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Contract Bridge
By’ Josephine Culbertsom

SIGN-OFF BIDDING

The precise extent te which
ene partner showd defer to the
other im the case of sign-off bid-
ding is the subject of hot debate
among experts. The following
hand, teken from a recent team-
of-four tournament, raised this
important issue.
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two teams, to be won or lost or sif \ . p \ / R’
tied, and of course the team win-
ning the greatest number of such
matches is the winner of the
tournament.

When the board was first
played, the North-South pair
quickly reached three notrump
via this (somewhat questionable)
sequence:
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North East South West
1 NT Pass 3D Pass
3 NT Pass Pass Pass

Up Father

South’s distribution was scarce-
ly adapted to a notrump contract,
but when FEast opened a low
spade and further' when the dia-
mond king dropped under the ace,
the declarer had no worries.

At the other table, however, the
North-South  pair had a much
rockier road to travel:
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Actually. the one-club  opening
by tins North was the right ap-
proach —the hand was too good
for one notrump  but the immedi-
ate developments  were unfortu-
niate from the North-South point
of view. First. even under the vul-
nerability  conditions,  South had
no sound alternative to doubling =
the one spade. and then he cer-
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on his partner's following two-
notrump bid—the South hand was .
simply too freakish. Thus, the
final destination of the partner-
ship was really in North's con-
trol. and the crux is that North
should have ignored the sign-off
and persisted to three notrump
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