
Commenting on the military

progress and contribution of Prince
Edward Island to the defeace of
Canada and the democratic world
over the past half century, General
Foster said “mo province across
the dominion has surpass¢d the
Island in patriotic zeal and gen-
uine interest in the courtry’s arm-

ed forces whether at war or at
peace.”

of ‘the two Island Batteries of the

First World War. He received the
Distingyished Conduct Medal for
gallantry in battle.

He commanded the peacetime
medium brigade for a number of
years and maintained a keen in-
terest among P. E. 1. gunners when
most Canadians were viewing their
scattereg armed forces with sere
jous apathy and little regard.

Stili active in his work and con-
stantly in touch with the present
28th LAA Regt, Col. MacNevin
has served as the first president of
the post war RCA Regimental As-
soclation which was formed on the
Island in 1947. He has accumulat~
ed a large - amount of material
marking the half-century growth
of P. E. I Artillery units and plans
to write a “regimental, history”
within the next year or two

I 1938 Lt-Col. P. 8. Fielding,
MM ED, assumed command of the
Brigade from Col. MacNevin after
having served for a period as sec-
ond-in-comtmand, Early mobilizat-
fon came in September, 1929, im-
mediately after the outbreak of
war. At that time Col. Fielding was
appointed to cammmamnd  the 2nd
Medium Regiment, including the
famed P. E. I. 8th Battery, mobiliz-
ing at Camp Petawawa, Ont. Col.
Fielding served for five years in
the Active Army during the Ser-
ond World War, retiring to hecome
Deputy Minister of Health for the
province in 1945.

Lt.-Col. G.G.K. Peake DSO ED,

Lt.-Col. D. A. MacKinnon, DSO, C.

OFFICER GROUP 28 L. A. A—Left
J. MacPhee, Lt. H. Hughes, Capt.
Capt. F, W, Smith,

G. Williams,

TO CAMP BY AIR TRANSPORT — Sixty gunners

RCA (RF) are seen here as they prepared to take
off on a return flight to Picton, Ont., for a week of
Summer camp training. Flying troops over thous-
ands of miles for summer camp is a
the days recalled by senior ex-commanding officer

Capt. E. L. Hume,
Capt. A. E. Farquharson,

28th LAA Regt,,
monster.”
“far cry” from

de G, VD, Col.

to right, Lt. H. Lacey,
M. E. Campbell,
LtCol. H.
Lt. J. G

Major L. E. Wellner,
Cormack, Lt. P. R. MacDonald. The above pictura
was taken at the Charlottetown Airport prior to
departure for Picton and summer training.

Mae}{.ipnon, who would still prefer to ride a horse,
says “in the early days that's how many soldiers
went to camp—on a horse and not aboard a sky
) Troops shown above represent the bate
teries located in Charlottetown and Montague-Souris
areas along with the regimental headquarters staff,
Third pat!ery of the unit, located in Stellarton on
the mainland, proceeded to Picton independently,—

Major D. J. Mac-

OF HISTORY

Pays Tribute
to Retiring
Commander

Commended by Major General
Foster as one of Canada's “most
aggressive and skilful” Artillery
commanders, Lt. Col. G. G, X,
Peake, D.S.O., ED, brings to a
close some 26 years of military
service upon relinquishing com-
mand of the 28th Light Anti-Air-
craft Regt., R.C.A, (RF) and be-
ing posted to the Supplementary
Reserve of Officers,

Son of another noted Island soi-
dier—the late Lt. Col. A.G. Peake
—he perfected a startling innova-
tion in the use of anti-aircraft ar-
tillery guns during the Second
World War that wrought havee
among enemy troops and won for
him the Distinguished Service Or-
der.

While commanding the 8rd Can-
adian L.A.A, Regt, battling in Hol-
land along the crucial Nijmegen
salient, Col. Peake conceived the
idea of using anti-aircraft guns
for ground firing, He developed
and producted a “most -cfficlent
modification” for guns of his reg-
iment that enabled them to fire
in a groynd role with “devastating
effect German troops.” This
change was carried out by Col.
Peake in the midst of battle with-
out interrupting the operation “in
any way."

‘The citation presented to the
distinguished Island officer with
the award of the D.S.0. stated
that “his leadership was aggress-
ive and skilful and he always un-
dertook more than his orders de-
manded.”

Military Career

Col. Peake is & graduate of
King’s Collegiate. He has been
associated with the Army since
1924 and at the start of the recent
World War was an R.C.A. Battery
Captain. He had previously served
with both the Signal Corps and
Artillery and was soon appointed
to command the 8th Medium Bat-
tery with rank of major.

Proceeding overseas eéarly in the
war with the 8th Heavy A.A. Bat-
tery Col. Peake in 1043 for a time
commanded “Q"” Training Wing, 3
C.ARU, and also was second-in-
command of the 2nd Heavy Anti=

-| Afrcraft Regt., and the 3rd L.A. A.

Regt. He led the  latter unit’
throughout the entire campalign in

| Northwest Europe and was com=-

mended on several occasions for
his skill at recelving and outwit-
ting enemy counter artillery bat-
teries, .

In accepting Col. Peake’s resig-
nation of command of the 28th L.
A.A, Regt, General Foster said
“we are by no means fully losing
the services of so valuable an of-
ficer”” The General pointed out
that Col. Peake had offered to
place himself at the disposal of
the Canadian, Army with “com-
plete cooperation” at any time his
services may be needed in the
future.

Col. Peake sald that he would
continue to support the regiment
“in every respect” either through
the Regimental Association or in.
a purely clvilian capacity. He wiil
continue as a member of the As-
sociation and will be carried on

the Army's Supplementary Re-
serve, making him eligible for
furtier service should emergency
require,

EDITOR’S NOTE; The artic-
les and plctures reproduced
here are done so through the
courtesy of the Public Relationy
Officer, Capt. D. L. Burleson,
Headquarters Eastern Command,
He states in part ®From the
Army point of view, the opinion
expressed ' at Command and
Army Headquarters on the re-
markable record of the P.EI. Ar-
tillery is most commendable in
all quarters.”
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 blue, and white, and—"

Marryi_l_n_g Mark

continued from page 2

Mark as if he had never talked of
nothing else, “I should say it all
depended on you. In China they
use white to mourn in. You see¢
it's just a matter of custom, of
being conventional—doing  things
because other people do, It has no-
thing'to do with what you feel in~
slde, I don’t happen to like it my-
self,' I mean black, but you shall
have a ton of it if you want ib.”
/ “Buy I don't” she cried, “I want

“We'll find your favourite shop
and buy ‘em out, But maybe you'd
better . not . tell - Dorothy.”

*Oh—no—"

He laughed at the horror in Val-
eries eyes, Then he decided it was
no laughing matter,

v

The train slippéd away from the
platform, Valerle and ‘Mark  had
almost missed it. ‘Mark apologized
steadily for the two minutes left

him, and said’ things about the

traffic. | AR
.80, ‘charming ’ .. Valerie

He was
wondered : how rould " ook
and ‘Pay

speak, for suddenly the train was
gone, leaving a faintly disturbing
scent of smoke about their heads
It made you think of places—Call-
fornia, where you- longed to go,
and other far spots.

“A rallroad station is terribly
exciting, isn't it?” Valerie asked as
they went back up the long stairs.
“I mean it sort of goes up your
spine—" .

Mark * stoppe short to look
down on her, “Can you belong, by
any chance, to the Brothers of the
Wandering Foot?” he asked. “Be-
cause {f 50, you've picked the right
parent, Just give me a few montns
at the factory to make ‘em think
they can't get on without me and
I'll show you a real vacation.”

"You mean—away?” '

“Nothing else but, Where would
you be wanting to go?”

“Oalifornia, please, and the
South Seas. Nowhere cold, unless
you like jt—"

“California and the South Seas
are all right for me”

The came out of the station,
found the parked ' roadster and
headed for shops.  Mark asked
which one she preferred and Val-
erle, after trylng frantically to ne
grown-up, collapsed and told him
the truth.

“I don't know any shops, Father,
You see, I never saw my clothes
until they were sent to me. Mo-
ther bought them and I just wore
them, She thought girls ought not

to think about clothes, T mean un-
til they were older, so what are

Mark,

we going to do?”

place where people live alone, had

“Oh, we'll muddle along,” sald|been a stranger, And all the time

she had lived beside him, absorh-

He could think of mothing more|ing his life, satisfied with nothing

he knew that Ellen, in that secret

intimate than marriage, Yet now|less than all ot him.

To be continued
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