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& Co. had purchased from the Trustees. I Mr. Pope had |

continued to hold the property, he would have put the peo-
ple to great trouble and inconvenience. And, Sir, as &

the price — the Government gave no more than the amount | sapport. :
g . .
| Member now in this House did no

‘ which free lands were l»rmniwd to the peopl

which was asked from Captain Sleigh. The press opposed to
the Government stated that it would cost twenty shillings an
acre, we got it for six shillings an acre with the back rents.
As to the assertion of the how. member — that members of
this House have been speculating in the Jands. I deny it, and

now call upon him to name a single -individual to whom his/|

chargc will :lpp]y. Not one Liberal member has llurd::xw&'l

100 acres, and none could obtain more than 300. So there |

is not much chanee of speculating in that. So far fiom the
(iovernment not taking all necessary precautions to guard the
interests of the people, I can only state that Messrs. Pope &
Company were dissatisfied at the strictness with which we
conducted the negotiation for the purchase.

Hon Mr. Mostcourry.—Mr. Chairman, the question of
Fscheat has been agitated now for a very long time, and I
do not agree with the Hon. Col Secretary when e says, that
the petitions before the House on the st ig
from a few individuals in Charlottetown. I know, Sir, that
it has long excited great interest throughout the country. |
The tenantry were promised that they would have their ]
lands on better terms when once Respomsible Government)
was introduced, and I know that political capital was made
out of it at the Elections. The first year after the introduc-
tion of Responsible Government, handbills in support of the |
Liberal candidates were circulated, in which it was stated, |
that the Land Question would be settled. The people under-
stood by that, that a Court of Escheat would be established,
and several were elected on the strength of that idea. As
to the argament that the Home Government would not allow
a Court of Escheat to be established because they had pre-
viously refused it, we know that many things have been

ranted which had previously been denied. I scenoreason,
{r. Chairman, for Hon. Members objecting to the establish- |
ment of a legal and constitutional Court of Escheat, if for |
no other purpose than to put an end to the agitation of t‘:iJ
question. A proprietor having a good title to his land will
have no cause to fear an investigation, and should in my
opinion, be the first to support the institution of such a
Court, and I think it our duty, Sir, to endeavour to obtain
the Court, only to quiet the minds of the people, which wiil
not be until the Court shall have been established. I shall
support the Resolution as having for its object the attain-
ment of a legal and constitutional right, and not only on that
ground, but with a view, as I said before, to terminate the
future agitation of this question, and allay the excitement
in the minds of the people. Why, Sir, I know one Township
where the people refuse to pay their rents, as they were led
to belicve that the Government intended to take the lands
from the proprietors, and grant them to the tenants. I must
say, Sir, in justice to the Hon. Col. Secretary, that I never|
heard of his having made such promises, but I know that|

persons have been going about_the country, instilling into | - ety padoge e 3
the minds of the people, the idea that the Liberal party myself to vote for Escheat. The Hon. Member, Mt Lair
the trouble of going into my district to excite the people

s ! against me on this question, and after all he has done, if
ITon. Mr. Lorn.—Really, Mr. Chairman, a mew light ap- |, '5s content to lose Lis time and pay his horse-hire and
;»car_s to have dawned on the mind of the Hon. Member who expenses, [ am satisfied. Why Mr. Chairman, under the
as just sat down. We heard nothiug of this last winter. | friy apiion of the Land purchase Bill, the Attorney and
when he and his party were in power. As to political eapi-| g ivitor General are a court of Enquiry to investigate
titles. In all countries there will be found some agitators, 4 g TRRICREL, " ’ = % . ’
A S0 Lk e tiace thely Visws s e  Thilc remedy. If that hon. member will look, he can easily see | wno can tell me the result 2 The expectations of the tenantry
no matter how wild an visignary their views may be. 1€ for himself, But the who suffer under the actual pressure - g J
o il Sl M moyt oo s Took Gat B Bd m&lvg e throughout the Island have been jong exeited, and whera

i 108 S < 0 S " g . e : e ppooe-

: F(:\ % - bth't 4 I \ b M “_E"” | mow, Sir, will be found impartial Sherifis under the Bill
ief. To shew that the hon. member (Mr. ightman)| . o passed the other day ?

y nr Vg e : N o sche: after a ittine ths » orants we A } o . ¢ ; s .3
h he was pledged to advocate no measure which did should go for Escheat, after admitting that the grants were |5y o s e impartial and unbiassed opinions? Pass this

would obtain an Escheat of the proprietor’s lands.

{
i

tal having been made at the last gencral Election, out o
yromises of free lands to the tenantry, I have seen it stated

n tb? islander newspaper, that I ’romis}:d the Inlm‘l»’-i:mi-" of | [Ton. Member, Mr. Laird, has stated that the petitions before
Lot 19, to get them free lands. Now, Sir, I deny the asser-14),0 jrguse had influenced his mind and induced him to
tion most positively, [ never promised any thing of the kind, support the resolution of the Ilon. Member, Mr. Cooper,

and Escheat was never mentioned at any meetingz on Lot 19,

’ it, in order to quiet the n.inds

ibject origivated | Gocuments which have been cited t

{ the [fon. Member,

of the people and prevent any‘!
man or any set of men from making political caj ital ouF of |
the agitation on this subject. DBut Mr. .('h‘:nrm:m. it has been |
denied that Members of the present Majority ever held nu't to|
the people the promise of free lands as a bait h?_o}*tlllll their |
But I will ask, if in the year 1852 one Hon. |
t circulate a bhandbill in|
e, il the so c;Ll!ml ‘
1 to power ! (Name, Name). Well
fraid to name bim and I name the

| liberal party were elevatec
| Mr. Chairman, [ am not 2
| Hon. Member, Mr. Clark.
Mr. Crark.—I deny it. :
Hon. Mr. Loxewortn.—Then all T can say 18, th.at T ean
that he placed the handbill into the hands of another

| prove
| party. g g
My. Crarx.—That is not circulating it, (Laughter.)

l Hon. Mr. Loxgworti.—Mr. Chairman. I need no more
the truth of whatI have

! than such an assertion to prove
| caid. for if the fact of the Hon. Member’s having circulatod
the Bill is not proved by his having handed it to anoti
! person, or does not prove & cirealation by him, I u(:lnot SNow
| what could be termed a circulation. Dut with rc.lcren(-c to
[ the question itself, | maintain that although ministers may
have refused to Escheat the lands, there is nothing in all the
o shew that the British
Governiment would not sanetion a court of Escheat. (Laugh-
ter.) lon Members may amuse themselves by laughing as
much as they please, but1 say that the question for the

| however, Mr. Chairman, high t

views before the House of Assembly. At that time, sir, the agilntion on the sulqcct of Lscbc?t. 1 Voting it down thig
Hon. Member had a large majority in the House, and much | eyening will be so far from settling it, t.hat a refusal
benefit was expected to result. Myself and others were led to only pave the way for subscquent applications, to be re
believe that important alterations in the conditions under beated
which land was held by the large majority of the people in
the colony would be efiected, and 1 will say now that it 18

inion that it the Hon. Member had not been extrava- \ : ;
f:f,{,?l‘ilul\mljnis views, much might have been accomplished in that nothing but the Ccurt in operation would settle the
B ’

the direction of the Hon. Member’s views—probably some  matter. Aud when the first case which might be submitteg
six or seven Townships might have been escheated—but the! to the decision of that Court, as bgmg a competcpt mm
Hon. Member believed that what could be applied to one | ¢hould be thoroughly argued and lQiscussed, and fairly M
would be applied to all, and thus, however good his inten-| _ .4 then if legal objections were taken to that decis

{ions may have been, he went in my opinion too ‘lu.r. It 8 | \nd it should be carried to the House of Sosds s the B

-y v B ey o est court of appeal, and there receive its quietus—then Lwoulg
and while I adrit that it is natural for the tenants to desire s;y.that cvcrly[ ma’n housd bw With Temetl gubmig;io(:tg

to become freeholders, and further that 1 believe they have : v
l:l)'Cl:' ;Lt';"t\) b:lic\'u that the lands would fall into the hands | the final settlement of the question. 1 look for a stro

of the Government of the Colony, I cannot withhold the agitation next year, and I oppose it, as I caid before, for
ssion of my opinion that the day for that has gone by,| the reasons which actuated me on previous .om,“

voted with a view to a final settlement of thq queg'ﬁm. I
should have to give my support to the resclution, and ggy

expre

purchase biil presents the only practicable mode of convert-| I agree with the opinions of a former Attorney aud So-

line the tenants into freeholders and although it may be - 7 e 3
‘0(;§sidcrcd by some that the Worrel Estate was purchased | licitor General, as quoted by the hon. member, Mr, Cooper,

at a high figare, 1 consider it an exce¥lent move in the right | that it iz quite competent for I_he Goverpmcnt to constitute
direction. DBefore long I have no doubt that the proprietors [ a Court without an z_\ct. of .thc. Legislatare.  Still, My,
will be glad to sell their lands to the Government—the land | Chairman, I cousider this question is one which it is inexpe-
tax they will find to be a somewhat heavy burden, which is| dient to moot at the present time. The non-compliance with
not without its infiuence upon them now—the contemplutcd 1 the conditions in the ox‘iginal grants has been the subject of

~stablishment of a eovrt of Escheat bas never l)ecp b.«-('orc
the House on any previous occasion. 1t is our constitutional |
right to have such a Court, and as I do not approve of the |
wordine of the resolution moved by tho.llun. “\lcml_lcr, Mr.
Cooper, I suggest to the consideration of the Committee the

following :

¢« That it is expedient to establish a Court of competent Jurisdic- |
rion to investigate and decide upon the titles to all Township Lands |
in this Island.” i

Mr. CLaRx.—Mr. Chairman, as to the handbill on which E investig

Mr. Longworth, laid so much stress, I|
think I can easily explain that to the Committee. I received !
that paper by post; it came to me among & lot of others ; the |
prineipal portion uf_’ \\’hr’h if T recollect right, related to |
the eivil list Bill. “When I opened the parcel, Mr. John|
Owen, who was present, took up the handbill. Mr. Owen |
is no Elector. And I can state, Mz. Chairman, that I did |
not agree in the statements contained in‘ the h:md}»ill. It[
has been frequently thrown up to me, that 1' carried tbat:
handbill about among the people, but I consider that my |
conduct with reference to that bandbil, in letting Mr.
Owen take it away with him, affords no greater proof of
my agreeing with the opinions it set forth than would, this
reading and lending te a friend by the IHon. Member forJ
Charlottetown, Mr. Longworth, of Paine’s works, be a|
proof that he coincided with the opinions of the .author. I
denv, Mr. Chairman, that there is much agitation on this
subject in Prince County and [appeal to the Hon. Member,
Mr. Montgomery,to say if there was any allusion to it at St.
Eleanor's at the general Flection? and at my recent elect$on.
[ expressly stated at St. Eleanor's that I would not J»lcdge

, took

vithoug

| sion which if continued will ultimate :
fairest, and indeed only practicable mode of escheat namely, |

tax upon their rent roll is another atvgxir:ldt::ges::l!lléelg;‘;};;?(i‘ indulgfzn({o‘s fiom .timc to time, and he to whom the lands

| were forfeitable might have granted them cr not as he pleas-
by the tenants paying a reasonable sum for the purchase of | ¢d to A. or B., to any person here or in _E"g!“"dv in small
their farms,— 1 do vot go for taking the lands from the | lots or in one large grant to a single individual or to several,
As I said before, I think the time for doing so| While such was the undoubted prerogative of the Crown, and

proprietors. ) § 4 gl S & i
and if I agree to purchase a piece of land from |while it chose to exercise it, by remitting seme of the con-

has passed,

any man, I have no right to ”s‘l‘ him ‘!“’I‘" h(‘", r"c“"‘""dAi'v if[ ditions,and by extending the period of settlement, thete surely
he has a title recognized by the laws of the Lountry. A8 1055 syfficient grounds to warrant the grantees and their suces

ervations which have been made on the subject of the

the obs ) n )
ation of the title to the Worrel Estate previous-

cessors in saying and feeling that it would be a hardship and
ly to its being purchased by the Government under the Land i"JElStlce to CSCl_\eut the _lands. I., Sir, will oppose this reso-
purchase Bill, the fifth section of that Act requires that the lution, as I believe the introduction of such a Court would
Government shall cause such investigation to be made before | produce such agitation ard turmoil as we have rever in tie
they shall purchase any lands under the Act. This, Mr.|worst of times experienced. I believe irreparable miscliels
Chairman, | consider has been done by the law adviser| oo 14 orice ® Those opinions influenced my opposition tive sty

| of the Crown, the Hon. ; Geners nd I should think : R TE 8
of the Crown, the Hon. Attotgey General, B b years ago, and now there is greater reason to maintain thoee

t the opinion of a pentleman holding the high position o . .
tha pin i » ¥ opinious, and offer to the resolution a more vigorous and de-

which he dues, ought to be sufficient to satisfy the people of the | i wah . >
Coleny that a proper investigation has been made, and that the cided opposition, because there is now more danger of escheat

titles of the Proprietors are good. Al the different Deeds and | than there was twenty years ago. The system of Government
Documents affecting the property were submitted to him, and | which was in foree at that time, was such that they could
there is on the Table of the house his opinion, which should, I y0t have demanded escheat with any success. But, Mr,
think satisfy Hon. Members as to the mode in \::;h“'h the Go- | Ghairman, such is not the case at present. 1f this Act pass-
vernment acted in the purchase of the Estate. : hen @’cl‘mons |es— if the resclution before the committee this night shall
come before this House, it is our dnty to take them into our| s . o x
consideration. It is true we have on this subject petitions | have received the sanction o'f tbc{ majority of this I!uqse. and
from various parts of this Island. These petitions I shall treat | 8hall h ve become law, then there is no powerin a colouial min-
with all respect, and so I keow will all Hon. Members in this | ister to prevent its going into operation. It must, after passing
House ; but we have to decide whether we will encourage the | this House, receive the sanction of the Lezislative Couacil,and
Hon. Member, Mr. Cooper, in his endeavours to carry out the | then meet the approval of the Lieutenant Governor. Now,
views of those who have sizned these petitions. Hoping that |y (Chajrman, I ask what colonial minister, after the conces-
the question will be disposed of, one wav or the other to night, | . f R BB . 1 4 ¢ that b
I shall support the views of the Hon. Colonial Secretary. gt Sty e akalhis sioe- . Oves
Mr. McIxrosi.—Mr. Chairman, the hon. member who would not allow a b:“ backed up by the spproval, and receir.
B Hoemwers e ffone de o o By 1 ing the sanctions I bave mentioned, to pass into operation ¥
has just sat down, has spoken as if he hardly knew his own | pob o5 rencon, Sir, I feel it necessary to offer a more stren-

! meani "he savs ¢ v ade 1 - yiia ” . . 8
meaning. When he says that the grants were made impro- | yo,q onnosition than I have on previcus oecasicns felt myself

: . 1 3 . o ]s ( 1 1 y # & s
vidently, I tell him that the law and the constitution afford | ;1109 ynon to manifest. For onee establish this Court, ard

Where will you now find

at which I was present. I believe Mr. Todd’s Title to Lot iy gl Y . ant Governm Now. Si ade im idently. T will read s - ink convinee . :
P not meet the views of the present Government. Now, Sir,|made improy idently, I will read what will, I think, convince resolution, and then you will have agitation nat at the I st

3 ! Y 2 L 1 et ba bl . . .y
19 is good, and, Mr. Chairman, I deny that the agitation of| ot us see how much consideration those petitions are

uel

b a ‘ R M 'aph o n t1. . . 2 .
him that he ought to support a Court of Kscheat as a consti-1 poiy o Morrell alone,but it will extend and agitate the conn-

this question is general throughout this Island : I admit{ 3 ry smbe jolate . . : : 3 :
antitled to, to induce ary Ifon. Member to violate the asur Wy 1 b TS ! ;
tutional measure. I find in the third section of the twelfth try from one cnd to the other. I have never said that it was

there may be some excitement about it in two or three see-

: . . . . @ sec- | paneral pledze not to oppose the Government. Allowing| Pl e T
tions. About East Point there is a little interest folt in it. :\'ory si ?n:\turn subscrib«:il to the difforent petitions to bz chapter of Chitty on prerogatives:

y : o ast 20 ve P g -1 .
1t bas been discussed for the last 20 years, and I would like | ;106 2 bona fide elector, although there are many names

to know what good has resulted from the agitation of'it’} w jtton by the same hand, yet waiting that ohjection, and

b A . |impossible to obtain Ischeat on legal and constitaticnal
“The séire facias to vepeal or revoke unfounded or im-|erounds, but while it might and doubtless would be consider-

provident grants of the Crown (d), is another prerogative ed by many as a great boon—it would cause great Joss and

WSS Seatbuuic the Reople SR og VA Snltm S0 Mo ghaped supposing them all to be genuine, we find but 1047 people process which requires consideration. The King is, generally | irremediable evils to many individuals. Lands have Leen

of the Hon. Member (

rel Lstate are no better off than they were before. Why, sir,

1 was informed by Mr. Charles Dingwell that some of the| i, have been going about the country, endcavouring to |

tenants had agreed for the purchase of their lJands at three

would not enforce the bonds, he told me that he would. Sir, ] ing held in the Hon. Member Mr. Whelan’s, district. At that
maeting. I have been informed, that all but a few, say some | by fraud or a false sugoestion (£).”
- “ . pds ) s

I maintain that the tenants on that Estate who have availed
themselves of the provisions of the Land Purchase Bill, are
much better off than they were before. Why, Sir, look at
the land about St. Peter’s Bay, which is the highest priced
of the whole Estate, the tenants can get that at 12s. 6d.an|
acre, and will any man tell me that Mr. Pope would have
gold those lands at that price! No, Sir, he would not have
given it for double that amount. Tam decidedly opposed
to any further agitation of this question, and I must say
that it does not look very well to see certain partics now
supporting the Hon. Member Mr. Cooper, on this ques-
tion. 1 recollect, Mr. Chairman, the time when that ifon.
Member, and Mr. Mclntosh were brought to the Bar of the
liouse, for their conmcurrence at the famous Hay River
Meeting ; on that occasion some of those who mow go with |
him, had not the spirit to raise their vgices in his bebalf, at |
the time when the Hon. Member for Uharlottetown, (l]on.i
Mr. Palmer), was the warm friend and supporter of the

Proprictors.

Mz. M:Ixtosam.—Mr. Chairman, the Hon. Member who has
just sat down has asked ‘ what benefit the people bhave re-

that they have gained in the reduction of the price of Land

from four pounds to ten shillings an acre. And T advocate |

Ir. Cooper), which cost £300! But i e TR R -15ti £ the . : s
3 - s |asking for Yscheat, about 1-13th part of the electors of the % Ry et n d oy
Mr. Chairman, I am surprised at the Hon. Members, Messrs. | j,nd ! and are we to be ,.cfenl.)od to those petitions as speaking, bound by his grants; but this is only when they |
Cooper and McIntosh, stating that the tenants on the Wor-| ¢y ressing the wishes of the people? And, Mr. Chairman,

thgse very petitions bave been got up by a few agitators,

P o whes 1 statvd ‘Hiad Iv Mr. P nnsettle the minds of the people and throw every thing into |jure regio, for the advancement of justice and right, may {case, I may be told that the party n possesﬁon has his re-
a and when I stated thatsurely Mr. Pope} . . risi This I think is proved by the resul Bosaned- | renesl ki if the King or g : g e . b R
pounds an acre, J Pe | confusion. This I think is proved by the result’of the meet- [ repeal his own grant (/). As if the King grant what by law | pedy against - the individual from whom he derives title cn

six or seven, went against escheat, and though it is true

he is restrained from granting (g), or the grant be obtained | the covenant for quiet enjoyment. What remedy is that?

Where is a maw to look for a proprietor? Many of them
are dead, and the only reference in their cases is to be fuund

uatil at length the House concedes it.  Mr. Chairman, if |

never to return. I believe, Mr. Chairman, that the land | o1 oh my vote bas been recorded against escheat, although

: ] vhet purchased for valuable considerations, have descended to ehil-s
are not contrary to law either in themselves, or void for wn- | qren,—large improvements have been made,—mills and cther
certainty or d-‘/}'e}”?l‘m. or unjust as injurious to the rights | yaluable buildings have beea erected ; and are properties such
and interests of third persous (¢). In these cazes the King|as these to be escheated at this day 2 If such should be the

soma had put their names to the petitions befure the House, | No greater injury could be inflicted upon us, as British sub-
when they were made acquainted with the true state of the | jects, than to treat us as aliens. It is thefour duty to com-
case, they were sorry aud ashamed for what they had been f'pluin and if we are unanimous, we shall obtain what we
induced to do. So it would be'in other parts of the Island, |, " y

if the people had the true state and position of the question e
fairly laid before them. The Hon. Member, Mr. M-Intosh,| Hon. Mr. Paryee.—Mr. Chairman, a great deal has been

seems to think that the present Government, beeause it is|said in this discussion, and the remarks L am about to offer

liberal, ought to have gone for Escheat. T can tell him, Mr. | will not, I fear, meet the approval of either party, as they |
Chairman, thatif they had done-so, they wouldnot have |hays taken sides on this question. Sir, the first time on |

in the inseriptions on the tombstones of those over whose re-

{ mains such memorials may have been erccted. 1f we wish

to consult the peace and well being of the community, we
should not set in motien an engine fraught with the mischief
this measure would produce. It might have been tried as an
experiment years ago, but it is no lenger safe to tamper with

|it now under the present system of Government. if the

csived from the agitation of this question?” I can answer, l an agitator. If I recollect aright, he got his first election on |
|

been in & position to bave carried the beneficial measures !
they have, but they would be in a position similar to that of |
the tion. Member, Mr. Cooper, after his unsuccessful agita- |
tion. - I shall vote against the resolution in toto, and I will |
give my support to the Government in measures calculated |
to improve the settlement of the country, such as the Land |
Purchase Bill. 1

Hon. Mr. MosteouErY.—I must say, Mr Chairman, that |
in my opinion it does not look very well for the Hon. Mem- |
ber, Mr. Ulark, to censure Mr. Cooper, and designzte him as |
the ground that he was in favor of Escheat. I know that he |
was a strong supporter of the Hon. Member, Mr. Cooper, in |

Escheat in order to lower the price to the tenants still more. | these days; and therefore, if Mr. Cooper is now wrong and '

1f it had not been for the discussions which have taken place | misleading the people, he, (Mr. Clark,) must have been hable

on this subject, the lands would still be held at three or four

ands an acre. Butnow, instead of receiving thanks for
}:gving reduced the price of land, we are ridiculed and held
up to the country as disturbers and agitators. DBat, Mr.
Chairman, it is my opinion, that if there was more opposition
manifested to the proprietors, the lands would be offered on
better terms. And certainly those who have paid rent and
spent their time and labor in improving the land, should
purchase their properties at a lower rate than they who
come in and purchase wilderness lands.

Hon. Mr. Lorp.—Mr. Chairman, there can scarcely be any

evil, however great, which does not produce some little good.
And I can assure the Hon. Member Mr. M¢Intosh, that the

Government used everg recaution in dealing with Mr. Pope. |
1

As a proof that tbeti s0, I need only call the attention of
the Committee to the fact of their having reserved no lessa
sum than six thousand pounds, to meet any difliculties that
might arise {rom tenants refusing to attorn.

Hon. Mr. Loxoworti.—Mr. Chairman, I must say that 1
think the allusion made by the Hon. Member, Mr. Lord, to
the time at which the Hon. Members Messrs Cooper and
M:Intosh were brought to the bar of this House, can have no
bearing on our discussion of the question before us this
evening. That occurrence took place some 20 years.ago,
and really I do not see how it can affect cur judgment on
this matter. T am disposed to go fora Court of Escheat, and
when I say that, I do not mean to express the opinion that
the lands are liable to be escheated (Laughter.) ifon. Mem-
bers may laugh, but I can tell them, they may find it to be
no laughing matter, and it may be, that if they do not sup-

- port the establishment of a Court of Escheat, their con-
stituents may laugh them out of the ITouse of -Assembly at
the next Election. I see a great difference hetween a Court
of escheat and escheating the lands. I bave ever been opposed
to the extreme measures hitherto advocated by the Hon.
Member, Mr. Cooper, and I still consider the agitation which
has been going on for many years, a misfortune to the coun-
try, as no good could result from it. Still, Mr. Chairman, I

am in favor of a Court of Escheat. I comsider that we are |

as much entitled to it as the people of Canada, New Bruus-

to the same imputation. I do not agree with the Hon. |
Member in the opinion that the-fifth section of the Land
| Purchase Bill established a Court of Enquiry. As1read the
i Bill, it mer‘dy enables the Government to examine the titles|
| of any particalar property which may be offcred to them for
'sale.  And, Mr. Chairman, it is idle to say that the agitation

|

iof this question arose in Charlottetown ; it is notorious to
|

every one that the country at large has been agitating it for

i the last twenty years, and if [ do not mistake, the great
{ Liberal Reforin Association had it brought under their notice.
! As to the remarks the Ifon. Member, Mr. Clark, has offered
Iia explanation of the cireulation of the handbill,all I cansay
| is, that what he has stated is to my mind, as I think i% wifl
[ be to others, quite suflicient proof that he did circulate it ;
tand whether Mr. Owen was or was nqt-an eleotor, it makcs’;
no difference ; it is well known he was a warm political
partizan.

Mr Crark.—I deny, Mr. Chairman, that I cver was an
escheator, as the Hon. Member, Mr. Montgomery, bas stated.
My father was, however, a very warm advocate of escheat,
and thejonly difference that ever arose between him and my-
self was on that question. I do not deny that I may have
taken an active part from the year 1832 to 1842, but [ was
not elected till 1846, and for some time before that the
escheat party was considered dead. There was no talk of
escheat when I came to the house in 1846. And [ can tell
the Hon. Member that the majority of my constituents are
opposed to escheat and that the public mind in Prince
County is not enlisted in its favour. I stated at my election
that 1 would not promise to go for escheat and I was elected
for tthc reason that I was a supporter of the Liberal Goyern-
ment. S

' which I publicly expressed my opinions on this question of

| assigned by hon. mewbers who have spoken against it. 1

| Court be once established, and even only one Township should
be escheated—the Legislature cannot then interpose and stop
its further action, and undo what they had done, though
member, Mr. Cooper. That hon. memvuer then advocated the c'velry xvncmlx_‘r might be ApxifS S0 do so — the people gene-
establishient of the Ceurt as he does this evening. My | ;;‘ y \\((])uld insist on the machinery Leing kept going, and the
reasons for considering the measure objectionable, were the | 11 " Care POt if it would, interpose to prevent it. And,
same as L now entertain. There were many grounds of op-
position to the measure, but a principal cne was, that the

Kscheat, was about twenty years ago, and my opinion was
opposed to that of the hon., and I may now say, venerable

are about to do, if they carry the resolution. And much as

day for Kscheat had gone by. 1 argued then that the linds | L differ with the members of the i'.’“‘*‘c“f Governmeat, I think
had been settled, and in many instances transmitted frumitn?y lmv:: dUSC tl‘n‘*u"duty by taking the stand ﬂfey lave in
futher to son, and various other transfers of the properties this mat ter, for it they feel themselves responsible for the
had taken place. If that was my opinion twenty 'yearsip,eace of society in the Colony, they are bound to oppose a
since, it is not likely that T shall vote in favor of the hon. | Court of Kscheat, even at the rizk of being turned out of the
member’s (Mr. Cooper’s) resolution. But while I do not| Uovernment. (Hear, hear.) Hon. members may ery hear

hear, but I ean tell them that in the preseut state of publie

support that resolution, I wish it to be clearly understood |~ ! : g ¢ 2

that I do not oppose it for the reasons -which have been | OPiBiON on this su‘)._wct, should pablic opinion be generaliy
aroused. they may find themselves in-a position very different

shall take but a short time to shew the difference. In thcifm[.n the present one.  But now while they are actiog on

fist place, Sir, I do not think that there is any weight in /| their idea of constitutional duty, tacy most not fear to fucs

the argument, that because it has been hitherto refused we | public opinion, cviu if by so doing ihey should lose the t:o-

should cease our exertions to obtain it. 1 shall never pa . Yernment, which I consider it is very likely they will.

such servile respect to the desnatch of olonial Minis Hon Cov Treasurer.—Mr Chairman, a great deal has been
b £ a Colonial Minister, | said during the progress of this discussion, and I shell not pro-

‘ot will T submit with blind and uncomplaining submission tract the sitting of the Committee by any lengthy observe:

to the continuan ) - e : 3

o r“"]"CCb Of: \?hat I may consider to be a general | of my own. The allusions that have been made as lo mer " 3
g-l};\ ance, ln;-rrf‘.y1 ecause a 'C(nomal Minister may choose to | of the Government having excited in the minds of the peen
write a l“ nrlﬁ,l despatch disapproving of my views. One | hopes of obtaining Escheat, are, 1 believe, without foundntion.
man is o ofiice, as Colonial Secretary to-day, God knews | In fact, for myself, I know that at the first political meelpg

who may hold that office to-morrow. It is no principle to| Which I cver avended, in the year 1837, I expressly stated that

20 oo, and if a hundred despatehes from a hundred different | [ was opposed to Kscheat,and I have always, from that time to

Colonial Ministers coul ite i i

ot e u fl_be cited, all condemning a Court of impracticable. It has been stated that the question was agi-
uscheat as being unconstitutional, 1 should give my vote for ‘ ' ions i

i g e ercry _— ; tated in the partial elections in 1851, and also at the last genc-

e : 1ought it was a cou.stxtuuon‘ul right. A [ ral election, agd the inference’is sought to be drawn that the
espatch is not and caunot be the law of the Colouy, and if | members returned gained their elections by inducing the people

[ thought it necessary, Mr. Chairman, that the Court should | to believe that they would go for Escheat. 1 deny those state-

be established, b}‘lleve me, I should be but little dismayed | ments; and | know that at the Saint Eleanor’s meeting, during

by the refusal of a Colouial Minister. I, Sir, would never |12 1ast general election, the question was not mooted, and in the

submit to such dictation, but would take my position on the Pactiol siagtion:of NS /M0s pot mede 8. tous. ; Jo Shet NON

higher grounds of my risht as a British fre m |the Hon Col Secretary and myself attended a very numerous
reeman, se | : Dec y
= J T3 lbese'meetmgr at Tignish. "At that meeting there were 700 people

are not the reasons of my opposition, nor do I o

s gt o ppose on | present, and the hon member (Mr Perry) Leard the Hon Col
the 8'0‘“9%6‘:1‘0‘}“01“9\] by the Hon. Col.‘bccretary,_ even if I Secretary ask the people if they( had ev ery}mown him or myse!f’
were satistied of the truth of the assertion, of which I am | promise to give our support to'a Courtof Escheat. The peopie

Hon. Mr. Moxteomery.—I repeat, Mr. Chairman, that the
Hon. Member was a warm supporter of escheat and I would
i recall to'Lis recollection the time he went to Brackley Point |
to do all he ejuld against the present Hon. Col. Secretary.

Mg. ('L.-\RK..——I deny, Mr. Chairman, that1 was an escheat- |
or at the time to which the Hon. Member has alluded. |

I I'he question then wasa quarrel between Mr. Pope and the

wick or Nova Scotia, all of whieh Colonies hdve it as part of | [ bave scen sinece, that I did not support the Ion. Col.!

their institations. And, Sir, I think there isa greater reason
for it in this Island, as we know that by grants improvi-
dently issued, the whele Island was granted in one day.
Althongh the British Government may refuse to allow us tae
Court, and the lapse of time sinee the date of the original
grants, now some 80 years, mdy be considered as a confi-
jmation of the tl_tle of the grantees, I will advocate the Court,
24 T should wish to sce & majority of this House in favor of

Segetarylat that time.

“Hon. Mr. Wicuruan.—Mr. Chairman, this is certai
most important question, and it has been sosflfll(;eazﬁng)la
discussed that there is but littie left for me to say,—but i};
is one of those questions in which I cannot foel myselt
Justificd in giving a silent vote. We all know, Sir, that it
aas been agitated for a_great many years. Tn t'b‘oynu
1837 and 1838 the Hon. L\?eember, Mr. Cooper, brought his

Lieutenant Governor, and t 1 ¢
y sorry enough 1 am from what |anated from Charlottetown, and irom thence sent throughout | that statement, as long as nothing more than his unsuppor!:

D?t. namely, that the petitions on the subject originated in | answered in the negative. That, [ think, is a sufficient proct
Charlottetown, and that, therefore, they are not to be con- that the insinuations against the Government are unfounded.

sidered as conveying the expression of the opinicns and It is my intention, Mr Chairman, to oppose the resolution of the *

wishes of the paople gencrally. Ksperience, Mr. Chairman, | "0 member (Mr Cooper), notwithstanding his asseition thit
Governor Fanning Lad received the Iinperial sanction to (54

:s:rs[l:s“;gd t:Jh'li; 'iolzll;'sgt Oih: fx’fb‘;’ lf!.npmtan!; JeRrETS that | esrablishment of a Court of Escheat, and had destroyed ti¢
Tiginated from petitions which em- | document. [ trust he will pardon me if | refuse my credence 10

the couutry, north, east, south ond west. I would instance assertion is adduced in support of w. The hon member if*
the petition {oma dissolution of the House. Where, Sir, did | Mclntosh) seems to find matter of congratulation in the fect
that originate, and to what results did it lead 2 That effected | WRich he assumes, that the sgitation of this question ba#
a very great change. It might, at the time, have been said | °0uced the price of lands from four pounds to ten shillings P

that it was not the expression of public opin: i acre. Now Sir, this, I contend, has a bad tendency, as it wo
P public opinion, yet it came | ;oo the effect of reducing the value of property, and no man

back to Charlottetown, was preseuted, and produced the de-| ;i i i s perty
" . ; .’ " - l | . » .

sired effect of dissolving the House, N orpdo I oppose the i‘:llno?::loi:&gd'? opeT N SR v
regolutwn, behcvm_g that its rejection will finally settle the L

(To e continued.)
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Mr. Chairman, I warn hon. members to consider what they

the present, considered and declared my opinion that it wes
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