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Mr. Levoray.—Mr, Chairman, this ques
tion has been so well discussed already, that
it is unnceessary for mo to occupy much of
the time of this Committee with any re-
wa ks [ may bave to effer. 1 was pleased
at eceing the re‘erencs in the paragraph to
the subject of dredging in our harbors
and around our wharves. 4 have long
recognized the great importance of this mat-
ter, aud I hope we shall soon have a good
steam drcdge at work,  As to the railroad,
[ am in favor of the iatroduction of such
means of communication Some may im-
agine that my opinion is irflucuced by the
fact that [ live in “ummerside, and my pro
perty would be enbanced by the road; but,
Sir, such is not the case. If we look be-
yond the narrow limits of the Island, we
find tha: every country, inhabited by in-
telligent people, has adopted railroads, and
noune desiring to dispevse with them. The
minority have brought no arguemuts bear-
ing on tire subject, except in favor of it.
[t is a stubborn fact that cur neighbors in
the fiates snd the Dominion of Caoada
have built, and'are building, great lines of
railroad, I wusin SaintJohy, New Bruos-
wick, when the fir-t sod of the first rail-
road (that between Saint Jobn and Shediac)
was cut and I passed over the line a year
or two alter it was opened for trafiz, At
that time F thought it up expensive under-
takiog, and not likely to do wmuch good to
the country. Qualy two or threc fiist-class
pas-envers got out of the train at Shediac.
But, Sir [have travelled on that line many
fimes since, and bave seen the traffic con-
stantly ineressirg; and it must be a source
of pleasure to the Government which con-
structed it to reflect upon the extent to
which their policy has developed the re-
sources of ths conutry. Last year, when [
used the line, every passcnger ear was
crowded, and the complsivt was gueral

-that the accommodation afforded by the line
was altogsther inadquate to the busivess of
the country which reguired to be performed.
We are bere to discuss the question of rail-

“ways, and not thos3 of land or religion, aud
I do not see why those subjects have been
introduced, The paragraph does not com-
mit us to any railroad. [t werely prom-
ises our seriows consideration of 1he suijret,
1 bhave travelied by rail from llalitax
to Truro, in Nova Secotia, and [ recollect
that large nuwbers of the people were op-
posed to th: government of the day on their
railway policy, and actually 1urned them
out of coffice on that account I though at
the time hat it wis a great mistake that
the road did not go to Pictou; but time
eff:cts great chzuges in the ideas of people,
Nova Scotia bas extena~d the line to Pictou,
aud is now bringing all parte of the country
into direct railway connection, and is re-
ceiving reaccuable retarus from the linesin
operatin, We must keep up with the
times, and [ hope none bere will say that
we must forever remain as we are at pre-
sent, without railrcads. Siry have we no
resources ¢ Hon members of the oppc-
sit‘on say that cur road will cost more than
£5000 a mile, Lf we enter into 3 contract
at that. or a lower price, and take good se-
eurity for the performacee of that work, the
contracting party must do the work and if
a loss is sus aincd, must take it ou his own
ghou ders My hoo.. colleague (Mr. Mac-
Millan) is in favor of raiiroads, azd has
signed a petition in support of his views,
Well, Mr. Chairman, | bave sigoed the
game docament uhoat two years ago. The
soil betweer, 37 John and Shediac is, with
the exception of a few miles, barren snd
rocky, and [ was surprized to find that,
notwithstanding th's drawback, the local
bus ness of the line was $0 per cent. ol the
whole, the business of the Island giviog 10
per eent. A railroad would open mp be
coan'ry, tend'to the establishisent of mana-
factories, und develop many vew branches
of business, Wby, Sir, we know that in the
United States, where railway comaunies-
tion is general, fortunes have beca zaade by
the trade in the single article of ice of
which wa cerrainly have a reasopable quac-
tity. and of a bardness greater thau that of
cur ncishbore, The bon, memver from
dryon (Mr. Howat) waried to know what
we had w feed a railroad? Why, Mr,
Chairman, the wood that is now wasted 1n
clearing wildsraess farmg, wou'd, if brought
to market pay for the ‘and on which it
grew,rspcai:nhy it manufac ured into hoops,
staves, barrels, and oth'r articles, The
eonveyance of coal iiinestons, muwe‘ma.rl,
and oiber articles rocquiced in the iuterior
part of the fsland, wou d coatribute larzely
to the busine:s of the road. Great stiess
has been laid oa the probable inercase of
taxation it we had a railway, but, while it
would be wrong to tax a man if he got Bo-
thing iu exchange for the barden, yet .t"lho
{ax he pays yields to him a benefit equiva-
lent toy or greater than its amount, | really
canoot g9 the hardshio of the cae. | ex-
pect that nive teuths oi the people will get
a good rerurs for all they maj have to pay
for the road. It was stated by the hon
Jeader of the Government, that £30 000
would be the interest cu the cost of 100
miles of road, bat I think we may set dowa
the len.th of the line at 115 wiles 'The
ioterest would then be abaut £33 600'a
year  Now, Sir, a-guming the road to earn
one-haif that amouut,there surely wou d be
po difficulty ia raising the remsiving £17,-
(0. If the road is to be paid for by de-
beutures, haviog 50 yearsto run, I supposa
a sioking fund will b: provided ;’b‘f‘ cven
i it were no® provided for witlfin .ﬁ.‘at
period, the credit of the Isiand wili be
ample secur ty for an extevsiocn of time, znd
cur children will say that the}xtlatbcrs acied
wi-ely, and left to tdem a fair equivalent
for any taxation they ma b: called “P°“';3
pay on accouot of (he rutiway. Law g
to thiak that this matter his been brought
under our notice, bot canvot see what pos=
gible conpection can be traced between it and

Coofederation. 1 have been called a Coz~
foderate, for what reason I kuow uo ,unle 8
it be that L am in the habit of buyivg flour
feom some of the Canadians, L do not
shiok that the Government has sey idea of

bringing us into Conf.deration by building
a railway, The hon. member for Tryon
says be is in favor of  survey of a line for
the railway, What does he mean by that ?
Whea he made that staement, he admitted
the principle of introducing railways ; for, if
1t is necessary or expedient 10 survey a line,
is is cqually necessary and expedient to con-
stroet it.  Notwithstanding a!l that hon,
member had seid abont merehan's at Sum-
merside clubbing together to keep down the
price of oa's last fall, and the farmers refus-
ing 10 sell in consequence, [ may tell him
that I bave been for some years in the habit
of buying oats, and that last year especially,
the roads were in such a state as t9 prevent
partics from bringing oats to market. The
imprcvement of our roads by macadamiza-
tion has been referred to, and it has been
admitted that it has cost in some cases, as
much as £1200 or £2900 a mile, Bat, if
we put sthe cost at even £1000 a mile, it
must certanly be imprudent to spend that
sum, when foir times .hat amount wounld
giveus amile of ralway, The fict is, that
that our soi! is 100 soft to bear heawy cart-
ing, and lass year I saw 13 or 14 men em-
p'oyed, at cne time, near Summerside, in
filling up boles and repairiug the roads where
they bad given way. We are better able
than most other countries to build a railroad,
and if the undertaking should vot be adopred
this year, the people will b2 induced tothink
the matter over, and [ do not fear the re ult,
for I believe that, it the House do not actin
this matter this year, the people will force
it upon our netice next sessioms It is idle
to say that our roads are fit for the heavy
bauling required in spring and fall, and that
vessels are not deained by that cause,
Cascumpee harbor is the best 6a the western
side of the Island but three years ago a
vessel of m ne lost three wecks in endeavor-
ing to get into that port, and had fivally to
put into Georgetown 10 load, while a cargo

o oats for her was stored at Cascumpee. A

good d=al of objection to a railroad 1n tbe 1s-
land, bas ur:sen from local feelings s tothe
route. It is true that railroads cannot be
carried to every mau’s properts, neither
can s'eamboats call at every man’s door up-
on the coust, but they both pay, und all the
population share in the benefits they confer,
It is probable that Summerside ard George-
town mray receive greater beuefits than other
parts, but we must lock at the general ic-
terests of 1he Island 1a dealing with a sub-
jeet of this paiore, In the peighboring
Provinces, surveys of diff rent routes have
been made before Goverzment would decide
on whieh they wou!d take; here the nar-
rowness of the Island reuders that course
unnece sary., A main trook, with a few
branches. would embrace tze whole Island,
and | hope Government will ex end -the
beo fits of railway communication as far ae
possible.
Progress reported. 0

Fripay, Feb, 24.

Petitions wera received against the return
of she Third Blectoral Districs of Prinee
Couwrty, als) azainst the retura of the Hon.
D. Davies, for Chariostetown and Ry ty,
which, baving been received and dealt within
the usua! manuer, were wade the oroer of the
day for M nday next.

Hon Mr Wigzhtman asked leave of absenge
for a few days. Hon Leader of the Govern-
ment would be sorry to oppose the reques: of

the hon member, but thousht it advisable that .

eich hon. member should be in his place
when the House wou!d go into Cummittee of
Privileges and Klectio.s on the pesitions
which have been reeaived.

Hou. B. Davies and Hon. Mr. MacEachen
also thousht the bon. member shouid remain
until those questions were disposed of.

House adjourned unt:d three o'clock. G-

AFUERNOON SESSION.
P.ivileges and Elections.

Hon. Leader of the Government said that
before movin: that the House go into Com-
aittee of the whole 80 econsider the petition
of W W. Sallivan, Esq . and others against
the return of Hon ¥. Keily and H. Beer,
Esq, he would moge the foliowing :—

Resolr-d, That o message be sent to the
Legis:ative Council, requesting that House to
permit the Hoo, T, H. Haviland cpe of the
membars, to attend and give evidence before
the Committes of Privileges and Elections,
on the coasideration of she Petition of W,
W. Sullivan and others, complaining of an
andue Election and Return for the Third
Electoral District cf Queen’s County.

Before going iuto Committee, he (Hon.
Leader of the Government) would state the
practice of the Tmperial Parliament in such
cases as the ore which would come befere the
Comuittee, Imvediately after going into
@ommittee on Privileges and Elections the
Comrmittee were duly sworn to give an im-
partial decision o the matter to come before
them ; the Clerk was also sworn. The
practice was to investizate the subject with
closed drors; ard hethought that all delibera.
tions of that kind should be done with clesed
doore, because it was not necessary to report
the individual opiuions of members on their
oath. He presamed that all the nembers of
the Housa were satizfi-d to couform with the
rules of the Jmperai Parliament, in referench
to the subject to eome before them, No
witness was uFowed to be present whon
ancther witness was being examiued by the
€Commnittee,

Hon. Azry. GENERAT said that the authority
quoted by the Hon. Leader of the Government
was & correct one. The practice had
hitherto be-a to discuss such matters with
open deors ; and it would be understood that
the Hon, Leader of the Government was not
particular what course the House mizht adopt
m reference to it. As faras he (Hon. Atiy,
Generaly was concerned, it made no difference
wkich rule was adopted  The Comurittee
would aet as judges on ‘the matter which
would eome before them.

Hon. Mr. Wicnruan asked if the sitting
members tor the Third Distriet of Qaeen’s
County wculd retain their seats on the Com-
mittze while the cade was being decided ; for
there was a distinct rule on the matter, which
stated that hon, members who were concerned
in such a cuse shall retain their seats auly
during the introductory debate, while the
evidence was t:Mhg, abd not while the case
was being comsider:d- He did not think the
petition would affect Hon. Mr Kelly at all,
but the returns were one avd the same, and

_ therefore, both of the sitting members should

be governed by the rules of Parliament.

A message was yeccived from the Legisla-
tive Council, through their Clerk, to the
effzct that leave bad been gwven the Hon, Cch
S.cretary to atiend and give evidence before
the Committee of Privileges und Electioas,

Hon, Leinzg or Tae Govesnusyt stated
that as ueither of the hon. members for the
Third District of Qieen's County had a vote
on the Commiitee, they would both retire
while the matter was being considered.

Hon. Me. Duncen obtaived leave of abe
aene2, oa account of ikiness for one day.

The House then resolved itself into a Come
mittee of the whol2 on Privi'eges and Elec-
tions, to take into coneideration the petition
of W, W. Sulivan, Esq., and others. agaiust
the return of Hon. F. Kelly and H. Beer,
Esq., members for the Third Electoral Dis-
trict of Queen’s County. ,

W. W. Sullivan. Esq., appeared at the Bar
of the House as Counsel for the petitioners
against the return of Hon. F. Kelly and H.
Beer,members for the Third District of Queen’s
County, and addressed the Committee on the
allezations set forsh in the petition. Several
witnesses- were also examined, After some
time epent ia Committee, the S-eaker took
the Chair, the Chairman veported progress and
obtained Jeave to sit again.

House adjourned till ten o’clock to-mor-
rOW. 1 0.

Satorpay, February 25th.

On motion of the Hon. Leader of the
Government, the House resclved itself inte
a Committee of Privileges and Kleotions.
Having spent some time there‘n, House re-
sumed, progress was reported, and leave
given to sit again, ¢

Adjourned for ona hour. G.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Hon. Mr. Wightman cbtained leave of
absence for two days.

House in Committee on Draft Address.

Mr. A C. McDonald in the Chair,

The eleventh paragraph, relatiuz to the
expediency of the construction of a railroad,
was read,

Mr Howar did not disprove of railways,
but he would oppose their construetion by
the Government. If a company would un-
dertake the work, he would not oppose &
grant from the public funds to assist them.
In coantries of vast extent, like the Urited
States, raiiroads were a necescity, and all
the rcads in that country had been con-
structed by companies. As the railway
quesgiion had not beem once mamed at the
last Kl ction, and ss tke buiding of a rail-
road would cause the levying of emormous
tazes upon the people, the tinase would not,
at the present time, be jusiified in forcing
it upon the country. He had heard of
eome parts being in favor of it but believed
that by taking the whole I-lund, a consider-
able majority of the people were strongly
opposed to its being undertaken by the Gov-
ernment  The matter should at least, be
laid over till the nex' weeting of the
Legislature, in order that the people’s views

- might be more correctly ascertained in re-

ference to it. The question hud been
brought before the House wi bout a me-
ments warning, £0 that there had mot beem
time to discuss it as its werits deserved.
He was of p nion that the extent cf the
trade of the country would not warrant the
undertaking of so vast ana expensive a work.
He had a-ked » mail-carrier. to the west of
Summerside, what the uversge uumber of
passe: gers conveyed by hiw was, and was
apswered that it was only ene pa-senger
per week. 1f the people of tle western
part of the Island werz twenty jesrs behiad
Bedeque, as regards improvement znd pros-
perity —and be believed they were—he saw
no reason to justify any (overnmeut in
carrying oOut s0 vast au undertaking,
Even the trade between Charlottetown and
Summerside was not sufficent to keep a
raliway properly emp'oyed, Alter the fall
shipments were over, \here would be scarce-
ly anything left for the railway to carry,
for it was ouly occasionally that farmers ever
trave.led far from bome.

Houn, Mr. PERRY said there was no doubs
that people who lived far from ba:birs
would receive the greate-t benefit from a
railroad; but it was unfuir tor hon mem-
bers, whose constituents had recerved larga
sums Lr dredging and other pubic worlk:,
to oppoee the construe iov of a railway thay
wou'd benefit those who lived 1n the interior,
and did not eujoy the direct advuntages of
good haibors, wharves, & People who
lived far fram shipping places +hould not be
denied an opporiunity to impreve their con-
dition any wore than those who hived near
pavigable rivers and goed harbms. He
had attended two meeting in the First Dis.
trict of Frives County, uud foued that the
people there were fuily prepared 1o support
the building of & ravroad, and to be taxed
for the cost of iis comstruction - The peo-
ple there were in earnest, and desired ways
aud means t) deve'op their resources, §f
tte whole Revenue of the Coony were
spent in waeadawizing the common ro.ds,
the means of travsport would not then be
up o the requircwents ot the couatry.
He had attended a mesting i Ra-tico the
oiber evening, and found that the majority
of the peopie were oppesed (0 8 rui way, be-
cause they lived near a pretty gved harbor,
where they could thip their pioduce. The
people bad come to the # ectivg deiermined
to oppose the rai'road, and would not listen
to any party who spoke in favor of it; but
there wus no doubt the pcople of the back
cettlements would allow their representatives
to take up the subject and ascertain whet
the cost of bwldiig it wonid ve. When
the question of eontiructing railways was
first agitated in other coun ries, 1t hud al-
ways met with. the wost viclent o, position,
but aftor a time the peop e dizeovered thas
the advantages which they derived from
railroads were indispensable. bt was be-
yond a doubt that a ralinay would be ome
of the best means of developi g the resources
of .such 2 eouniry as this, where there was
such a large quanticy of wood to be sent to
market, and such vast qua .tities ¢! himestone
imporied for the use of farmers who lived
far from harbors azd shipping places If
our farmers enjoyed the advauiage of a rail-
way, their property would, be beiicved, ic-
jocrease in value 100 per eent, They
would thus be in a better pesitior to pay
their taxes, and the Colony would derive a
larger revenue. He did not suppose it
would lessen the expenditare ou our publie
yoads te apy extent, lor ¥ thousands of
pounds were spent vpen thew every year,
they would not be good efter a'l. Many
poris of the Island were far hium beds of
mussel-nmud sad otber kinds of wanure,
but, with the advautages of a railroad, it
might be transported to those inierior dis-
triets for the purpose of eurichivg 'ue farms.
Without this means of eonveyauce farmers
woeld, in mapy cases, be obizel to haul
mapure ten or fifieen miles, or do withous
it, to the impoverishment of tucir farme.
"The hon. member for Tryon had siated thas
to the westward of Suwmersue the mail-
earrier bad, on the average, ouiy one pas-
cenger per aveek. He (lou, Mr. P.) dd
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