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It Springtime were the only time
. "It would mot be so dear:—
The budding time, the mating time,

‘The promise time o’ the yeur;
But Summer comes with ripening
heat,
And Autumn with
stained feet,
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& "’%)ulh'vhemlly enl).
1 L

her wine-|

"H is ‘not expected that Princess
Mary gni Lord Lascellos will take
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Hall imuch _before the opening of
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A feature whRh marks-the de-
clension of the Liberal party in
federal and provincial affairs alike
is the subs®tution of the party cau-
cus for the legislature and the in.

ion of the legislative d in by
an organization which hads no con-
stitutional or legal status. In order
to make this clear we may. first. de-
fine the esgential features of these|
two rival and th-qunnxlg conflict- |
mg hodies, What is Tegislature?
And what -h; a caucns?

e

A le“slature is primarily a law-
making body composed of members
elected by the people. It is of Brit-
erywhere in the

not of Britkh, but of American or-
mln It is defined as “a gathering
prellminary to a public meeting of
citizens for election or otner pur-
poses, generally political.” That
was its primary meaning. As we
have it here and at Ottawa during
the legislative sessions, it is a
Isecret meeting of those elected
jmemoers of the legislative body
and other persons who belong to

the purposes and interests of that
party. First of all, the caucus is
a secret meeting. while the legisla-
tive meetings are open to the pub-
ilh:. Secondly the usual purpose of
4 cancus Is to induce some memher
lm- members to surrenter such: in-
dep,cndence of views or action as
he may have in regard to the par-
l\"s general policy, or to some par-
ticular measure of that policy.

one political party and to prmlmm’

or legal existence but hau now be-
come supreme in the land.

The supremacy of the caucus in
government and legislation, the
surrender. al)ch t and desplcable as
lexlslmure thereto, call for no proot
at our hands. That supremacy was
from day to day recalled, and that
surrender admitted in like manner
in the public discussions of the as-
sembly. Members. of the govern-
ment openly reminded éach other
of what had been angreed upon in
caucus. When the indemnity tre-

member set up- in- justification of
the salary grab the long and ardu-
ous labors and the midnight toil of
the members in caucus. They had
parned $500 each in secret con-
|clave,. if not during the compara-
| tively unimponrtant sittings of the

duction was proposed a zecaloug (¥
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at
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all of these things when govern.
ments and legislatures surrender
to it the constitutional authority
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