THE SHOW-OFF
“ Admiration seems to be,

—Old Mother Nature,

The Black Shadows had come
down from the Purple Hills, cros-
sed the Big River and the Green
Meadows, and settled in the little
swamp through which Laughing
,Brook flows into the Smiling Pool.

Contract Bridge
By. Josephine Culberison
.., - “UNGRATEFUL DECLARER

A combinatior of unfortu-

Love's most frequent opening key. |g;

called Hylas, were singing in the
water all around the. Smiling
Pool. You know Peeper the Hyla
is a famous singer in the early
morning. Croaker the Green Frog
added his voice to the chorus now
and then.

Peter was sitting very still list-
ening. Suddenly there appeared
right in front of him a feather-
ed acquaintance of long stand-
ing. He had a long bill. For his

West couldn’'t be happy about

# nate and inept def gave the
declarer an excellent chance in
the following hand—but he gave
it back.
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North's  bidding d

ing a heart, a diamond or a
club, so he fell back on what
looked like a ‘“‘neutral” solution—
his top trump. This was not an
actual mistake, but it did have
(or should have had) an unfortu-
nate outcome, because it gave de-

‘|clarer the advantage in timing.

South took the first trick in his
own hand and led the heart six.
West ducked in the hope that de-
clarer would go wrong, but South
guessed correctly and put up the
king. A diamond was then led
from the board. East ducked,
figuring that South might have
king-jack, and declarer’s queen
went to West's king.

Now, no matter how painful it
as for West to lead from his
-J-8 eof clubs, he should have
made that shift, but he actually
led another trump. Dummy won,
and the diamond seven was led
toward the closed hand. East put
up the ace and shifted to clubs.
South won with the club ace—

more than he could deliver, but
there was some logic in his idea
that a direct raise to two spades
would not do- full justice to his
holding, Anyway, North’'s two
bids should have .turnod out well.
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He wasw't exactly dancing, but
he was taking funny little steps,

size it was a very long bill, It
was so long that he was called
Longbill the Woodcock, He uses
that long bill to bore holes in
the soft earth and pull out worms.
He always knows just where to
bore. It always has puzzled Pet-
er how he ecan know, but he
does.

Just now Longbill was not bor-
ing for worms. He was acting
funny. Anyway Peter thought he
was acting funny. He dropped
his wings until the tips almost
dragged on the ground. He threw
his head back, and puffed out
his breast.

“He's showing off,” thought Pet-
er. “He's showing off. 80 it must
be that Mrs. Longbill is around
somewhere. It's a funny thing
how some folks like to show
off”

Suddenly Longbill took to his
somewhat short wings, and went
up, up, up, until in the dusk Peter
could no longer see him. But he

could tell just where Longbill was|

because Longbill kept whistling.
It must be that Longbill was
circling, or somehow keeping him-
self in one place up there. Peter
wished that he could see him.
He wished it even more whn
instead of those clear whistled

and then went wrong. If he had
discarded a club from dummy on
the good diamond jack, then led
the diamond nine and thrown
away dummy’s last club, giving
the trick to East, no defense
could have been effective. East
could not lead trumps, and de-
clarer, at his leisure, could ruff
both of his losing elubs in dum-
my, But that was not what hap-
pened South discarded a club on
his diamond jack, but then he
led a club, and that was his ruina-
tion. West took the trick and
led his last trump—and South
soon discovered that he eouldn’t
ruff a elub and a diamond with

dummy’s lone trump.
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ground again at|freighter Columbia Trader is
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thermoré Her coat matched very|be completed in two or three days.
perfectly the brown leaves on the| The Texas City blast in April,
ground.  So it wasn’t surprising|1947, was touched off by 2,300 tons

deed, it would have been surpris-|Persons.
ing if he had seen her, Almost
at once 'Longbill began to dojypen he had done a little show-
‘m{hr mgm"‘:‘m‘hA“d In tWo|no” off himself, all because he
oK. tIree 10 t:z ak'e Ow“ OnCe| wanted Mrs. Peter to admire him,
E::el “';ly \itle song ca’:: :1“0'9 You see, admiration really is the
‘ :‘Il:ove' ch ngte s :‘ﬁ’: key that first unlocks love.
tle raindrop gently falling. &

“He never. -does ‘that any other| '
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time of year,” thought Peter. I ﬁv TROUBLE
suppose it's one way of showing| [T s 8 mil -
off. What does anybody want to q"";.‘ e s e i o
show off for anyway?” L :
There was nobody %6 answer
that question. Peter had quite for-
gotten that there had been times
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PAILY CRYPTOQUOTE-Here's how to work ity
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©nc letter stmply stands for another. In this example A is used
gor the three L's, X for the two O@'s, etc. Single letters, apose
Wrophies, the length and formation of the words are all hinls.
Bach day the eode letters are different. '

A Oryptogrem Quotation
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AL BLANCHARD

Admission 30c

MOCCASIN DANCE

MONTAGUE OURLING RINK
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18

'S ORCHESTRA

Dancing 9 till 1

Refreshments sold

At 8 P. M.

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
A Special Meeting Of

Electrical Contractors Association

Tuesday April 12th
Charlottetown
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