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Appalling Alternative

In her Christmas Day broad-
cast Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth
emphasized the great challenge fac-
ing this day and age. It is not
greater scientific development,
which is going ahead by leaps and .
bounds. “We have still,” she said,
“to solve the problem of living

as nations.” World leaders
where have been sounding
warning, and it was epitomized in
the Christmas Eve message in
which Pope Pius called upon world
statesmen of East and West to
agree as soon as possible to outlaw
nuclear weapons and ban experi-
mental atomic explosions. As re-
ported by the Canadian Press, His
Holiness painted a vivid picture of
the destruction and horror a nu-
elear war could bring. It is worth
quoting again, for its terrifying
Implications.

“Entire cities, even the largest
and the richest in art and history,
wiped out; a pall of death over the
pulverized ruins, covering countless
victims with limbs burnt, twisted
and scattered, while others groan
in their death agony. Meanwhile,
the spectre of the radioactive cloud
hinders ‘the survivors from giving
any help, and inexorably advances
to snuff out any remaining lite.
There will be¢ no song of victory,
only the Inconsolable weeping of
humanity which in desolation will
gaze upon the catastrophe brought
on by its own folly.”

Dante in a vision was conducted
by Virgil through the realms of
Hell to an exit “where once was
Eden.” Mt is this vision of the In-
ferno that His Holiness may well
have had in mind; but even Dante
eould not have imagined a whole
world engulfed in
nightmare which looms
possibility ¥ we fail

every-

met upon moral

ing if we do not rise to meet it.
World-wide concern with
{ssue may be said to be

Important trend of the year 1955

yvear? If so, there is hope. If not
we shall have moved nearer

solution
another year's end.

Conterences And Action
most steadfast supporters of
present Federal Government

thus far, plans for relieving
present unsatisfactory plight

dn for this.

the need for specific
very important phase

action in

nothing to lose, in prestige, and

on farm problems have
very little in the way of
results.

where agricultural

the farmers themselves, but

peaceably together as peoples and |

this man-made
now as a
to meet the
challenge which the advance of
science has confronted us with. It is
w moral challenge, and can only be
grounds. All our
material progress will avail us noth-
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this
the most

the President’s

“State of the Un-
message next month. This

calls for farmers to take certain
acerage out of grain production and
put it in production of soil-building
grasses. For every acre so.designat-
ed farmers will receive so much
money from the Federal Adminis
tration.
There fis,
price supports which, reports say.
" will be increased considerably this
coming year
cidentally. Neither of these expedi-
ents may be the answer to Ameri

too, the matter of

an election year, in-

can farm problems—some farmers

appear to welcome them; others do
not. But,

whatever their results

may be—good or bad—they do in-

i
|

dicate
need for specific action to deal with
specific problems — much better
and more encouraging in every way
than an endless round of conferen-
ces which get nowhere and accom-
plish nothing.

Maurice
composer, died this date 1937.

Will it carry over with greater
force and effectiveness into the neu

the
abyss. and the problem of finding «
will be all the harder at

It must be apparent 1o even the

the
that,
the

ol
Canadian agriculture have not pro- |
gressed noticeably bevond the talk-
ing stage. There may be good reas-
Certainly, it would be
unfair to suggest that Federal Gov-
ernment officials are indifferent t.

a

of the coun
trv's economy. The Government has

o

good deal to gain, by a vigorous at-
tempt to strengthen any branch ot
the economy that has fallen on dif-
ficult times. The fact remains, how
ever, that the various conferences
produced
tangible

Meanwhile, in the United States,
conditions In
many respects are no better than
they are here—and in some re-
spects worse — definite action is
under way to improve conditions.
The details of this action are ex-
trémely eontroversial even among
at
represent am earnest at-

The officers
C.G.S.
much praise

clearing icebound ships in the har-
bour.

deserves

official recognition of the

Ottawa's Decision

The City Council of Ottawa, by
a vote of 17 to 6, has accepted the
recommendation
Board of Health that Ottawa should
follow the
other communities
erica in fluoridation of the city’s
water supply.
motion, Controller Donaldson made
a point which is applicable to every
municipality where this issue is be-
ing considered. Pointing out that
the views of the Board of Health
have been endorsed by the Ontario
Department of Health and many
other expert bodies, he continued:

“How else can Board of Control
form an opinion other than by ac-
cepting the word of the responsible
authorities who
make
of this sort?

“If we
fluoridation,
that the whole
fused by cranks and that the public
would misunderstand this
technical question.

“The people elected us to make
decisions of this sort; we must for
the good of the people,
quality of leadership.”

As the Ottawa Journal points
out, “most of the qualified experts
are convinced that
fluorine to a community’s water
supply cuts
among the children and has no bad
effects. They shpport their opin-
ions with the evidence of long-con-
tinued
and in cities of the United States.
How can the layman take it upon
himself
wrong?”

of the Ottawa

example of scores of
in North Am-

In speaking on the

are equipped to

technical recommendations

allowed a plebiscite on
there is a possibility

issue could be con-

highly

show the

the addition of

down tooth - decay

experiments in Brantford

to say the experts are

EDITORIAL NOTES

Ravel, noted French

L] . Ll

and crew of the
are deserving of
for their efforts in

Saurel

No violent deaths in Prince Ed-

ward Island or Saskatchewan were
reported over the Christmas week-
‘nd, but the toll across Canada, of
sixty-four persons killed in traffic
weeidents is a shocking one indeed.
Even worse is the record in the
‘nited States.

Congratulations to Mr. W. Stew-
art Lavers,
town, who has been appointed Chiet
of Police for the Town of Sackville,
. B. His twenty

formerly of

service in  the R.C.M.P. ought to
fit him eminently for the respon-
<ible post.

e o o

The P. E. 1. Dairy Association
commendation for its de-
cision to provide 240 quarts of milk
for needy Charlottetown citizens at
Christmas time. The Catholic Wel-
fare Bureau and the Free Dispen
sary were entrusted with the dis-
tribution. It could not have been in
hetter hands.

The recent cold spell brought a

certain amount of discomfort to
residents of various sections of
Canada; and, in this section at

least, it was felt the more .keenly
because it came early and unex-
pectedly. Yet, in view of the dis-
asters in other parts of the world—
the floods in California, for -
stanoe—any discomfort Canadiane
have experienced Is, after all, rela-
tively trivial and, certainly, not a
~
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World' Affairs In 1955

By Russell Eiman
(Canadian Presy Staff

eral election. This will be held Jan.
2

The world's leaders toasted each |
other in 1955 and agreed that their
differences could be settled with- |
out bloodshed.

While the July air was filled with ‘
talk of the ‘‘spirit of Geneva,” com- |
muniques from the first Big Four
summit conference since 1945 told
of disarmament proposals, plans
for German unification and of a
possible lifting of the Iron Curtain.

But four months later, when the
Big Four foreign ministers met to
negotiate the details of their cheifs’
pronouncements, they found they
were as far apart as ever on how
to disarm, how to reunite Germany
and how to re-establish normal
contacts between East and West.

AUSTRIAN INDEPENDENCE

One comparatively minor prob-
lem was settled during the year.
After years of deadlock, Russia fin-
ally signed the treaty giving Aus-
tria her independence for the first
time since 1938.

An uneasy calm settled over the
Far East, after artillery exchanges
between the Communist Chinese
mainland and the Nationalist-held
isles of Quemoy and Matsu ap-
peared to herald full-scale hostili-
ties in the early months.

The Middle East, however, be-
came a new danger spot. Renewed
border warfare between Israel and
Egypt threatened to assume major
proportions as Communist Czech-
oslovakia, backed by Russia. sent
arms to Egypt.

In a sudden change of tactics,
Russia’s leaders made unprece-
dented trips abroad to shop for
goodwill. Premier Nikolai Bulga-
nin and Communist party secre-
tary Nikita Khrushchev banqueted
with Marshal Tito in Belgrade,
posed for photographs with the
Western Big Three in Geneva and
wooed Prime Minister Nehru in
New Delhi. At home the Kremlin
was equallv busy, entertaining
Nehru. West German Chancellor
Konrad Adenauer, Canadian Exter-
nal Affairs Minister L. B Pear-
son and the premiers of Norway
and Rurma

GERMANY JOINS NATO

Russia offered technical assis- |
tance to underdeveloped African- |
Asian countries, returned the naval
base of Porkkala to Finland. made |
a token reduction in hor armed
forces and permitted an increacing
number of cultural, trade and tech-
nical exchange visits with the oat. |
side world.

On the other hand, Russian rec-
ognition of newly sovereign \West
Germany and repatriation of Ger-
man prisoners did not preven! the
Adenauer government from join-
ing the North Atlantic Treaty Or.
ganization. As a counter-measure,
Russia organized an East European
defence system

Later in the year a new Middle
Eastern anti-Communist alliance
was signed by Britain. Pakistan,
Tran. Iraq and Turkey.

Of the participantts in the summit
conference, only President FEisen-
hower was in power in January.
Bulganin, British Prime Minister
Sir Anthony Eden and French Pre-
mier Edgar Faure all came to of-
fice during the year.

MALENKOV RESIGNS

Bulganin took over the Soviet
premiership when Georgi Malenkov
suddenlv resigned Feb. 8 because
of self-avowed “inexverience” in
handling domestic nrohlems. Stal.
in's successor was down-graded to

deouty premier in charge of pow!
develonments. Ke o7 powd
Eden inherited the leadershin of
the Conservative government from
Sir Winston Chirchill i Anril and
a month later led his party to a
sweeping 59-seat majority in a gen.'
eral election. Churchill K his

| government

Unrest i North Africa was a
major cause of France's political
problems. A wave of nationalism
swept Algeria, Morocco and Tuni-
sia, culminating in bloody riots.
After long negotiations, the Faure
quieted the distur-
bances in Tunisia by granting home
rule and attempted to - appease
Moroccan nationalists by restoring
the exiled Sultan Mohammed Ben
Youssef to thg throne.

CYPRUS TERRORISM

A growing agitation for union
with Greece produced a series of
terrorist attacks in the strategic
British Mediterranean colony of

Cyprus.

A + ~nlaniali
by a group of African-Asian na-
tions — the ‘‘Bandung powers’*—

was conducted in the United Na-
tions with occasional Russian and
Latin American support.

This neutralist power bloc got its
name from the Indonesian town
where 29 nations, including Red
China, met in April. The confer-
ence ended with a declaration em-
phasizing peaceful goals and re-
jecting all forms of colonialism.

Latin America had more than its
share of political unrest.

A revolt of the armed services
removed President Juan Peron,
ending a 10-year dictatorship. Two
months after Peron went into exile
his successor, Maj.-Gen. Eduardo

td

FROM “SNOWBOUND"”’

The sun that brief December day
Rose cheerless over hills of grey,
And darkly circled gave at noon
A sadder light than waning moon.
Slow tracing down the thickening
sky

Its mute and ominous prophecy,

A potent seeming less a threat,
It sank from sight before it set.
A chill no coat however stout

Of homespun stuff could quite shut

out,
A hard, dull bitterness of cold. . ..
That checked mid-vein, the circling

race
Of life-blood in the sharpened face,
The ing of the m told,
Unwarmed by any sunset light,
The grey day darkened into night;
The night made hoary with the
swarm
And whirl-dance of the blinding
“storm,
As zigzags wavering to and fro
Crossed and re-crossed the winged
snow,
And ere the early bedtime came,
The white drift tiled the window

frame,

And through the glass the clothes-
line post

Looked like a tall and sheeted
ghost.

—J. G. Whittier.

six-year prison term.
A short-lived Costa Rican rebel-

Lonardi, was ousted by the army
chief of staff, Maj.-Gen Pedro
Arumburu, who pledged a return
to democratic rule.

In Brazil, where President Joao
Cafe Filho suffered a heart attack
in the Tast weeks of his term of
office, his successor, Carolos de
Luz, remained in office only two
days before being ousted in a
bloodless coup. Charging a plot to
prevent president - elect Juscelino
Kubitschek from taking office in
January, the rebels installed Mereu
Ramos as provisional president.

Panamanaian president Jose An-
tonio Remon was assassinated Jan.
2 and his successor, Jose Ramon
Guizado, was arrested two weeks
later. He was charged with con-

lion was crushed.

For several months world inter-
est was held by the romance of
Princess Margaret and Group Capt.
Peter Townsend, a former royal
\querry now serving as a Royal
\ir Force attache. Apprehensions
f the effect of a possible marriage
between a divorced man and a
member of the Royal Family were
stilled when the princess an-
nounced her decision not to marry
him.

A vaccine against poliomyelitis
invented by Dr. Jonas Salk was
put into wide and effective use in
several countries, including Canada
and the United States. Russia and
the U.S. both announced plans to
launch the world’s first man-made

plicity in the murder and given a

satellites within ,two years.

Canada’s Largest Forest

Winnipeg Free Préss

The western softwood forest, rol-
ling in sucessive waves from the

Rockies to the sea, is one of Can-
'da’s primary assets. It provides
bout a quarter of the nation’s
otal timber products and half the
innual i of British Columbi
Its future, now under study by a
royal commission, is therefore of
high national importance.

Is the forest being overcut by
Britich  Columbia’s huge and ex-
panding timber industries? Will
they fdce, some years hence, a
hiatus in their supply of raw mat-
erial until a new grows in
a minimum eycle of about ninety
years? Is a revolutionary change
in forest management during the
last decade working out as the

provincial Government ?
are now be-

fore Chief Justice Sloan

who, .as royal , s

supervision, assure
maintain roads, fight fires and
make sure that his area will be
covered with a new forest, ready
for cutting, when: the old one has

gone
Twoniythees of these licences,

each representing an empire of
timber worth many millions of dol-
lars, have been granted so far,
mostly in the coastal region.

In addition, the Government sets
aside what are called public work-
ing circles where small logging
operators are permitted to cut
Crown timber under supervision,
paying for it as they cut.

No doubt as he expected in re-
commending this system, Chief
Justice Sloan finds himself con-
fronted, in his second inquiry, by
a stru, between the big timber
com les and the small independ-
ent operators.

The independents have found an
unexpected champion in Mr, H, R.
MacMillan. His company, Mac
Millan-Bloedel, is one of the larg-
est of its sort in the world. Out
of a lifetime of experience ' a8
forester, logger and manufacturer,
Mr. MacMillan has prepared a
classic brief on forest problems.

He says that no more forest man-
:ment licences should be grant-

on the mainland coast around

Vancouver Island, ME: the
richest timber seed bednln

“"‘,

tors will bw squeezed out,
mlu:.' Mlc:ﬂ'ﬂ:l wmﬂm -"
E _socially dangerous. \,

Medically
Speaking
By Herman N. Bundesen, M. D.
RELIEVING PAINFUL MUSCLES
That agonizing pain in your
shoulder is often helped by a noise
u can’t even hear. ’
yoDoea this  sound impossible?
Well, it isn't. The treatment em-
ploys use of ultrasound waves and
its eﬂoctiveneuwh being demon-
strated every 4 .
Ultrasonic energy relieves pain
and spasm in muscles and helps
get the sore muscles back in work-
ing order again. Doctors say it is
es] effective in treating bur-
sitis, fibrositis, periarthritis and
capsulitis.

SOUND WAVES

These sound waves have fre-
quencies beyond our hearing range.
Because of the energy involved in
the motion, they produce a sooth-
ing heating effect.

Generally, a series of treatments
ranges between six and twelve
daily applications given in success-
jon. The length of the treatments
ranges from a minimum of five
minutes at first and increases grad-
ually to a maximum of 15 minutes.

Doctors advise against these new
treatments, however, on the eyes,
heart, genitalia, growing bones and
other specific areas.

Since air is not dense enough to
permit easy passage of these ul-
trasound waves, two methods are
used to get these healing waves to
the source of the pain.

One is the direct method of
application in which petroleum jel-
1y, liquid paraffin, mineral or cast-
or oil are applied to the body to
serve as a binding agent between
the skin and the treating appara-
tus. In the other, water is used
as the conducting agent.

Both the part of the body to be
treated and the apparatus are held
under water throughout the treat-
ment.

QUESTION AND ANSWER

H.R.: I have poor circulation.
Could this be caused by a thyroid
condition?

Answer: Sometimes a lack of
thyroid hormone may be at fault
in circulatory difficulties. However,
this is not often the case.

The Age Old Story

0 man greatly beloved, fear not;
peace be unto thee, be strong, yea,
be strong. And when he had spok-
en unto me I was strengthened.

On Honoring Poets

(Ottawa Journal)

The United Kingdom Post Office
has rejected a suggestion that: the
head of Robert Burns, Scotland’s
immortal poet, be used on an issue
of Britain’s postage stamps. Said
the Postmaster General, Dr. Char-
les Hill: 0 '

“It is traditional in this country
that the head of the reigning mon-
arch is the basic feature of all our
stamps and I think there is no de-
sire to depart from that.”

Little reason why there should be.
For if once a beginning be made
in putting the heads of poets on
stamps, even the head of a belov-
ed poet like Burns, where would
the thing end? Would we have
Shakespeare and Swinburne, and
Arnold and Keats and Shelley, and
perhaps later on Eliot and Auden
and Spender? And then start with
politicians, engineers, industrialists
and scientists.

There is another and better way
to honor poets: To read them.
Robert Burns is rightly remember-
ed in Scotland and indeed through-
out the English-speaking world
(there are said to be more monu-
ments to him in Canada than to
any other man), but we sometimes
wonder how many read him?

In truth, we wonder often how
many of our youth now read Shake-
speare (apart from what they read
at school), or read the Victorian
poets, or a poet like Longfellow
and Whitman, or some of our own
Canadian poets like Archibald
‘Lampman af Blis Carman? We
hear of Eliot and Spender and
Auden, or even of Dylan Thomas
(the poets of our own youth, Fran-
cis Thompson, Lionel Johnson, Step-
hen Philips,seem completely for-
gotten but how much of Mathew
Arnold and Milton and Byron and
Shelley?

Of all the expressions of our
thought, of our hopes, fears, am-
bitions, joys, sorrows and longings,
poetry is the noblest. Yet the works
of the poets, of the greatest of

the road are totally
is possible that some other color,
say yellow or, green, would prove
most satisfactory both for

and day traveling. —Brandon Sun.

A snow shovel on wheels is de-
igned to take the strain ow' of
removing snow from walks and
driveways. The 30-inch blade on

manual snow plow can be ad-
justed easily to push snow to the
right or left, or forward, The
viow is of sturdy steel construc-
ton and rolls easily on rubber tires.
—Science Digest.

The wolf at the door has become
a symbol for pretty dire emerg-
ency, but few things are so bad
they can't be worse, and that also
applies to wolves at the door. An
Eskimo community near the north-
eastern tip of Quebec is proof of
it. The settlement was raided by
five hungry polar bears, and the
R.CAA.F. has had to fly up there
to replenish the exhausted  food
supply. —Windsor Star.

Ho. James Sinclair has often ask-
ed for more attention to be paid to
the posibility that one day the
starving nations of the world will
be fed by the seas. Vast numbers
of people already subsist on fish.
The sea has been the great pro-
vider from time immemorial. But
there is no reason why the answer
to the starving masses of the
Orient will not be an elaboration
of the simple fishing net that drags
in sustenance and vitamins in such
generous measure. —Vancouver
Herald.

To avoid being i

lated Fpry

—Windsor Star.

Canadians should be alloweq
deduct the whole of their medi;
expenditures from taxable incon,
They should not, in other, wy,
have to pay one penny of income
tax on such expenditures, Furthe,
mordel.t the ;lileﬁi:;tlg: of such .
penditures shou bro
include health costs of ~==1

every re.
sonable drugs, all 5
ances, all treatments, all m:&ﬁﬂ

or hospital or acident insur:

Finance Minister Harris ha:n (er;
power to make this change. Not
a‘single voice would be raised not
a single vote cast, in Pnrlm'mu
‘gag:ulnst it. — Toronto Globe and

Canadians have develo, [
skill in" aerial a\lrvexlﬂia.p!e;l p!u:
and prospecting that their ‘gawices
are being called on from:
of the world. Canadian aerial sy.
veyors have worked in Pakistay
and Ceylon, various areas of Souty
America; t w o-specially equipped

hods, special devices these crews
use were dveloped in Canad,
which has such a great need for
them and which presents every
kind of terrain, in one area o

rabies, a Flin Flon cat illegally
boarded a CNR train and set of
into the wild blue yonder. It is
difficult to see how any good can
come of this. People who reproach
cats for being cats will be quick
to point out that here is a clear
case of feline dereliction of duty.
One suspects too that by this time
the offence has been compounded
As sure as cats are cats, this cat
will turn up at some Saskatchewan
point without visible means of sup-
port and become a charge on the
public authorities. But in all fair-
ness it should be recognized that
a cat spaces over nine lives the ex-
perience that a human compresses
into one, This is probably conducive
to irresponsible conduct. —Winni-
peg.

If all motorists subscribed to the
laudable plan of having their tires
checked periodically for curb bruis-
es, pot-hole breaks and other dam-
age, there would doubtless be few-
er bl | 7 3

and
by tire failure. But we can go fur-
ther. If we would have our vehic-
les treated to regular programs of
preventive maintenance, there
would be even fewer accidents still.
If we all saw our dentist twice a
year, we wouldn’t have many tooth-
aches. If we all took physical check-
ups at reasonable intervals, there
might not be so many deaths due
to heart ailments or other dis-
eases. So the big question with tires
is to see that they are given per-
iodic inspction by qualified people.
There is merit to the tire dealers’
assertions buf unless there are
compulsory periodic safety lanes
for checking up on motor vehicles,
people will go right on driving with
unsafe tires—some of which will
cause serious acidents. —Welland

Tribune.

ther for experience and e
iment. —Montreal Gazette. a

Premier. Duplessis’. threat ¢
control newsprint production
Quebec has an air of unresli
about it. If it were in the interes
of newspapers generally it would|
be forgivable, though mistakep,
But his point is that the Quebee
newsprint mills must give a loyer
price to uebec newspapers or face
controls which possibly might cripd
ple their capacity for expansion
The move has the earmarks of
a political play to win the ¢
will of Quebec’s press. It wo
cost the Government nothing ang
the newsprint firms very It
since it's said the mills could tum|
out all the newsprint consume iy
Quebec Province in a single week.
—Vancouver Sum.
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