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When next he became aware of
his surroundings he found that he

was lying on his face on the floor

LADIES" STORE 150 GT. GEO. ST. | with somekody tying his Wwrists
behind his back.

| He lay supine, only half-con-

scious of the fact that life was be-
ginning to mean something to him
again, and even when rough hands
turned him over on to his back,
and hoisted him to his bound feet,
his head still sagged forward help-
lessly and the lamp-lit {loor shim-
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mered dizzily before his dazed
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His legs were utterly incapable
I ~-. . of supporting his body, and but

for the unseen hands which held
him on either side, he would have
slipped down into a heap.

i He was jerked backwards and
fell into a chair, and then for the
first time he became aware of a
babel of voices around lim. Hi
head felt about the size of a bal-
loon — a balloon that was one
cast ache -— and as his scattercd
senses began to return to him, he
» had a dim idea that some appal-
ling natural catastrophe had tak-
en place of which he was the prin-
cipal vietim,

e H When at last he conirived to hit
o his head and look about him, it

began to dawn on him that his
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period of consciousness could no’
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have lasted more than a few min-
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utes at the outside, and was def-
initely due to human accncy -
though he was 1n no fit state to es-
"timate even approximately wha!
had caused his downfall

The first thing he saw was that
the room had suffered consider-
ably in the course of the pattle
The gramophone had been wreek-
‘cd completely, for the sound-box
'and turn-table were lying among
la heap of shattered records which
lhnd been thrown out of the cup-

|board below, The table had been
overturned and the crockery and
glasses smashed, while the con-
tents of a broken whisky bottle

lay in a pool on the coral floor.

The trader, who was standing
facing him, looked decidedly the
worse for wear. for in addition to
his dishevelled clothing and tousl-
ed hair there was a lump on his
jaw the size of a hen's egg and one
of his eyes was almost closed and
already showing purple. He was
holding a bloodstained handker-
chief to his nose and glaring bale-
fully at his late opponent with his
one good eye. There were four 8a-
moans in the room now, and one
of the house-boys had returned
and was standing gazing fearfully
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vent to his feelings by cursing ev-
eryone in general, addressed him-
self in particular to Thurlow as
soon as the latter's wandering gaze |
showed him to be conscious of his |
surroundings. !

“Oh, you've come to life
have you, curse you!" he rasped.|
“Well, you'll be sorry Teforra did
not pass you out altogether before |
I'm through with you! I'm going|
to teach you and all the rest of
the scum here that nobody can get |
away with bucking me!" |

Thurlow made no reply. He was/
only just beginning to plece things |
together in his brain, and the|
trader's words held no particular|
meaning for him at the moment.

To be continued
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PARRSBORO, N. 8, (OP)—Eight- |
year-old Beverley Joan Amon Aar-
rived safely on the Pacific 1sland
of Guam after an 8500-mile flight
lone. She is the grand-daughter of
Hance Amon of Parrsboro, and her|
father is & sergeant in the United
States Alr Force, 1
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