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Away Off Course *

~Mr. Diefenbaker has suggésted

the federal government and Quebec
are just shadow-boxing and play-act-
~dng to help the Quebec Liberals in a
‘provincial election expected this
~year. How is one to account for his
own exhibjtion of “shadow-boxing and
play-acting” in threatening, at the
very opening of the new Parliament,

motion because of the government’s
pensions in -
the Speech from the Thro:e? Other
opposition party leaders have indicat-
ed that they will not support such a
motion at this time, and it is question-
able how many of Mr. Diefenbaker's .
own followers.are behind him in this
piece of nonsense.

= The NDP leader, Mr. Douglas, has
shown a more statesmanlike grasp of
what this issue involves. His party-

sion from $75 to $100 a month, but
he does not consider that an expres-
sion by the House on such a matter

a vote of no confidence in the gov-
ernment. The question of whether
the 21 NDP members would support
‘the Conservatives would depend upon
the motion’s wording. A simple ex-
raised would be one thing; a motion
calculated to defeat the government
at this early stage, and with a mas-
sive backlog of legislation before the
House, would be anothers; - -

- If the government were defeated -

as a confidence vote, he added, it
would be faced with three choices of
action: It could accept the policy ex-
pressed in the motion. Or it could
sdy that it regarded the ‘motion as an,
expression of the House’s opinion but
not_as a vote of no confidence. Or,

iotion from the issue of confidence
and move at once, under the rules of
the. House, for a vote of eonfidence.
Thus, if another election were pre--
cipitated as a result of a non-confid-
ence vote, the onus would be on the
government.

vative leader, too, would be brought

termined to take his own obstreperous
course. Where will it lead? Very
close to the rocks, we predict, so far

So far as Parliament is concerned,
the danger is not defeat of the- gov-
ernment but paralysis of the House.
And that is something the electorate
will simply not stand for. Not again,
from Mr. Diefenbaker or anyone else.

Ministerial Visits
Our new provincial Liberal leader,

Mr. Campbell, has not lost any time
in getting acquainted at Ottawa and

the Prime Minister and heads of var-
fous government departments. With
them he discussed problems.of con-
cern to our farmers and fishermen,
also the implications of provincial def--
fcit financing in- relation to federal
policies, development of industries,
transportation, ‘and other important -
matters. He has garranged, we are in-

Minister Greene and Fisheries Min-
ister Robichgud to visit us in the near
future.. All this is very much to Mr.
Campbell’s credit, and bespeaks his
geal in our interests.

Let us hope, fmowever, that neither

been for Mr. Campbell’s earnest solic-
itations. We have a Tory government
in power here, it is true, and four
Tories to represent us in the new
House of Commons. But such visits
by responsible federdl ministers are
not primarily political junkets, and

ions should be e

regardiess of how we voted last No-

vember. That's a well-established

principle of dur democracy, and it

- would be unfortunate if we lost sight
of it. N

Mr. Greene; we note, made this

the basis of his tour of the Prairie

provinces last week. If any provin-

cial Liberal leaders had him in tow

| on that occasion, we saw no reference

\ | to it in the generous publicity his

tour received. On the contrary, the
new Agriculture Minister seemed to
T-enjoy being on his own. He didn't
wait in Qhotel rooms for party aides to
come to him but sailed out to meet
allcomers—representative farm-
ers and grain men wherever he could
find them. He found he could talk
party interpreter. And that, we ex-
pect, is how he'll want to act when
he comes here. 5

. Apart from Saskatchewan, we have
the largest part of our economy in-
volved in agriculture of any province
| in'Canada. That's what’s bringing Mr.
Greene here, really; and naturally

leading farmers as he can'meet. Nor
will he feel the need for a political
chaperon in his chats with Premier
Shaw and Agriculture Minister Mac-
Ragc—"

ister Robichaud, or we miss our
guess. He’s no stranger here; and if-
he were, he too could be expected to
get promptly and easily.in touch with
our provincial authorities and lead-

- well primed on our fishery problems
before he started, from his predeces-
sor in office, Hon. J. Angus MacLean,
who's still around as an MP and who
would make an excellent adviser for -
him on his visit. '
The provineial Liberal leader, of
course, would be welcome to go along
as supercargo; but not, we think, in
the role of impresario. We get
enough of this sort.of thing at min-
isterial visits during election cam-
paigns. We want these to be produc-
tive of more substantial results; on'
the basis, not of party lines but of our
honest needs and cap;b"i&tiu.

Teachers’ Salaries
The provincial government is to .
commended on its prompt action

salaries, to be effective in the next
school year, which should do much
to remedy a situation that has be-
come of growing concern to the prov-

was recommended in a brief present-
ed by the Prince Edward Island
Teachers’ Federation, on the logic-
al ground that it was needed - to
bring to' a halt the exodus of new
teachers to other provinces and to

able for the securing of the kind of
teachers our school system requires. .

ter because this is the time of year
when school systems begin to look
 for the teachers who will be serving
- them during the next academic year.
For this reason the Federation asked
that it might have an answer to ‘its

reason the government lost no time\
in coming to its décision.

As noted in yesterday’s Guardian,
the differences in the new pay. scale
are slight for those teachers who do
not have at least a senior matricula-
tion and .one year of formal educa-
tional training, but for those with
their senior matriculation and the
professional training there are sig-
nificant increases in the salary struc-
ture.
the scale up to what the same teach-
ers can attain in other provinces; but,
in the words of the Federation brief,
“We feel confident that it is adequate,
when combined with their. desire to
remain in this province, to turn the
tide of the outflow of teachers.”

With so much accomplished in
terms of new buildings and new
methods, it would be inexcusable for
the government to ignore this most
critical factor in our educational prob-
lem. We may hope, from its action,
for results that will do much mare
than offset the increased expenditure
involved.

EDITORIAL NOTE -

The Canadian Highway Safety
Council calls attention to the fact that
in Canada in 1964, out of 140,000 per-
sons injured in motor- thicle . ac-
cidents, the bodies of at Jeast 50,000
were so torn and broken that full re-
covery was medically impossible.
These accidents cost Canada $1,500,-
000 a day. “Have we become so cal-
lous,” asks the council’s executive. di-
~rector, W. Arch Bryce, “that we ac-
‘cépt this as a price of our ‘way of
life’?” He recalls the slogan: “The

ve not ceased to be entitled to
ol tifgt can be done famys at Ottawa l

accident you're toncerned about jwill
not happen.” 'v

he'll want to talk with as many.of our .
The same goes for Fisheries Min- 5

ing fishermen. Indeed, he could get

in approving a new scale of teachers’ |

~ince generally.— The new-pay scale |

make the climate here more favor- |-

- There was urgency about the mat- | D

~Tequest by Jafuary 31, and forf’} ;

These increases do not bring |-
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- “WE HAVE AIMS OF OUR OWN"

OTTAWA REPORT by Patrick Nichelson
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