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Instead of our finding allies in the Nova
Reotia, Now Brunswick and Newfoundiang
Delegateswas it miuht have Leep supposed
we would—when advocating the interests of
Prince Edward lsland, we found them close-
Iy united in their views with the Cavadian
ministry; and, in no instance, did one of the
Delegntes of the other Maritime Provinces,
vote in our favor

Although the hon. and learnad gentleman,
Mr. Haviland, hae, this ever ng, displayed
great u'ullr_\'. as a special pleader, in favor
of the Union ; he has pot, in my opinion,
udvanced & single fact or arzument, calcu-
lated te prove that, were we to enter the
Umniem, it would, in any way. be conducive
«ither to our present or future prosperity;
or, in any way, to damage the arguments
advanced, or the position assumed, by those
who oppose it. | give him credit for the
ability which he has displayed in the advo-
vaey of a bad cause; but | cannot refrain
from observing, at the same time, that, bad
be been on our side—the Anti-Unionist side
—and bad he spoken with that happy, ener-
g tie, and fervid flow of eliquence, with
w nich be gpoke against the Union, last ses-
sion, in the House of Assembly he would
have secured us the vietory to night.

[UHon. Mr. Haviland explained that the
ilon. Mr. Coles wag in error in saying that
be (Mr. I ) opposed the Union as now pro-
jected—that 18 Federal Union. What he
opposed, last Session, in the llouse of As-
sembly, was a Legislative Union ]

Hon. Nr.C —In hisadvocacy ¢t the Union,
the hon. and learned gentleman has not indeed
said, as the Hon. Colonial Seer:tary has done,

that the terms of Union proposed to us, are|

just and liberal, but he has said that he s
willing to agecept the terms such as U.u_v are

1, howeyer, Sir—belicving that the terms of |

Union offered to us are meither just nor
liberal, nor in any way as advantageous as
we haye a right to expect they should be

~1 feel it to be a duty unrescrvedly to ex- ||

press my septiments concerning them. Should
the people be in favour of Union—although
1 am very far from believing they will—1
shall baye to submit to their docision. Still,
however, even were that the cause, | should
feel myself called upon, 1n the conscientious
discharge of my duty, as a representative of
the prople, to oppose the Luion, in my
place in the House of Assembly, with all the |
ability | possess ; and thatl certainly will do.
REV. GEORGE SUTHERLAND. — Mr.|
Chairwman, I think it right that a.| classes of the
citizens should be heard on this important ques-|
tien. We have heard several ¢! the delegates!
and ecertain members of parkament—it is but
fairthat Lhe sentiments of others sl ould be knowa

1t is oue thing to be popular, ancther thing to bel the privileges which we now enjoy, to rglin-| by the Government, would, in a few yeurs,| indefensible by land.

b »  abrs RS T i 8 to e T aken wi he by sea we are easily protected. Two or
but if they eannot be, let me be 1ight rather lh:m!‘““s" to the hands of strangers those civil li- bring us to poverty. This, taken with the| Dy ¥y i

This subjeet is one which deeply eon-|
'

right. Jtis well when both ean be cobined ;
popuniar.
cerns the whole eountry.  All my sympathies, all
wy aspirations, Sir, are in favor ¢/ Unica. T wish
to look over this vast gerntory stretebing frow
Newfoundland to ¥V aneouver Island and call that
country my oswva. 1 wish to be u member of tlys
New British A merican Ewpire—that go where |
may in allits great exteni I may feel mysell uo
stranger, but at home. It seems to me that sueh
a scheme has charms for all, but especially for
woung and enterprising and aspiving men. | ean-
not understand how any young man of noble wind
ean be bostile to the project, if 1t ean be accom-
plished on bonorable terms. Tt has been said
that the scheme originated iu the recent difficul-
ties of Canada. No, Sir, they m:y bave been the

immediate eccasion of the late Conference, hn.r.}

Sir, the subject kas been before the winds of the
leading wen of British America ever since Lord
Darham  was in Canada, nearly thirty years
@20 ; and, sir, it has ever enkindled their noblest
uspirations, and claimed their best atiention
From that day to this, the best minds in these
Provinees,—edueated, enterprising men,—have
Jooked forward to the tice when these Colouies
should form oue nation, inferior in nothing that
eonstitutes greatness to ary nation on the face of
the globe. I wish, sir, that Prince Edward Island
shall form a part of this nation—1 wish that she
mag join her sisters, and go int
federation.

Will you keep her out?  Will you

keep her back when the others advane-? No, |

ne !  Give her a place with the rest, and she aill
nobly performn her part.  This,
tiwe land, but 1 am deeply attached to it.

sdvance Prnee Edward Island, must ever claim | tlemen held no valid authority to revoke or
Do lamend our Constitution ; and, even had the
you suppese, sir, that I would ever be a party to | offer mude to them been ever so advanta-

anything that would degrade her before the world | geous, it would not have been binding. Bat
~to anything that would retard her industr; —to o

any warmest sywpathies aud ardent efforts,

anything that sould blast her prospeets?
never! Therelore it is that 1 desire to see her

euter the Confederation, because I believe she
I prosperity and ’
t said that this js | @ few points.

would share in the greatness a
glory of this new Ewpire. s
the “glory” argnment 7 It is the glory argument
But it is something wore than glory. Here are
the foundations on which true nationaj glory rests

the strength, the
lel‘c

tion — the territory, the healt

yirtue, which form the glovy ¢/ a nation.

is the wide ficld for qur aspiving and noble-minded | Fardfs"’
Siuce ] cawe tp the I[sland I Fave al- g

youths.
ways taken the deepest interest
of the young. And now, sir, I woul
a school, and say: «“ My sens, there is a noble
field tor your lnghest ambition.

m the education

Awerica is yours, If you hase the energy, the

talent, the enterprise and the integrity, there 15| we are to be benefited n a pecuniary point
nothing te present you becoming Prime Minister g

of British Awerica, Chief Justice of British Ame
riea, or Governor ol Prinee Edward Island.” T

this last offlce some would take exception. Why?
1s not a man—a wan wherever he is found 7 I«

he any the worse for being born on this side the
Atlantie ?

they have all been exeellent wen, and especially
the gentleman who now represcuts Her .\Inj.-nl.\

tion?
tegrity, why should he not rule his native land ?

On the question of Representation 1 have some-
thing to say. In the Upper House there has been |
The Lower Provinees
have the same number as either of the Canadas 1

T millions of dollars vught not to be charged,
nithough having a population far below either because the Government lent this sum out to
Loewer or Upper Cunada, have the same number | the municipalities.
of representatives in the Council as either of | hberal; but it will not release the Bonds. |
The interesis of the Maritime | The total amount of the Debt of Canada is
The busi- | set down at 75 578,022
ness of the Federal Legislatuie s with L'inluul set down 1n that acconnt of &4 883177,

sland
would also affect Nova Scotia and New Bruas-
They will, therefore, stand together and
But do you
suppose that any part of the Confederation would
Is not the wealth .
of ove the wealth of all —and the prosperity of wish to have this explained ; to have 1t made
Canada seck to erush | 10 appear, if possible, that there 1s truly |
poor Prince Edward Island !~ Canada wants a | *uch a sur placed to the credit of Canada, |

an elfort to do us justice.

Nova Scotia, New Brunswick and 1.

those Provinees.
Provinees are considered as ide ntical.

atters, and what would aficet P. L.

wick.
couserve the rights of each oller,

seck to destroy another part?

pe the prosperity of all?

[ question of such vital iriportance to the welfare | corapete with those of the old country.

| tax uz, to support her enormous debt ; to tax opinion that the Union ought to be opposed.

this great Con-| Brarswick. than from any desiie on the vart

#ir, 18 not Wy nas
It is
the birth-place of iy children, and in 1ts interests
I must ever be identified. Nova Seotia is my na-
tive land , but all that ean elesate, all that can | Radicalism.

|

.| purpose of showing that our taxes wiil be but
.| shightly increased under the Canadian Tariff,
Here are all the elements to form a glorious na- | | would refer to this matter as laid down by

d like toepter | Mr- Mayor, ups ts all the lubours and calcu-

Although you ! b
are natives of Prinee Edward Jsland, British | any of the statements which have been made

I bave nol one word to say against y
the representatives of our Quecn ou this Islaid ; | Fepresentation; forl holdin my hand the audi- |

.| try, showing the net amount to be $67.263,-
But why may not a eolonist s«pire to this posi- 994; thus proving, by the Canadianauditors, |
It he possess the necessary ability and iu- | the debts of that Colony to be $5.000,000 more {

werrer- . » Barvec . -

- M ! et This says but little in favour of the purity
or morality of the Canadian Guvernment or

{18 to he gopstrucied for her ships to pase to the | and the gross ilnjnstic-v :Ind Iviuluti;n Oif;lo‘:‘l:!
far West without wnlading their cargoes by the | principle in relation to the Lower Irov L H A : 3 4
way?  How ling will mt'ﬁ be blind (: their own }ur it }s taid down that no inerease of mem- representatives, Wﬂh Wf;"“‘m:‘!:f“::"‘;‘:lkie‘:;:
lutérests! And Lower Canada will help Upper | pers shall take place in any of the Provinces  cast in our lot. View the ' ‘ljl . |,l‘ Fows.
Canada in securing this! 8o she should. But| o1 thev sball esceed that of Lower Cana- stand point you p‘lem.ne, we shall be the lo
would 1t not be the interest of Lower Canada to ds. A\-”;‘,' the ;mpulntum of that Province, if we enter the ‘mh-der.ﬂ.mn.‘ A\gllln,' an‘
detain them by the way, and have the transporta- is estimated at 1,200,000 and that of this we bave been told we must enter the Union
tion of their freight rather than see them pass her |y 067 100 000; therefore, if we should in-|on the score of defence. I have yet to learn
by Jwihont, & sy bo, epmaing Shole heid. 'r-“m' to 13 ‘(:mw.-n our present numbers, we that the Power which has, up to the present

i) '“”!{ "Nmmx AR :~|'<lml.m~Hynvg!|>|‘H;"r ts:»;alld not be entitled to an additional Re-|time, fostered and protected us will not do so

» e can—1I g v w hs g he n- § 5 e
::.::‘rl:an:'.’.m‘“:.‘:; in .-:I‘:l\l» :‘;n' 'h'm Il“:.nL. nlt_‘:;illsl presentative. If a disregard to prineiple, as | still. England l.ms tl‘ne power m.ld wthe W"l”
natter the Maritime Provinees, has been | to protect her Colonies while they remain

hasty deecisions in this matter. I do not approve | respects |
of passing resolutious in all parts of the country | shewn at the Conference of Delegates, uffect- | loyal. 1 w_uuld much sooner hang on to the
z for protection than trust to the

condemnatory of a scheme, where ouly one side, | ing the representation of the Union, what | Old Fla . hopet h

and the worst side of the subject, has been fairly way Prince Edward Island expect after it is| tender mereies of Canada, But um' wld( at

opened up. The people should have time to cot-| oo 0 mmated? Well may Mr. Palmer ex-|if the other Colunies enter the Union we
T 3 e t are 4 " ¥ 3 3 sed in—t!

"""Y “wlw ..L"Apmw ~“!|"||”|' I.““: 'f“.l”;lf \Tll' ”‘I" claim that he was astonished at the ruthless | shall b:. fgr'u d in :)AM‘ we :re tm: sn_mll.

I believe this Union would be of great benefi "‘cxtruvagnncc and want of principle in the|too insignificant, to be allowed to remain a

the whole country. If Nova Scotia and New "~ s . el e it
Brunswick go iu,,slxull we stay out? If they ]leﬂ‘l""g politicians Uf(j‘“““m- rs"pﬂn'i‘tle ut{ve‘;"*‘fl” 2 Hn e 6 ThECE
decline, it would be useless for us to think of it; While I am on my feet, I would say a few U.ﬁ.' oy eucnl “ 3 R
but if they aceept it will beabsurd for us to rejuse, | words about defences. Several gentlemen . buvernmcntl h‘;‘-f n;nrr :Jn lmnsce ,J;tn.e'
I'beretore all these hasty resolutions are out of | have expressed themselves favorably p,wnrds‘we turn to the ;]J" S0 s :;OI' I"l U; v,
We must share the lot of our sisters—we | the Union, because they argue it would be| and the lsle of Man, we find each has been
wnst not stay “out in the cold.” It you do,wou | the means by which the Central Government ’ uilu_wod to retain @ separate Government,
will drive from your shores every wan of noble | aould concentrate the powers for delence of | Legislature, laws and tariff, while lying so
enterprising spivit, w ho wishes to stand on alevel all the Colonies, at a given puiub. Now, | }I’It‘ul‘ the DBritish coast that [hpy may be said
with his fellow-men. As a clergyman, 1 may | ask these gentlemen, is ot that power pos- | to be within the rangs of her guns ; and with
remark, that by Ihn: Union of two S_\Iln(l'.l “'.‘\'«'ﬂsvd by Her Majesty usder She pruscnt"l pwpul‘d“““v in 1828, not averaging more
lately formed the Presbyterian Church of the| - tion? If frtunstely. o foreign|than one fourth of the population of this
Lower Provinces. And what is the result?7 We | ¢ ‘m’“mh”_"' s NIRRT » s [Island at the present time e il
| have a power, a weight, an influence for good, as | foe ehould invade our soil, have not the Im- | Island at the pr ' . k

- enlarged fie - g ari ies powe ssemble our loy- | be thrown off ! No such thing. Eogland
well as an enlarged field for the exercise of | perial authorities power to assem y oo wbig e A v el
superior ability, which we never eould have in | al militia for repelling aggression? And does | cannot ‘ o withou g .,E‘ onics. ]“»
our small separate Synods.  And so it would be | not the history of the early Colonies exem-|not wish to throw them off or give them up.
with this Union. Here would be a field for|plify the readiness with which they respond- [ Sie knows too well that, if snould do so,

| energy and ability which our limited legislature| od fo the call to arms, and do not the gallant ! the star of her glory would svon decline, ana

cannot eflord—hcre would be a field for enter-| ,tions which they performed, form the|that from being a brst rate power, she would
.l"rlm‘- \",wlh lm..»r. :;t:;l;“f (‘M“.i“.}l:l.p I\\I“ "'_'l_| proudx'ﬂt part of Colonial lhstur_v ? A“d‘;smm hvc_ume a second or third race power.
;::nji“ml:::-.l‘wv“\l\(h:«'il “\\unl;.l‘b:“l-‘;:.l ;.‘J‘;““\',).(;v;:l:, when that call is made, shall we not be‘llc; tt‘;rnlinry as o ‘nut.u'nnls tunl s‘m.xllpm
world, and which we cannot commaand in <|!ll':reildy to serve our country , “,"h FORpOES ““l”“‘““‘ oo supr:‘luucy |“‘ oy 'll'uni li J(;
And yet the advocates of | to the advantages which, it is said by some, | many yeurs 5'“"‘; e ‘ml‘ y ct’”" "";. ’b“)“
this great measure bave been spoken of here fo- | 8 free trade would confer on the Lower Pro-| has been to the "'p.""f" U”?”_’“""' gt
night &s wen incapuble of managing their own | vinees, I, for one, feel confident no such|the payment of the Governor'ssalary, £1500;
affairs, as men approaching the condition ot | henefits as they speak of would acerue (rom and L do not behieve they would aceept that
mamacs. Sir; we are able to manage our own | jt. Canada requires nothing that we can I amount 1f our Legislaters off:red to pay 1t
affairs, and to comprehend and appreciate this | 4 f,rd to export. IHer object is to cstablish | (Question, from f\h‘ llwllu[!d_) My reason
important, this vital project also. Such insinua-| anafactures in ber own towns and terri- | for taking this view of it, is simply this:
tious are ignoble. Let the subject be fully and | oo and to compel us to bhecome her cns-| When Sir Aretas William Young was Go-
; d':‘,‘;.;;‘,.,d”;;:lm‘;::,_‘l":_“:ll“““".]‘,"”id . l‘"“;”'_' t.nm-r;, in the samwe way in which the South- | vernor of lhns_lsl:md.‘lhr Legislature deemed
if I, a .-!uriymu:.'——,\.t a 1'l"iz.-n‘1 ,‘,:l\..'.“'.('.l:l::': ern had to purchase from the Northern | the ﬁzll':;:}v(')pa:l:illlni uw:,‘f.]:imr‘ z:t l,hl:]t tu::ed.
forward, in the face of the powerful opposition | States. Even with a high protective duty |ViZ. " ster lind__,.lnfl t<.u:1., ;}rl\ vo(‘e
arrayed against this measure, to express my | of 30 per cent., the manufacturers of the £300 currency e e & el e
seutiments before this erowded audience on u | North found it up hill work to be able to|vernment wouid not ull)wum{ to receive it
Sir,lund replied :  We wish the Governor to be
of Prince Edward Islard. this is purely an agricultural country; and |independent of the Legislature or any party
[The Rev. Geotleman who had been frequently | it ought to be our ehief aim to support the | P Jliticians, and if the salary is notsufficient,
applaudea w the covirse of Lis Speech, sat down I'urm:r. and to cultivate a frindly feeling|we will give him £500 sterling additional,
amid prolonged apylause ] [ with those countries which want, and give | Which they have dove to the present time.
BENJAMIN DAVIES,Esq.~Mr. Mayor, | the highest prices for our exports, as well |and I have no doubt will continue to do;
The question of & Union with Canada is one | a8 to be able to purchase onr goods in the | while in the other Colonies they are expend-
of vast importance, one which weshonld and | cheapest markets. Now the Union does pot |10 hundreds of thousands ye‘“'ly But “;
will, no doubge, carefully considar. On the offer the fucilities which we now enjoy; but, | turn to our d""""c"‘” How isit to be done?
one band we are called on to render up all|on the contrary, the amount of tax, levied Ihe Quebee Conlerence declared that we are
I grant we are, but

separate condition.

berties entailed to us by our father-land. | amount of tax which would have to be luid | three gun boats would efectually protect the
v i H ® : e 5 S
Canada demands our revenue ; the power to|on  the agriculturist, confirms me in the | apfroaches to the Gulr of St. Lawrence ) and
|thus most effectually proteet ws. Lf the
other Colonies enter the Union, in the event

us for establishing gigantic railways, and for NPV < > TR .
8 - Wi 4, AN ) ) AN — . a wie - " anee
i the eutting and hulemL! of cauals, which GENEX BASSARD, ‘ Buynios, subliadiv. | of o wae they wust take the means of defence

Sl B ad : : " Mayor and Gentlemen, with your permission,
s O A0De bl p -y / g :

bisa: :;‘.9 ln.;lljl :nm;u “u e tu l.H )T our trade ; I beg leave to offer a few remarks, tnuchlng,;'»

{ And she also demands the power to tax us to- briefly on some of the leading points of the

| wards “"‘]’f;‘l‘l"'" Ull l""'(;"“““:;)' ‘“"i vaval | 7nion seheme, or Confederation, or whatever
| goIng . o . Ul observe that | deem the subject one of more | possesses, will be exposed
the other hand, shie purposes to return to us | ; -tance than has ey b-J neaged th s e g el B Do g
part of the duties eollected, and to pay the importance than has ever belore engaged the | Should the Confederaticn not take place, the
e ’ pay the ! itention of the citizens of this city or the! g sh Government will conti s the
| interest on a sum that will equalize our debt e ohs J | British Governu continue to us the
g Ry people of this Island—a measare deeply af-| sune protection she has hitherto uforded us
| with that of Canada ; and she will also allow \ i ¥ P . e 4 ol
| us & House of Assembly, but with no further | ;" 08 the best interests of our eountry for| Ay Chairman, raference has very frequent-
| 288 A 0 all eoming time, both socially, politically Iy been made to Mr. Cardwell’s celebrated

while protecting themselves, sccare us from
invasion. Should they not adopt this course
the whole north shors of Nova Scotia, New

L have indicated, and thas must of necessity, |

I am in favor of Union on fair and equita-
ble terms. 1t has been asserted that by
going into it we lose Nell-Government. I
deny it. At present our acts are referred to
Downing street for approval, and we are all
aware that, on the Land Question, afew Pro-
prietors have more influence there than the
Government of this Island. Under Union
our local acts would have to be approved of
by the Central Government. If we kept out
of Union, our agricultural and other produce
would probably be taxed in Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick. Our vessels would be shut
out from the coasting trade, (as they are at
present in the United Statee); for instance.
and lsland vessel would not be allowed to
carry a cargo between Pictou and Halifax.
In making Commercial Treaties we would
not be in as favourable a position as if in the
Union. We would then have the privilege
of being able to sell our ships in France under
the Canadian Treaty, When our fisheries
were prosecuted we would have the advantage
of the Canadian market free. United, I
believe, our progress would be much more
rapid than ir we remain as we are. The
much more rapid material progress of the
United States, since they obtained their
independence, than as Colonies, or as con-
trasted with us, was proof of that. 1t had
been asserted that the political deadlocks
that ocour so frequently in the Canadian
Government, was the reason of their seeking
for the Ynion; but it is well known that
the British Government had been pressing
them on the subject of defence, and the
question could not any longer be starved off.
Hence their anxiety to unite with us. There
were many in England who proposed to get
rid of the Colonies, or at least the North
American Colonies, on the ground that they
would be better customers to Great Britain
if independent, than as Colonies,and that they
would not then be under the necessity of de-
fending them at an enormous expense, to
which Canada did not seem willing to con-
tribute.

His objections to the constitution framed
by the Quebec Conference were that in the
formation of the Upper House of the pro-
posed Federal Legislature, they had departed
widely from the principle that obtained in
the formation of the Swiss and American
Republies, viz : that small countries should
have the same representation in that [louse
as large ones. lle was quite satisfied that
pepulation should be the basis of representa-
tion in the Lower House, and therefore with
the number allotted to us of five ; but in the
Upper House, it had not been shewn why we
should not have an equal representation with
New Brunswick and Nova Scotia.

With regard to the financial part of the
scheme, he was strongly opposed to it. lle
was in favor of free trade. The Canadian
tariff, if adopted, would compel us to buy
there. He did pot think that this Island
|wguld ever bs a manufacturing country
| beyond our local wants ; because, being shint
[ out from other markets for six months, would
he thought, prevent thac. Under such a
tariff many English goods would be shut out.
We would be fvrced to buy in the Union.
The adjustment of the public debis of the
Colonies was fair. We were all allowed 25
| dollars a-head, according to population for
|that purpose. Canada, Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick, being in debt to about the
full amount they would have to receive under
that arrangement, would have nothing to

ower than what is necess: " ! :
| :nr“::r:y I“::";nl illl‘pr\l:l aneul:y\‘“n[l\xy";'urllln‘:d ?:"d-, n;xf,g:;,s“?]}r. tl \ ]F(fl(lilnlm(l-mf], hus. bteL.l“ oo atch. There is just.one point in it which
[ Such is a summary of the stipulations as- r:"“‘ Bt ") ) vF l 'Pr‘ I-,l‘l' l‘\ntvrnmlnln ,J: I bave not h-*.xrq nouced, uud‘whlch [ deem
|sented to by a majority of our Delegates  omaghunctcon t‘.,'l““t st e .L‘j" S0y bnder tl" one of the most important. if nut the most
| But, Mr. Mayor, 1 doubt il tiese delegates e “,r,“.) n.s;"“;" - m;}[”'!; (ll}.",“ .u.s 0 t, l,c important, it is this: < Her Majesty’s Go-
{ had the power even to assent to any projposi- “";.“.‘ "l( ‘;Mh{mkf 'mztr .1\' .uri“muu t“‘m.:a "]i YErRIOnS 8re valY dn-s:tovus that the taxes of
| tions touching & Union. We know that the e M-l. - l:l"“ By l.ll‘xm" o iae. | 207 of the (‘“l,\”““S should nos be materielly
gislature appointed a Committee to meet “f: e"dllt hi; “.‘k.n, .‘:c ose our identity. | inereased by Qealelamation. "
| Delegates from the Maritime Provinces, and (.)'l‘,r; ‘:Ih gt 'n]c;,'.‘ e bu”cljd'!r o o]ur this is & goud and sufficient reason for our not
| that 1t was clearly stated that that appoint- ;1»,,.11;, yl;‘ur' l"{” : :"L,";"(fux,‘}'r\)]ﬁrt-‘ o B0 t)“' entering the Union, as by doing #0 our taxes
ment was wmade more out of courtesy to| . o v : 'vtl,L P LMt iiinn o i the would be most materially Increased--yes,
an iovitation from Nova Scotia and New | o) pliding we sow oceupy passes out ol goubled. The general Government reserves
our hands : we hecome subject to two powers, | 1, themselves the right of taxation, as ap-
and 1 have learned (rom unerring authority pears by the 20th Artiele of the Report, a
that we cannot serve two masters | part of which | will now read. Mr. Haszard
I wiil now say a few words on the financial | (}en read as lollows: —
part ot the scheme, and, in doing so, 1 shall,
for the sake of argument, adopt the fig
given us by the Ilon. Cilonial Secretary the
correctness of which is extremely problema-
tical, and 1 think, as respects what we are respeeting the folowlng subjects :—
to receive, much over-rated. The Colonial| 1. The Publiec Debt and Property.
Secretary stated, if [ recollect aright, (1| 2. The Regulation of Trads and Commerce.

£

| ol our L gislature to erter into a Union
| No, Sir, I resume that from your knowledge
{ of the people of this Island, you are aware
{that pothing iz so hatefu to them as the

choughit of u Union, the threat of which has
{often been used to quell the tarbulence of
Sir, it is my opinion these gen-

res to make Laws for the prace, wellure and good

the terms offered are the reverse, as has been |
clearly shown by the gentlemen who have
preceded we, on the anti-Uuion side of the

£55.000 would be the largest sum we could |
receive under the Union from all sources ;

< Wrago A A 3 ‘ | ether Minerals
and this, it must be borne in mind. is a fixed | 4 - £

1estion, A fore oae s
questio Iv ll, lhelrdtun,t; (mlly broach ul;‘ revenue, not progressive as ut present. The | Do
n reply to the long array o Col. See e . " -
4 . b ol. Seeretary’s fizures have relerence to the = -
statistics which has been exhibited for the 2 - 5. The r

revenue of 1864, He also stated the revenue |
of that year under the Canadian tariff would | 6.
have given us £27,000 over what we received. |
Let it be boroe in wmind 1t would be £27,000
additional taxation, to be wtuken from the
pockets of the consumers. I shall now speak

modes or systems of Taxation,

The Borrowing ot Money on the Public

Credit.,”

*! Mr. Galt, in the 23d page of his pamphlet,
under the head of ** Average of the present

: **Canada 20 per ecent, Prince Ed-

ward 10 pe cent.”” This simple guotation,

ference. The Delegates were promised that
nsum ) the proceedings of the Convention should be
of the revenue of 1364, which shows a large | in aceordance with the established rales of
increase over that of the year previous, the ! e Canadian Legisluture, which are the
receipts being (1 omt huandreds) £66.000; game as our own. But it appears a differ-
this by the same rauo of increase would, | eng course was pursaed to further their own
uoder the Canadian tarf, give £30,000 jntentions, and everything savoring of oppo-
more. Thus our revenue would have been, | sition was carefully owitted from the min-
by the Col. Secretary’s own shewing, £906,- | gtes of the Conference; thus making it ap-
000, from which deduct the £55.000—thus poar that all were unanimous. No record
leaving a balance of £41.000 per year to be| was made of any resolution in amendment.
carried out of the country for the benefit of The question of a Federal Union is quite a
the General Government; and to this most| pew thing and widely different from the sub-
be udded the yearly increase of our receipis. ject the delegates were at first appointed to
I now pause, Mr. Chairman, to ask what we ‘consider, viz: the Legistative Union of the
are to receive, what are the benefies we will | ¢j,ree Maritime Proviness; and 1 would ask
get in return for the great sacrifices we are| by what authority the D:legates took upon
called upon to make. I think those who ad-| (jsmselves such an all important mission of
vocate Union have failed most signally to| goneoeting for us a new Constitution ? 1
wint them out. : The Island 1s different | haye said the subject is 1 new one, although
. rom all the other Provinces, from itsisolated | gne of the delegates has said, “that union

'i[‘::]'. l:l‘rt-l(l ‘:::1:‘;“1)’; gl‘;:‘”".“"":;l‘.’":'(‘l""':s"’”:“:'r | position, The gigantic public worksintend- | wus the dn:mua.of his childhood and his
| have been 1{]\:r--d by Mr L:Ll‘t the umul.h-'(‘d to be carricd out by thew, at an enormous youth.” But, S'r.' L tnink be has made a
s 40 Yie B uiing ‘"' & ‘t s v expense, will not be of any wore advantage 1istake, and that it was on'ly the dream of

I S ey 82 HVE€ 1ty us by entering the Confederation than|the night before, or of his ripened manhood.
they will be by our remaining as we are; [ut let me ask, who diz the Canadians seek
and we would thus avoid inereased taxation |y bhenefit in drawing us mto the Union?
Wich respect to repreientation, I shall| Waus 1t not to serve therr own purpose ?
offer a few remarks.  We have been told by | ygain [ would ask why were the public shut
one of the delegates and advocates of Union, | gut from the Conference in Charlottetown ?
that, it we do not rush nto the Union, we | \y hy conducted with so much seerecy? W ho

as it . ",
- L shall be like the little state of Riode Isiand s ires ; ) 4
a Sinking Fund—a small araount 1am told | that declined to « n;vr the Conf. d:-r.li..yl wlll; ‘w g llll:j\ ru[?d 0 )t s r; s.“[l)t sdrodl s
in a publie point of view in Canada. Now.| o o iher states of the neizhbouring Repul '(lie. Butldo "””{" that t')lh clegates can-
I want to know where this Sinking Fund il 2 £ hepub- ot point to one mstarce where they stood

secured and of what 1t consis s. 1ls it of| lic, but which, in the course of 18 mont!s or | 4yt for the best interests of the Colony and
Specie, B i N.,‘.k‘,. b o it Sanabnare 2t 11 two years, went knocking at the door, seek- people.  Let the Unionists shew me that the

’ .S , 4 y?: ing lor admission : but, sir. it we can gain change will be a benefis to the Island. 1
the emun-”udv:mm;;.a by remaiming out *In | am open to conviction ; I will not oppose it ,
the cold,” as it is termed, as she did, 1 think | |,y¢ | must confess that as yet I have heard

.| lations that have been laid before us.
But Sir,for my own part,| put hittle faith in |

+| 48 Laving a tendency to lead us to think that

{of view by this grand Union. Sir, 1 do not
| believe that the conclusion arrived at by the
Delegates, in relation to the amount of the
Canadian debt, is correet.  They have stated
that the debt of Canada is £62.500,000.
Now,lam prepared to prove thatthis isa mis-

tors’ statement of the liubilities of that co' n-

That is very fire, very

and I see a credit|

[ think, Sir,|

20, The General Parliament shall have power |

government of the Federated Provinees (saving | A
the Sovereignty of Englard ) and especially Laws | Central Government ought to bs gouble the

| we shall reap no small advantage by doing
so. She entered the Union vith a represen- |
| tation 1n the S:nate the same as that of the |
State of New York, at that time having six
| timee and now twenty times her population. |
| If we go into the Unior, I contead that each |
| Colony should have an equal number of re-
presentatives in the Upper House. With
respect to the Lower DBranch, our number
| there is far too small; one wember would be
{ just of as much service to the Island.  We|

Union with us to make us pay Ler debts! Well, | and for the purpose, as I should suppose, of
what “ll! wen not say after thut ! No; Cavada paying off, in time the Debt of that country
Mmould rejoiee in our prosperity — Canada would | Yes, Mr ,\]uynr‘ an q-xp!un:umn, if it can be
promote, with all her wfluenee, the weltare of the offered, would. | am sure, be satisfactory to
whole C ration.  But it i« & ot we by S

ole Confederation.  But it is said what can we this meeting. By-the-hy, while [am speaking

do with our five representatives in the Lower :
House?! Would these five stand alone? Are| P this subject, | would refer your Honor to

the Provinces to be antagonisiic to each other ? | th'e State ol the public eredit of Canada, in
Will Canada be a unit? Who does not know London, in Julv last, just previous to the
that there will be two or three parties in both | meeting of the Convention. The Times states
Upper and Lower Canada; and instead oi Canada | that the 5 per cent Debenturcs of that
being puited againet us, you way see men from | country bave fallen to 75. That is, that
the extreme West of Canada standing shoulder | Canadian Debentures for £100 sterling were
to eboulder with the wen of ' K. Isiand.  1do| off-red at £75 for a hundred, carrying 5 per
l'::-‘uu\ih:;m:':‘l::::"dkl.l \::rtl" ll':'l I'l‘nl;?.' ”rl":llmli”.:.'u."t mterest, which is considered a large
ulible. B i i m

were the ableet wen in the ) rosinces—iuen 1.»1 :--.-t;xru.m ey (-,'d l",”}”“ry" b “”n., e
experience as well as taleat.  Theories may full 7f‘.t’ in speaking of the impetus advance

wiiich the prospect of a Union with the

to the ground when it is attempted to put the . g
iz practice; but here is the watured experience | Lower Colonies had bad in Ergland, says,
of men long acquainted with the science of go | *' Our five per eents, which were sel'ing at
vermment, and with the results of various methods | 75 are now quoted at 90 and 91.”” Well might
of influencing and eontrolling tieir fellow men.— | the  anpouncement be received with ap-
In regard fo taxation, two fullacies have been | plause.  But we must remember that the
widely propagated on this I<land—the lose which | cause of the advance of Canadian ercdit, is
we would sustain by imposing o eertain tariff out | gwing to the fact, that we are ubout to h.-l
‘l's'u‘:lhl..hla:'l‘::: ‘IA-‘:.nl:tln‘-:- :u?-dum:: Inf:“:-'.-:::, lil;:“l.un;: Ve dappare oy’ e e !“mi provinees ol Upper and Lower Canada w
tariff out of the Union, and the nnl.luu.aluih'll that | Ioppucie b’ ey 3 WY St e | :muvd, the pul»l'ic d&‘bl.has‘bm-ll i||<-ll“:;‘:-‘n¢::l \I'r:.l.:.
a bigh tariff must produge a proportionately l“uh““‘ g S B eniiy. W Sd unmlmn!“w million to fifteen willions &terling.  Mean- |
reveae, We cannot speak of that as a Joss | publie, I would reter your honour to a P"M'"'! while the expenditure of this money llmn. been
which we have ot gained.  Apd who, acquainted deeputeh, from the Lieut. Governor of New | |,yished in eve ry deseription of loans and advanees
with revepues, does not kuog that up to a eertain | Brupswick, to the Governor-General of ‘ on colouial eredit, made to the municipalities and
wark only ean you get revenue by a high tarifi— | Canadg, publisbed in the leading Provincial| for public works.  Tne members of the House of
that beyoud that it becomes prolibition, and iw- | papers, some years ago, upbrading the| Assembly being returued by the wanicipalitics,
portatiops are few, and income from such a tarifl | Governor's administration with a want of 1 gave their support to the winistry on eonditivi
small, and not l:u"u-. And is it not a certainty | faith in earrying out certain propositions on | ot the advauce of some loan to their constituents
"m:l uudrll"d:h.. L."lm"ﬂ'v:“'m.n'li; vast amount ol | 1ne part of the Canadians which had been | for a speculative objeet of locat improvement.
foce, would be'ware. ~Jut, ol are'we hot fo.pu|3cEPted on the part of New Branewick | iue lool i stivihel bt of ney which hue
wptirdencd with paying I-rr,full\\ ays?  Should ur! That ie  very strong document,' and ought hupp«n;. not u’nll'eq!wn(l\, “th‘nt 'l‘h‘:.mom' ; n;:
yok bear our share if we sharc ju the beuefits 7 | % teach us not to place much reliance on the | .. iy ubtained is wasted or appliod to an uﬂ‘prn.
Yor whow bas New Brunswick pushed her rail- faith of the leading politiciansof that country. | 4,4 purpose.  The innabtants eannot or will
way to Shediac 7 For whow is the Nova Scotian | I stall now, Sir, pass on from Finance, to | ot pay the rates imposed to detray the 1aterest,
overnment extending her rulway to Pictou ? | shew a glaring incoisistency, which exhibits| and the public treusury 1s hence called upou on
8 it not for the trade of the Guif? Is it pog|itself in the new Conetitution, I do not in-| the guarautee.
apecially and wainly for the henefit of P. E. ]« | tend to wade Lhrough the programme. but * The wunicipality, being in this unpleasant
h.:d: Aud would m-”be w0 n.»;uu as llc; n'mruml,' merelv to touch on u certain part that has| condition, 18 now appealing to the Provineial
about paymg our small guota lor sueh objeets 1| poon Litte g
\\'uuld‘ there not be u-m?lh&avu in frrllng.Jn bile t:::.%{f;:r;::ﬂ,:;‘:;;‘;:l It is declared | ®'ven them these large powers, they are nnpli-
gravelling ou those railways, that we bad coutri- | thet re aiat b soelasion shall bel cated. Such disclosures do not give us a favour-
buted tor their exection ! | A g Rl e | able estimace of Canadian public morahty, and it
! heard ty-night sowe singulg stgtements about | l!",b"'" of the return of nwugben to the will be important to consider what may be the
the Cayals of Western Canada ! For whom are| Ution House of Commons. Now, no "‘_'l", result of eorruption in the constilyencies, corrup-
these CanalsT  Are they not (on these who huve £8t€ could have mgunderst od sech an - tion in the representatives, and no imwmediate
slips? And are the Marifine Proyinees 1o poriaat deewion; byt, mark Mr. Mayor, tiie check between the demands of the gonstituencies
ghject—is . E. Islapd to object that p hi‘yway{ inconsistency which follows apd governs it, | and the public ¢xebeguer.”

the score ol economy. The same reason was
assigned for the Union of the Canadian Pro-

| little more than one million, and now they |

So much for Union on the score of economy
| Mr. Chairman, 1 would ask how does tins
extravagance arise 7 ln answering it, | shall
quote from a speech whick: appeared in the
Halitax Morning Chronicle, under the date
of Dee. 29ui, 18304, to this eff et :—

*“In the period which has elapsed sinee the |

or seen nothing to induce me to change my
views on this question. To do so it will re-
quire more logie and sounler argument than
that of sending our produce to Halifax for
reshipment to a market. [ need hardly ad-
vert to it—a greater fallacy was never pro-
pounded.  Tuus give up the most profitable
part of the business, viz: the carrying trade?

| and incur an additional expense of at least
|61 per bushel, and cause all our shipping to

have been told we must enter the Union on |

: g Juncertainty.
vinces, but what bas been the result? _l“ | present system of Government, particularly
| the year 1340 they entered with a debt of a| when we have so much that is excallent in

| will be fised and irreversibie.

y the gentle- Parhament tor aid, upon the ground that, haviag leulty and grap

go 1 search of freights to other places. But
as | have szid, L am not given to ehange. |
am not willing to give up a certainty for an
I aw quite satisfied with our

the representative of Majesty who now rules

| have increased it to more than £15,000,000. E over us with snch geperal acceptation and
| bencfit to the Coiony and peaple,

1 would
like, then, to adhere to the old system until
a better is more clearly defincd thap has yet
been done. I give it, as my calm einviction,
that the lsland cannot, and will nos, be bet-

| tered by the Union.

Mr. Chairwan, the question is 8 serious
one. The results of a Union we may specu-

[late on, but we cannot arrive at a certain

conclusion, other than this—it will be to our
disadvantage. 1 the step be once taken it
Then let us
pause belore we take that step. We shall be
uothing in the Legislature of Ottawa. Let
us remasin as we are, a contented, happy,
free, honest (1f not rich) people. The more
I think of, und consider the measure, the
more am 1 disinelined to it. We cannot lose
anything by not entering the Urion now.—
Terms more to our disadvantage cannot be
offered. Then, why accept them? Let it
be the unaaimous response of the people of
this Island—No ! we will not accept them.
Hon. DANIEL DAVIES said —1 am
satisfied that we are drifting into Union, and
In my opinion, it js better to meet the diffi-
ple with it. I do not think

| that by holding Public Meetings and dogma-

tically resolving that we won't go into
Unicn, 18 the best way to avert it; use,
in my opinion, the British Gouvernment will
require reasons from ue for opposing it, or
declining to go into it on she terms of the
Quebee Uonference.

get ; but this Island, being comparatively out
| of debt, would get balf a million of dollars.
l With respect to the future, we were treated
{most unfairly. We had no Crown Lands,
| mines or minerals, to be banded over to the
Local Government as was the case in the
other Colonies. We were isolated for six
months during the winter, and could not
|send our produce to market. Our people
| were already heavily taxed to pay rents for
| their lands. In the other Colonies, he
| believed their farmers were freeholders, and
| vet they asked us to contribute pro rata with
| thew towards the great public works they
proposed entering upon, such as the inter-
Colonial Railway, makiog ship canals to
1Luke Huron, &e., &e. In his opwion the
| annua! allowance to our Government by the

sum allowed the other Colonies. The prin-
ciple had been departed from by allowing
New Brunswick $63,000, and Newfoundland

quote from memory, and if [ am wrong. 1| 3. The impmsition or regnlation of Daties of | &150,000 per annum, over the general al-
{bave no doubt he will correct me,) that | Customs on Lmports and Exports, except on | [/ 1aa

Exports of Tiwber, Logs, Masts, Spars,
{ Deals, and Sawn Lumber and of Coal aud |

It was well known that the ad-
vantage of Railways inopening up a country
| were quite equa! to the interesc paid on the

. The wposition or regulation of Lxeise | €8t of construction, and therelore they had

{no claims upon us. Before concluding he

sing of money by all or any other | would say that he thought the lsland Dele-

| gates who were dissatistied with the proceed-
(ings of the Quebee Conference ought to have
| withdrawn from it, and not have made

I will now speak of the Report of the Con- | speeches at Toronto and Cttowa altogether

| in favor of it, afier the proceedings of the
| Conference had been concluded. e thought
[1t waus the policy of the Imperial Government
| to unite ua, but hoped we would not be forced
| into Unian on unfair terms.

[The sentiments of all the gentlemen who
| spoke against Union were heartily applauded by,
| apparently, a large majoriity of the meeting.—
| R. B. IrviNg, Reporter.]

CORRNRESPONDENCE.

To T EpITOR OF THE EXAMINER.
DEAR SIR ;

As almost every person has something to sey
about Confederation, and as the saying is, it 18
as well to be out of the world as out of the fashion,
I Lave availed myself of a spave hour to give to
the public with your permission some of wy own
views on the subject.  Auad in the first place, 1
cannot agree with you that Mr. Whelan's con-
stituents ave prepared to pass any resolution on
the subject which he might submit to them, al-
‘thuugh fully aware of the full measure he de-
‘_-x(-rvg-dl\‘ enjoys of their confidence and esteem.

ey

l;'ll.llly affect the prosperity of generations
!)‘1‘! uuborn, and vught to be dealt with apart from
| all personal and party considerations. I have
long thought that a Federal Union of the British
North American Colonies would benefit the whole;

| but on the receipt of the Report of the Confer-
enee at Quebee, I saw, or fancied I saw, that the
| arrangements entered into there were not such
| as would do justics to Prince Edward Island, in-
| asmuch as, whilst they made provision for the
| expenses already incurred by the other Provinces
[ over that of Prinee Edward Island, no provision
| was made for their future extravagance, although
it might reasonably be supposed that if we had
lived more economically tor the time past, we
could also do so for the time to come; or, in
| other words, from our geographical position we
j would not receive our due share of, nor partici-
| pate in, the Dencnis rom e amount voted for
| public works. To remedy thisinjustice, 1 would
| propose that there should be a proportionate
| amount of the money annually expended for pub-
| he works voted for the use of Prince Edward
I Island, after deducting the awount required
| for fortifications, of which I think we should in
| justice pay a share, to be expended by our local
Legislature in such manner as this Island should

| deem best. 1 would also propose so to amend
| the 29th resolution, as to allow each Legislature
| or Provinee to impose all tuxes excepting impost
duties and postal dues, only requiring each Colo-
uy to provide its fair proportion of the amount
required to be raised for the use of the general
Government. 1 believe the above amendment
might be made without any injustice to any of
the Colonjes, or materially disturbing the pro-
posed plan of Confederation. That a wnion on
some terms will wke place, I do not doubt, be-
lieving it to be out of the power of Prince Ed-
ward Island to prevent it; and [ believe it to be
the duty of those to whase charge is committed
the management of the political terests of this
Ixland, to lay aside all personal and party consid-
erations, and earnestly to study how to ohtain gd-
mission on such terms as will be most gandugive
to the prosperity of the Colony. I am aware
that, at present, the movement is an vapopular
one, and that it is hard for wen depending oy the
popular suffrages for their political position, to
stew) the tide of public opinion; nevertheless, it
is a duty they owe to their country and ons that
should be wet fearlessly and honestly, and [ bave
no hesitation in sayiug that if a union takes place
on terws affording us financial justice, there
would not, after five years, be found one man in
five who would advocate a return to the old sys-
tem of separation. It is argued by many that a
representation of only five members would have
no influence iu a Parliament consisting of nearly
two hundred mewbers; bat I cannot see that
| there is any injustice done to Prince Edward Is-
land, as she gets her full share aecording to po-
pulation; and each electora) district on this
Island might, with equal reason, say, that two
mewmbers would have no influenee 1 a House
consisting of thirty members. There nught be
some grounds for sych reasoning if all the other
Colouies were combined against Prince Edward

eel that the question is one which will

would be their interest, and that our prosperity
would add (e the prosperity of the general govern-

Island; but when we cousider that our interest

|
ment, and that they cannot pass laws to oppress |
us without oppressing all tly Colories, it does
not appear that we have any just cllue_fnr. cmn-|
plaiut en this head. Perbaps the constitution of
the Upper House might have been arranged on
more equitable terws, but if Nova Scotia and
New Brunswick are satisfied, I don’t think we1
should be the first to complain. It is evident
that Great Britain considers the time has qrrn‘vd |
that she can only retain her connection with her
colonial possessions in North America by them
uniting under one Government. Sie is w;lllng
and anxious to leave the arrangement of the
terms of that Uuion, as far as is compatible with
justice to us and her own dignity, to ourselves.
So far all the Colonies have agreed to a Consti-
tution: which only awaits the sanction of the dif-
ferent Colonial Legislatures to render the duty of
the Imperial Parliament an easy an! agreeable
one in framing and passing an act in accordance
with those resolutions, but in the event of any of
the Colonies, through their representatives, pro-
posing by resolution any amendwent to any of
the resolutivns passed at the Quebec Conference,
such proposed amendment would be considered
by the British Parli t, and if d d just
and equitable, would doubticss be adopted in the
framing and passing of the Imperial Act. If, on
the other hand, through a wmisconc=ptien of our
true position, or from the force of public opinion,
as moulded by the opponents of Confederation,
our Legislature should reject the adoption of the
resolutions of the Quebec Conference, without
propusing any equitable terms for our admission.
[ do not beheve that Prince Edward Island would
be allowed to remain a stumbling block to British
Colonial policy, but would be wecluded on the
terms that have been deemed equitable to all the
other Colonies, and by her own ablest aud iw-
partially selected statesmen ; and although nearly
all the opponents of Confederation on the terwms
agreed upon at the Conference admit that a
Unior must take place, I have not seen that there
has been any terms proposed on which they are
willing to unite, although ithe time is fast ap-
proaching when it will be too late to seek awmend-
ment. On the contrary, all the eloguence and
taleut of many of our public men are cup oyed in
haunting the public mind with visions vl oppres-
sive taxes, ruined trade, and our sous on the Ca-
nadian frontier in arms for the defence of a coun-
try not their own, whilst adwitting the necessity
of a Union. That such may be turned from the
error of their ways, and strive for the advance-
went of the true interests of this our Islaud, 1s
the siucere wish of

Your Friend,

J. C. UNDERHAY.

King’s County, Feb. 25th, 1365.

[FOR THE EXAMINER.]

THE UNION OF THE PROVINCES TO
SELTLE THE LAND QUESilION.

Those questions having engaged the public
attention for some time past, and various
opivivns having been published, and as [ have
given both subjects some consideration, 1
send my opinions for publication with the
rest.

First, with regard to the prophesied exces-
sive taxation, and where our taxes ought not
to be applied : It is my opinivn, that who-
ever can conquer and keep possession of the
Canadas, will be masters of the Lower Pro-
vinces, and whoever can take and keep pos-
session of the coal mines of Nova Scotia and
Cape Breton, will be masters of our sea
coasts. Now, if the passes into the Canadas
and dutside sea coasts can be defended by for-
tifications and ships of war, they will be our
defences ; and 1t will be our duty to contri-
bute our quota of mwen and money towards
their maintenanee. Buat [ agree with the
opinion of the British Miuistry, that it there
is any excessive taxation in consequence of
thie Union of the Provinces, it will be impos-
ed by the local Legislatures, and especially
that of this Island, where it required seven
Delegates to be sent to Quebec to do the
work ol three or four, and thirty representa-
tives to our House of Assembly to do the
work of eighteen, with offices multiplied to
sSult men in pooportion.

A Government founded by the free w:ll of
the people of the several Provinees, to Be
durable and permanent, must be free from
all taint of favoritism or corraption, as a
favor to one party would be a: the expense
of the rest.  Therefore, the frame-work of
the coostitution for the government of the
United Provine:s appears to have been drawn
up with circamapection, to aillow equal rights
toall parties ; and cohscquently it has merited
and received the approval of the British Mi-
nistry. Then, what object had our Dclegates
in view to mar the work of the Conference
by one demanding a special grant of £200.-
000, and another demanding an extra repre-
sentative to the Federal Legislature? 7T,
me it has such an ugly look, I must leave it
to others to make their comments, and com-
pare the work of our leading wmen with the
work of statesmen—the Report of the Con-
ference drawn up at Quebec.

In that Report they propose, in general
terms applicable o the other Provineces, to
settle our Land Question. They offer what |
have agitated for, for upwards of thirty
years, to place the holders of property in this
Island on the same footing with the scttlers
in the other Provinces. Sce the twenty-ninth
proposition in the Report of the Conference,
us follows : —

¢+ 29. The General Parliament shall have
power to make laws for the peace, welfare
and good government of the Federated Pro-
vinces (saving the sovereignty of England,)
and especially laws respecting the following
subjects :

** 23. Rendering uniform all or any of the
laws relative to property and civil rights in
Upper Canada, Nova Seotia, New Branswick.
Newfoundland and Prince Edward Island,
and rendering uniform the procedure of all
or any of the Courts of these Provioces ; but
any statute for this purpose shall have no
force or authority in any Provinee until sanc-
tioned by the Legislature thereol.”

Although the above is made to apply to
five Provinces, it is in this Islund where'it is
especially required, where the agricultural
inbabitants who have reclaimed the land, and
supplied the first elements of commerce to
the community, are driven to the necessity of
associating to save their property from per-
sons olaiming to be laud owners, and yet
have no title, but the unconstitutionza! indul-
gence of Colanial Ministers, who have refused
to allow the law to be put in operation for
revesting forfeited lands in the Crown. And
to show the necessity of reformi.g the pro-
ceedings of our courts of law, to constitute
any perton a proprietor of land in this Is-
land requires no title ; it is only necessary
for him to procure some ignorant persons to
attorn and execute leases. Then he is a
proprietor according to our law, '2aving the
respoesibility of such a gross imposition on
the most ignorant and innocent persons.
But in the other Provinees there are Courts
for the investigation of titles, and for per-
sons claiming to be proprietors by holding
over forleited lands, could be inquised- into,
if they had such a title as would authorise

for wild land.

The 15 Years Purchase Bill raised no
question of title, nor do | think the Tenants’
Petition to quiet parties in possession of
fishery reserves and liable to arrears of quit
rent appears a concession to all parties, und
to those who know little of the value of the
Proprietors, claims, the offer of the freehold
to the tenant, at 15 years purchase, would
appear a concession from the Proprietor
But there is nothing in the Bill to prevent
the Federal Government settling the Land
Question. In the early settlement of Ame-
r.ca, persons of property obtained grants of
large tracts of land, to settle with
other persons. But the demands of the
grantees were complained of as exorbitant,
and British suhjects had a right to be settled
by the Crown without being left to be settled
by a middle party, who is not responsible to
them, and wmay favor sowe and oppress
athers. And this appears the reason for the
Conference at Quebee, requiring *‘a uoifor-
_mn.{ of the laws relative to property and
civil rights,”’ that the inhabitants shall have
no cause for complaint or discontent.

Bat the title to the lands of this Island de-
pends on its settlement with foreign Protes-
tants, for it is declared in every Township
grant that unless the lands are settied with
such persons, within foyr years from the
date of the grants, the lands shall revert to
the Crown, and the grant shall be void and
of no effect. This was public notice to Brit~
ish subjects, that if the land was not settled
with foreigners it would be at the disposal
ot the Crown, and consequently for seitle-
ment with British subjects; and the refusal
of the Guvernment to resume the land for the
settlement of the ivhabitants is the wrong
the tenants have to complain of ;: and the
Escheat of Townships 15 and 55, and settle.
ment of the inhabitants in freehold, and

them to impose a rent upon Britisi subjects|

leaving all the rest of the tenants in
age, sete the wrong in a stronger light; anq
after long agitation the wrong remains stij]
unredressed.

The report drawn up hy the Conferencg
at Quebec shows its authors to be statesmen,
fit to administer the Government of & natign,
They know that to release the tenants froy
bondage will give a new impulse to industry
to increase property, and lead to prucpem,.'
and they know that the more ;.roopem.;
they can make a country the greater will by
its resources and revenue. No man of senge
will ohject to neecesary taxation; and pg
man fit to be a statesman will impose an up.
necessury tax. The prosperity of a country
and wellere of its pecple, is an honor
after by the stateemen who administer the
Government; and the Federal Governmeng
can ooly have that ooject in view); but g
proprietary Government and the inhabitante
are two parties with opposite inte
one pretending Proprietors withoat a titje
aund the other the men they have ensnared ag
tenasnts. And instead of a Government to
give even handed justice to all parties, the
state craft is a system: of Jjugglery, to make
believe that they are legislating to set the
tenants free, while the object is to make be.
lieve they have gainel a title for themselves,
to bied the tenants more and more. There.
fore, for the tenants to be placed on a foot.
ing with the settlers .n the other Provinces,
their safest conrse is ts sopport the Uniog
of this Island with the other Provinces.

WM. COOPER.

Sailors’ Hope, Feb. 24, 1865.

MEETING AT CARDIGAN.

A meeting of the inhabitants of New-
bridge, Cardigan, and vicinity, was held on
Thursday, 23d of Fetruary, to take into con-
sideration the advartage or disadvantage
that would accrue to this Island from a Con~
(ederinion of lt;’oe lCquniel.

Allen Campbeli, Esquire, was appointed
to take the Chair. l::?wr the nnsz; was
duly organized, the Hon. A. A. McDonald
wuas requested to gve an account of his
stewardship while a Delegate to the Confer-
ence. lMle responded to the invitation, and
gave a detailed account of the labors of the
delegation and Repors in general.

Thowas Owen, Esquire, then requested
the Representatives iu Parliament, the Hon,
E. Thornton and Romald Walker, Esquire,
to express their opiaions on Confederation,
The Hon. E. Thornton then rose and lm
at sowe length in cpposition to Confe
tion. »

Mr. W. P. Lewis requested Ronald Walk~
er, Esquire, to express his views on the sub-
ject. He declined, saying that he thought
that some of the Unionists ought now to ad~
dress the weeting, a: he was an anti-union-
ist, as was his colleaue, the Hon. E. Thorn-
ton.

Thomas Owen, Esquire, then rose and ads
dressed the meeting, expressing his views in
favor of Conlederation, and concluded by
stating that the thanks of this meeting are
due to the llons. Col Gray, T. Heath Hayi-
land, W. Il. Pope, Zdward Whelan, and A.
A. McDonald, for their straight-forward
conduct while at the Conference.

Ronald Walker, Esquire, then rose and
addressed the meeting in opposition to union,
stating that P. E. Lsland was at present weil
enough.

Mr. W. P. Lewis then addressed the meet-
ing, and spoke at considerable length in fayor
ot Union.

Mr. Thomas Clay also addressed the meet-
ing and expressed himself opposed to Uaion.

Mr. Jouin Kaneen expressed himself in
favor ot Union.

It was then moved by Thomes Owen, Esq.,
seconded by W. Alley, Esq:

Resolved, That this meeting consider it
ture to expiess any opinion on the Contederation
of the North Awericas Colonies until an appeal
be made to the people through a general clection,
and the action taken by New Brunswick and
Nova Seotia is known Lo the people of this Island.,

Moved by Mr. W. P. Lewis, secouded by
Donald Stewart, Esquire,

Whereas, the Legislatuve of this Island did in
186~ redue > the Governwent allowanee to Teaclis
ers of the First Class from £55 to £10, render-
ing i obligatory on the part of the inbabitauts of
each Schoul District 1o raise £15, or more, for
the deficiency of Teachers” Salary ; ard whereas
it often happens that the School Trustees are put
to a great deal of trouble and aoboyance to com-
pel many of their poorer netghbors to contribute
their share of such deficieney, so that m wany
cases the teacher 1 poorly paid or not paid at sliz

Resolved, therefore, That it is the opiaion of this
meeting (hat the Legislature at its next Session
should increase the Govesmment allowance to
School Masters to the same amount as forwerly,
and impose a swoll additional publie tax te weet
the proposed increase of the teachers” salaries.

Moved by Mr. W. P. Lowis, seconded by
T. Owen, Esquire,

Resolved, That the thanks of this meeting are
due to the Hons. A. A. McDonald, E. Thornten,
and Ronald Walker, Lsquire, for their attendauce
at this meeting.

After the usual votes of thanks were given
to tbe Chairman and Secretary for their im~
partial conduet, the Hoo. E, Thornton pro~
posed three cheers for the Queen, which was
lustily responded teo.

W. P. Lewis thea proposed that the pron
ceedings of this meeting be sent to the Fr-
aminer for publication, and that the other
papers be requested to copy.

C. A. ALLEY, Sec'y.

MEETIXG AT CASCUMPEQ.
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The very landable course hus been adopted by
the representatives of the first Electoral distriet of
Prince County, prior t« the meeting of the Legisla-
ture, to call meetings i1 different localities in order
to hear an expression of opinion from their consti-
tuents on such questious of iuterest as may theun at-
tract public atteution. A large and influen:ial
meeting of this description took place at Cascumpee
Temperance Hall on Thareday lust, the 23rd Feb.
After the meeting waus duly orgavized, Messrs
Conroy and Howlan, by request, expressed their
views at large on the, at present, all-important
question of Confederation ; the lutter gentleman, in
purticular, made one of his most brilliant efforts,
and exposed at some length, the unsoundness of
principel on which the Quebec busis of Confeders-
ation was framed. Various speukers o both sides
of the guestion having expressed their opinion, the
following resolutions were then put, and with the
exception of five nays 1o the second, were i
unanimously.

Resolved—That the thanks of this meeting are
respecifully tendered to the Represeutatives of the
District for calling und attending this meeting,
and for the very able exposition of their views on
the Confederation scheme.

The second was moved by Mr. William Montge-
mery:

KResolved—That however desirable it might be
to enter the proposed Coufederation of these British
North American Provinces on terms just and equit-
able, it is the decided opinion of this meeting that
the terms of Union coatained in the Report of the
Quebec Conference are ueither just nor equitable
P. E. Island, and therefore such us we cunnot

accept.

Moved by John Clark, Esq.
Resolved, That it is the wish of this meeting
thut the Represeutatives of this District do not
vote for the Union of the Colonies under the basis
laid down at the Quebec Conferveuce, should the
matter be brought before the House of Assembly
at the ensning Session.
Matters of a me:cly local interest then ocenpied
the attention of the meeting. After expressi
their approval of the impartial manner in wbi:ﬁ
the Chairman had performed his duties, and agree-
ing that the above resolations be priuted, the
weeting finally closed.
The midersigned begs to apologize to the gentle-
men who seconded ths wbove resolutions, us the
Secretary having leit the meeting, a record of their
names was not tukea.
JAMES FORSYT!, Senr., Chairman.
~ oo
(FOR THE EXAMINER.)

At a public meeting of the Inhabitants of Horse
Head, Lot 1, held iv the School House in the
said place, on the 23(h Februnry, for the purpose
of changing the nawe of the locality, Mr. Loeh-
lin Shea being called to the chair, it was pro-
posed by William Shea, Senr. and carried unani-
wously that in future the name * Saint Andrew’s,
Lot 1, be used instead of * Horse Head " 88 |
before. i

Ordered that the proceedings of thia meeting
be sent to the Ezaminer and Herald newspapers

for publication.
LOCHLIN SHEA, Chairman.
St. Andrew’s, Lot 1, March 1st, 1365,
———
CHARLOTTETOWN LITERARY AND
DEBATING SOCIETY.

_ The adjourned question of “Taxation, should
it be direct or indirest,” was discussed with livelf
iuterest on last Friday evening; but owing toths
great importance of the subjeet, it was .
adjourned, and will be continued ou next Friday
evening, the 10th iustant. Should the next dé
bate Lo sustained in the same spirited wauner
:thbe 8 very pleatant e;auli?((mwill ban

y y. P GW!
Margh 6th, 1865,




