and all_their catches were land-
ed at Georgetown and trucked
to Summerside where the scal-
lops were shucked e
This shucking is the term for
extracting the scallop from the
shell. Only a small part of a
scallop is used for human con-
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placed aboard trucks for traps
portation. The fishermen are
paid so much a pound in the
shell

It is experted that this rela
tively new industry will continye
to be a source of income to more
and more fishermen, at a time
when hi- lobster fishing for the
vear has ended . -

;"’- “';:fﬂlll to Mavor Leard. erations- emplovees of other on last summer at Georgelown
e int fact that farmers and businesses are indirectiy* affect- when the large scallop beds sit-
fishermen will have a chance to ed Each “year. over ‘;ﬂbm uated off this harbor were util-
provide “‘the staples for the pounds of produce is Helivered ized to the full with as many as
large fish and frozem food plants to retai'ers in (Canada and ihe a dozen draggers operating dur-
that will begin operations in the United States and this is done ing the sumimer and fall months.
county in the summer.” by local trucking firms. Some vears ago it was discov-

About 20 draggers operate out While the two Souns fish pro- ered that the waters off Geor: sumption and this'is known as
of Souris and these boats employ cessing plants bu: some of their getown Harbor covered exten- the hinge. As a delicacy the
about 90 men. The crews aver- supplies outside Souris. they still sive scallon beds but although scallon commands a good price

Through the vears, Souns has
been this :province’s main cen-
tre as far as Guli of SC Law-
rence fisheries is concerned

The home of the Island’'s 20-
dragger fleet. Souris. has pro-
vided fish processing faclities
through 'he years for the heavy
~fish wieids of the gulf

But now the picture may be
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do a biz business with local

= REPAIRING DAMAGED NET AT SEA

repairs are made to a rent in the cod end of the otter trawl.

Soa

e The trawl is.often torn when fishing on reugh' bottom and,
“ “#=: haule such as the one just taken aboard here are made, the speed with

which repairs are made is mos} impo rtant.

when good

TV g %
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" Future of
at Souris

fishing
watched

“pe E. B. CLINTON  _ _ifleet would have to remain in

Ore o the hig guestions being

Soaris. So, in this way, there is

[fish. Al his habits are being
[ watched and watched some
! more. I successful these new
methods could mean cheaper
and better ways of fishing.
The dragger fleet will be ex-
panded. This has to happen. It
cannot be bypassed. New me-
thods are worthhless “without the
boats to put hem into use. Each

changing.

Souris Mayor Rey Léard has
said that he does not see the
fown “'blossoming into a large
eity’ but its processing planis
will provide “a pleasant rural
|life for marginal land holders
'who will suppement their .in-
comes by working in the town -

Mavor Leard said “this trend
has .areadv been established
| and now workers commute 10
the town from as far away as 30
miles.”

Two big fish packing plants—
l Osen and Eastpack give a
large boost to the .town’s. econ-
{omy, employing as many as 0

|workers al"peak season .
1 The Souris area's opportuni-

age weekly wage is about  $10
and the fishing seasom lasts 30
weeks,

BENEFIT ECONOMY

. Dragger operation has a bene-
ficial effect on the ecomomy of
the area. Each dragger takes
large quantities of supplies rang-
ing from ice. fuel and groceries
fo nets. This affects plants, gro-
dery stoves, fuel dealers, baker-
ies and many other businesses
and. indirect!y, the people em-
ployed by all these types of
firms. Many firms have to hire
exira emplovees just to handle
the business from the dragger
fleet. . Lt ;
_As a resyli of dragger -fish
catches and processing plant ‘op-

Fisherman's day
long and arduous =

A dragger fisherman is usual-
ly on- the fishing grounds for a

supplies, fills its fuel tanks and

| 8

mouth to the end of the net. a
gradual tapering occurs. The

the net.- From here there is no

takes on from six to 15 tons of «escape. At least, not until the

ice. After evervthing is ready,
the dragger ‘‘steams’l to the

[fishing. grounds, and this takes
| anywhere from four ‘hours to a but can be longer or shorter de-
{full dayv, depending om where pending on the fishing

theyv'll be fishing

On their arrival on the fishing
grounds, the dragger lowers her
net over the side. This net is ra-
ther hard to describe. On the
bottom are wooden rollers, that
act the sarie as wheels would on
land. letting the net move along
on the ocean floor. Attached- to
the top of the net are floats,
which do °exactly what you
would expect .of something with
that name. They float the top of
the net 'in the water.

The mouth or entrance of the

pet is a wide affair. From the to get the fish all below deck

net is hauled up and dumped on
the deck. The net is towed for
about two hours on the average.

After the net is dumped on
deck, the men get to work, gut-
ting the fish. Then the fish is
washed and lowered into the
hold of the boat. Theére it is put
into pens or bins, and complete-
Iy covered with ice to keep it

{fresh. It is not touhbed again un-
til the boat lands and the fish
. are unloaded. :

Working on a dragger means
long hard hours. The net is tow-
ed for two hours, hauled on deck
dumped,  and put back into the
waler. It can take up to an hour

firms Both compames pay tlax-
es. donate heavily 'o local char-
imes and iIn many other ways
benef't the community
OTHER POTENTIALS

While benefits. of the fishing
industry mas bhe the ecomomic
mainstay of Souris, Mayor
Leard sees other economic - po-
tentials ;

The tourist indusiry is one of
these. Mavor Leard sad “we’
have beautifu!l scenery and
many miles of fine beaches ~’

He Tcautioned. however. that
to al{ract the tourists “we mast

" haie more overmight accommo-
dation. s

“Emphasis should als¢ be pul
om more -iocalls cooked eafoods
for the visitor Wilh many tvpes
of sea food rizht,on our door-
step. we!l prepared sea foods
are a mus! or every menu

According te Mavor Leard,
the town is anticipating new de
will

~aid

‘is expected that the federal
government will provide new fa-
cilities for fishermen which mav

-

'SOURIS, P.EI

Best Wishes .

for a successful fishing season
in1965 - |

EASTERN PACKING CO. LTD.

and

EASTERN FISHERIES LTD.
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' i 1 vs : includ® 3 landinz wharf for fish- i
N O it oxceptionally good et is towed behind the dragger. ermen and nther wmall vessel _

fishing it could be much short- With everything in front of ‘the  owners .

“ er than thai Before each trip, mouth entering the net and be- - - e gty ﬁ———_i
the dragger, loads up with food ing pushed back into the end of

e g R B e s

“home of the drdbger flépt”

Salutes The Fishing

astad these days in the Eastern -no danger fo the future of the
Kinz's srea is ‘What ic going Souris fishing industry. n:r,mm;n ‘ﬂdb':o;' ‘:dth' nee- '
to happen in the fich business?  But, the present Souris fleet is t.I: They w.‘“ Eav ‘lm.be o 1"7 »
Will it rontinne” Or will it gra- getting old Wooden boats have ed'l’-‘\' ¥ “m".‘:] . 5 "hp'l‘;" e F - “ -
gually g0 downhill” a definite lifetime, and when it ok “h:':‘m.". |nlus:n S:lcml
in <oms behind is reached, they are no Jonger e e
The ma2 reasons should bring expansion. More
these nuestions 1z, first of all, fishable; or it would cost too P boal o ok =
the new plant heir cted in much to keep them operating. e padbssigsdine gl gl g
the new plant heiwrg erected 10 cessed. means ‘work for more ?
rzctrum  Many peopl re Some of the fleet no longer : ;
Georzetow Many people are people, more money for the
afraid that it will attract the fish. exist, having been destroyed by s 'and gt . ¢
e earn Souris to this “pew: fire, or by sinking. . and economic success to N %
ermen m Souris to this the business life. :
port. and thus cut into the oier- | To close. this gap, new steel . st ls es Or a
ations of the Sauris plants An- trawlers were constructed and t
other ranze fnar concern is ¢ last year were put i“” service. Lar
._'{! that the present dragger Thev did land, per trip, in some ge percen age SUCCGSSfUI ‘965 :
‘fleet in Souris is getting old, cases, more fish than their smal- makes fiShmeal
and the new hnatsz are gppamm. ler counterparts, but, did not e e J o oyt
Iy nnt what was expected land near the amounts they were . e e - F h g Sea i
e 1t s Adcidid %o buiid Sipposed To. be Gapsnla a1 W W GNAWES Tiame v Ishing_ . son.
a new plant in Georgetown. the Thp',\ ‘have l::ll been written off made from the parts of a fish = s
Souris’ nperations were assursd 38 failures, but, nor have they that does not go into fillets. This = sm’ the men
that it wonld not, in any way been counted as suf(-esses. This eneans that about 65 p‘e:cem of "
ifiterfere with the Souris oper.” COMINZ season could very well .. e : ﬁ*. h-
e o was tn haye decide the future building and fish landed goes into this ‘hy, of the ng
§t€ own Fleet of-ships. ~which-operations _of such boats. product, snd for_each five ‘m 'im
would supply aquite adequately One of the big dangers to the pounds of fish used, the amount : >
needs of the new plant There. ':;";"" of 'h"’ f':: b{”;‘"‘;“ n’; of fishmeal gained is about one ;
fore, the present Souris based scarcity 18 a
A it eould .be the real danger. pound. ’ GAS . OIL . lUBE
l - When the fleet started operauing 1he process of rendering fish :
first. there was only one way to into fishmeal is a relatively
s onl; : ¥
weatherp ays "“‘“rr’h’ the size of the -fish simple one. The fich is put into ‘ DE'SEL o'l
= | landed. and that was “big’”". The :
l l‘tant mle Soath ‘did Bot Bive foom for the large cookers, and then tremen- t
t ln _;maller sizéx~and threw them dous heat appiied. until all that
; - ack. With each succeed:ng is left is a moist powdery, X
The inshore fiching does not vear. the size of the fish lard- tyre. This %s g '
start until after the lobhster sea- od has gradually diminished ' d' 1 T e % i
son. Then, “using varions kinds Now, the boats take all the fish out to dry. After all, or most of “Yﬂ“ lmp.n'd !“. ”m“
?" h"m' h"ﬁkl;a F':v-} ':‘h'- ‘R::f‘" they can get providing if is D& moisture is-removed. the A
isherman heads ing legal size. product remaini i Phone 44- Sou
grounds Farly in the ceason. . One of the main reasons given .we told + e » o
his catch will eonsist mainly of hy veteran 'fishermen ‘or t he et Cu L W3S Simple
hake, with some rod and a disappearance of the fish was oz
sprinkiing of flounder In the the great number of ‘oreizn "
f41!, everyone zoes after the elu- hoats fishing in Canadian wat- i
sive mackeral And when the ers. These factory boats took !
mackeral nd!;apmart ‘from the  millions of pounds of fish. annu-
scene, the 'weather ic uzually un- ally from our waters. While this 4
fit to continne fishing ] might not be the main reason : .
More so than the dragger fish- the fishing has slowed it has to 0 5 ’ s
erman, the inchore fisherman is be considered as one of the top UU "' “
more dependant an the weather. Will the industry survive? li ‘ W :
:ough seas, higch winds will and will. It has to. Too many pebplc \ ¢ o' e mmun ur'" W"h 'o .xt.nd a "n-
o keep him ashore for davs at depend on it for their living. The m.“u o‘ Pm b." es
a time. In the fall, winds pick community depends on it f ; - ;
up, seas get rougher than usual. prosperity. Without it Sour?: i ‘ : z g. op ioﬂ"" and : Wlsh for o
and the fisherman i sometimes could very well fold up L ro “ ‘. ‘ '°5P°| au $8QsC
3 p and die. . ' %
lucky to average three davs a New methods are being constant- e Hom s *th D gg H ' 1965 ﬂ 'n o n ' a ~
week oh the fishing grounds ly tried for catching the elusive ) .e o e t P g i " ﬂ‘h’rm.n Of (‘
B, Ao il . ‘o » ; P.EI i
- - o
- I} ® &
F|s||ermen 3 sl'ecm S Centre of the Gulf’s finest .
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