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A Happy Visit |

As Queen Mother Elizabeth is carried
back to Britain in the sister Ship to the
great liner named after her she leaves
pleasant and heart-warming memories to
Canadians and Americans alike. This was
no epic journey, laden with undertones of
drama, but a friendly call upon relatives
and friends. It must be an unresponsive
heart indeed which would not feel that work
and worry has been properly reduced to
more rcasonable proportions while human
relations were elevated to their proper
place.

It is the genius of the Queen Mother to
be able to work far harder than most of
her daughter's subjects and yet to enjoy
personal contacts with the numerous old
and new acquaintances whom her busy
round includes. We sing of our gracious
Queen and, indeed, the term is strikingly
appropriate to the Queen Mother. She un-
erringly says and does the right thing at
the right time but, far more important, she
is the right kind of person to do so.

There has been some discussion of a pro-
posal that she be invited to become Can-
ada’s noxt Governor General. She would
certainly be popular and successful in such
a post but actually she needs no appoint-|

- ment to hold a most honoured place in this

country. She is Canada’s Queen Mother,
as she was Canada's Queen Consort. As
such and as herself she is loved and wel-'
come throughout the land.

The Archhishop And Apartheid b

In line with jts determination to restrict
the citizenship rights of the native Negro,
population, the Government of the Union
of South Africa recently. put the responsi-
bility for native education in the hands of
the Secretary for Native Affairs. This
was done, in the words of an official state-
ment, “in order that education for Negroes
might be controlled in such a way that it
will be in accord with the policy of the
State.” This means that the various
Churches, which hitherto have maintained
mission schools, will be unable to continue
their work, for with one exception—the
Dutch Reformed Church—they have signi-
fied their unalterable opposition to that
Negro-enslaving system which goes by the
name of “apartheid.”

In a recent address the Archbishop of
Canterbury, the Most Rev. Geoffrey Fran-)
cis Fisher, charced the South African Gov-;
ernment with “imitating the methods of
Communist Government and control.” It
is wzvief beyond measure to us,” said His!
Grecee, “‘that, just at this moment when in
many ways world tensions are relaxing, all
portents in South Africa point to a relent-
less pursuit of a policy toward the native
population which is unchristian in princinle’
and bound, in the long run, to be catastio-
phic in its effects. Fach detail of the ap-
plication of the policy of apartheid is a
fresh violation of Christian principles and
common justice." After citing the succes-
sive measures which the Government has
taken in its restrictions on Negroes, and
referring to the new education policy as,
calculated to insure that Negro education|
will be “strictly limited to what the Gov-
ernment thinks good for them,” the Arch-
bishop went on to say:  “All that is total-
itarianism and differs not at all from the
suppressions of civic freedom and Church
life in Communist countries. It is strange
that the South African Government do2s
not begin to support its own wisdom when
it. finds itself imitating the methods of
Communist Government and control.”

It is very strange, indeed. How an_v"
country can hope to maintain internal peace
—not to mention its gopod name—when the
areat majority of its inhabitants are pur-
posely kept in ignorance and political serf-
dom is boeyond the comprehension of any-
one who believes in clementary justice and
fair-play.

|

A Sumerian “First”
The first “apple polisher” in recorded
history was a Sumerian schoolboy who,
some 2,000 years before the Christian ara

began, buttered up his teacher with a
home-cooked meal, reports the National
Geographic Society. Dr. Samuel Noah

Kramer, curator of the clay writing tablet
collection in the University of Pennsylvania
Museum and the university's professor of
Assyriology, unearthed the story as he
pored over cuneiform symbols graven on,
tablets dug up in Iraq. Before him, he

realized, lay a schoolchild’s diary. In it the his pupils, who left it to her son, Arthur he is ‘ready’:

;ad bewailed a day marked chiefly by the
umber of canings his teacher had given

. 'The discouraged boy asked his fath-

" exception,

er to invite the headmaster home for a
meal. The parent not only did so, but
gave the teacher a new garment and a ring
for good measure. The plan worked per-

fectly. After dinner, the master told the |
anxious student, who probably still smart- |
red from the canings:

“You have carried
out well the school's activities, you have
become a man of learning.”

This first apple polisher belonged to a

! people who may have been the first to make

enduring written records. Oddly, the very

_existence of the little kingdom of Sumer

between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers in
Mesopotamia was not even

ago.

Through Greek and Hebrew writings,
archeologists knew of Assyria and Babylon
and had located them geographically. It
was during their digging for relics of these
later civilizations that they first came upon
clay tablets which, when deciphered, prov-
ed to be written in thé Sumerian tongue.

At first it was thought that this was
merely a variant of Assyrian invented by

priests to hide their secrets from the pub-
lle.  When finally the language was studied,
astonished scholars found they possessed a
record that would enable them to resurrcect
the history of an entire people from be-
neath the dust of centuries. Numerous,
widely scattered in world museums, and
difficult to translate, cuneiform tablets of
the Near East have not yet told their full
story. Scholars face years of work.
When the task is done, some believe,
ancient history may have to be reviewed
in its light. Facets of modern western civ-
ilization believed to stem from ancient
Greece may have earlier origins.
haps the oldest historians, the Sumerians
almost certainly will have “firsts” other

than an apple polisher inscribed in the an-

nals of mankind.

EDITORIAL NOTES

" Prince Edward Island is contributing in

a most valuable way to the improvement
of swine breeding in Canada. It is not
without significance that the various Prov-
inces' proportion of grade A hogs varies in-
versely to its distance from the Island. An
however, is British Columbia,
which rates higher than the Prajrie Prov-
inces,
L] L] L]

The broad hints from Federal sources
that tax reductions may be in prospect are
themselves encouraging to business, al-
though not as effective as actual tax relief.
It would be otherwise if it were reductions
in excise Jand sales taxes that were being
proposed. In that case businessmen would
hesitate to maintain full inventories taxed
at the going rate. !

Canadian incomes in all ranges have
shown an increase in the past eleven years,
it is shown by recently published statistics.
By far the largest number moving into a
new bracket were those moving into the
$3,000-$4,000 group. Their ranks swelled
to 986,520 from 198,252. The group im-
mediately below this, however, is still the
largest.

L] L L

Built-in safety devices for cars were urg-
ed before the American College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons recently, with the ob-
servation that they would

deaths and injuries by 80 per cent. It is

suspected by1
"'modern scholars until less than a century

As per- .
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PUBLIC FORUM ’

This column Is open lo the discus “
|

sion by correspondents of questions
of interest. The Guardian does not
necessarily endorse the opinion el
correspondents,

READING INSTRUCTION

Sir,—The Guard.an for Fcbnnu:
22, 1954, contained in “Widening
'Eaucacion Horizons,” an apolog.a|
.or the modern metheds ol teacn-
.ng reading. Tie author declares

. today s approved mc.ihcds are
ditferent pecause experience has
|shown that they are better.” Then
he proceeas to exiol the merits ol
the “reading readir.ess program.’
Further on he mentions that

‘phonies™ is used and that eventu-
ally the chiid is taught the entire
alphabet.

| The story is this: th2 “word-
recognhition” method introduced

'some thirty ycars ago by the mod-
crnists proved to be such a fiasco,
provoking £ many moans angd,
aroans trom parents and vchement

protests from high-schools and
colleges, that its sponsors reluct-,
antly brought back a mitizated|
form of the “phonetic mam':fl";

camoullaged as “phonetic analys
It is significant that the only eie-
ment of tie old fashioned way
that has been incorporated in the
Inew method is used extensively in
the multiple remedial reading pro-
ms which would not be neces
rv had read.ng been tauzht cor-
vectly in the (irst instance.

A representative of Collier's has
bcen deputed to make a national
study of modern education. His|
findings are a flat contradiction of|
|‘he sweep.ng assertion . . . experi-|
ence has shown that they (l,th
imodern methods) are better.” Col-
‘ller's man, Mr. Howard, writes ‘...
|ithe amount of discontent with thc}
|leachlng of reading which I found
(rom coast to coast among lavcl-!

Ibe duc, as the modernists in educa- |
(tion contend, to ‘‘emotional dis-|

“he o=
Foets Correr

THE WOODSPURGE

The wind flapped locse, the wind
was stiull,

Shaken cut dead frem tree and hill:

I had walked on at the winds
will,—

I sat now, for the wind was still.

Between knees my feorchead
was, — .

M\ lips, drawn in, said not Alas!

My hair was over in the grass,

My naked ears heard the day pass.

my

My eves, wide open, had the run

Of some (en weeds to fix upon:

Among those few, out of the sun,

The woodspurge flowered, threc
cups in one.

From perfect grief there need no!
be

Wisdon, or even memory:

One thing then learnt remains to

me,—

weadspurge

three,

The has a cup of

'
~D. G. Rossetti.

— S ————

The Age Old Story

Because thou sayest, 1 am rich,
and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing; and know-
est not that thou art wretched,
and miscrable, and poor, and blind,
and naked: 1 counsel thee to buy
of me gold tried in the fire, that
thou mayest be rich.

of the day. We use it to defend
our inability to teach more chils
dren to read. So many children
have failed t, profit from reading

reduce auto!headed parents was too great” to Mmstiuction at the beginaing level

that we have come to the con-
clusion that they were not ready.

necessary to add the proviso, however, that turbance” or “neurosis” on the part|It's our program that is not ready,

some of them be actually used. Safety belts, i:‘

for instance, would be of no value unless
habitually fastened on by car users.

R.C M.P. basic training will be extendedithe book.”
|

to include riding or equitation, as they
term it. In recent years as many recruits
as possible received such training before or
after basic training but it will be included
in the regular course. Apart from being
true to the name of the famous force, the
training is considered valuable for develop-
ing good policemen and quickly eliminat-

ing poor ones.
L] L] .

Franz Schubert, Austrian composer,
died this date 1828. He learned to play the |
piano and violin at an early age and then |
the organ and counterpoint, At 13 he
wrote a fantasy for piano duet and the fol-
lowing year composed his first song. Al-
though he died at 31 he left more music
than almost any other master. The pur-
ity and solemnity characteristic of his
work is shown to best advantage, perhaps,
in his songs of which he composed some
600.

;children are passing through our

the'complainers. He quotes a L.os‘
geles  high - school teacher as
zaying: “I teach math. It's nnl1
that some of these teen-agers can't|
do math. Some have pretty good
| mathematical minds. The tronblc;
is they can't read the problems in|

The National Snclet_\*!
for the Study of Education in its
1948 report stated: “. . . a .sumns-!
(ingly large number of high-school,
'and college students are seriously
’dencient in many of the basic as-|
ipects of reading. As a result they
are unable to prepare assignments
| 2ffectively and are, therefore, fru-
|strated in their efforts to do high-
school and college work.” |
| Glenn McCraken, principal of|
|two schools in New Castle, Penn.,
wrote in the May 1952 issue of
“Elementary English,” official jour-
nal of the National Council or’
Teachers of English: “Too many

present-day schools without learn-
ing to read adequately. In one city
the director of curriculum reported
recently that, on the basis of
standardized tests given to all
students from grade one through
grade twelve, we will have to say
that seventy-two per cent of our
pupils are inadequate readers,
“As twentieth - century progress
moves ahead at such a startling
rate in 80 many other fields, why|
are we faced with the fact that
our schools are clogged with poor
readers? Why does reading inade-
quacy continue to be one of the

An autographed manuscript of a hither-

to unpublished composition by Franz Liszlidm‘““ parents and the general|
States public with a lot of showy vacu-

has been presented to the United
Library of Congress, reports Unesco News.
The work is the “Quatrieme Valse Oubilee,”i
which is ‘mentioned in biographies of the

composer but which was long given up for|
lost,

Hauser. Mr. Hauser has presented it to the |
library. The work is to be published this |
autumn. ' 3

prineipal causes of school drop-
outs?” |
Progressivists are masterful at|

ities. Look at the volume of rlnp~l
trap wrapped up in technical mb-f
bledegook that [s retailed about|
“reading readiness” Here again|
Whitman quotes Glenn McCraken:
“The modernists tell our teachers

he must first be,
taken along a playful and casuai
road known as ‘reading readiness.’
“Reading readiness has b:an?
one of the most overworked terms

Iso

not the children.”

Arthur P, Gardiner of the Los
Angeles Board of Education, said
to Mr. Whitman: “We don't need
much remedial reading; what
we do need is more prevention of
reading difficulties . . . Our job is
to repair the weaknesses brought
on by the overswing to Progressive
Education methods . . . I think it
is significant that when they fin-
ally get the poor readers into the
remedial reading classes, they use
phonics and plenty of it. If the

| phonetic method is the way to

remedy reading difficulties, then
it ought to be a pretty good way
to teach reading in the first place.”
The same “modern methods”
that are causing such dissatisfac-
tion among responsible school peo-
ple and parents throughout the
U.S.A. are used here by the people
who are teaching Island teachers
how to teach. Parents should’ not
allow thelr concern about their
children’s reading deficiencies to
be allayed by the stereotyped
smoggy banalities with which pro-
fessional educationists try to keep
itin an inarticulate state. Let them
vocalize their apprehensions, or as
Mr. Whitman said in one of his
contributions to Collier's, “Speak,
silent people, speak!”
I am, Bir, ete,,
W. J. ENRIGHT
Charlottetown.

SWITCH TO CATTLE

OAKVILLE, Ont. (CP) — Herb-
ert Hatch, for many years pne
of Ontario’s leading horsemen, will
raise prize cattle instead of rac-

[lnl steeds on a new farm he has

‘purchased. Mr. Hatch said he fig-
ures that at 72 he is ‘“‘just a bit
too old” to renew associations with
horse racing. . . v

MEMORIAL DAMAGED

Liszt gave the manuscript to one of [not to, teach & child to read until| TORONTO (€.)  The memor-

ial garden named for the man who
wrote ‘“The Maple Leaf Forever'
was damaged by hurricanes«Hazel.
Loss at the Alexander Muir Gar-
dens in Norih Torénto was esti-
mated at $5,000,

| [town has been entirely renewed, and

Qld Charlottetown
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RAILWAY IMPROVEMENTS

From The Examiner, Dec. 6, 1882:

“The improvements on the Prince
Edward Isiand Railway, commenced
by Mr. Archibald in the spring of
1881, have been vigorously prosecut~
ed during the present season. A
neat passenger and freight station
was erecied at Miscouche in
October, making the seventh open-
ing in two years. The station house
at O'Leary was thoroughly renovat-
ed, the agent’s house enlarged, and
the whole building neatly painted
a few wesks ago. The station houses
at County Line and Bradalbnncl
have 1eceived similar :\H.ention.I
Alterations and repairs were also
made at Hunter River, Royalty
Junction, Georgetown and Char-

: manufactured = by
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| NOTES BY

You probably grumble if you have
to walk a block to get a pail of
honey and yet a bee has to travel
43,716 miles to gather a pound.

—Stratford Beacon-Herald.

It has always béen one of the
cardinal rules for top-notch ath-
letes that they must undergo rigid
training, But maybe the rule now is
due for revision. Dr. Roger Ban-
nister and Chris Chataway who
broke new running records this
year both have adoptéd a rather
casual attitude toward training.
Two other great runners, Jim
Peters and Gordon Pirie, trained
strenuously and missed the prizes.

—Quebec Chronicle Telegraph.

It is not only women who find it
difficult to make up their minds.
The Manitoba section of the Can-
adian Restaurant Association is
convinced that this is a failing of
everyone, regardless of sex. At a
recent convention it heard that peo-
ple complained that the menus
offered only peas and carrots as
a vegetable. And when the menus
were changed to include mashed
turnips and buttered spinach. the
same people turned around and re-
quested peas and carrots. —Quebec;
Chronicle Telegraph. '

A rifle kept loaded as a protec-
tion against burglars was the means
of killing a 10-year-old boy during
a children's game of make-believe
burglars in a Detroit home the
other day. The mother was attend-
ing church service at the time.
The trigger of the .22 rifle that
fired the fatal bullet, was pulled
by an eight-year-old girl. If a
roster was kept of the tragedies
resulting from loaded guns being

cars in the railway shops has given
employment to a large number of
mechanics. A number of the pas-
senger cars have been furnished
with larger and stronger trucks,
and we understand that the train
which will be run in connection
with the Northern Light this winter
will be equipped with steel tired
wheels—the first ever used under
cars on the road.

“Four new powerful locomotives,
the Canadian
Locomotive and Engine Company,
Kingston, were landed at the Rail-
way wharf here a few weeks ago.
Three of them are already in daily
use on the road, and giving excel-
lent satisfaction. Some six or eight
locomotives have becn thoroughly
repaired during the past suminer,
and are in as good condition as
when criginally constructed. A new
turntable has been put in the
Round House here, and another is
being put in at Summerside. We are
pleasad to learn that notwithstand-
ing the low prices which have pre-
vailed for farm produce lately, the
traffic on the road has been equal
to that of last year, which was the|
largest in the history of the road.”

THE WAY |

kept in homes for the ostensibe
purpose of protecting householders
from the molestation of intruders
it concejvably might outweigh al
the protection actually accomplish-
ed, Certainly no loaded gun shoylg
be kept within hand’s reach of j
child. —=Sydney Post-Record

The fact that some 1955 cars wij
be 10 to 16 inches longer than 1954
models suggests that the designers
haven't heard there's a parking
problem. —Brantford Expositor

How would you like to have beep
born without the ability to fee)
pain? There are such people, an¢
one of them was studied by doctors
at a hospital in New York City,
He is a 22 year old grocery clerk,
who literally does not know thg
meaning of pain—and wishes he
did. Not long ago & packet of
matches flared up in his hand ag
he was lighting a cigaret. Luckly
the burn was not serious. It pro-
duced large blisters but still diq
not bother him. “I felt a slight
sensation like a fly crawling around
ofi my fingers,” he said. It has
been the same story as far back
as he can remember. He has never
had headaches or sore muscles. Bee
stings, cuts and bruises do not hu:t.

—Woodstock Sentinel-Review,

Clarence Campbell is a universit,
graduate, a lawyer, business man o
experience, sportsman; a hocke: -
ist who, after a successful carcer
as a referee, was made president
of the National Hockey League,
foremost of all hockey organiza.
tions. No man ip Canada is bet-
ter qualified to judge and say what
constitutes the proper relationsh!p
of education, sports and business
in a young man’s life. Mr. Camp-
bell is a young man’'s life. Mr. Camp-
all Canadian boys that education
iIs more important than hockev.
Also it is a better and more cer-
tain way to the ultimate securily
that is the objective of almost
everyone, young and old.—Welland
Tribune.

An obliging husband is one who
wishes to save his wife worry and
labor. He does not wait to be ask-
ed. He volunteers his service. When
she announces that she has so much
to do she does not know how she
can manage, the obliging husband
steps into the breach and proposes
that at least he can do an errand
for her. When reminded that it
will take him out of his way he re-
plies that it gives him no concern.
He likes to walk and the exercise
will do him good. When it is sug-
gested that the fime required will
take him away from his work, he
assures her that it is of small con-
sequence. He remarks that of late
the office has been depending far
too much on him and it is high

time they learn that others can
work well as he. —Nanaimo,
Free Press.

lottetown  stations. The station
hous2s at Mill River, Richmond and |
New Zealand were moved tQ posi-
tions more convenient to the publlz-,‘
and new platforms erected in each|
of those places, as well as at Bar-
bara Weit, Loyalist,” Milton, and
Royalty Junction. The platform in
front of the station at Charlotte-

extended about 100 feet at the east
end of the building.

“During the summer 50,000 sleep-
ers have been put on the track

PRESTONE
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west of Charlottetown, and 42.000
cast. The number per mile hasi
been increased from 2200 to 2640.‘
making the Island road equal @n;
this respect to the finest roads in
America. 800 tons of steel rails were
ordered in September last but
in consequence of the dimculty_
in procuring vessels in
Liverpool, only about 80 lqns have‘
as yet been received, having been
shipped by steamer to Boston gnd
thence per Boston and Colonial |
Steamship Line to Charlottetown.|
The balance is now afloat and ex-
pected daily.

|

“800 carload$ of ballast have been|
distributed on the Western Divis-
fon, and 500 on the Eastern where
most required, while a large amount
of ditching has been done. In the
neighborhood of twelve miles of
barbed wire fencing and four miles
of pole fencing have been erected,
in addition to which half a mile
of the ordinary rail fence has been
constructed. The heavy storms of
last winter having demonstrated
that the snow-fence as originally
built along the line was in many
cases too close to the track, up-
wards of two and a halt miles of it
have been removed, and placed from
twenty to forty feet back from the
original railway boundary line. |
Forty cattle guards have been re-
built and seven additional ones
provided. The number of road cros-
sings, public and private, on the
line now exceeds one thousand, an
average of over five to the mile.

“The wooden tops of the bridges
at Milton and St. Nicholas have
been renewed, and extensive re-
pairs made to the masonry of all
bridges and culverts where requir-
ed, New sidings for the accom-
modation of traffic have been pro-
vided at Northam, Summerside,
Morell, and at the starch factories
at Mt. Stewart and St. Peters,
while the sidings at Portage, Mis-
couche and Charlottetown have
been lengthened. A fotndation of
crib work 275 ft. long and 25 ft, wide
was built under the coal shed at
Charlottetown, the worms having
almost entirely destroyed the pllu|
upon which the shed was first
built.

“Additional Haggas tanks have
been supplied where necessary, the
most useful ‘perhaps -on the line
being located at the corner of Water
and Prince Streets, near the Round
House, Charlottetown. The railway
authorities have arranged so that
it ean be utilized by the City Fire
Department when desifed. In con-
nection with this a powerful steam
pump has beeri placed in the
Round House capable of throwing
water over any of the railway bufld-
ings in the city.

“Since the middle of July last,

. SPECIAL

For $3.69 Gal
.95 Quart

WESTERN
BATTERIES

Guaranteed up to 4 Yrs.

from $8.95

EXTRA GRIP

WINTER
TIRES

"The Tire Plus"

At the Lowest
Competitive Price
(Gives Double Wear
and Double Value

You MUST see this Tire

WESTERN
OILS 99¢c
HEAVY DUTY
$1.49 gal.

181 Gt. George

WESTERN
TIRE and AUTO SUPPLY LTD.

Dial 4917

electrical
drop in today
gift items we
* Sunbeam Toasters
¢  Sunbeam Fry Pans
' G.E. Kettles, Toasters,
¢ Perocolators
“ Bed Lamps ete.

\

C.G.E. Washgrs

We carry a full line

175 Grafton St.

the oonltfu_ctji_on of ‘some [ifty-eight

MAKE THIS AN ELECTRICAL XMAS..

She will simply love a bright new guaranteed

appliance

C.G.E. Electric Ranges

Reconditl’oned Washers, Refrigera.tors and Electric
Ranges

Storey Electric

from Storey Electric, sv
and see for yoursell the many
have to ofler,

Steam and Dry Irons

of Xmas Tree Lights

Dial 3237
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