- efficiently. Anyway, Ministers ought and
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Reof;r Car Disclosures

The discussions in the House of Com-
mons and in the Senate on reefer cars has
drawn active attention to the inadequacy
of replies to questions from members, and
indeed, to Ministers’ ignorance of what is
going on in their departments. The Mont-
real Gazette declares the operations of the
Government departments have swollen to
such proportions and are spending tax
money in such huge amounts that the
bureaucracy has moved necessarily into a
position of very substantial independence.
The result is, says our contemporary, that
Parliament has to rely for whatever scrutiny
it uhdertakes upon a minister who is often
incompletely informed of the matters upon
which he is questioned. In other words,
the chain of responsibility has many miss-

“ links. The Gazette continues with this
extraordinary disclosure of the conditions
prevailing:

“The lengthening separation between
ministers and their departments has been
illustrated within the last few months, when
a minister of finance sponsored a bill in
the House which he admitted he himself
was unable to explain; when a minister of
transport answered three questions about
the coal-buying policies of the C.N.R., only
to admit the next day that all three answers
had been wrong; and when a minister of
fisheries delivered a speech which he.later
admitted had expressed neither his own sen-
timents nor those Qf his cabinet colleagues.”

This, added to the disclosures over the
erroneous reefer car situation, indicates
very forcibly the desirability, nay the nec-
essity, of portfolio holders spending more
time in their offjces, and less gadding about
hither and fhither on missions which the
duly trained technicians and experienced
civil servants could handle probably more

must become more familiar with details of
their departments in order to answer more
authoritatively questions such as Mr. Mac-
Lure addressed to the Minister of Transport.

As for yesterday’s belated discussion in
Legislature over this three-weeks-old issue,
the matter was well summed up by Mr.
Philip Matheson when he said that quoting
comparative figures of reefer car supplies
“doesn’t mean a thing.” The extraordinary
requirements should have been known and
anticipated long ago, and the failure to pro-
vide reefer cars in sufficient number has
caused serious loss and inconvenience. In-
stead of co-operating with Mr. McLure in
his efforts to obtain redress, the Provincial
Department painted a glowing picture of
the situation, misleading the Transport
Minister into making statements which call-
ed for immediate protest from our potato
and turnip shippers. The matter was
wretchedly bungled by both Governments
and their efforts to “cover up” only makes
things worse.

both refuse to accept this; U. N. assembly
has no means of enforcing its  decision.
Kashmir similarly exposes U. N. weak-
ness.. Hindustan unfortunately refuses to
go ahead with a plebiscite, frankly on the
ground that too much of the country might
vote for union with Pakistan. Result is
that nothing happens, and the danger of re-
newed war conditions. Pet example of
those who insist that U. N. is working is'the
case of Indonesia. In that case, what hap-
pened was that the Netherlands agreed to
withdraw from an area that, as a direct
consequence, is rapidly slipping into an-
archy.

EDITORIAL NOIFS

Nine days till Easter.

L . L]
Provincial budget expenditure estimates
received more consideration in committee
this year than they have for a generation

or more.
.

Georgetown is still being mooted as a
prospective big coal centre. The Premier’s
references should stimulate the Eastern
capital to grasp firmly their opportunities.

L] L] .

P. E. L’s car férry is not to have a sis-
ter ship serving Newfoundland. The com-
bined railway car ferry and automobile ferry
seems likely to remain unique.
L] . L]

Now the Legislature is practically un-
animous in support of the Government's
dragger policy. At one time it looked as
though a poljtical issue would be made of

L] .
Newfoundland has decided to sign the
Provincial tax agreement with Canada. Con-
clusion of the agreement will mean that
only Ontario and Quebec will remain out.
Most of the agreements were signed in 1947.

The Charlottetown Board of Trade have
as their guests this evening the City Jun-
jor Chamber of Commerce, and Kensing-
ton Junior Chamber, who have proved
themselves live wires.
.

The New Brunswick demonstrations may
have been an effective way to oppose im-
position of a sales tax, but the promoters
took serious chances that, once assembled,
the demonstrators would behave as a mob
rather than being content with ‘“passive re-
sistance.

N .
, Premier Jones' proposal to place on
Boughton Island the gift deer offered by an
Ontario man looks like a satisfactory com-
promise.. P. E. 1. is generally too closely
settled for deer to run at large without
damage to crops, but Boughton Island, or
possibly the National Park, might be ideally
suitable, \

Members of the R. C. M. P. are to in-

wish to bring, as forcefully as 1
can, to the Veterans of Prince
Edward Island, and that is in con-
nection with Veterans' physical
and financial affairs.

I first wish to say frankly that
since I've become a~”Member of
the House of Commons at.Ot.
tawa, 1 have had numerous ap-
plications -from Veterans praying
and petitioning me to assist them
in pressnting their requests for
increased percentages of pension

under the Veterans’ Pension Act
and Veteran's Allowance Aot,
also Veterans applying to be

placed on pension because of the
after effects of .rigorous war ser-
vice, affecting their nerves and
physique generally, and I am dis-
appointed and chagrined to state
that, after all the representations
I have made in the Veterans’
behalf, the administrators of Vet-
erans’ affairs have not granted one
cent increase to a single one of
the Veteran applicants, nor have
they granted any new pensions.

I usually forward the Veterans'
petitioning letter, accompanied by
my letter of recommendation ask-
ing for sympathetic and favorable
consideration  of the applicant’s
request. Now, it would seem to
me, that surely it would be only
reasonable to assume that one or
more of the Veterans would be
entitled to increase.

At this stage, I would not place
the blame on the shoulders of the
Minister of Veterans' Affairs, nor
on the Government, but I would
place the blame directly on the
officers administering the acts., '

I personally have made repre-
sentations in a case where the
Veterans’ doctor would not per-
mit the Veteran to work at all
because of a heart condition. I
was then {old that the Veteran
had the heart condition before
he entered the armed forces. Now,
fn my opinion, this is a pure
falsehood. How any medical army
examiner could place a volun-,
teer in category A with an exist-
ing heart condition is beyond me |
and, even if the medical examiner
did err then and place a volun-
teer in such category, subjecting
him in this condition to unendur-
able hardships, this is all the more
reason for granting him an in-
crease in -pension now that he is
unable to provide for his home.

It is really deplorable that what
I believe to be generous federal
acts to provide for veterans
should be neutralized by unsym-
pathetic officials.

If there are any persons who
deserve our appreciation and re-
spect, it is the veterans who risk-
ed their lives to defend our dem-
ocratic way of life and whose life
expectancy is now shorter than
those of us who were not sub-

-jected to the nerve-wracking strain

of war.

There are demands being made
to the Government for social se-
curity measures to provide for
people at both ends of life, but
there is no one in our society who
demands our consideration in the
same way as the veteran. N

It is urgent that we act at once
as many young veterans are
passing ‘on.

My first suggestion is that all
veterans should contact their as-t

sociated branches and discuss these
problems. <
Secondly: Instruct all veterans

making applications for relief to
write to the national office of
the Canadian Legion, B.ESL.’ and
have them take their case up with
the parties concerned in their be-
half, !

I believe by vigorous action on
the part of the veterans’ own or-

\\A\\\.t“\'«« N \
AT SNNRROY

A

STURDIER
TIiAN BEFORE —

=

A 7
AN RINITUI h,',l..l\“ﬂu) ol

N R T

\

7208

Wity

2 \71\’""—“"-,;:

(;“-.‘. o .
iy,

; (4
Nl LANGIRLS
/ull""l A A

IR

. this second woman

: . bl
bacco in 1948, Compare that with~much better that he could play

$65,000,000.00 spent on education !
across the Dominion in the same
year, and ask ourselves are we
headed the right way in national
development to spend 15 times
more per year on booze and to-
bacco than we do on education.
As Canadians we have a moral
responsibility to ourselves and to
our children to eliminate the
abuse of both these products, both
by formal education and by ex-
ample in the home. It is a serious
matter that so many people are
sharing in this great evil. They
are, blind to their own good; they
start smoking or drinking under
the influence of some one else,
and when they get going they
think they can't siop. A woman
told me that she met a woman
that she hadn't seen since they
were girls over 30 years ago, and
h lighted her
cigarette and said “do you smoke?”
No, well I wish I had never start.
ed for it I couldn't get a cigarette
now I think I'd go crazy.” That
poor woman is surrendering her
life and soul to the cigarette with
no hope of ever being able to give
it-up.There-are-thousands of both{-
men- and women like that poor
woman going down to the grave
without hope. How many smokers
or drinkers who read this letter
will be sufficiently impressed to
give up these habits and save
themselves? Professor Pearl tells
how to stop smoking. He says,
“Never try tapering off. Stop
short and keep away from smok-
ing, and I would say drink plenty
of watqr, milk or tea, and you'll
succeed.” One good testimony

came from Lord Morton of Lon-
don. He said he had been a heavy}
smoker for 35 years and gave it

up and he found his health so

his favorite game with greater
skill and less fatigue and save 2
lot of money.

I never talked with a man yet
that gave up smoking but &aid
-that his health was better.

With thanks for your valuable
space.
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THE UNCOMMON

I am, Sir, ete
TOTAL ABSTAINER.

MAN

The feathers in a fan

are not so frail as man;

the green emboss-ed leaf

than man is no more brief.

His life is not so loud

as the passing” of a cloud;

his death is quieter

than hare bells, when they stir,
The years that have no form
and substance are as warm,
and space has hardly less
supreme an emptiness.

And yet man being frail

does on himself prevail,

and with a single thought

can bring the world to naught,
as being brief he still

bends to his fleeting will

all time, and makes.cof it

the shadow of his wit.

~Soundless in life and death

although he vanisheth,

the echo of a song

makes all the stars a gong.
Cold, void, and yet the grim
darkness is hot with him,
and space is but the span
of the long love of man.

FAMILY BULWARK

ferred to 'Cariole Runners in a
few minutes. To be Sold at a
price that will insure a purchaser.
May be seen at Mr, Scantlebury’s,
Charlotte-Town. Inquire for
Samuel Ry Sabine, Coachmaker,

Eondon for many years, and will
be glad to receive the Orders. of
Gentlemen who may wish to have
iages of any description mads,
pie Pl i

(]
doing in a short time' el

I

a flare for many seasons.

do for you. From . . .

154 Gt. George St.

SPRIG |
SUTS

GABARDINE . . . makes fashion news this sp:

It comes to you in this light weight double breasted
model of top quality gabardine. . .a suit to wear with
You'll like the loose, easy
fit, new lines, the so-becoming color of this distinguish-
ed suit. Come in today—and sce what Gabardine can

$34.50 to $59.50

KENNEDY'S MEN’S WEAR

ring.

Phone 1724

—Humbert Wolfe.

COAL

. Palmer, Charlottetown, and in the light of

~Two of the 19 enrolled last year are from

. during the year. |

For G struct Charlottetowr! Boy Scouts for their | Simyaatio%, e, might expect a Gl et o iy i 8 kridy bulwark, snch. with: sy
Maritime Home For Girls Master-at-Arms badge. This direct interest I am, Sir, ete., A Life, Endow
taken by the “Mounties” should do as much P fél_Jki’::gKg%“l’ Plan, with :u-::'t:od“v:::: i fé’.':'.'!mi:e.““ T v
Of nineteen girls aged 11 to 15 who|good tbwards creating proper attitudes in S okl " """ W Consult your. nearest Great-West Life agent for a sultable policy
were enrolled in the Maritime Home for|the boys, as will the instruction in manly| SMOKING AND DRINKING Including Accident and Health insurance. : RE AnY To DEL“VER
Girls last year, 16 are described as having| arts and skills itself. Sir,—Please allow me space tor\
a history of bad home conditions and com- e a few comments on smoking.

panions, and three as having no home. The
35th annual report of the Board of Gov-
ernors shows a total enrollment of 78 girls.

Prince Edward Island. Girls from the Is-
land may be eommitted to the Home by a
Judge of the County Court, by a Magis-
trate, by a Judge of the Juvenile, Court of
Charlottetown or Summerside, or by the
Superintendent of Neglected and Delinquent
Children. Medical treatment, high school
training, practical courses in home nursing,
sewing, cooking and laundering are given,
and the girls have their own choir which
enters the Truro Musical Festival each year,
and frequently receives coveted awards.
Spiritual development of the girls receives
careful attention along ron-sectarian lines,
ahd a wide variety of sports is provided.
The fact that not a few girls return to the
Home for a visit, some to-be married there,
is evidence of the care and training they
have received, There have been no escapes

Among the legacies to be received is
$1,000' from the Estate of Mr. Robert

the fact that the cost of foodstuffs has risen
so that it takes $3.50 to ase what one

Rt. Rev. Paul Emile Leger, 46, Rector
of theq Pontifical Canadian College in Rome,
has been named Archbishop of Montreal.
Archbishop-elect Leger succeeds Archbishop
Joseph Charbonneau, “who some weeks ago
resigned because of ill health.” After a
short period as professor of theology at
Montreal University, he was transferred to
Japan where for six years he instructed at
the Fukuoka Seminary. For a period, too,
he was a professor at the Sulpician College,
the Solitudes, in Paris. Archbishop Leger
is a son of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Leger of
Montreal and a brother of Jules Leger, one
of Prime Minister St. Laurent’s secretaries.

Ludwig van Beethoven, German com-
poser, died this date 1727. It was in Vienna
that all his chief works were ‘domposed, and
in that great musical centre he formed many
lagting friendships. ré was much in
Beethoven calculated to destroy friendly re-
lations, for though a man of the most gen-
erous and noble character, he frequently
treated his best and most intimate friends
with inconsiderate rudeness and incivility.
Perhaps some portion of this defect in his
character may have resulted from the

£

Professor Harold Pearle, of Johns
Hopkins University, compiled the
life histories of 12,000 persons and
traced the record of tobacco on
those persons, and found that up
to 70 years of age the death rate
of heavy smokers was double that
of non-smokers. He said there are
19 poisons in tobacco, and when
tobacco kills indirectly the doctor
will say it is some disease of the
heart, and smoking: escapes the
blame.

Dr. E. C. Princip in a recent
article under the heading smoking
and babies set forth some start-
ling and little known facts. He
referred to experiments with ani-
mals which proved that nicotine,
the poisonous alkaloid of tobacco,
consistently poisons nursing' pups
and calves, and that it poisons
offspring ‘ while being carried by
the mother animals, and he dis-
closes other horrible facts per-
taining to humans that I would
not attempt to explain here. Now
these, quotations from such high
authorities should convince any
one that tobacco is a poison, and
should not be indulged in,

Besides being so injurious to
health let us see how it robs'

a man who would like {o have

to because his cigarettes cost him
$14000 a year.
man told me that he was brought
up in great poverly because /
father spent more money in to-
bacco than his  mother had on

people of their money. I heard of
his life insured but he can't-afford |

hen a reliable

which to feed the family, No doubt '
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