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ADAM BIDE.

CHAPTER XXV1.
(Continued. )

By this time Molly had ¢come with bonnet
and shawl,aud s soon as she had taken Totty,
Adam placed the locket in Hetty’s hand.
She took it with an air of indifference, and
put it in her pocket; in her heart, vexed
and angry with Adam because he bad seen
ir,but determined now that she would show
no more sings of egitation.

‘See,” she said, ‘they’re taking their

places to dance; let us go.’

Adam sz8sented silently. A puzz'ed
alarm bad taken poisession of him. Had
Hetty a lover he didn’t kaow of ! —for none
of her relations, he was sure, would give
her a lccket like that; and none of her ad-
mirers, with whom he was acquainted, was
in the position of an accepted lover, as the
giver of that locket must be. Adam was
lost in the utter impossibility of finding any
person for his fears to alight on; he could
ouly feel with a terrible pang that there was
something in Hetty’s life unknown to him;
that while he had been rocking himself in

tha hope that she would come to love !
another. |

him, she was already loving
The pleasure of the dance with Hetty

was gone; his eyes, when they
rested on her, had an uneasy ques-|
tioning expression in them; he could

think of nothing to say to her; and she,
too, was out of temper and disinclined to
speak. They were both glad when the
dance wes ended, .

Adam was datermined to stay no longer;

no one wanted him, and no one wonld

‘motice it he slipped away. As soon as. he

'got out of doors he began to walk at his

habitual rapid pace, hurrying along without
knowing why, busy with the painful
thought that the memory of this day, so
full of honor and promise to him, was
poisoned forever, Suddenly, when he was
far ou throngh the Chase, he stopped,
started by a flash of reviving hope. After
all, he might be a fool, mskiog a grea:
misery out of a trifle. Hetty, fond of
linery as sbe was, might have bought the
thing herseif. It looked too expensive for
that—it looked like the things on white
satin in the great jeweler's shop at Rosse-
ter.  But Acdam had very imperfect notions
of the value of such things, and he thought
(it could certainly not cost more than a
guinea. Perhaps Hetty had had as much
a8 that in Chrisunas boxes, and there was
{no knowing but she might have been child-
lish enough to spend it in that way; she was
such a young thing, and she couldn’t hel

loving finery ! But then, why had she
Feen so frightened about it at first, and
changed color so, and afierwards pretended
not to care 1 Oh, that was because che was
‘ashamed of his seeing that she had such a
smart thing—she was conscious ihat it was
{wrong for her to spend her money on
{it, and she knew that Adam disap-
iproved of finery. It was a proof she cared

{about what he liked and disliked. She
gravity afterward that he was very much
displeased with her, that Le was inclined to
And as he walked on more quietly, chewing
the cud of his new hope, his only uneasiness
{might chill Hetty's feelings toward him.
{For this last view of the matter must be
accepted lover, quite unknown to him?
{She was never away from her uncle’s house
;ucqunintances that did not come there, and
, intimacies unknown to her uncle and
{locket was given to her by a lover. The
Ilitllu ring of dark hair he felt sure was her
lhalr under it, for he had not seen it very
jdistinetly. It might be a bit of her father’s
child, and she would naturally put a bit of
{ her own along with it,
y having woven for himself an ingenious web
{of probabilities—the svrest screen a wise
{truth. His last waking thoughts melted
jinto a dream, that he was with Hetty again
{her to forgive him for being so cold an
ilent,
?
| was leading Hetty to the dance, and saying
,the wood the day after to-morrow at seven;
jcome as early as you can’ And Helty's

!must have thought from his silence and
be harsh and severe toward her foibles.
jwas that he had behaved in a way that
‘the true ome. How could Hetty have an
{for more than a day; she could have no
no
jaunt. It would be folly to believe that the
{own; he could form no gness about the light
;or mother’s, who had died when she was a
| And so Adam went to bed comforted,
jman can place between himself and the
fat the Hall Farm, and that he was asking
| 81

Aund while he was dreaming this, Arthur
{to her in low hurried tones, ‘Ishall be in
{ foolish joys and hopes,which had flown away

for a little space,scared by a mere nnth’ng;I

tnow all came fluttering back, uncovscicus
jof the real peril. She was happy for the
first time this long day, and wished that
dance would last for hours. Arthur wished
|1t too; it was the last weakness he meant to
lindulge in; and a man never lies with more
| delicious languor under the influence of a
' passion, than when he has persuaded hiwm-
! self that he shall subdue it to-morrow,
|  But Mrs. Poyser’s wishes was quite the
{reverse of this, for her mind was filled with
(dreary foreboding as to the retardation of
| to-morrow morning's cheese in consequence
of these late hours. Now that Hetty had
done her duty and danced one dance with
the young Squire, Mr. Poyser must go out
and see if the cart was come back to feteh
them, for it was half past ten o'clock, and
juotwithstanding a mi'd svuggestion on his
part that it would be bad manuers for them
|to be the first to go, Mrs. Poyser was
resolute on the point, ‘manneis or no
“manners.’
[ ‘What, going already, Mrs Poyser?
said old Mr. Donnithorne, as she came to
courtesy and take leave; I thought we
;should not part with any of our guests till
eleven ; Mrs. Trwine and I, who are elderly
people, think of sitting out the dance tiil
then,’

*Oh, your honor, it’s all righ and preper
for geutlefo'ks to stay up by candle-licht—
they’ve go® no cheece on their minds. We'ie
la e enough as it is, an re’s no lettin’
Uic cows kuow as they musta's want to be

t
1

milked so early to-morrow mornin’. Se, if
you'll please t’ excuse us, we’ll take our
leave.’

‘Eh " she said to her husband, as they
set off in the cart, ‘I’d sooner ha' brewin’
day and washin’ day together than one o’
these pleagucin’ days. There's no work so
tirin’ as danglin’ about an’ starin’ an’ not
rightly knowin’ what you're goin’
to do mext; an’ keepin’ your face ¥
smilin’ order like a grocer o' market day,
for fear people shouldpa think yen civil
enough. An’ you've nothing to show for't
when it’s done, if it isn’t a yallow face wi’
eatin’ things as disagree.’

‘ Nay, nay,’ said Mr. Poyser, who was in
his merriest mood, and felt that he had had
a great day, ‘a bit o’ pleasuring’s good fer
thee sumetimes. An’ thee danc'st as well
as any of ‘em, for I'll back thee against all
the wives i’ the parish for a light foot an’
ankle. An’ it was a great honor for the
young Squire to ask thee first—1I reckon it
was because I sat at th’ head o’ th’ table an’
made the speech. An’ Hetly, too—she
never had such a pariner before—a fine
young gentleman in reg'mentals. It’l]
serve you to talk on, Hetty, when you're
an ¢ld woman—how you danced wi’ the
young Squire, the day he come o’ age.’

(To be econtinued.)

LETTERS T0 ThHi EDITOR,
| MANITOBA.

1

| False Reports Met by Facts.

INTERESTING LETTER FROM REV. W.
COLPITTS,

SIR,— According to stiputation I should
have written ere this, but everythirg has
becn gliding along so quietly out here ia
this **Prairie Province,” that I ecarcely saw
anything of importance to communicate
that would be of interest to the gewcrsl
public. But last night, in one of my esstcrn
papers, I saw some extrects from an artic,
wri‘ten it is said, by an Erglish woman in
Manitoba. The article appeared m Al the
Year Round, was copied into Littell's Living
Age, and 8o 18 going rovnd. It is the
old story, with variations.” The mustard
pot froze within a foot of the stove—her
husband frequently came in from the stock-
yard with his nose frezen—frost bitten
limbs have frequently to be amputated;
one wan's frozen ear dropped 1mto his
hand, and horrible to relate scmetimes
fr-zen extremities enapped off. Now, Mr.
Editor, I have been most of two winters
here, and have travelled over a considerable
portion of this Provines, and I have yet to
find the man who has lost tces or noee,
fingers or ears, or any other extremity by
frost bite. I go further, and ask for a
single case of the kind within the last four
years where the subject was perfectly sober.
That sometimes, in the earlier days, when
seitlements were a long way apart, that
wen have lost their way avd have been
more or less frozen, is more than likely.
| Here I+t me give your rcadersa few
facts. I travelled last winter in one of the
worst blizzards we had,thirteen,miles to at-
tend a funeral,and came five back again and
had no frost bite. 1 drove sixteen miles
[two Sabatths ago, snd it was the coldest
‘day we have had this winter; facing the
‘wind too, and was sufliciently warm at the
end of the journey to unharness wmy team,
Elanket, and stable it ere coming to the
house to warm. Are all the ccuntry par-
son’s on P. E. Island prepared to say as
=much for your climate ! But would you
i believe it, sir, the cold is not the worst.

THE MOSQUITOS.
{Ah ! that one word breathes a whole
{volume of Fox’s Book of Martyrs. 'There
!are mosquitos here it is true, but again to
{fact. Two of us,ministers, accoinpanied by
our wives, drove last June to Branden,
Iacroas the prairie, 1560 miles, in the height
{ of moequito time, camping out sometimes
{beside lzkes, feeding the horses on the
{long grass, and though I had a bottle of
| mosquito oil with me, the eflicacy of which
{I had proved when fishing in New Bruns-
{ wick.1 never used a drop of it on the entire
itrip. A neighbor remarked to we the other
{day that no country had been
80 LIED ABOUT

|as Manitoba. Toread some descriptions of
{it one would think that it was dangerous
{to live in it lesi a man would
look  for no other paradise, read
jother descriptions and it would be sup-
posed that no other purgatory would be
needed.

WESLEY

|

THE COUNTRY I8 GOOD.

The climate, taken all in all, is, I am
| persuaded, to most persons as epjoyable as
‘any in the Dominion, excepting perhaps
! British Columbia. And it is remarkable
how many that have left Manitoba have
embraced the carliest opportunity to return
'—until it has grown to be a proverb “that
he that drinks of the Red River will return
'to drink of it again.”
| THE AGITATION
‘of last winter is fast subsiding. Trade is
getting down to a fair basis. Men that
stalked around with their bLands in their
pockets waiting for a “boom” are getting to
work. Many that were lifted on the wave
are now down in the trough of the sea and
are finding their heads ; tictious prices are
past. A man could ccme ont here now
with a thousand dollars or fifteen hundred
and do far better than go further west and
homestead. Land broken and market near,
lumber for buiiding cheap, chuiches and
schools within reach. To a good, careful,
energetic man, wanting land for hiwself
and family, this season offers exceptional
advantages, and tradesmen, too, c¢an do
well ; especially does this apply to black-
simiths, who can do farmers’ work and keep
sober. Wheat is worth 70 cents, oats 30,
beef and pork are not innch higher chan in
P. E I. Steps are being tzken to subwmit,
the Scott Act in ali the counties n this
Province, and there is very little doubt of
its carrying.

w,

Nelson, Mau., Feb.

WesLey COLPITIS,
9, 1880,




