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government.” Vol. 4, p. 150. - Now, this ex officio. prosecu-
tion has been issued against me for “publishing, or cayising
to be published,” analleged libel, which was never printed,
against Sir Henry and his Ixecutive Council, who are not
exactly the “ Kiog and his Government,” howsoever much
they would like to be thought so; and, gentlemen, by the
oaths you have this day taken, agreeably to the high a,utho.my
of Blackstoue, you cannet return a verdict of ‘guilty’ against
me, in this attempt to realize the fable of the frog and the OX.
Attempts have been made by despotie governors and their
sycophantic lixecutive Councils, to introduce ex gfficio prose-
cutions into the Colonies; and it would have been strange
had supple Judges not occasionally been found to sanction
the itlegal proceedings—proceedings, “few and far between,’
which have invariably been quashed by the independence
of juries. In the old Colonies ! only recollect one attempt
of the sort, which was in New York—of course, before the
revelution, which- attempts of that sort always hasten. A
Printer of the name of Zenger had printed and published an
alleged libel, for which. he was prosecuted by ez officio, and
saved by the jury, who were determined that that un_lawful
badge of slavery should not be entailed npon their children.
. During a residence of 25 years in the Colonies, 1 have only
known three ex officio attempts. to deprive a person of the be-
nefit of 4 grand jury upon a: criminal charge, of which this
is the third, and 1 believe the first in this Colony. The other
two to which Lallude were, one in: New Brunswick two years
ago, against the editor of the St. John Chronicle, for an al-
leged libel printed and published against Sir Jonn Harvey.
The crown lawyers, who cannot sometimes see mueh be-
yond their noses, thought the “common law?” established
their right to do so, which was contrary to the opinion of
Sir John’s best frieuds.. The verdict was unfavourable to
Sir John, as almost every body had surmised. 'The other
ease oceurred many years ago, when I was in the West ln-
dies ; and at this distance of time I do not exactly recollect
the eircumstances of the case ; 1 rather think it occurred
in the Island of St. Kitts, but am not positive.—The party
prosecuted procyred from England the opinioas of some of
the most eminent kawyers upon the subject, and those opin-
ions being unfavourable to the colonial exercise of ex officio
power, the prosecution, 1 heard it said, {"ell upon that ground
alone,

In the stormy political period which preceded and ac-
eompanied the late unhappy disturbances in the Canadas,
notwithstanding the unbounded scurrility of'the opposition
press, which even threatened the integrity of the empire;
and notwithstanding that the criminal law of Eingland had
been transferred to Canada by express statute, yet I never
heard of a single ex officto being used for political libel in
either of the Provinces; and simply because it is unlawfuj
so todo. Nay,so cautious were the Crown lawyers of con-
miiting themselves, that Mr. Ogden, the Attorney General,
a man of great talentand learning, would not, in any in-
stance, proceed against persons accused even of active sedi-
tion, until his hands were fortified with affidavits, just as that

s ad oibblE I 'the the trial of: the seven Bishops, previously quoted,’
fpucelier R PUlChdS'(:{(.}F:l\. ‘ :2(?(::1[1);): the Second’s time, Judge 'Po[zve!lljsaid, to g‘mk? it a
‘1; ,B hbel, it tnust be false and mz_ilicio‘tts;” and deelared tha_t, as
he saw no falsechood or malice in it, that it was no libel.
Therefore, gentlemen, having quoted to you,l believe, quite as
many and as high opinions in favour of receiving the truth’in
iusti'ﬁcaliou of alleged lible, as the Solicitor General has

pablished by some other >
sipply of it in the common way of trade, and that
Wakefield’s imprisonthent, he had forbidden the sale.
evident that had his shopinan, for whose acts he was legally
responsible, sold a -printed copy of it, he - would then
have been found guilty, and m;ul), agr?enbly to Lorld li)el"’-

am’s express Jaration, would not be so, even had his |] £ _
I:I::;‘nan;;pslgl(; :)lr?;.ldl'l‘her,cfbre, gentlemen, agreeably to this \ done on'tlyl_e colrftl'a;;)f.mgg., n‘pon ‘tc}i"a-ttsc(?mtulm’lﬁ you (:z?z:;i)t
high authority, you caunot, on the oaths you h_zwe tI!xs day ' do otherll“ llse l{_lﬁm ;ll:‘%m' -lt x{c_l[l ic glnlilg:egli]’l 5, e?p(;(,i-mﬂ"f
taken, find me guilty for a.copy o'fthc resolution being d?- as the truth ofthe charge is taeitly admit n the m» )
posited snugly in the Islander oﬁlge. But Lqrtl Denham’s | tion. i g i Lk ﬁ)l'rvie;‘l .8 5 R, . Bl
quotation applies to my case wnh' double force. Nohr?dy, \Vhatevel. r‘n.ay 151 Xe\ ! dy A ofJB E :1 ly[‘ ds
even in 1798, a dangerous period of the French Revolution, | knows that ll.lb‘ uo':w t‘u. prou pfl.l\ll eg,t f':ll ish .s]u I-JG[ S,
ever dreamed of prosecuting the shopman, the servant \‘vh.o | freely to.e).(ple.s.s.t en fnpn.nnus n t le.m;:sl o v u[elu‘lulels, he
issued the prohibited article against the commands of his | thpse opiuions v ight or ,wpo_llg;, tfue or :; se., olll«_-,nzls‘e: \v‘e
master. Now, 1 am the servant, the ])uid.sel‘vzmt,.of my con- would.be slav_us to the pl}bhc&s‘elvantsz asiqundplj > l(l: .'EIV(H.ltS
stituents, and carried the Resolution in question to the | are doing their best to l.enfl}e; us hlgletng hay. .ttmﬂq.u‘;:
Printing Offices, while in session, in-obedience to the com-|as n!)surd'to nm.ke it actionable to discuss-the meri ?‘ r

0 merits_of public_servants, as it would. be for a thief caught

ands of my masters; therefore, if the Attorney General » s it : f ¢
:ll':«llllxtxl(ft c{hog’se to“briri’g his pros,ecmion against I}{)e princi-{in the fact to sue a man f'ox"lxhel, l.)«fcause he yv;!s ;;vx.(]lex'lge
pals in the transaction, he should not have meddled with it| that he saw him stealing.” The circumstance of rl]le,n”‘",a:
at all. T.would not trespass further on your time, ;hy en- | not allowing the defendant to PEoYS t!]evm‘nh ofht ea etve.

deavouring to prove that publication and non-publication libel, has just had the eﬂe_ct which might lmve} | eefl% al[] tBICI-t
are convertible terms ;. but 1 cannot omit quoting ot in-| pated. Ao the absence of all Statute law to the g !egf ln
stance, where the law officers supposed. that the circum- | the defendant cannot be allowed to prove the .nm‘)qo n;
stance of a man having an obnoxious political pamphlet in | eharge, juries f'ollo_w the dictates of their (fonsmeﬂ‘.‘?lh" ziﬂt

his possession for sale, would warrant a prosecution, 'l?e-, refuse to find a_ man gmlt){, and c_nns:gq hun‘t.o pl;;lls :n:; o%'
cause the case powerfully exhibits the dreadful .respnnsnlnlny {for having told the trul_h; so that, in point O-f' ;lét’(,]fe ld lied
which must rest upon the heads of that jury which firstestab- [libel which we are acting upon to day hns-, mi ng d“t( ’f("n‘m
lishes a precedent for proceedings so despotic and anconsti- | a natural (leath,. [Here the (lefelldgn’; real ﬁx‘lra_c s lﬁ~

tutional as ex officio infornations. It was about the time of | Lord Campbell’s and Lord Brougham’s speec m(s} in Fo‘n'.l—
Hone’s trial for publishing an alleged blasphemous and pol_l- mutiox} of his st:_\tement.] 1 am sorry to sux, rent elr;cn,
tical libel, that Robert Swindells, a man who had served his | there is more of personal feeling in this ])I’OSHCI:IEIOH_ t 1?11
country, endeavoured to eke out a scanty sul‘)SI:‘ttence for | public. ul_llny. Ym{ n‘myﬂfmve_ohsel‘ve(l lhn.t paltles-m‘ }t e
himself, hts wife and two children, by the sale of a fes cheap | House of Assembly are 13 and 11.. OF the 13, not less thfl:l
books and pamphlets. In the middle of a bitter, winter 11 have received. uppmntmen.ts——-lo of them |_nvolv!?,0:' suf-,
night, this man’s cottage was invaded by some bratal bai- | ficient emolument to render it an object in this poor coun-
lifts, his little furniture scattered about and injured, anditry ;and of the minority, one, for _servmg_hls.consfltllbl)ls
every description of property ransacked and 1.'nvagerl,' in | agreeably to his conscience and their expectations, 1S fll:ng-
search of the pretended libel. His wife and children were | ged away fromn his home, at a considerable loss lgo_.ll'.l of time
forced, almost naked, into the cold, in order that it ll]lg!x[ be {and money, to answer hc.tore you fm: the most fr;vnlous' po-
ascertained that nothing dangerous to the stability of thé | litical prosecution that disgraces the an.nal.s of‘the British
Government was concealed in the bed—a governinent, re- | Colonies in the present age. The practice in England now
mark you, which had bidden defiance to all the bayouets of | is, if a groundless charge be made against the Governinent,
Buonaparte, only a very few years previously. The wife | for another press—a supporter of‘Govermnent‘——to expose
and one child died in consequence of the ill-usage, cold and | the falsehood of’it,and so no harmis done; andifthe charge
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such a termination to their attack, determined to try another
charge ; and this time they held together so firmly, that the
slives were at first shaken, and finally routed. They fled in
every direction, leaving 50 dead. ~This advantage was deci-
sive, for in a few hours the insurgents had lost all_appear-
ance of organization, and the day was spent in hunting them
down. The next day everything appeared atan end, wheu
intelligence was breught that 150 negroes from the Cardinal
railroad were advancing, §pre_a;hng fire and desl.rucnon on
their passage. They were easily dispersed, and 63 of them

killed. _ After these defeats, the wood and sugar-eane fields

were filled with fugitive negroes, against whom an active
pursuit was instituted. -By a stvmsﬂ@“‘“"““"'s ~the inba--
bitants endeavoured to screen theon as much as possible
from the search that was made, offering them an asylum and ,
pardon. Tranquillity was soon restored in the Bewnbio dis-
trict, but new insurrections were spoken o_f'm the direction
of -Manriquez; where a number of the “fugitives had collect- -
ed. 'The Governor of Matanzas went there with a1 - detach-
ment of Dragoons. Out of 550 negroes engaged in_the re-
volt, 150 or 200 . were either killed ok putan ﬂf)d to them-
selves in the Wwoods. About 100 more were made prisoners.
A Doc KinLep BY A Rar.—In May last Mr. William Moore,
at_Colne-bridge, caught two _large rats in_a trap, and teok
them to Mr. France, a neighbouring publican, who keeps a_
rat-dog. for the destruction of such vermin. When one of
them was let out into a room the dog made a “grab” at it,
but missed his mark, and the rat turning round, bit the dog
on the tongue, which immediately swelled to a great extent,
and the dog died alnost direetly ! Our Colne correspondent
adds—¢This is an actual fact! and can be verified! and 1

think it will rank among the marvellous things which happen
in Yorkshire.”

Ranway Spreep.—The returns given in the report of the
officers of the Railway Department, Board of Trade, show
the average speed upon the various lines, exclusive of stop-
page, as follews ;—London _and Birmingham, 27 miles per
hour ; Great Western, 33; Northern and Eastern, 36 ; North
Midland, 29; Midland * Counties, 28; Birmingham and
Derby, 29; Manchester and Birmingbam, 25; Newcastle
and North Shields, 30; and Chester and Birkenhead, 28.

SCOTCH CHURCH.
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Interim reports were severally given in by Mr. Danlop, I;)r.'
Candlish, and Dr. Chalmers, from the architectural, statis-

alarm of that night, and the other child was sent to the be true, people are just permitted to say on, till the fault ' be
parish workhouse. He was sent to Chester jail, and, like a | amended,.or the subject forgotien  for some more exciting
felon, loaded with 64,1hs. of irons, and after a long deten- { topie.  ‘T'he people of England and, the 'Colomes have no
tion, the Attorney General felt constrained to discharge | written Statute law. to. enable them to discuss the conduet
lim, without trial, and without compensation for the terri- | of Government, ' but .hal‘)ll -has.rendered ity by long usage,
ble injuries he had sustained, without venturing to insult a ) just as much a coqstltllnonal right as any law of the land,
jury by trying to cram down their throats the absurd doe- | and.itis a righl_wlnch cannot be -shn,kcn, or with it must be |
trine that a pamphlet or other work deposited quietly in a}shaken our liberty. Lord Campbell’s new libel law seems
shop amounted to publication. About that period, Swin-|intended to suppress improper att.acks on private charactel',)
dells’s was by no means a singular case, but instead of hav- |and to confirm the right of discussing public affairs. He says |

eminent lawyer Lord Campbell saysthe court of Queen’s
Bench always'is in ISngland, before it will grantan informa-
tion, but which has not been attended to by this courtin the
present instance. ~ The reasons for muzzling the press and

stifling the voice of public opinion by this proserution, are |

too well known here for me to enlarge upon’ and that the

government of this small eolony should have so hastily

grasped at the royal prerogative, only verifies the saying; that
¢ Fools rush in where angels fear to tread.”

1 shall now consider the matter of publication. Lord Camp-
bell, in asking for a committee in the House of Lords, to
consider the passing of a libel law, describes the existing
practice (for you will observe, gentlemen, written law there is
none) to be exceedingly unsatisfactory, vague, uncertain and
aneffeclive.  Almost any thing, in times long past, has been
held to be publication—a person has -been accused of pub-
lishing a libel by repeating what he had heard, by laughing
at, and I am not sure but by listening to, a jestat the expense
of Government. Positive statute law upon the subject there
is none; and precedents drawn from the decisions of tyran-
nieal judges and ignorant juries may be found in English
Jegal history to consider alinost any thing a'libel. But pre-
cedents, and especially precedents such as those, you will
recollect you are not bound by your oath to follow ; and in
the absence of all positive law upen the subject, how silly,
how absurd and how wicked it is, to endeavour to force
those opinions into legal praetice now-a-days. So daring
an attempt to violate British liberty, as the celebrated orator
Sheridan said in the House of Commong, would be tanta-
mount to a dissolution of the secial comipact, and the people
might constitutionally proceed to remodel their form of go-
vernment—it might create revolution in Britain and rebel-
lion in ‘North America. At preseat, by publication isun-
derstood, papers or books printed and circulated among the
people ; and whatever ‘precedent may be drawn from what
is called common law, that only can be considered publica-
tien of stich a matter as a political libel.  So latéely as Lord
Liverpool’s administration, judges held that even te carry
letters to a post office would be sufficient to eonvict; hut be
it remarked, all those letters alluded to had been priuted
and circulated among the people; and if any crown prosecu-
tion of a recent date can be pointed out which has been en-
tered upon a written document having been seen only by three
persons, until it, or a copy, fell into the hands of the Attorney
General to prosecute upon, like the present action, I shall
merely say it is a gross abuse of power.

As Lpreviously remarked, 1 do not recollect of the British
Government having presecuted by ex officio for alleged libel
for the last twenty years; and gentlemen, agreeul)l\\/ to the
oath vou have this day taken, you cannot conscientiously say
that the Resolution was published—that is, made public—-
because 1 feel certain that not one of you knew what it was
until you entered the jury box." Nay, so far from having
been published, you may have seen by a late Herald, that it
—a paper which has never taken part against the people—
dares not yet venture to enlighten the public upon the sub-
Jeet matter of the prosecution—a political condition worthy
of the infamous court of Star Chamber, whence ex officios first
issued, or of the secret devices of the Spanish Inquisition.

Indeed, in times not very remote, when newspapers were
not in the hands of every body, news and information of
every sort circulated with extreme slowness among the peo-
ple, and a smaller degree of publicity might not unreason-
ably be held to be an offence than at the present day, when
the state of society is so much changed; and as Lord Camp-
bell says—¢assuredly the common law which existed in
“the time of Richard the Second was not adapted to the
“ wholly nltered circumstances of' the nineteenth century.”
Publieation was anciently held to consist in reading to a
number of people congregated ‘together. For instance, so
lately as James the Second’s time, about 150 years ago,
{when newspapers were not in general circulation,;) when
the seven bishops presented their celebrated petition or

ing the desired effect, they only stimulated the people to a | he “had often been placed in a perpquing situation, when |
more determined opposition. Some of the parties prose- | «asked, as he had often been by foreigners, by what law|
cuted were compelled to attend, and thrown into prison, |« were we enabled to discuss the conduct of the Govern-
hundreds of miles from their honies, and ‘otherwise il-|«ment?” . ln fact, we did. it. without any law, but the com-
treated, ‘and all inflicted- under the irresponsible and arbi-| mon law. of custom. That the people.in the Colonies have
trary authority of ez officio prosecutions, the introduction of | an equal right, has been distinctly and wisely. avowed only
which into the Provinces the colonists have so resolutely | last.inonth by the highest authority in the British Provinces,
resisted.  And if' you do not frown down, by your verdict| and to whose opinion we. must all defer, when he concedes
this day, the audacious attempt now for the first time made | the rights of the people—l mean our able Governor General,
in this Colony, by His'Excellency Sir Henry Vere Huntley,|Sir Charles Metealfe, who stated that ¢fo find fault wilh the
that capital jndge of unflinching impartiality, and his Jixe-| « adminisiration of affuirs is a right always claimed and frecly
cutive Couneil, upon the rights and liberties of the people| « exeraised by ' British subjects.”  So, Gentlemen, it appears,
of this Island, you will earn and merit the deep curse of| upon the authority of the Governor Generaly that British
| your fellow colonists for hanging the fetters of Swindelly| subjects are everywhere -else allowed that “right to find
upon their and their children’s limbs, and then this colony;| fault with the administration of affairs” which is denied us
compared with the rest, would reseinble a crouching slave'| here; and it is surprising how nearly this prosecution has
in the company of erect peerimen, or be like a givdled trunk | gone to establish the truth of the Resolution, that this Colo-
among the vigorous trees of the forest. But, geutlemen, 1| ny is indeed.governed unlike that ‘of every other Colony in
entertain far too high an’ opinion of your sense of justice, ) British North America. It is by no means elear that the Re-
‘and what is this day expected from you, as the guardiang | solution. alludes to the Lieat. Governor and his Executive
of the liberties of British si’lbjects, than to suppose, for a sin- | Council. It seems to he aimed en[ire]y at the undue influ-
ale moment, that you would supersede the harmless and {ence which the people generally understand to be possessed
beneficial use of the tongue and pen for the knife of the | at the Colonial Office by the proprietors,

Spaniard or the rifle of the backwoodsman, which must| 1 .may remark in conclusion,that I shall sumupa few rea-
inevitably follow the sippression of fre¢ discussion.. Upop | sons for a- verdict in my favour; and 1 beg to state, that the
Hone’s trial, it was strongly urged that the prosecutor ina | verdict of acquittal and justice which you will record forne,
case of alleged political libel should take care that he hini- | will instantly allay the excessive and unprecedented excite-
self were free from stain. Hone was permitted by Lord | nent which at present prevails in the community, by a peo-
Bllenborough’ (who disliked him and his principles) ‘to ad-1 ple justly alaimed for their rights and privileges as. British

ges
dress the jury upon that ground. This action, then, is gé-!subjects—an excitement wholly caused by this prosecution.
neratly understood to have been-entered against me by the

This, gentlemen, is the Islander of the 17th March, contain-

Lieutenant Governor, acting probably by the interested ad-|ing the Resolutions passed at the New: London meeting, two
vice of party or personal malice, but’ I consider himto be{excepted, which the printer says he ¢ declined to publish,”
morally respongible. Hone, very reasonably, thoughtit hard | one of the two being that for which. I now stand here charged
that Mr. Canning, whe had wiitten a political pavody on the | with publishing, althongh it has never appeared in print;and
Bible, should be one of a ministry to prosecute him for wri- [ when you have read other two, one of which requests my
ting a parody on the Boolk of Common Prayer, so, gentle- | colleague and me to present the petition to the House of :As-
men, 1 deem it very hard to be' prosecuted for obeying my | sembly, and the other directs that.all the Resolutions shall
constituents, in the exercise of our undoubted constitutional | he sent to each of the Newspapers, for publication, 1 beg of
right, and at what would otherwise have been no‘more than | you to say, by the oaths whieh you have taken this day, if 1
a bit of waste paper trumped up intoa criminal prosecution | could have done otherwise than 1 did, or, than each-of your-
for libel, while he (Sir Henry), last year, wrote, printed and | selves would bave done, had you been.in my place?
published a series of libels ‘upon the majority’ of the late | = Reasons for a verdict in my favour—That the prosecution
House of Assembly. [Here the Chiel Justice interrupted | jsan unconstitutional violation of the rights of British subjects
the defendant, stating that species of argument was ifi-| —That my. privilege has been infringed.—That the Govern-
admissible.] - Hone was permitted by Lord Ellenbo-|ment must have intended to infringe upon the privileges of
rough to' make a similar defence, but'L do not wish to |the House of Assembly, otherwise the mover and seconder
persist, and will submit to the decision of the court. Gen-|of the Resolution would have been prosecuted instead: of
tletnen, I am prepared to prove, that you have to decide up-| me—That the ez officio mode of proceeding for political libel
on whether the Resolution be a libel or not, as well’as upon | is discontinued in England, and never has been practised in
the publication ; but as that point has been conceded by the | the Colonies, where it is submitted to be wholly unconstitu-
Solicitor-General, 1shall pass it over. Regarding the truth | tional and illegal—That the alleged libel was never printed
oi falsehood of an alleged libel, T may remark, that the rules | or published, in the present acceptation of the term—That
of the English Courts, which 'those of this country pretend | having a right to find fault with the administration of affairs,
to follow, will not allow a eriminal prosecution to be filed,if'| the Resolution is ne libel, hut the exercise of a constitution-
the defendant be enabled by affidavits to establish the truth | 4] right=—That it is not seditious—That the truth of it is not
of his charge, as appears from Lord Campbell’s speech in | denied—That no malice has been proved or alleged.
the House of Lords. The  AtrorNny GENErAL replied,-and the Chief Justice

The Crier Justice remarked, that perhaps Mr. Mac- | having summed up, the Jury retired for about an hour ard three
lean was not aware that there were two methods of pro-|guarters, when, as stated in onr last, they returned a verdict
ceeding by information ; and that when the ‘Attorney Gene- | of ¢« Guilty”’ against the defendant.. As we before stated the
ral filed an information upon his own responsibility and au=| defendant is not to- he bronght up for judgment untill the re-
thority, as he had done in the present instance, affidavits | sult of his memorial to. Lord Stanley on the subject of this
were not required. Rl prosecution is known. ;

Mr. MacLean continued, it might be so, but Lord Camp-| " We shall endeavour to give the ‘Attorney ‘General’s reply,
bell makes no- distinction. . There is no written law or| 3nd the Chief Justice’s address fo the Jury in our next. ;
enactment which declares that the truth must not be receiv-

ed in justification, and the present custom of refusing it has
rendered the existing law of libel totally-inoperative. . Com-
mon, law . is merely a reference to!previousi decisions of
Judges and Juries; which bear upon ;the case in point; but
nojury is obliged by the oath they take to receive the opinions
of former juriesas law upon the subject ; and in matters of

. TuE Revort iv Cusa.—On the night of March 27, about
400 negroes, belonging to, the several sugar plantations in
the Bemboo district, rose to'execute a plan which they had
conceived of kiliing, the masters and burmng their habita-
tions. The slaughter was commenced in the Penalvés plan-

remonstrance, it was only in the presence of'such attendants
as a monarch generally has in his private cabineét ; and had |
he allowed it to remain there, he could not, consistently with |
the ideas even of those times, have prosecuted them for
what he was pleased to allege was a libel ; but in an evil
hour for himself'and his family, he called them before his
Council, and the Bishops having there admitted the paper
to be theirs, that was counsidered sufficient publicity for him
to commenee an ex officio prosecution wupon, which for ever’
sealed the fate of the unfortunate Stewart dynasty.

Lord Denham, in his spéech upon the law of libel, in the
House of Lords, on the 19th Feby. last,; mentions a case
which I presume was prosecuted in the regular way by grand
jury indictment. It is as follows :— : i

“In 1798, Mr. J. Johnson, of St. Paul’s Churehyard, was
“convicted of publishing a libel, because his shopman had
“sold a pamphlet written and published by Mr. Gilbert
“ Wakeficld, which pamphlet he had refused to publish, and
“he had given orders that it should not be sold at his shop.
“ His shopman, however, sold a copy of it, against his ex-
#press prohibition, by mere accident, and thus a respecta-
“ble man was sent 1o prison for ¢ight months, hecause, in
#the eye of the law, he was considered the publisher of the
“libel. This would not be the case at the present time ; still it
“was desirable there should be no doubt or risk upon the
“subject.” Upon this I would remark, that an accidental
sale 1 do not pretend to understand, bat it is abundantly

common law, as it is called, they may therefore follow the
dictates of their conscience, without being tied down hy sta-
tute law to decide agreeably to Act of Parliament. Andin
so far as the common law of criminal libel is concerned,
nearly as many opinions may be quoted in favour of receiving
the truth in justification as the reverse ;. and therefore, if you
be satisfied of the truth of the Resolution, you may, agreeably
to your oaths, return a verdict of not guilty, upon that ground
alone. Upon this subject;-Lord Campbell, in the debate
before quoted, in the House; of Peers, on the 19th-Feby. last
says—*¢ The criminal law Comiissioners had given it as

tation, at 1 o’clock ia the morning, by the murder  of three
persous, viz,, the linglish engineer and his two assistants, ht
was the mament of relieving the watchmen, and the alarm
being given, the great bulk of the persons employed got safe
off., ‘The insurgents immediately made for the Louisa plan-
tation, where they expected to be joined by other slaves; but
the alarm had been given there also, and only three persons
perished. . Thence they advanced in military order, elad in
their holyday clothes, with. colours flying, aud; holding lea-
ther shields to keep off the balls, . They thus proceeded to
the Aquilar property, all the inhabitants of which were pro-
“their opinien, that, in order to make a libel imlictable,itiscribe(l. They were saved by the presence of mind of a
% must be false as well as libellous.  1n 1705, Lord Holt laid | faithful negress, who came outand persuaded the insurgents
“down the law to the same effect.” “In the casesof King | that they would lose their time in going farther, asher mas-
“ . Finnerty, and in that' of Siv . Burdett, it had been de- | ter had fled.  They then turned aside, and dispersed them-
“cided that the truth could not be received in mitigation of | selves through the surrounding country, pillaging and burn-
“punishment.. By such a rule, the law confounded those | ing all the plantations. - As soon as the first burst of terror
“ who were guilty, and who ought to experience. certain | had passed over, the inhabitants, who had fled, armed such
¢« punishment, with those who had not incurred any moral |of their negroes as had remained faithful, and repaired in
¢ guilt, but bad only stated what was the truth, - Mr. Starkie; | small troops towards Bemno, where in a short time about
“who was' placed at the head of'the law commissioners, had, | 150 -men were assembled. The insurgents soon came to
“in his admirable treatise on the law, ef evidence, given it as | the place, siuging songs of triumph, and when they had ad-
“his opiniion that, in the present state of the law, no jury | vanced tolerably close to the village, the whites although
“could punish a libeller, except on the supposition that the | imperfectly armed, charged them., The insurgents resisted
“libel was proved”’—that is, proved to be false. - It is havdly | the shock, and in their turn making a dash forced the whites
worth while'ta quote the opinion of Judges before the Reve-  to retreat. . The latter again attacked, but were repulsed with

clear, that after Wakefield’s celebrated pamphlet had been

lution of 1688, when their officés were dependent upon the | loss; - The insurgents then obtained possession of the village,
will and caprice of the Goyerament ; but it is remarkable,

|
and set fire to some of the houses, The whites, ashamed of

tical, and financial sections of committees. ‘ "
Mr. Duscop detailed the progress that had been made re-
gdrding ‘the arrangements for church building. He said
that several different plans of churches had been agreed on
as applicable to differeut circumstances and localities ; for
instance, buildings of brick and wood, ef which the new.
erection in Lothian-road is a specimen, and of'stone in s0ne.
districts where that material is cheap, and where the cli-
mate is too moist for using any other material, It had been
resolved to adhere to these plans in every locality, whether
poor or rich,and not to erect more expensive or ormamental
bufldings ‘snywhere, at least till once ' there should be a
chiurch in every place where one was needed. Butowing
to the opposition of the landlordsin some parishes no stance
for a free chureh could be-obtained, and to meet such cases
it was proposed to build moveable tents, not weighing above
four cwt., which might contain 400 or 500 sitters, and be
shifted from ‘place to place, as need might be. Even this
expedient could not be adepted in-some places where no
footing on the land could be found for free ministers and
congregations. Still they would not be baffled even in stich
cases. It was proposed to procure old ships, or' smaller
decked vessels, which might be anchored in the docks and
rivers, where the gospel might be preached to the people.
Many ministers would be obhged to leave the parishes in
which they had been located for want of a stationary place
of worship, and to meve about with their families in yachts~
from Island to Island, and from shore to shore, preaching
to the people, who might otherwise never hear the message
of salvation. 1oy
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We subjoin a few articles of intelligence received by
the English' Mail, which came by way of Georgatown, -
in addition to those which appeared in our Extra of
Tuesday last: :
¢ Loxpon, June 19.

Facrory BinL.—On the 16th inst. Sir James Graham
announced to the House of Commons his intention to
abandon the educationdl clauses of the Factory Bill.

Canapa Corn Bir.—On the same eveuing Lord
Stanley moved . the third reading of the Canada Flour
Bill. After some unimportant ohservations, the House
divided, when there appeared for the the third reading
150, against it 75; majority 75. s

The state of Ireland is, if anything, less critical than
it was a few days ago, and Mr. O’Connell appears to
feel less inclined to hazard any very strong opposition
to the Government, seeing that it isdetermined to act
with energy and promptitude, should circumstances call
for its interference. L

The revenue of the Cuastoms at Liverpool continues to
improve. The receipts, in May, exceeded by £30,000
those of the corresponding month last year. )

Dr. Cuaumers.—Dr, Chalmers has sent in his resig-
nation of the office of Professor of Theology in the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh. The late unhappy secession {rom
the established church of Scotland: has led to this step
on the part of Dr. Chalmers, “who 'states in his letter of
resignation- that in the altered position of affairs he can
no longer retain the office which he has held for 15
years.

The Repeal Association of Duablin has declined to
haye any connection with, or assistance from, the Lon-
don :Chartists and Feargus O'Connor, who tendered
their services to:them. ; ?

A large baz; supposed to contain the English mail for Mira.
michi, having been put on board the Georgetown Packet ‘at
Pictou, on ‘her last trip, and from ‘Georgetown forwarded to
the Post ‘Office in Charlottetown, the Directors of the Steam
Boat Company, to prevent any inconveniency that might arise
from  its detention, dispatched ‘the St. George yesterday
morning to Miramichi, for the express purpose of landing the
mail at that place. . It is not, however, from' this, to be infer-
red, that the Directors have any intention of altering their
previous  resolution to withdraw her from the Miramichi voy-
age, after the service in which she 1s now engaged is per-
formed. Itis inténded; we believe, that she shall ply ‘twice
a week between Charlottetown and Pictou for the remainder
of the season. _ sl

We ‘copy the following remarks from the Miramichi' Glean-
er of the 30th ult.— : ; X S

¢ The Steamer St. George arrived th_\s morning at half pastseven
o'elock. It will be'seen by an advertisement in another column,
that this is to be her last trip. The Directois having receiveda
communication from the Lieutenant Governor of this Province,
stating that the Attorney and Solicitor Generals have given it a3
theiropinion, that ¢ the Company has neither a legal or an equita-
ble claim to any support from the Government of New Brunswick,
for the services she has performed,” have therefore come to_the
decision’to take the boat off the line; - Both'these learned g“end‘r
men took a very warmi part in the debate’ which originated in/the
Council last session, on a Resolution having passed the Assembly,
granting a sum of money for the time'the 8t. George was ooceuplel
on the route last year; and to the hostility of these gentlemen,
we understood at the time, the loss-of the grant was mainly to e
auributed ; but, notwithstanding, from the efficiency of the boat
and the regular and satisfactory manner in which all her engage-
ments have been fulfilled,—which these gentlemen could. mot




