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THE EXAMINER.

The chief points for effecting the desired object con-?pgrSOns may find nutriment if planted with potatoes as
wist—1, in increasing the functional powers of the|if planted with wheat.

bers; 2, in restricting the 1netan19rphosis of _tho
caves. We effect both these points in the following
raanner :—During the 5th, 6th, and 7th week after the
vibers had been ?\lnmnd. or inthe 4th or 5th week after|
we planting of rooted shoots, or at any tr.me whc_n the
voung plants have reached a height of 6 to ¥ inches
above the grouné, the tops of the branches are lopped
ar clipped by means of the thumb and first finger to the
extent of halfan inch.* This operation must be re-
peated the 10th or 12th week after planting, it being
nnmaterial at what hour of the day. This process pro-
duces a check to the development of the stem and
branches, the consequence of which 1s an increased
efort of the nutritive and assimilating substances, not
only upon the functional powers of the tubers, but like-
wise upon the branches of the aerial stems, which not
only benefits the functional powers of the root, but
strengthens likewise its leaves and branches so mate-
rally that the nutritive substances increased through
the physiological activity of these parts are now em-
ployed for the improvement of the tubers ; besides which,
the more vigorous branches and leaves prevent the di-
rect mfluence of the san upon the soil and the injurious
edect of desiceation. By checking the metamorphosis
of the leaves, their transmutation into calyx, corolla,
organs of fructification, and petioles, is prevented, which
parts are produced at the expense of the nutritious sub-
stances reserved m the plant ; hence by preventing the
metamorphosis of leaves, these substances benefit the
Jevelopment of the tubers. Actuated by such consi-
derations, | tried the experiment in 1846, of clipping
the extreme points of the branches of' some potato plants
which I marked for the sake of distinction. They dis-
tinguished themselves in their growth se strikinzly by
a stronger ramification, larger and darker leaves, from
the other plants, that it did not require any marking on
my part to recognise them again. The produce of]
tubers was abundant, and they were quite sound, while
the other plants in the neighbonrhood upon which I had
not tried the experiment, produced without exception
not enly a much smaller quantity, but the surface of the
rubers was likewise uneven, and sufferine in numerous
:astances from the prevailing epidemic. Thongh I con.
sider this experiment imperfect, and not quite certain
1 1t8 results, it gave me, nevertheless, encouragement
torenew it. 1 repeated the experiment in April, 1847.
npon a low situated piece of land, with the white round
potato usually cultivated here, and which suffered only
slightly at the period that the disease showed itself for
the first time in 1845. They were planted by a farm
servant well acquainted with the méthod of planting.
Afier they had been weeded, towards the end of May,
{ tried again my experiment by clipping the tops of the
plants of every alternate row; which process was re-
pcated towards the ead of June. The success sur-
passed all my expectations. The stems of the plants|
which had not been clipped were slender, weak, and
possessed only a few leaves. On a neighbouring piece
of land tubers of the same quality had been planted on|
the same day as mine, the herbage of which was left to
nature. It looked healthy, even luxuriant, during the

the first six weeks, but as the plants approached the|Y€ilow, asalso the thorax. "The abdomen is throughout

state of flowering and fraiting, it assumned a more/
ieagre appearance, and resembled the Lerbage of those

REMEADY FoR Tae PoTaTo DisEase.—A paper ap-
pears in the ¢Agricultural Bulletin,” from which we
learn that a chemist, named Kusobius Griss, had been
paying great attention to the disease, and has found a di-
rect and radical remedy. This gentleman, guided by
analogy, has compared the disease of the vegetable to
the chlorosis which attacks the human frame ; and the
idea suggested itself to him whether to apply the same
remedies which improve the vitality of the blood, which
restore its energy and its colour, might be advantage-
ously restored to in re-animating the languishing virality
and tone of the discoloured leaves. He accordingly
had recourse to an application of salts and iron. He
watered the plants with a solution of sulphate of iron,
contaming from 10 to 20 grains to a litre of water, and
moistened the leaves with a lighter solution, containing
only about three grains to a litre of water. This last

the remedy than when it is done watering the plants;
for in the latter case it might be attributed to a chemi-
cal re-action produced in the interior of the soil. A
committee was oppointed by the Royal Society to test
the result of Mr. Griss’s remedy. Experiments were
made in various parts, some on an extended, some on a

the disease itself, and the committee reported that al-
though some further trials were needed to prove facts,
yetit was thought probable that this solution might
likewise be found valuable in sandy soil.-—Dublin Far-
mers’ Gazette.

THE WHEAT FLY.

As the Wheat Crop on this Island is said to be con-
siderably damaged by the ravages of a grub, miscalled
the ¢ Weevil) the following descrirtion of the real
cause of the mischief may prove intercsting to our read-
ers.  We publish it at the request of the committee of
the Royal Agricultural Society. It is taken from an
Lissay on the Wheat Fly, by Asa Fitch, M. D., Salem,
New York, published in the Jmerican Quarterly Jowr-
nal of Agriculture and Science. Under the name of the
Wheat Fly the author includes the cecydomyia tritici,
previously discovered by the Naturalist Kirby, and an-
other species differing from the above in its spoted
wings, and first noticed by himself. Belonging to the
same genus and alike in habits and in transformations,
they may both be conveniently described under the
same comiion name.

‘From the more detailed remarks of the writer, it
appears that this fly is an exceedingly minute insect,
less than one-eighth of an mch in length,with two wings,
spotted in one species, in the other clear. The antena
are about as long as the body. the eyes deep black, face

of an orange color, more inclining to red than yellow.
There are six legs of a whitish yellow color, long and

piants on my land on which i had not tried the experi-

slender, and nearly of the sawce diameter through their

smaller scale: they were very successful in regard to £
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color, and are hatched in about a week after they are
deposited. ¥
¢ From this egg proceeds the larva, which is aminute
oblong, soft worwm, without feet or hairs, whitish at fipe:
but soon changing to a bright amber or orange yeliow
color. It moves but slowly, by a wriggling motioy of
its body. When full grown, this worm 1s less thsp the
tenth ef an inch long, of a rich orange color, and vy
shape. Having reached this state about the time t}y
the grain is ready to be cut, it waitsa warm raip ¢
heavy dew, when it descends, most probably by night,
by gliding down the moistened stock and enters the
ground. Here it remains during autumn and winter
preparing for its transformation into a winged insec
when the general heat of spring shall arouse it to 3 pey
existence. Facts show that when the grain is cut before
the descent of the larva or maggot, great quantities of
them are often carried into the threshing-floor, and may
be found among the sereerings of the wheat,
being kindly emptied out by the farmer into his barn.
yard, have a secure asylum provided for them unti] the

method proved much more immediately the efficacy of coming season.

‘IT8 NATURAL ENEMIES.

‘It appears that the most effective destroyer of this
insect, is the common yellow-bird. (Fringilla trislis,
Lin.) This beautiful little bird is in the habit of fre.
quenting grain-fields when the fly is at work, and woog.
ker-like extracts the nascent larva from the ears of
the wheat. Alighting, it adroitly grur the wheat
stalk just below the ear, and clinging earlessly to it,
even when swayed to and fro by the wind, with its bil],
it down the chaff from the grain, and rapidly picks
offthe worme. Ignorant persons suppose that its ject
is the kernel of the wheat, not knowing that in common
with all our small birds it is the natural friend and ally
of the farmer. Sowing the field with lime, at the time
when the wheat is in blossom, has been much urged as
a remedy against this fly, but facts show that it 1s not
to be depended upon. :

¢ Early sowing in the fall so that the wheat will be too

far advanced in the sprine to be penetrated by the fly,
appears the most ready and practicable means of avoid-
ing its destructive effects. In many cases, it is un-
doubtedly efficacions, but the observations of the writer
tend to show that the swarming of the fly coversa space
of six weeks or more, during soine part of which, the
orain must necessarily be in the proper state for the
deposition of its eggs.
‘ He recommends that the screenings of the fanning-
mill be closely examined, and if the minute yellow
wheat worms are numerous in them, the farmer should
consider ita sacred duty which he owes to himself and
his neighbors, to consign these screenings at once to
the flames. If there are but oceasional worms among
them, let them be emptied into the hog-trongh, but never
empty them upon the ground, or among the straw of the
barn-yard, unless they appearto be entirely free from
those vermin. Farther experiments are necessary to
determine 'in what manner the perfect insect may be
most successfully attacked.’

Arrival \of;wti}—ié English - Mail.

Examiner Oflice, Monday, 4 p, m.

went of chpping.—The crop ecommenced upon thisfem"e length. = All the parts of the body are clothed
ne:gzhbouring land in the middle of August; it was only| With minute, slender, longish bair." The male is some-
woderate.  The tubers were emaller than usual, very|What smaller in size than the female. In searching for
much pited (pockig) on the surface, and in m:iny in-|this insect 1in the field, esre must be token to avoid
srances sufforing from rottenness (wasser Faule.) At! istaking for it a small black fly, about orie-third of the
i:e end of August the contrast of the plants in the rows! 81z of the common house-fly, and resembles it in appéar-
which had been experimented vpon, in comparison to/ance. i .
tiose which had been left 1o nature, was so great that! *'The wheat-fly may be met with daily, from the fore
© attracted the general attention of the persons who la-! Part of June. until as late as the middle of August. Al-
soured iu the nerghbourhood, who made continual inquiry | though it congregates in swarms about fields of wheat
vier the cause. At that period the stemns of those which | at the time it is in blossom, yet it also occurs in a great
+d been left to nature were withered or dried up, while|variety of othersituations. It often enters houses, upon
12 others, which I had treated in the manner just des-"the wmdows'of which it may be observed dancing along
‘ribed, leoked quite Juxuriant ; the herbage was amp)e.f‘he panes of glass. [t may ulsp be taken amonc the
wid the leaves were large and of a dark-vreen colour, |21ass of pastures and of alluvial meadows that have

o 2

‘hich circumstances caused the greater number ofj mever been tarned up by the piow. '
cople to believe that these rows had been planted at o, * The fly during the sunshine of the day, moves about

oter period. The difference in the production of the DUt little, remaining mostly at rest, or lurking about in!

tubers was equally striking, not so mueh with re.| the shade furnished at the roots of the growing graia.
snect tothe size of the tubers as to the quantity. They |10 the twilight of the evening, it becomes aetive, and
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were neither pitied (pockig,) nor did they show any|continues so, it is probable, during the entire night; for

yaer disease, only a few were not quite round, which |before the morning sunrise, it may be seen abundantly
wust be ascribed to a late rain, in consequence of which|Upon the wing, though less agile than in the evening,
ey did not acquire a perfect development. On the |28 If now become somewhat wearied, or rendered slug-
other hand, the tubers of the plants which had not been 2ish by the coolness and dampness of the night air. Ty
cxperunented upon, fell of from the stem in epite of the |18 during the evenings which succeed hot days of sun-
most careful proceedings, and disease and rottenness Shite, that it appears to be most busy and full of life, [f
increased rapidly among. thea. - Far be it from me to|@ field infested with them be visited with a lantern at
assert that 1 am able to explain the nature of the disease | this ime, sych hosts as were little imagined, will be
which Las recently shown itself ainong the potatees || found busily hovering about the grain, the most of them
bot | am certain of having found s remedy which invi-| With wings and legs extended, dancing, as it were,
sorates the potatoe plant 12 such a manner as to resist| S10W1y up and down along the ears, intently engaged in
toe influence of the prevailing disease. 1fany pers‘misclectmr_r‘ti‘le most suitable spot where. 1o deposit their
should feel inclmed to relnquish the eultivation of the, ©22s.  This being found, the insect alights, und stand-
potato for fear of the treuble conpected with this opera-‘ Ing upon the outer glume or "h"ﬁ.f’f the kernal, curves
tion, which might be done by children, I would remind! 'S ghdomg*n 80 as to bring its tip 1 contact with the
rito that fiom an equal ares of land twice the number of| SUrface of the glame. It now toils industriously to in-
e ~ [sinuate its ovipositor through the scale, which is not

* it would be asad disappointment for the purpose of prodn- | accomplished without considerable exertion. ‘Thus the
cing the desired resaltif the process of ! !

. Aayhkd clipping the bragches eggs are deposited, from siX to ten in number, "These
creeeded half ap 'lueh

Jeggs are nearly round, very small, of a slightly yollowish!
shty ) |

As our Paper was prepared for Press we re-
ceived our files of English Papers, which ar-
rived in the Mail Packet between 12 and 1
‘o’clock. The intelligence being important and
interesting, we delay the publication of our Pe-
' per, in order to insert as much as we can pos-
"sibly make rocom for.

Threatened Insurrecction in Ireland.
{From the European Times, Jaly 29.]

| The position of this unfortunate and disturbed
\country is becoming every day more and more critical.
''T'he reign of terror has at length begun. Parliament,
(i the short space of seveniy-tiwo howrs, has susperded
| the Habeas Corpus Act ; and already an immense nuim-
ber of warrants, to take up, seize,and imprison all persons
 to the 1st of March next, who are suspected of being
| disaffected towards her Majesty’s Crown and Govern-
(ment, have been issued ; troops in great numbers are
 being sent into the country, and everything that might
and power can do to curb the rebellious-tendencies of
the people is put into operation with a degree of alacrity
and zeal very unusual in the administration of Irish
affairs—ineantime the people are organising. The south
is in a state of extreme excitement, and the cry on all
hands seems to be for arms. The clubs are proclaimed,
but the leaders, Smith O'Brien, Meagher, Doheney,
&ec., continue to visit the provinces for the purpose of
arming the people. A conflict seems inevitable.
The Lord-Lieutenant has lost no tiwe in bringing
into force the new powers with which he has been in-
vested hy the passing of the Habeas Corpus Suspension
Act. The Banshee left this port with the act on Tues-
day night, at eleven o'clock, and reached Dublin on
Wednesday morning early. An extraordinary Gazetie
wae publiehed the same sfternoon, containing a procla-
mation, declaring tbat her Mujesty's representative a
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