Thursday, De€. 13,1956

The Guardian, Page 13

T ARG A RURE

STAY.IN.CAMP

CaaafdiansMayCl‘earMin‘es\
On Sinai Desert Border

By DAVE McINTOSH -

ABU SUWEIR, Egypt (CP)—
The sand was blowing out of the
desert, across the airiield and into
the stone of the Cana-
dian soldiers, It got into the mouth,
ears and/ halr, and sifted into
plankets and kitbags.

Canadian troops have been sta-
tioned in some dismal places and
Abu Suweir must rank as one of
the most dismal of all. But things
are likely to get worse before they

get better.
The Canadians, in fact, have
petter quarters than they ex-

pected. They are one-storey, long
limestone buildings ' with corru-
gated iron roofs about 100 yards
from the apron where the incom-
ing RCAF planes park when they
fly n United Nations troops from
raly. v

l,\'hu Suweir is 85 miles north-
east of Cairo and about 60 miles
south of Port Said, Mediterranean
eutrance of the Suez Canal. *The
anfield was built by the British—
and more recently boml
them—and it takes its name from
the nearby village on -the road
from Cairo to Ismailia. The vil-
lage is a small collection of ram-
<hackle wooden buildings and mud

hut:

CLOSE QUARTERS

The Canadians are not permit-
ted off the camp except in con-
nection with their United Nations
work. They refer frequently to the
ctation as a concentration camp
and to themselves as prisoners-of-
waor of the Egyptians.

\t the same time, Canadign of-
ficers say they have received a
Jot of help from the Egyptians in
obtaining supplies and transport.

The Canadians have 30 men on
guard duty around their barracks
~ just gcross a narrow street from
the Egyptian camp—but say they
have had_no trouble,

Some of the 300 Canadians now
in Egypt may stay here. Others
probably will move some 30 miles
north to El1 Ballah on the Suez
Canal where Maj.-Gen, E. L. M,
Burns of Ottawa, commander of
the UN Emergency Force, plans
to set up his headquarters.

The engineers with the Cana-
dian. headquarters unit have al-
ready beén selected as the mine-
clearing team and they likely will
move soon into the Sinai desert
to clear mines for UN troops tak-
Ing positions along the Egypt-Is-
rael border.

HEAT AHEAD :

This is when the golng will get
really tough. It is winter here and
the daytime temperature is around
80. But in summer the tempera-
ture lilm the Sinai goes well be-

yond 3

“The Sinai is terrible” said an
Indian major who served in that
area during the Second World
War. “It is not only the heat be-
Gause men can stand dry heat. It
is the flies. They can eat your
food before you can get it into
your mouth. And the sand. It gets
into everything.”

The Sinai stretches from the
cast bank of the Suez Canal more
than 100 miles to the border of
Israel. It is a hostile wasteland
without water, without a pinch of
green, without pity. ¢

If the UN force digs in along
the Egypt™ Israel border, some
Canadians likely will have to ac-
company it. Right now, the Cana-
dians’ main job is establishment
of supply and communication lines

by | for the force. Half a dozen engin-

eers have been helping to set up
Gen. Burns’ headquarters at El
Ballah,

The Canadians’ most dramatic
job so far was marking out mine-
fieldg in the 1,000-yard buffer zone
at El Cap between the Egyptian
and Anglo-French forces.

The 26 Canadians—25 sappers
and a medical assistant—took the
train from Abu Suweir to El Cap.
They could see the dozen freight-
ers which have blocked the canal.
DANGEROUS TASK

The Canadians did not lift any
mines, which included ones of Rus-
sian and Czechoslovak make, but
placed white tapes around mined
areas. The job took two days of
prodding with long picks and
sweeping with mine detectors.

They slept on the ground and
ate canned rations. They swam in
the blue Suez Canal but cut thelr
feet on the sharp stones. They got
some shade from the hot sun in a
grove. With them were Indian in-
fantry.

Capt. Norman Henderson of Van-
couver, in command of the Cana-
dian team, said nobody knew
where the mines were and the
Egyptians were vague. The Brit-
ish had already removed their
mines from that area.

Sgts. Floyd Taylor of Hamilton
and Calgary and George Mac-

Cracken of Chilliwack, B.C., said
the team made absolutely sure the

éritain’s First Labor Member
Of Commons Honored In House

LONDON (Reuters) —Britain's
first Labor member of Parliament
pas honored Tuesday when a bust
of Keir Hardie, flery Scottish pi-
oneer soclalist, was presented to
the House of Commons.

But the bronze bust lacked one
distinguishing féature — the cloth
cap Hardie insisted om wearing
to sessions of Parliament. i

In that cap and his rough tweed
suit the former coal miner stood
out as a symbol of the working
class in the staid corridors of the
House of Commons.

All other members in those days
before the First World War
dressed in morning coats and
shiny top hats.

WORKERS' SYMBOL

At the presentation ceremony
Lord Samuel a veteran British
Liberal, said the cap—the typical
British working man's  headpiece
—was “meant to strike adicord-
ant note."”

“It made us feel slightly uncom:
fortable” he recalled to members
of all parties. ‘It was meant to
make us feel uncomfortable.”” The
cloth cap was ‘‘a symbol a re
minder, a protest, perhaps a por
tent."”

The bust—by Benno Schotz—
was presented by the Keir Hardie
memorial committee in the cen-
tenary year of Hardie's birth. He
died in 1915, disappointed and
broken by the world war he had
tried to prevent.

It is the first bust of a Labor
member to appear In the memor-
lal-studded Houses of Parliamént.
yMEMBER FOR UNEMPLOYED
;' Born in a one-room coftage to
working - class ts, Hardle
never lost his geal for the lower
classes. In the, Commons, where

“members are formally addressed
by their constituencies, he was
«known as ‘“the member for the
unemployed.”

.. He once opposed a motion con-
gratulating Queen Viétoria on the
“birth of a grandchild, because the
iHouse had ignored a recent disas
tler in which 260 Welsh miners
¢ were killed.

Another time King Edward VII
barred him from the rayal garden

L party because he had criticized a
jroyal meeting with the Crar of
Russia. Hardie who never went

store windows at picture books he
could not afford to buy.

After 12 years in the pits, he
and two younger brothers were
fired because of his union activ-
ity. Blacklisted by the mine own-
ers, he turned to full-time union
organization, supporting himself
mostly by work as a journalist.

area was cleared or marked be-
cause it would look bad for the
Canadians if, after their first oper-
ations, :u Andian or other UN sol-
dier was hurt by a mine.

NO MISHAPS

“This is the ong man we want
to keep out of work,” said Sgt.
MacCracken, pointing to Sgt, Ted
Cuthbert of Toronto, the medical
assistant. They returned to him the
packages of morphine they had
been carrying in case of casual-
ties.

Sappers lan Lapierre of St.
Catharines, Ont.,, Norm Orr of
Calgary and Norm Whillans of
Vancouver were peeling off their
clothes before zoln§ for a swim
in the Suez.

“‘What a desert,’ 'said Whillans.
“Every time I left a mine over
here I'm going to plant corn in
| its place.”

As the Canadians swam, French
Foreign Legion men on the far
side of the canal sat sunning
themselves two telephone poles
away from the UN post manned
by the Indians.

Canadian  engineers themgelves
crossed the canal a few days later
on a reconnaissance patrol about
25 miles into the Sinai desert.

Three Canadian newspaper men
—Munroe Johnston of the Toronto
Star, Jim Lynch of Federal News
Photos, Toronto, and the writer—

cross the buffer zone and talk to
members of the opposing armies.
~ They passed through the Egypt-
lan lines, a UN checkpoint, the
main  UN position, another UN
checkpoint and finally the British
lines. They talked to a British eap-
tain and lieutenant but the two of-
ficers did not permit the report-,
ers to talk to or photograph thelr'
men.

SCENE SERENE

The British captain wanted to
know what American opinion was
on the British military interven-
tion in Egypt. The Scottish lieuten-
ant wanted to get home for Hog-
manay (New Year). He said he
had heard explosions during re-
cent nights, meaning that the
Egyptians were blowing them-
selves up on their own minas.

But on this day it couldn’t have
been more serene. Two British
soldiers were fishing in the irriga-
tion canal and the lieutenant re-
ported they had already caught a
three-pound dogfish and a four-
pound roach. .

The British officers were
friendly, the Indian troops at the
UN checkpoints smiled, the Egypt-
fan colonel couldn't have been
more polite or courteous,

It just didn't seem possible that
the British and Egyptians had
been shooting at each other in this
same spot only a few weeks be-
fore.

The reporters walked back
across the buffer zone from the
British to Egyptian lines. Onc"

¢ould plainly hear a hot wind from
Sinai whistling through the pine
trees. And that was about the
only sound.
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.- SWEETS

FOR ALL YOUR SWEETIES

CHOCOLATES

XMAS TREAT

CHOCOLATES
XMAS MIX

GANONG'S MELT IN MOUTH

I
CHOCOLATES—CREAMS—GUMS

XMAS MIX

-

XMAS CARDS

XMAS DESIGN—SIZE 54" x 96”

XMAS CRACKERS
XMAS ICICLES .

GANONG’S—3 LB. BOX—REG. 2.4
XMAS
WRAPPED

BARLEY TOYS rex 1n

GIFT WRAPPED—PARAMOUNT '1 LB. BUX
Willard’s

GANONG'S OLD FASHIONED HARD CANDY

2 LB. PKG. 69c
XMAS CREAMS 2 i re. T8¢
ASSORTMENT = 2 »» e 75¢

WILLARD'S HARD CANDY 4

5 LB. TIN

MYXEDNUTS 2 o me 95c

51 CARD’S & ENVELOPES—REG. $1.98

TABLE CLOTHS = 35
SERVIETTES ~ »  20c

FULL OF HATS, TOYS, ETC.—PKG. 6

FOR YOUR TREE—LARGE SIZE PKG.
PKG.

$1.69
5c
19c

$1.69

~—

9%c

e 49
25¢

GOLDEN BLEACHED

MAPLE LEAF-TWO PIE SIZE

MINCEMEAT %
LIGHT AMBER

WALNUTS o
QUALITY CHOICE HALVES
PECANS
CHOICE SHELLED
ALMONDS %%

BOWES—-% LB. TIN

ALMOND ICING

GAVEL'S TRIPLE STRENGTHR

VANILLA o

8 0Z,

-- CHRISTMAS --
BAKING SPECIALS

RAISINS PKG.
NE\W CROP SEEDLESS
RAISINS o
SEEDED STICKY

RAISINS
NEW CROP

PITTED DATES  » =~
SILVER SEAL

CURRANTS &

. N
43¢
33c
35¢
19¢
4]c
P
3¢
3¢
3¢

HAMBURG
STEAKS
PORK HOCKS

FRESH

YOUR CHOICE
ROUND—SIRLOIN—-T-BONE

TURKEYS

Did you know? The CO-OP SUPER
MARKET buys and sells annually
more P. E. I. Turkeys than any other
retail store.
support our farmers. Place your order

Buy Island turkeys and

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS FEATURE

HIGHEST QUALITY SALTED

MIXED NUTS
LAN.B FRONTS

P0.K GHOPS

14 0Z. TIN
vACUUM
PACKED

21b.59¢ |
Ib. 59¢

GENUINE TASTY

SHOULDER CUT
LEAN TRIMMED

PORK ROASTS
BRAWN

POT OF GOLD

1 LB. BOX
CHRISTMAS
 WRAPPED

LB.

SPRING LAMB

LB.

SHOULDER
cur

ENGLISH STYLE
IN PLASTIC BOWL

noazo — [b.29¢ || SAUSAGE mvin

SPICED BEEF
FLOUR
APRICOTS
WAX BEANS
400 PEAS
BONELESS CHICKEN
PURE HONEY
CRANBERRY SAUCE

CRISCO
MARMALADE
INSTANT PUDDINGS
COFFEE

QUAKER-S,
PASTRY

HUNTS—15 OZ.
FINE QUALITY

GRAVES— OZ.

GRAVES—15 0OZ.
XMAS QUALITY

INSTANT CHOCOLATE

FOR FANCY XMAS RAKING
SPECIAL PRICE—3 LB. TIN

MAXWELL HOUSE
1 LB. BAGS

MAYFAIR—12 OZ.
FOR QUICK MEALS

BIG 7 0Z. TINS
/

NO. 1 P.EI
LB. TIN

OCEAN SPRAY
OR JELLY-TIN

PURE SEVILLE
4 LB. PAILS—EA,

JELLO
ASSORTED

Nc

e 3¢
2 for 49c
2for 39c
2for 3c

4lc
49¢c

EA.

MILKO
14 0Z. PKG.

VEG. SOUP

Bc

4

,2 » 0z,

2 0Z.
TINS

COD FILLETS
HADDOCK
HALIBUT STEAK

20 IN GALLON

PICKLED
GAL.

XMAS SPECIAL

CHOCOLATES

CHILLED
FILLETS

o

Ib. 49¢
ea. 33c
Ib. 39c¢

Ib. 23c'
Ib. 33¢
Ib. 43¢

gal. 1.49

NEW FRESH PICKED

GREEN BEANS

ﬁRAA LARGE SIZE 4
CRANBERRIES

P.E.l. GROWN

APPLES

EXTRA SWEET JUICY

5 LB.
BAGS

ORANGES ™ *»e-
BANANAS

HAND PICKED WASHED

CARROTS
NO. 1 COO!§NG ’rlbnns.

FRUIT DEPT.

Ib. 27¢
» 3
b. 29¢
59¢
59c
Ib. 21¢

NEWS AND VIEWS ON GROCERIES — CFCY TODAY — 71:00 a.m.
. MONTAGUE - SOURIS — VERNON RIVER and CHARLOTTETOWN

CHRISTMAS SPECIALS
NEW SENSATIONAL
PASCAL SHADES
TO MATCH YOUR
BATH ROOM

HEINZ MEANS

i
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