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GENERAL MEECING OF THE INHABITANTS OF
QUEEN'S COUNTY,
AT CITARLOTTETOWN, WEDNESDAY, 253th AUGUST, 1838.
WiLtiax McGrun, Esquire, High Sheriff, in the Chair.

e e e TP

William Metill, Esquire, opened the Pablic Meeting of the

him by the Hom. the Colonial Secretary, for the simple
purpose of apprizing him of the tumult apprehended, on the
vecasion of the County Meeting, by Iis Worship the Mayor.

[The Correspondence hercin referred to was published in
the Eraminer of Monday last.]

maeting in nearly the following language = :
Gentlomen,—VWhen on the late nomination and election
days, [rafrained from appointing and swearingin any special

the full confilence which T placed in the good sense and
peaceabla disposition of the people of this County ; and the
result, as you all know, was a full justification of the confi-
dence so reposed in you by me. Inlike manner, on the present
eccasion, whatever dread of tumalt or riot may be entertained

' by some, I apprehend none., I feel convineed that this day
1'shall b as tully iustified in placing my whole dependence,

t ace and of orderly and

for the preservation of the pablie
bacoming conduct, by the vast assemblage which I at present
euntemplato around this platform, in their own good sense
and peac:able disposition, as [ was in pursuing a similar on
the two cventlul h I have just alluded. I shall,
therefore, only further say, that I confidently trust you will
give a fuir, }";Lti :nt, and impartial hearing to every speaker
who shall, guided by sour
at this time Yy P
aceording to the I requisition with which I have
eomplied, be brought before bu for discussion and your
decision ; and in sy doing your conduct—whatever your
decision concerning such questions may be—will be truly
honorable to you.

To this short address of tho High Sheriff the people
responded by long and hearty cheers.

The Hon. CorLovrr SwaBey then presented himself to the
attention of the meeting, and spoke nearly as follows: —

Gentle nen,—Too much praise cannot easily be awarded to

the High Sheriff for the good senss, good feeling, and public

| spirit whih, sinee he was appoi is hizh and honorable
| i , » x

¥ } toriz 1 his m nublie offi. 14l wote *
offi e, have characterized all his most public officiul nets; and

rly,

()

[

1
inted to s

it 13 aot
to say, that the noble sense of propriety and order which was

> 1.11';‘ nomination 'lt‘-'. a8 ‘.\'J.l as

manifested by you on t!
} 4 AT s tht Yo er
on taat oi tae eiection m this Uiy,

you—to

L)

forbearin

tho exciting and even exasperating incidents whie!
arred, are du'y coasidered, is worth
1 | time to come ; and [ dou

cases, then oc
| hell above all
your cougiuct this day wii be e
i to you. [Loutl and long cheering.] Your strength, which |
‘ I trust will be nobly manifisted to-day, lies in obedi to
the laws; and your cause can never prosper or be advanced

save in and by a dae observa

i resard or viclation of it by you would not only prc
g dotriment | to yoar dearest rizhts 1S freemen, but be a cause
b of unhallowed triumph to your enemies, who were never more
eager than they are at this very instant to enslave you. In
addressing you, gentlemen, I shall not sezk to arouse gour
prejudices or to influme your passions. [ s“:l-xl‘l speak to you
ouly as rational, as thinking beings. ‘I shall state to you,
in the most plain aud trathful manner, facts which cannot be
denied even by those whom it would most advantage to have
them proved fabulous or untrue; and shall with you
endeavour to draw from them the only conclusions which can
rationally or legitimately be derived from them. Now, gent le-
men, what do the requisitionists, in their own words, say is |
to be done by this meeting?  This—they are * to take into|
consideration, among other acts, the recent high-handed and
tyrannical measures of the Governor and Council, in their
dismissals of Thomas Owen and Peter Desbrisay, Fsquires.
our highly respected Postmaster General anl bis c:p'nu}ly
respected Assistant.” Well then, g'-ntll_»mcvn, we will, if you
please, proceel to consider these dismissals, these * high-
handed anl tyrannical measures,” as the rc‘{ms:t:’(,):nsts have
& thought proper to style them; .(;.F the ¢ ot_hv-r.:u:ts. we as yet
: Xnow uothing. I fully aad fuicly considering, in a public
smeeting, convened as this has been, thf:«: acts, as well as any

or all others of those who are placed in authority over you.

you are only excreising a cmsn.tunonul pnv_\!'c;»——nnv] L am

one of the last who would abridge such privilege; I would

rather enlarge it,—and members of the Gu%;rnu_ncnt. in ac-
knowledging this, and willingly appearing before you to

explain anl defend their acts, give a fu!!' a,ml .\::m..ﬂf';x«:t(:ry
exposition of the principles and operation of Responsible (xla)-
vernment, which is emphatically Sell-Government, the
Government of the People. They who coustitute the Govern-

ment acknowledga that it is by you, the people, they have

#
1

and they hold themselves directly respoasible to you for all |
their administrative acts. Was this the case in the p1llxl))’}
days of officiul usurpation? Was any such ackuowl\c‘!g'n‘:n? ;
of the sovereiguty of the people ever made by the Exceative |
in the times of irresponsible rule, when the Government of|
their own exclusive beaefit, as a f-f from the Crowa ?  ow-|
ever indignant the people might then have felt at any arfti-l
trary or sellish act of the usurpers of all power and place in |
{ the Colony, however loud!y the. might have dared to complain |
of the tyrunny which was exercised upon them, would any‘i
" Colonial Socretary or other member of the Government of |
thos2 days of exclusiveness and oppression, have esndescended
to mect you, as we now do, to give an aceount of (ln:_s:c.-xw:ml- i
ship of himselt' and his colleagues in usurpation?  No, indeed. :
But in thos2 days of dark misrule, had the people assembled |
for such a purpose as that which bas this duy drawn you here |
together, the act wonld have been acoounted one of rebellion |
and treason, and all amongst those who had been lealers in
the movement, whom the govern tyrants cou'd bhave reached

by their power, would bave been nade to feel its vindictive'!
spir.t by the deprivation of any comm’ssions or ap;ointmentsl

\ 0y v ) !
At 12 o'clock, noon, the High Sheriff of Queen’s County,

inbabitants of Queen’s County, which, in aecordance with |
Requisition, addressed to him, by about one thousand of the |
inhabitants of the said County, had been called by him. He|
did so by first reading the Requisition and his reply to it. |
He then also read the sulijoined correspondence between the |
Hon. T. H. Haviland, Mayor of the City, and His Excellency |
she Licut. Governor, mere copies of which had been sent to |

counstables {or the preservation of the public peace, I did so in |

|

! |

100 MG, - BOr- ik it-in auy-way doegatory to-yout
|

!

i

s y
. character, he so fre:ly pliced in you. Your peaceable, your|

Qur generous conduct on those occasions, waen |
o |

= | betwcen some of them and the |

1 |

3 i |

jrally hon-rable an 1 olorions |
|

1

' | These circumstances occasioned some little disturbance around

| Act to which he had alluded, and which is as follows : —

which they might have held under those who dreaded, more '
 than a conflagration, the spread and manifestation of the spirit |
of freedom among the people. Happily, most happily, the |
case is 80 no longer. The men who now constitute your Go- |
| vernment glory with yourselves in your free, your unfettered |

exercise of all the rights and privileges of DBritish freemen ;!
(and only so long as they shall be upheld by you, through such |

| position which they,now oceupy. [Loud eheers] That, in|

| they beld in the Post Office, the Government have done no
more than it was their duty to do, in the circumstances in |
which they were placed with respeet to these gentlemen, 1;
shall, by merely reading to you the official correspondence |
which has taken place with reference to their dismissals, be |
able fully to convince every person of scund mind and impar-;
tial julgment who may listen to me. The mere correspondence
itself, independently of any comments of mine, must convinge |

| you that the Government were sbsolutely coerced into the |
| dismissals complained of by the requisitionists—that they;l

|
1

Just

had to contend with?
salary of the Clerk or Clerks included.”

scantiness of his remaneration for the onerous services whicl
he performed, the Government-—the present very illiberal anc

constitutional exercise of those rights and privileges, do they [tyranme Government, as by a restless overweening faction they
| desire to retain, or can they, or ought they to retain, the are most unjusily styled—vith a view to the increasing of Mr. [of either Mr. Ow

Owen’s personal comforts and respectability, amended the Pos

annum.  Thus to Mr. Owen was secured a clear salary o
£350 a-year, VYes, this was the respectablo, the independen

position, in which the ill-used Mr. Owen was placed by the Go- | experie

vernment who are now assailed, both by him and on his account

for having merely done that which, by his determined con- even for a day.”
[tumacy, he hiterally compelied them to do.
| this hubbub began; and so but for his own refractoriness he
In farther pursning this subject, for the
purpose of elucidation, I will not seek, by indulging in any

might still have stood.

needless comments, 1o excite party feelings, or to carry you

{ were not allowed to forbear—that the absolute exercise of |away from ealm deliberation, by the excitement of your pre-
their authority was, by the most insolent and obstinate!judices; but simply lay before you a piain statement of facts
Having read these letters, tho High Sherilf addressed the | official insubordination, literally foreed upon them.  That the | 83 they are disclosed in the published correspondence concern- | aitendance would canse evils that could not be rectified."”

And by the 43rd clause of this
Statute, it is enacted, *That the annual salary of the Post-
inaster General of this Island shall be £350 currency, the  had been exer
So, with respect to ¢
Mr. Owen's salary, as Postmaster General, matters remained situation in which h
until 1857, when, on representation to them by him™ of the | he De

(their favor laid him, and most ungratefully strove 1o deprive
{them of that power which, in all that immediately affected him,

cised only for his benefit. Nex', says Mr. Owen,
[ am bound to point out 1o Your Excellency the perilous
8 (Mr. Desbrisay’s) dismissal has placed
partment. In a most perilous sitoation truly, tho
! funcertainty of human life considered, the Post Office muast long
1| have been, if the regular and efficient diecharge of the duties
thereof, entirely depended upon the continned presence therein
‘ ! enor Mr. Desbrisay, or of both of them ! That
t|its situation was not quite so perilous, however, we have now

dismissing Messrs. Desbrisay and Owen from the offices which | )ifice Act, and thereby raised his salary to £350 per annum, | had most satisfactory and convineing proofs, All the ** compli-
. | without any deduction, and gave him two Assistants, one, Mr,

Desbrisay, at-£150, and the other, one of my sons, at £100 per | have, for the last fortnig

- | cated end unceasing,’’ all the mysterious duties of the office
ht and more, been discharged with the
f| greatest effictency and regularity by two < inexperienced
t!persons,” Mr. Duvies and Mr. Keliy, assisted by my son whoee
nce in his limited sphere cerrainly has not been such aas
» | to warrant his undertaking ¢ to perfurm the rontine of the office
Yee, there stancs the office, still entire,

8o he stood when | although deprived of its guardian spirits ; and with as much

regnlarity and punctuality as before, our inland and our foreign
muils are received and despatched, and I see my son at the
window as usual discharging the minor duty of receiving and
t|delivering letters.  Yes, all the duties of the department are
being fully discharged with ease and regulsrity, although Mr.
Owen declered that * any casualty which should prevent his

true relative position occupied by the Government and the | P& the dismissals, and leave you to judge of and concerning | When Mr. Desbrisay was appointed Assistant 10 Mr. Owen in

 late Postmaster General may be fully understood by you, it
| may be necessary for me to go hack a few years, and explain
{ to you the position occupied by Mr. Owen as Postmaster, and
{ the manner in which he was remunerated for his official ser- |
| vices before the introduction of our present system of
| Government,  Mr. Owen was appoiutel Postmaster in the
| year 1842 through the recommendation of Sir Henry Vere
| Huntley—himsell a Liberal—who was then our Governor ; |
{and I believe Sir [enry recommended him for the appointment |
lof his own free will ; at least [ know of nothing which can |
| induce a contrary belief. Sir Henry came to my house one |

on terms of great intimacy with Siv Henry-—and said to me, |

to recommend to the appointment of Postmaster.” The name
was that of Mr. Owen. Sir Heury immediately after took

the step which he then intimated to me it was his intenti

to take, and Mr. Owen was shortly afterwards appointed |
Postmaster accordingly. At the time
the discharge of the duties of the office was 20 per eent. out |
of the proceeds of the postages credited to the Imperial Go-
vernment, averaging from about £200 to £220 per annum.

[Just as the hon. and gallant Colonel had advanced so f
in his address to the meeting, he was, for a short time, intor-

of about 100 Scotchmen—a part of those who had voted for

. -
as they came up.

{ withdrew from the County Meet

| had dene so previcusiy—and went over to a platform whi h, |
: :

J t

he O!d Coart [louse. It seems (‘n):”, hefore thege gentlemen
forsock the constitutional platform and left the meeting, there
1ad been gsome warm, if not a

on. the Leader of the Govern- |

xnvx.". Mr. Coles, concerning the objeets of the n»(l“iﬁiti(,“‘g
o . b i

which ended in their decla ing that they could not get a hear- |

ing, althofth they had not attempted to obtain one, and |

1igry diseussion or altercation |

{ although both the High Sheriff and the Leader of the Govern- |
{ ment had given them an assurance to the contrary.
| place whilst Colonel Swabey was addressing the meeting |, 4 41 g o : sl d £ ‘ x

J 5 [and also the letter to that gentleman nforming him that His | 1he Exscutive
Excellency in Council had been pleased to dispense with his Assis ants were provided, instead of ‘o
services as Assistant Postmaster Genera!, in consequence of \ ‘

This took

the platform; but e isely yiclding to the counsels of those whom |
they knew to be their friends indeed, the meeting soon |
reswned their quiet and orderly demeanour, and again gave |
willing ear to the Hon. Colonel Swabey, who thus proceeded |
in his address :]

Now, gentlemen, who irritates the publie peace?
friends of the Government. No; they are assembled as the |
upholders of peace, propriety and order ; and nobly do they !
disregard the shouts which are meant to seduce them into |
tumult and riot.  Well, let them shout and hurra until they |
we tived, and meanwhile we will attend to the lawful business
we have in band. I say, as [ have already teld you, Mr,
Owen was appointed Postmaster by the Imperial Government,
on the recommendation or at the request of Sir Henry V.
Huuntley, and paid out of the Post Office revenue collected by
him here for the Imperial Government.
per centage which I have said was allowed him on that revc-i
nue, there was also annually voted to him by the Legislature |
the sum of £30 for his services in transmitting and receiving
our inland mails, making his whole salary amount to about
£250. Out of this salary, however, be it observed, he had
to find or pay his own Assistant. Tais went on for some time,
but in the year 1840, before the present Government came
into power, in consequence of a representation made by Mr.
Owea, it was agreed by the Executive Council to recommend
to the fmperial Government the appointment of an Assistant
to Mr. Owen, at a salary of £100 a year. It was not, how- |
ever. mark me, propo-ed that this salary should be paid out
of the public purse of this Culony, but out of the [mperial |
Revenue. However, in 1851, when the present system of |
government was introduced, we had instructions sent out to|

Not the |

|
|

us by the [mperml Government to take in hand, together | deprived of the only competent assistant that can be obtained,

[amended in 1857, from £120to £150.

j complain of the issue,

them as rational and impartial men. And, with respect to Mr
Desbrisay, I wish you a'so to observe, that his annual pittance

-| the Post Office, he was quite a3 inexperienced in the business
2 of that Department as Mr. Kelly was when appointed to

was raised, at the same time, when the Post Office Act was supersede hum; and [ should not think he was uny better

ingratitude 2 As touching that geatleman { mean not to utte
one harsh or unwarrantable word ; aad neither have | nor will

with respect to Mr. Owen.  The uct of Mr. Desbrisay, at whicl
the Government most reasonably took umbrage, was his voting
at the late General Election, for two members to jepresen
Charlottetown, who are opposed to thew ; and by no show o

Was this a cange for | qualified, either by education or natursl ubiliry to acquire n

rknowledge of his duties 1herein and expertness  the perfora-
| }nnce of them, than the lutter individual. He, therefore,
' doubtless required a< wuch instruction from Mr. Owen 1o
+ qualify him for the due performance of his duties as Mr. Kelly
'1did : and Mr. Owen, although then he had no other Assistant,
f1 found time to inpart it to . Waen Mr. Kelly, however, was

srgument, how ingenious or sophistical soever can it be vindi- | appointed to supersede Mr. Desbrisuy, Mr. Owen could not find

cated. With a direct view to the overthrow of the Govern
ment, he voted agamst them ; and they, in rctorn for cuel

worning—1[ then lived close by Government House, and was manifestation of hus desire to see themn defeated. directly gave

fiin his dismissal,

must have known the full extent of the r1=k he ran.

ha was sbout to enu

off a loser, neither has he nor have [ns friends any right te

they may have been o ffonded.

or its anthority will be nowhere, or at least depend upon the

against either of the gentlemen who have drawa down upor

hemselves the active displeasure of the Government, furiher

as woll us ininy of the Requisi
ocistsgmust Favea devilish poor knowled

e ot the princip.es o
rument under whick

he constitution and of the form of Goy

in the course of the morning, had been erccted at a corner of | /" ¥ 10 or they would not so vawly snd foolishly have

l)l’('?"(i t.‘n'n;.-wf\rs to their aperation as ‘I':-‘\' are now \]hll)f
I very mueh regret that publicity was not given, as early as |

{ might have been, to the whole cfhcial correspordence relative

to the dismissals of Messrs Desbrisay and Owen; for hac

publicity by that means been given to it a forinioht ago, this

meeting, for its declared or ostensible parpose st least, wonl

never have taken place, nor would there have been ona independ-
ent and impartial dissentient voice to the Resolutions of the Exe-

cutive in the country. T'he hon. and gallant Colonel then read

from the Royal Gazette of the 20th August instant, the Minute

of Council dispensing with the services of Mr. Peter Desbrisay

fus having voted at the late Election for two mewmbers t

serve in the General Assembly who are opposed to the present |

Government, [tlear him!

Il:ar him!]

which he could advance in Lis own defence. AMr. Owen

{ however, on the Bth July,addressed a letter to His Excellency, !
the laeut. Governor, concerning the removal of Liis Assistant, |

Mr. Desbrisay, which | will now read to you.

[a Mr. Owen’s letter, which the hon. and gaillant Colpnel |
read accordingly, Mr. Owen says, *¢ That Mr. Desbrisay did
vote for Mr. Palwer and Mr. Longworth, | believe ; but this he
has been i the habit of doing at every eleciion for twelve
years ; and as there 13 no law prohibiting officials from voting,
he was not aware that he was doing wrone, particularly as
I addition to the | every official in the Coloay, with a very few exceptions, exer-
But while 1 regret exceedingly that any
act of his should have brought upon hum the displeasure of your! post Ofice?
Fxcellency and Governmeunt, [am bound in duty to point out
to Your Excellency the perilous sitmation in which s
dismissal has placed the Departinent ; for [ will not disguise
the fact that it is impossible for we. with any -inexperienced
i persons that can be gent into the cffice, to parform its compli-
L Mr. Swabey who has been over
a year in the office, will inform Your Excellency that he would

cised the same right.

cated and unceasing duties,

not undertake to peiform the routine of the office even for a

day i and any casualiy to prevent iny attendance would canse

evils that could not be rectified.
Excelleney also that any additional labour, beyond what [ now

{ perform, would destroy my health in less than a month, and

cause irremediable embarrassment and difficalty.”” A litle

farther on, Mr. Owen adds, * A very great responsibility has

at all times fillen upon we, and this being increased by being

The Brinsh Constitution fullv recog-
[ nezes this accouncability of subordinate officials to the Govern- | correspondence of the Colony 3’
arfent; and the bmperinl Government of the day may, withont |
L question of their power or authority in the matter, instantly dis
rapted by some commotion arcund the platform, occasioned | niss ut apy time any subordinate officer with whose conduet
by the appearance in Queen-street, on the verge of the Square, | ! A Government muost have power [ yseful in the Departent !
| to cheose its own servants, and also tochange them at pleasure |
1
he Hon. Colonel Gray at the late election—cheering loudiy |
) lon. E. Palmer. T. Heath Haviland, .
John Liongworth, Frederick Brecken, W. Hyde and W, Pope, ;'
“squires, and perbaps scme others—at or alout this time | than this—that 1 tinnk thev,
s —the Hon. Colc nel Gray |

wvill of its nominal subordinates. 1 will not say a word persot- | f not

¥ time to initiate him, even in the siallest degree, in his officia}
! { duties, even whilst retaining the dismissed Mr. Desbrisay e
{ the office, in contravention of the commands of the Government ,

tle no doubt earnestly desircd to retain his [ qnd whilst he therefore had 1o Assistants o the otfice besules
{* I hold in my hand the name of the individual whom I mean | 2PFOttment § bat \.f he was at all acquainted with the funda-| My, Kelly. [Heor! Hear!] if tius was positively the casc—

1 [ mental principles of Respousible Govecument, as he surely must
| have been, he must also have beea well aware of his responsi-
{ bility, as an official, to those who were placed in authority above

Mr. Gwen, so circamstanced, conld not tind time to give any
{mstructions whatever to Mr. Kelly, as in his letter 1o s
Excellency he emphatieally declared he could not— there was

on | him ; and, therefore, in openly opposing the Government, he ice:tnnly i the fact eomething which conld noi readi'y be

Fully sen- { understood.
Mr. Owen “.a_:lsm;p' therefore, I should say, of the irjarons consequences | apng inexperienced with respect to its duties as Mr. Kelly
appointed to the office of Postmaster, the remuneration for | Whict might result to himself from the hazirdons game in which {could well be, Mr. Owen, although no assistaice was available

When Mr. Desbrissy entered the office, as raw

gage, he rushed into ity and if ke has come | 1o him, except what he could derive from him, cou'd find

i time to instruct him, and to make him useful, without experie
|encing any ¢ inconvenience in the transmission of 1he

v ;' but strange to tell, when My,
Kelly entered the office, Mr. Owen, with two Assistants besides
in it at the 1ime conld not afford to devate even one wmipute ta
mstiucting or directing him how to muke Limself in any wiy
[Hear! Hear!] fiud the fuct been
i reality as Mr. Owen wished it to be understond by ilis
Excelleney it was, it certainly would have Leen very surprising,
mysterions.  Bot when reviewed in the duect and
1 unintercepted light of trath, there is yathing either ENTPrIsIng
(or mysterious about it. That the daties of the Post Oilice sro
wuch greatee pow then they were when Mr. Decbr say was
appointed Assistant to Mr. Owen, we readily adoat ; for, of they

t
Viwere greaier, what necessity could there be tor a second
Assistant 7

Mr. Owen’s assisianee having heen ‘nereased
| proportion to the incrensed labonr in s office, it is quite cleas
{then that he had quite as much tiwe, 17 not mo @, to institct
' the new Assistant Mr. Kelly in lus doies as he fermerly hod
I {10 instruct Mr. Desbrisay ; and the only reasen why he gove
the needful nstruction to Mr. Desbrisay and wnhheld it from
Mr. ‘Kelly, was—not his having time to spare fir the purpose
in the one case, and none in the-other—but Lis being pred.sposed
(1o give it to Me. Deshiisay, as his esteemed fend, in consce
< quence of bus pred leetion for hm

b

cand s bemng indisposed 1o
give it to Mr. Kelly for reasons which you can ail most easily
s divine,  [Hear! Hear! Hear!] Much reason, therefore, had
Board to declare, as they did, that when two
ne, they con'd not
(understand why Mr. Owen shonll exporience any such d:ifi-
' culties in the discharge of his duties and the transmission of
inniis, as he had stated he positively apprebonded he would,

Observe, remarked | \What Mr. Owen means when he s ¥, -t Mr. Swabey ” my Jon,
{ the hon. and gallaut Colonel, that to tins letier, dated the Gih
July, 1858, no answer was returned by the l-used gentlemen,
Mr. Desbnisay. He counld not, it would seem, think of anything |

[ ¢ who has been over a year in the office, wonll not undertake
110 perform the roatine of 1t even for 1 day,”” when proper v
explained amounts to no more thau this, that vever b wing heen
directed or allowed by Mr. Owen to atiend to any duty hat that
of receiving and delivering letters at the window, e cannot
but be nearly quite as ignorant of what Mr. Owen styles the
{ ““ routine of the office”’ as he was when Le ertered 1t and
conseqnently notil instructed in that tontice he nust cont nue
I incapable of perﬂ)rm.n: it even for a dav.”” Mr. Owen, ns
vou have heard me read, then saye, that it he be Jeprived of
Mr. Desbrisay’s assistance, he will be deprived of the o ly
coinpelent assistant that can bhe obained. Wyat! does Mr.
| Owen really believe that there is =0 great a dearth of abilit es
in this Island, that no person besides Mr. Deshiisay can be
found in it capable of discharging the duties of Clerk in the
If so, Prince Edward Island must be a veritabio
{ Beeotia, a land of darkness and ignorance the most lamentahie
lindeed. Put, happily, we all well know, and so does Mr.
Owsen, that 1t is far, very far, from being so. That Mr.
Desbrisay discharge d the duties of his appointment, in a faithiul,
satisfactory and efficient manner, [ most freely admic ; but, at
the same tune, I am happy in being ab'e tin ¥y 1o say, that
besides the many, the very many, inthe Island who are capabin
of discharging those, or simlar duties wih equal lidelnty vnd
efliciency, | see, at this very momenr, in the aszemhlave aronnd

But | must inform Your | he platform, halfa hundred ndividuals at the Jenst fully ns

well qualified for such an appointment as Mr, De shrisay : und
that the case i8 8o, is not by any weans dieparaging to hun
[Cheers.] Mr. Owen ends this letter by declaring that * ha
shall be obliged, if not relieved fiom his present ditficnliv. 10
'suspend the transmission of nnils during Lis absence.”  This

is certainly a strangely dictitoisl tone for a subordinate of the

! . with the management of all other colonial affiirs of our own, | thereby placing me in difficulty that | cannot by any INeans | Government to use in addrissing  them, We willingly
b:ea invested with the execative powers which clothe them; |\ arrangement of all matters connectel with the Island Pyst | 0Vercome or avoid, 1 must most respecifuily beg Your Excel- | adinit that he was a faithfu! and good office: ; %ut his being so

Office department. In consequence of these instructions, a
Post Office Act was framed, carried through the Legislatare,
and confirmed by the Royal assent.
designated the late dismissals from the Post Office as * high- |
absolute and unquestionable power over that deparrment of |
the public secvice. L will just read it to you. The hon. |
and gallant Colonel then read that ssetion of the Post Office |

“ And be it enacted, That the Lieutenant Governor in Council |

i inay establisii, aler, discontinue or extend, any Posts or Post |

communication, or Post Otfices within tins lsland, and nay |
appoint, suspend or renove, or displace a Postmaster General,
and all or any Postmasters, Officers, Deputies, Servants and
Avents connected therew L

How then can the agitators say, as they have done, that the
dismissals were unrathorised by law? Is there not here the
fullest power conferred upon the Govern nent, expressly, I may
almost say, to enable themn to deal, in the most pri

npt and do.

by any contingence or ubstinzte opposition, such as we have

{lency and Council to recousider the matter, and not allow
embarrassment and derangement in this department to take |
i | place, which inust follow «f I amn deprived of Mr. Desbrisay’s | and to whom he was Jirectly respons.hle,
I'he second elause of'i valnabie services ; and I would beg to assure Your Excellency | ‘
this Act, rather uufortunately for the canse of those who have | that a similar complaint wiil not ngain take place, as far my

intluence can be exercised.

(did not warrant the use of any such arrogant awd dictatorcial
i language i addressing those who were authority over hun,
Well, the absurdity
of the threat has now, however, been cliarly esiablished, My,
Desbrissy and Mr. Owen bo'h have been superseded in tlhe

o A . . ! 4 I am |m-.v“suh;-m<.mcd to attend | e, and yet it has not heen fouad necessury to © suspend the
this Colony was held, in virtue of prescription by a few, for | handed and tyranuical,” clothes our Island Government with | the Georgetown Court, aud shall be obliged, if not relieved

r

teanzmission of mails.”  [Mlear! Hear!] Ofihis upwarrauiahle
J

from mmy present difficulty, 1o suspend the transmission of mails assumption of a dictatorial spirit, we have so far had ruther

il

during my absence.’

! ]
!more than enongh: but Mr. Owen could not rest satisfied

The hon. and gallant Colonel, in briefly commentinZ upon without further displays of it ; ard throughout the remainder of

| this letter, first observed upon Mr. Owen’s averment, that Mr. | the correspondence, with the exception of one of his leiters—
| Desbrisay has been in the habit of voting for Mr. Palmer and the spologetic one—of which [ shall spesk presently, thae

Mr. Longworth, at every election for tweive years, and said, dictatorial tone assumed by him regularly increases nntl, in
with respect to it, if this be true, if Mr. Desbrisay has so voted, his last letter, the clunax attained its height, and the Govern-
at every election for the last twelve years, it only proves, if | meut were compelied 1o lay aside all furiher thoughts of

donot greatly err, that whilst the polineal party whose principles forbearance, and at once peremptori'y 1o dismisa himn,

In his

he profess were in power, and who for the time were 1n reply to the Minute of Council, of the 13 h July, e neerning

{power, and who, for the time were 1 reality his friends and his request *¢ that His Excelleney in Conneil wanld reconside e

patrons, he was tauhfu! to their interests, as he ought 1o have the matter, and not allow embarrassinent and derangement in

been, and strove to sustain thew, as he was o du'y bound t

do. I'ne fault, however, fur which he has lately most jusdy deprived of Mr. Desbrisay’s valuable services ™

v the Department to take place, which woau'd follow if he were
and by which

been made to suffor, s that, when placed under the govermment he was iformed that ¢ he B3 nard, aC;-,-r dua consideration of
cisive manner, with refractory or contuinicious servants in the Lol a party opposed 1o the policy of his former masters, but who the subject, were of opinion that they must adhere to thewr
Post Ofice Departinent, and toprevent their beine embarrassed jnevertheless treated him with  very great consideration and | former decision with respect to the dismissal of Mr. Desbrisay ;
kindnees, he failed to recoguze the obligations under which beeause they could not admit the principle of any Pudlic O fizer
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