o

 _ANNUAL REPORT : .
OF THE VISITOR OF THE DISTRICT SCHOOLS OF PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND.
(P[TBLISHED BY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION.)

The Visitor of Schools in conformity with the requirements of the law, submits to the Board of
Toducation for the information of the Legislature, a Report on the present state of the District Schools,
‘and the progress of Education generally, throughout the Island during the past year ; the following
view is exhibited, as correctly as possible being the result of information derived from personal observation.

In comoaring the Returns of Schools throughout the Island, generally, for the year 1843, with those for
the year previous—it will be observed, that an increase has taken place in the aggregate, although a
diminution appears in a few instances in _some Townships in the number of the Schools.

There are 92 District Schools now in operatjon attended by 3864 Scholars, which compared with the
TReturns of the year 1842, shews an increase of three Schools, and Sixty “Scholars. The District School
Teachers have received in the past year from public' aid £814 8s., and the people contributed £4140.

There are in all, including the Inferior Schools, Female Schools, the National and other Schools, in
the Town of Charlottown, School attached to St. Andrew’s College, and the Central Academy—a total
of 115 Schools, teaching 4690 Scholars; towards the support of which, the people pay £5175, and the
Public Treasury £1087 8s. f

Although those, from various causes, are not all in successful operation—many of them as will more
particularly appear from the appended details, are conducted with ability and advantage.

The destitution, and deficiencies in the existing means of Education, may be considered under two
heads. The first, where no attempt at Education of any kind has been made, and where not the semblance
of a provision for supplying it exists. The second, where an attempt to"educate has been made, but where
the instruction has been so imperfect, as to afford no results of actual value.

An enquiry directed to the ascertainment of the numbers in the different Townships unable to read and
write, was instituted during a tour of inspection of the Schools, but from the tedious nature of such an
enquiry, and the difficulty of applying the usual means of investigation to populous and extensive settle-
ments—the number in the state of inability to read and write, has not been ascertained with exactness,
nor will any more accurate knowledge on the subject be likely obtained, until such time as this head be

authorized to be included in the returns of the Census.

In illustration of the foregoing—one or two statistical memoranda, may be instanced. Intwo contermi-
nous Townships, out of 210 Children above 6 years of age, 97 only could read. In another settlement—a
section .of a Township, the number of Children between the ages of 6 and 14 is twenty-eight, of these,
fifieen cannot read and are not learning, and twenty-two cannot write and are not learning.

In another Township numbering fifty families, tne adults who can write are but 29.  These examples

may be held to indicate the state of many other settlements, -apparently no better furnished with the means
of Education. ; .
_ Although these statistics are thus of necessity incomplete, the instances adduced have however es-
tablished the following facts. That the want of instruction is yet considerable, and that the people in
some cases from indifference, do not, and in others from poverty cannot, procure the services of Teachers
for themselves. That there are 43 populous stations at which Schools are required, and where none
now exist, and 11 less populous Stations, also in want of Schools, and where an inferior or preparatory
class of them might be useflully opened, because in these, it would not be possible to assemble so many
pupils together, -as to form a regular, or a common District School. And that there are altogether a
large proportion of Children within the educational age, who do not attend any school.

The disparity in the efficiency or state of many of the Schools is attributable in a great degree, to in-
sufficient attendance, and this insufficient attendance takes place under a variety of circumstances.

1. The School itself exists only at certain seasons of the year; at other seasons the Teacher finding it
his interest to betake himself to the more lucrative employment that labour in the fields offers. This oc-
curs in old as well as in new small settlements, but the instances are rare.

+ 2. The School is by much exertion, and amid some discouragement on the part ofthe Teacher, con-
tinued throughout the year; but the attendance of many of the pupils is only for a portion of the year.
The parents cannot pay the fees for a whole year’s instruction, or they'cannot in the Summer season want
the assistance of their children in the fields. The remedy in such cases as these, is to be found perhaps
in nothing but a bettering in the worldly condition of the parents—an opening of their minds to the value
of Education, and a conviction—and many in the circumstances described, have never yet been convinced
of the necessity ofmaking, some sacrifice to promote the proper education of their children; and to the
Ministers o.f' Re!lgmn must we look for t}'lat instruction, as well as for those special admonitions on the
subject, which will supply the best correction of the evil. :
In many-instances, a culpable indifference to education exists with regard to female members of
Families. .Many imagine that t!lese have comparatively but little need of education, and consequently
the proportion who attend school is comparatively small, many parents who make no small efforts to send
their sons to school, are in that respect totally neglectful of their danghters '

Although no measures have been-aceomplished to wean'the Ahorigfbes from their wandering habits, by
giving them a legal right in the soil, and thus attach them to a home, the attempts which have been m’ade
to afford them the means of education have been thus far successful. The prejudice which this tribe has
been known to entertain against leurg}ing to read or write any other language than their own, appears to b;e
gradually giving way, and the value of our rudimental branches, isnow beginning to be known and felt
among them: The provision which the Legislature has laudably made for the f{ree instruction ofMic;nac
Chi.[dlep,.is.pa.ving. the way for a more gcnfaral diffusion of i_ntelligence among them. Although from their
habits, it is impossible to ensure that certainty and regularity of attendance on School, essential to their
improvement, the progress which nevertheless has been made by three boys and a girl, who have given a
desultory atteridance at different schools is very pleasing, and proves the capacity of the Aborigimes for
receiving instruction; this disposition to learn has been fostered and cncouraged, by the benevoﬁ‘nce of

He Colonial Fpevald, e )

\ " F
Charlottetown (s)Walter Whelan, 45 1st Class
Charlottetown Royalty Alex. M<Cabe, 32 doiit s
' Georgetown (1)John Arbuckle, 50 24 Clasg: .
Princetown ‘| E. J. Blanchard, 40 do ol
To which add the School attached to the College—Central Academy ) el
—National—Infant, and three Female Schools in Charlottetown, and  four | : L L
Schools net drawing public money, rumbering together 490 Scholars, gives ¢| 490 .
a total of Four thousand six hundred and ninety of both sexes receiving public ijo} it ¥
instruction in this Island. 4,690 |
¢+ GENERAL RESULT. T RS R
No. of Schools in Queen’s County, 62—Do. Prince County, 30—Do. King’s, 25—total Schools, ;ﬂ
Do. Scholars, 4,690. Amount paid by.people, £5,175.  Do. by Treasury, £1,087 8s.—total, £6262 g3~
METHODS OF TEACHING, DISCIPLINE, BRANCHES TAUGHT, &c.. );%

The utility of the monitorial system has been sufficiently tested, and its advantages acknowledged.
is occasionally enrployed in the schools of the Island, whenever it is judicious and practicable to
but the exclusive employment of this system, notwithstanding the opinions of some who are de
of making it obtain¢in all ourschools, is quite impracticable in country schools from obvious causes
numerously attended schools, it is found necessary for the purpose of keeping all_the children duly an
regularly employed, and of allowing the master to exercise due surveillance over his charge :—the want ¢
Books and necessary apparatus in general is found to be a-continual impediment. The Elliptical method
teaching is frequently resorted to, and has several advantages, in connexion with the mutual instruction pl
There areno schools established on the Normal system professedly—a system perfected by the ineg
ration and combination of all that is most vaiuable in every other. B
T regard to discipline,the Master is always instructed to exercise all control and superintendance overh
charge, both in and out of school.  Emulation is encouraged by places in the class, and occasional p
of Books, Stationary, &c , distributed at examinations.. Lessons or tasks are for the most part prov
for their employment at home. Corporal punishment for offences is still resorted to, but in many sc
only in extreme'cases. The opinion is fast gaining ground, that the most effective kind of punish
that which is chiefly addressed to the moral sentiments.

The proportion in which the children acquire ‘he different branches is, found to be as follows :
two-thirds of the- pupils learn to write and cipher, about a third learn grammar, and not more than a
any of the higher branches. There is more attention paid than formerly to the sense of what is read,
The improvement of many schools is retarded for the want of the requisite books and stationer
high prices of these putting them beyond the reach of the pupils, two or three of whom, may be so!

found clubbing about one book.

; GENERAL REMARKS. =%
With a view to remedy and supply the destitation and deficiencies existing, the Visitor would respe
submit for the consideration of the Board—that a number of common schools corresponding wnﬁ
wants of the inhabitants would be ensured by the division ofthe whole Island into School Districts, and
the provision for a partial imposition of assessment be continuedin the law. That a maximy
minimum salary be provided for Teachers to be paid half-yearly, and with a reference not alone
Branches they are capable of teaching, but also'to the variety and utility of the branches they really do
teach in School. 5 bidgr '
That in each of the County Towns atleast, a superior school, say a Grammar School, be maintais
serve in some measure as a Normal School, where candidates for schools may be familiarized with th
mode of communicating instruction in the most dexterous and correct manner. That it should be th
of the Board to regulate the school hours, and frame a code of discipline for the government of
country schools, to be placed in a conspicous part of the School-rcom. e
That it would be advisable to adopt the following suggestion of the Central Board of Education
Halifax from their Report of the last year.. A plan similar to which was recommended by the Visitor
yearsago. 3 £
«Ifin places where permanent Schools cannot be sustained, two or three well qualified Teachers:
to be encouraged by reasonable aid from the School Grant to establish on a steady plan circu
schools, dividing the Teachers attendance by an arrangement previously settled on, among three or fc
of the settlements in the same County where Education is most needed, and such itinerating Schoo
be necessary, giving to each, such portion of time as may be practicable and most convenient.” =
That several poor Settlements at present scarcely able to keep a School open throughout the whole
might maintain schools during the Winter months,if encouraged to do so; that it would be advisable
public aid in certain cases to Schools taught for a half year only; and lastly, that an increase be made
slender salaries of all District Schoolmasters. :
Whatever be the defects yet existing in the system,
from the merits of the improvements already effected; none can fatl in discerning the good effe
many of the provisions of the Law upon the education of the people—a law, which it 1s tobe!
is only the prelude to a more comprchensive measure from the Legislature, thanany yet obtained, in

of general instructidh.
Charlottetown, January 31st, 1844, JOHN MACNEI
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‘these should not be held to depreciate or

(a.) The School at this station has Leen conducted two years by the present Teacher, and hitherto with succe
numerously attended, affording instruction to a few adults as well as to the juvenile part of the inhabitants of the two setiles
that unite in supporting it. Beading and Orthography is taught on an improved and judicious method, a few learn G
and the higher rules of Arithmetic. The School-house is commodious; and the inhabitants are laudably contributing
their means to the support of this seminary. >
(b.) The only occasion on which this School was visited, was at a season when almost all the pupils were unable,
prevalence of sickness, to attend ; the few who were present were examined. and the result showed, that mere reading was
only branch in which any degree of preficiency was apparent. The examination, however, of so small a number, could
no fair criterion of the general state of the School. It must be observed, that some dissatisfaction was expressed by the Trasie

the gentlemen who are in the Commission for Indian Affairs, in making them gifts of Books, Stationar

&e. The e:‘dt’rst boy has attained a correct knowledge of the elements of Eilglisll\ Grﬂmm'ar and tlZ(’e

higher rulcs of Arithmetic. He would make a creditable appearance in a higher seminary, in v,vhich it is

to he howf he will yet be placed. ; x

It did .ot appedr necessary to occupy any further space at this time in giving a detailed «

those 4chools minutely described in the report of the F)ast year, and in thegs(at(:n('d:vtl:lilcl'l(;dn':)c(:Z:rllr:rl?:t‘)lll(f

difference was found this year to exist. Ininstances where any were found deserving of especial notice, from
. greater extension, or where from any cause they were found to be inefficient, all such as well as those put

in operation this year, will be found described below, . P

-
Abstract of Returns of District, Acadian, and Inferior Schools, recciving Legislative aid, for the vear 1843

TOWN DESCRIPTION OF |TOWN

pitrPs NA.MES OF TEACHEES. SCﬁZ'T‘Si' scioor, | sHips| NAMES OF TEACHERS, SCN::'”(;ZS DES::;KZ:‘O: s
1 |Stanislaus Perry 36 Acadian., | 34 Robert Robertson 4(; -
) }“runcns Buot 35 do. ‘“ |Robert Barry . 47
5 |(a) Herbert Bell 48 Ist Class - | ““ |E.J. M. Cormack 3(‘;
5167 S DistrictSchool | “ |Donald M‘Leod 43
R onayne 37 35 Patric ¢
"1‘ (b) Neil M“.kmnon 37 e E\fn)gni; rﬁ]‘{l,];r{dQuade 32
James H. Fitzgerald 46 37 |{g) Patrick M‘Quade 3%
8 ‘Robert Small 36 38 [Donald M*Kionon :‘36
. ]“1 %l.]gr.‘gef(l;ford 38 ¢ |Joseph M<Kay 19 Primary
as Key 35 40 |(h) John Mack i '
13 |J. Johnston 42 M e By ) i SRR
14 Dubois Smith 33 43 |(1) Patrick Sweeney 35
1? ?ntome Perry 35 Acadian || 44 (John M*Neill 46
bt J.lArsn‘ea'l.x 86 »iTfus ¢ (k) James Stewart 40
] ohn M ]&l'nnon 39 Dis. 1st Class.| 45 |Edmund Shea
1‘3 g)_b) Sebastian Davison| - 50 5 | [John Banks ?g Primar
s ld.}a]l}e GIaudet 36 Aeadian. 47 \(kk) Corn. Harrington 38 - |Dis. Ist(C)l’;ms
8 Ecc:‘):) z;:x A}eziage § gg Dis. 1st Class.i| ¢ |Patrick Kavanagh 29 Primary ditto
X. ? (14 = 2 :
¢ {William Speedie 36 |Do.2d Class. | « g::lci'\r’ll‘%(:)lr)xzrl:ison 25 systph e
. JOh." Taylor 35 Do. 1st Class.| 48 |J. Butler rg
]‘S‘) ‘L;Ieg BNethune 46 1 |James Maclean 26
" ewcomb 47 || 49 |James Mackenna 42
_ onald Livingston 30 |Do.2d Class | “ |Alex. M‘Neill 0
:: .Ilohn ']\li{‘lfauchlin 39  |Do. 1st Class.| ““ |james DJnghs 38
e (35'%?”53‘& 1k 46 | = |Archibald MNeill 38
N M'Kinnon‘ 0 23 g(l) !II)O}tm' I;{Ix}mpl]rey 19 |InferiorSchool
22 |(e) Edward Hil 49 b K1 O Lo oL o o e A Ol
2‘:1 Allx:can M*Donald 19 Primary. || ‘° |John Stewart 36
i f.fGa“am 35 Acadian. 93 James Stewart 35
o J.HeIr{ar};:e 37 do. i 97 |William Ross 50.
il vilands 42 2d Class. || “° |Donald Graham 46
2 I‘;mgélPYY?]r\vnck 47 IDis. Ist Class.| ‘‘ |Donald Kelly 19 Primary
v 'A“.'] .Sflc' er 86 * } ““ | Alexander M*Donald 47 Dis ]stac?
53 fDa;'nd Ttl:wart ‘35 : | |Angus Martin : left i B
28 Tho:nas I;;Tns::)n 23 4 : ff? .(Il)l John M‘Lennan jr| - 46  |Dis. 2d Class.
PP JA[ex_ Macdonald_ 15 59 (1;;&,3/[“ai:\’zear:nont Zg Dis. 1st Class.
‘..:? Las.}(;). B(.: Bullpitt 48 60 |(0) Donald Lamont 5%
if E?i(:i; ?{nobealtnpbe“ fl3 61 |Donald M‘Quarrie 39
AL M‘Kern;e gg 62 |Neil Bethune 46 2d Class
“ [Ewen Lamont 56 5 L i s s
e Do, e e ot I
A * : ;
92 Jobn MDonald | 45 | 65 [(p) Donald Shaw T |
' Join:a]g]eatgn ;g 1 | :: (q)})ona]d Livingston 10
.83 |Colin M‘Lennan 37 | 67 flqo)h:hé]irln\gl:?a(:hem @
¢¢ |Alex. Maclean 46 L Malco!m '\1‘13 1d :
¢ |Daniel Scott i 36 2 o -

at the inefficient mode, ih which one of the branches was taught; but as the Visitor had every reason to conclude, that
branches were taught according to the best of the Teacher’s abiliy, he does not deem himself called on to offer any farl
remark on the subject.
‘ (b b.) Aregular, and it is to be hoped—a permanent School has at length been established in this populous Distri
gives piomise of great usefulness. The higher branches of English are taught with success, on a judicious method. I
Ge«agrapl{)', Mensuration, a few are learning and malkiog progress. The School-house is neat and well finished and fu
(c.) This School having been minutely described in preceding Reports, it is only necessary to add, that it continu
taught by the Teacher above named, and with that ability and success, which have attended his instructions in thi$ Dist
¢.c.) It mayb2 necessary, in alluding to the state and character of this School, to adduce the testimony of the suppe
thereol, to the benefits they profess to derive from it¢ establishment—a, testimony which is corroborated by the efficient statei
which the School was found at the different visitations. The progress made 1o the ordinary branches of Education, and whic
are taught therein, was, upon the whole decidedly favorable ; not a few who, on entering the School, were altogether una
write and cast up Accounts, are now capable of doing so, while others who could not read at all, or at best but imper!
have made very marked improvement. . ;
(d.)" - Althoughin this School nothing beyond the inferior branches are learned, it is nevertheless a useful School, in @
where from the paucity of the inhabitants, one of a superior character could not be maintained. The Teacher is an exe
character, paying attentivn to the secular instruction, as well as to the morals of the Children commitied to his. care.
School-house is not suffieiently spacious, and its unfinished state renders 1t uncomfortable. .
(e) 1Inthestate of this School, a fair average improvement has taken place, the pupils generally commenced in their
stage, at the opening of this Schoul. Frequent complaints have been preferred by the subsecribers to this School, respecting
irregnlar attendance of the Master, and the byief duration of his daily hours of teaching, but as the Visitor is not authori
law 1o fix or preseribe the School hours, he can only report the dissatisfaction, existing in this District in common with sev
others, and the neccssity for an enactment, regulating the School hours at different seasons of the year. The School-house
in a sufficiently finished condition. . ; A :
(f-)  The School established in this settlement has becn opened above half a year. The Children with an exception of
are yet learning the primary branches. the same cause of dissatisfaction exists here as in the School immediately preceding.
(g.) This School in consequence of a vacation occurring thereat, while the Visitor was on bis tour, was examined but
since the present Teacher succeeded to his charge. The method the Teacher employed was judicious and the progressu
whole as great as could be fooked for. : ]
_ (h.4.) The Schools at these two stations are well taught, ard notwithstanding many disadvantages, not the least of which
insufficient School-houses, the pupils continue to make creditable progress. In both schools are two or three Boys of a tél
age, who-display a remarkable talent for Arithmetic—it is to be hoped that their parents will afford them, all the opportuniti
and .ellcuu{agemer}t in their power, to prosecute the science for which they display so great an aptitude.
]ag:?%unj]xr;[:: hiatvilsngob?pn a consicerable time without a school, one was opened in this part of the Township in the cou
- ETy 4 ar a promising s_chogl. All the ordinary elementary branches are taught—instruction in the importat
epartments of Orthography, and Reading,’ are communicated in the most approved and successful manner.  In the highe
branches of English, no progress of consequence has been yet made. The improvement in Arithmetic and Writing is so far
correct and pleasing. |
(% /:.)A‘ On the occasion of the last visitation of this School, it was found that a minority of the subscribers had withdra
tlllexr_ children, bemg dissatisfied with the Teacher’s discharge of his duties. ~On an investigation taking place—it appeate
t\‘?{a[tlllnlot}xilyear gre‘vu)us, some gro\u}xds and causes for such complaints had existed, but since then the School has been condutie
greater regularity and success. Ihe Teacher has not had the benefit of much experience—which rmay in a great mea
zf]c?iu_xjr for tl}e dls.\‘a!lsvf‘a?tl‘()n, out he 15 fvully_ capable of imparting instruction in the ordinary branches required. The settle
his part of the Township have always made -praiseworthy exeriions to. support.a School, and the youth in_gener
received a .fﬂ.l.l‘ share of education. The School is now numerously attended. 3 : &
< (Zn) This is one of the few Schools of the 2d or higher class under the existing law ; it has been conducted with consideral
:31%;5:;,(] alnd the improvement is as great as could reasonably be expected under a Teacher of but one year’s experie
sl )J‘Q E(ltoo,‘as the:School has been with many of the difficulties and embarrassments, too well known in remote Cout
and$ ;;1’|‘lc),e usual 'Enghsh 'e]e_memary branches are taught, a careful foundation was laidin particular in learning readi
spelling correctly. The station where the school was taught last year, it is tobe regretted, is now destitute. * The teaci
having OPeued School in another part of the Township. : i ’
(m.) The School of this District was found closed at the time of the visitation of the neighbouring schools, and has not;
been examined since the present Teacher succeeded to the charge. ? ¢
(0-) The School at this station is numerously attended, and although not in a high state of improvement, proves of muf
lbeneﬁt{to l?ns community, who never before enjoyed the advantages of a regular SZhonl. Many of the pupils have rapid
\sﬁ?ilesllgsl.cad although not correctly yet. The Schoul-housg was incomplete when last visited, and not adequately furnished
¥ (pd‘q.) ’I;h.e‘ Teachers of the year preceeding are still at these stations and continue discharging their duties faithfully:
eading, Writing and Arithmetic are principally taught, in the latter branch especially, several are well advanced, a class i
each School had made considerable progress in English Grammar, but their. uncertain attendan®e operates against the
improvement. In the latter School, Gaelic reading is also taught with success. : gt k%{
(<Tl) Tt:ns School has been conducted efficiently, and the Scholars shew more than a common degree of intelligenc’e’u'“ s
avidity to learn ; gnder the present Teacher the school does not present so high a state of improvement as it formeriy did, this:
isowing to the withdrawal of the best scholars, those remaining are not yet so far advanced. " R
of(tf{i)s TI;r‘frqurem oplportgpmes have been afforded of witnessing the benefits derived by a considerable number of the ehiw
b — n from attending this School. Itimparts instruction to about 45 children on an average annually in the ordin
ranches of common schogl education, it is deserving of being sustained and encouraged by the Legislature and the p!
Itis the only school receiving aid as a District School at present open in Charlottetown. . S
b (ttx.)‘ The best criterion of me ﬁounsbmg condi.non of this school, will be found in the fact of its extension and enlargement;
(jl in the number of its pupils, and in the variety of the branches taught therein. From this increase, the services of ank
a;mstant or additional Teacher, were found {0 be necessary. The School numbered at the last examination fifty  pupils, learning
tve ordinary {'udxmenlal branches, and Grammar, Geography, practical Mathematies, are taught on the most approved and
;-thCS_SSful system. That the School may be conducted with the greater efficiency, and prove-of additional benefit to the:
:)r} lla lt‘a;'m‘s of (.{)eorge't'({wn and vicinity, by affording _iqstruction to an .addi\ional number of sqholars—-it would in_the OPH“VS
he Visitor, be advisable 10 make Legislative provision for an additional Teacher in this seminary, It only remains to edvi :gg
to the National School in. Charlottetown—an institution which has not degenerated in character or utility, under the present
Teacher. Itis a school deserving of countenance and support from the public, affording cheap, and in

1 I S ‘ A several instances
gratuitous instruction to Children in indigent circumsiances, Along with the usual course of instruction, particular attention
s :

paid to the morals and behaviour of the pupils.
RAREE -”/
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