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ANGELO GIUSEPPE RONCALLI STUDYING FOR

PRIESTHOOD AT 19

PONTIFF SOUGHT TO UNITE CHRISTIANITY

Ecumenical Council will remain
monument to Pope John's reign

By THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

‘When Angelo Giuseppe Cardi-
nal Roncalli was elected pope in
the autumn of 1958 some ob-
servers thought his reign would
mark time. He was then almost
77 _years ol

But the Pope, John XXIII,
the name . Cardinal Roncalli
adopted, promptly ended such
nctions. This son of an Italian
sh-recropper embarked nn hl!
own dynamic course
preme Roman_Catholic Ponmr
and established hlmsnl! as “the
Pope of Unity."

He encouraged a new spirit of
brotherhood. The theme of even-
tual Christian unity was em-
phasized repeatedly through his
reign, and the Roman Catholic
Church entered into its closest
contacts with Protestants since
the Reformation 400 years ago.

cedent - breaker, he
studded his reign with
marks in every area of papal
activity. And no landmark st
higher than the great world-
wide Council of Roman Catho-

land- |

Christians would be united.

The heavy burden of sctting
up a council did not keep ener-
getic Pope John confined to his
studio in the Vatican palace.
When the council was
week away he boarded a train
at dawn and embarked on a 16-
hour rail pilgrimage across
Italy to pray at shrines in Lor-
eto and Assis

400-mile journey was the

U= | first train trip by a pope in 100

vears. It carried the Pontiff to
hundreds of thousands of small-
town people in the distant coun-
tryside who never dreamed of
seeing him anywhere but in

ome.
The Italian farmer’s son with
a love of travel added a more
significant page to papal history
that day than a spectacular
train ride would indicate.

Pope surprised
people of Rome

“People live in constant fear
lest the storm thet every mo-
ment threatens should ~break
upon them with dreadful vio-
lence . Even though it is
difficult to believe that anyone
vould deliberalely ake the res-
ponsibility for the appaliing
Gestruction and sorrow that wae
would bring in its train, it can
not be denicd that the confla-
gration m-y be set off by some

incontrollable and unexpected
chance. ... .
“Justice, then right, reason

and humanity urgently demand |
that the arms race should |
cease; that the stockpiles which
exist in various countries should
be reduced equally and simul-
taneously by the partles con-
cerned; that nuclear weapons
should he banned; and that a
general agreement should
|eventually be reached about |
progressive ~disarmament and |
an effective method of control.

The encyclical brought the
Pope the $1,000 Balzan Peace
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BY 1934 HE WAS A BISHOP

can negro cardinal, the first
Filipino cardinal and the first
Japanese cardinal, For the fir
time all the races of mankind
were represented  in the College
of Cardinals.

His action underlined his be-
lief in the brotherhood of ma
kind at a time of racial fe
sion. “Our sorrowing gaze,” he
said, “turns also to the other
ch'ldren of G-od everywhere,
suffering because of race or
economic conditions .
theough the. limilation, ‘on’ the
| exereise of thele " naturel and

vil righ

Malchinu the importance of
| trying to move toward Christian
unity_through an Ecumenical
Council, Pope John in 190 in-
stituted a unique secretariat for
promoting unity. Like Pope
Pius, John had ordered mod-
ermzalmn of Bible studies.

are of the great importance
[ that Protestants place ta serio:
tures, he named a German Je-
suit Biblical scholar to head the
istoric unity secretariat.

agging discipline of the Roman
Catholic Church itself.

PRIEST FIRST OF ALL
ope John was, first of all a
priest in the purest sense of the
Slord{ Whes Patriarch
of Venice, he always showed a
willingness to receive anyone
who wished to see him. He ex-
plained that *“I must think that
wiever calls on me might also |
be coming to confess his sins."

His_election to succeed Pope
Pius XII took place on October
28, 1958, and he went to work
energetically almost the minute
he cmerged irom the solemn
conclave of cardinals.

The announcement of his elec- |
tion came In the evening. The/
next morning, moving with un-
precedented speed,

=

The Guardimy

Charlottetown, Sat. June 1, 1963.

PAGF 9

AT THE PAPAL CORONATION JOHN

he ad-|__ranquility and concord from |pected the somewhat guarded

ressed a radio message to the | ypicn alone can rise a Liue communique made no mention

world. This was a plea for world
eace.
He directed the appeal, on th

to “the rulers of all-the nations

ver wrote the Pope that "I
first full day of his pontificate, ;‘,:':,f ““lf: N the o aals st

Prize. fate, the prosperity and hopes h,‘m

mankind.”

lic bishops. The long pilgrimage was the Augustin Cardinal Bea, the
The Ecumenical Council was|final break from a fading idea MET WITH RUSSIANS e T e ofllhel Lﬂdmdual &enplu ;
bis major undertaking, a bold |that the papacy is a Selfim-| Among those at a_general|ranped contacts with® leadig g akng P (e cause o fhe Pontir'
venturethal other popes only | posed imprisonment, keeping a audience at which the Pope | non.Catholic churchmen and in- i wammian 3 o Carried on
had cnmenplmd since the last pamm perpetually within quick 'was notified of the prize were yited them to the council. Pope Py paig! ‘;( '8 pref *’f;!
Ecumenical Council at the Vati- reach of the 108-acre Vatican |Alexei Adzhubei and his wife,|John had said he wanted the |puse et pore 0" 2
can in 1869-1870, State. sonin-law and daugiter of Pre- gbservers “to-follow the work R AL B rec
i The seclusion began in 1870 mier Nikita Khrushchev. The to f 3 3
) SOUGHT CHURCH RENEWAL | when Ialian Aationalists|Fope saw the coupl in 8 piv- o e ounCl A o i rmore | ered in Latin belore the'Sacred
ope John conceived the idea | wrested Rome from papal rule 'ate audience lat d: 1l Christianity with
withinthree months of his coro-io make it the capital of mod- | The meeting [ipirad soaco: Eoieh reunite all Christianity With | layed_over several national net- tpied " States,
nation. He set a goal of internal |ern Italy. The march of troops lation about a thaw in Vatican ~pii oot councils such as | Lo ik ;”‘,":"wsd oL
church renewal, pledging to pre- into the Eternel City 92 years Moscow relations. In the month Poge: John ‘called ‘are. rare in' L"'““‘r:;mjm} vas delivered to th

Pope Joh
College of Cardinals, was re- ],‘l,"‘"’ The

under

Soviet ' the Vatican stressed
ress mmmenlnd favorably on ferred to the Archbishop's vi
s.)

et oy
tour of 11 countries in late 1
he visited the Vatican and was ing of
Tecelved in private audience by | hetween the two churches.

on a fesy.”

speaking in Eng-
said’ he rejoiced that the heads of churc
Sisen- Pope hailed their meeting as a
hower, wes “striving so actively crown

toward the lofty ideals of a
loyal and effective concord be-

of movement toward greater un-
ity in the Christian faith.

The Vatican communique re-
supreme ruler of the Roman

sire for a peaceful solution of Catholic Church
in whose hands are placed the the momentous problems wiich

Both the Anglican Church and

the cor

“of homage and cour-
The Archbishop said the
meeting could lead to a lessen-
the 500-year-old coolness

as one

A few months later, the Pope
and Queen Elizabeth I met as
and state. The

ning manlfestation of
friendly relations between the
Vatican and Britain.

and in previous editions said his
name did not appear on early
lists of popes because he died
before his coronation. It was the
practice in_the eighth century
not to consider a man pope un-
til_his coronation

The 191 yearbook dropped
Stephen II following a decision
by its editors to go by the cus-
tom of the time in_whici
lived—that his_pontificate had

never started because he had 19

not been crowned.

OF PEASANT STOCK

Pope John—who at 76 (he was
within a month of 77) was older
at the time of his election as
pontiff than any pope in 228
years—moved With an energy
that belied ‘bis age. (Clement

XXIII GAVE BLESSING IN ST. PETER'S

in 1892. Twelve years later—on
Aug. 10, 1904—he was ordained
a priest in Rome's Santa Maria
in Monte church. He eelebrated
his first mass_in rhp Great Ba-
silica of St. Peter

he auzlmmunm of the
young priest were immediately
obvious to his bishop, Msgr.
Radini - Tedeschi of Bergamo,

he and, Roncall became the  pre:

late's personal secretary in
He held this post. e the
bishop died in 1914
At Bergamo the future Pope
gained an early knowledze of
the administrative structure of
the Roman Catholic Church. He
also gained experience as a
teacher, giving a course in ee-
clesiastic history at the Bers
gamo  seminary.

pere his own church first before | ago also brought the last coun- | prior fo the meetings, observ-
pursuing the elusive goal of & | cil, which had proclaimed papal |ers nofed a change which was Fﬁ‘“‘;{';;"‘ I b Pontiff . | tween nations.” It was Blizabeth's second hl‘a®7a e e et terMe  History had been his pa
united Christianity. He plunged | infallibility, to an abrupt close. |extending even to satellite na-| poye”of the Council,” as Rom- ontiff receives |  The Pontiff, who had been meeting with a pope hut her oot ) and he started to indulge it
energetically into council plan- " Even after the Lateran Pacts |tions PR (s A et | studying English for a relatively | fet e a reigniny wmonarch and Ye2T i PR e e
three weeks of his short time, apologized for M heat ‘ot the Chursh of England, His dynamism seemed to be gom*yiio, 2 000 o0 Tl

ning and asked his bishops in | of 1929, no one put the new ac- Within i
every part of the globe to send |cord between the Vatican and | election as 21st Supreme Pon: mher t:: :?‘;.’fa‘:‘;;';:ml;‘; Gen. Eisenhower
idea Italy to the full test until Pope |tif, John broke a 372year-old |gono. Gt © 4 o FERTRR
And, finally, he opened the |John tradition by increasing the size .,, heal d.v,d,d Chrme“ﬂom
council in solemn grandeur Oct. = Following the papal election of the College of Cardinals to . i
11, 1962, with 2,500 prelates ar- of 1958,  Italians strolling the more than 70. e dat [“ F”:l The th ,{
rayed as a legion of white be- streets of Rome became some-| He called a consistory to cre.  (fle &P el ", \lr"
fore his  throne in St. Peter's what used to seeing twin police |ate 23 cardinals for a total of 74.  in o Ecd"f LY e
Bwllca | motorcycles clear the way for a A year later, after four card O e the §

tw onths the council |black Vatican limousine. Inside nals had died, he named eight| “"m" mf‘ el
(athers aored through their in- | would be the smiling while- jmore o give the college 1| ek M or

t, which lasted 18 years,
itial session, their words and |robed figure of Pope John—out member: in 1060 | from 1545 to 1563, It examinzd | continued,

pronunciation. But_ Bisenliower 1y 1951, when she was Princors & "ﬁ"'“ﬁtd“‘ his robust peasant oa)ji journeyed there as often as
He called on the world's leaq, COMralulated him and said bis  Elizabetn, she was recelved by background. i by i o Bk |
P“"*h*‘ on the world s lead. pronunciation was excellent. Pope Pius XIL In hoth in- The Roncallis had lived for archives of the Milan curia and
";”:: kel min o aeniaa it sesmiali i By stances she was accompanied centuries in the shadow of tHe the Ambrosiana library. This
ple did not ask for “those mon- _An unprecedented event oc. DY Prince Philip to the private Alps in Solto Tl monle.  north Cathlic institute then was pres
strous means of war discovered curred in the winter of 1950 mMeetings. alian village with a name sided over by Msgr. Actille
in our time, which can cause when Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, lh:-n CYCLICAL ;.“:;:‘."i“ Vg»"_."m“’."::;;m g:‘;lx,xv'vhn was to become Pope
c:‘:mfu:; mu;:ilghr:;as,acre and- univer- Ar;:bw:}:v: m]; ar;l:r ;mm il Poj h‘ sixth encyclical, Giuseppe was born in the old ~ Out of Roncalli's research
The Dmnle. asked instead, he conference at the Vatican, ‘“uu]hml' e zummr‘;‘ plisest fatonegHotsap ot diD S e llcame ?‘p first volume of a hiss
“peace in virtue in Never before had a primate of uf the shurck '"r: Sl L C R T

words in tions. San Carlo’ Borromeo nella Dio-

His third consistory

feelings attentively heeded by
Pope John.

More than once he added his
own voice from outside the |
council hall to remove an ob-
stacle, to simplify a procedure,
to speed things up—all the while |
Insisting on free expression for
the bishops.

The bishops hailed his pas-
toral spirt, Many of the 40 non-

C:tholic observers given front-
Tow seals in every council meet-

ing marvelled at the council

framework Pope John
uilt.

COUNCIL IMPACT GREAT

As the first stage of the coun-
cil drew to a close in December
1962, a host of profects still lay
untouched and tangible achiev
ments were minute. But Catho-
lic bishop and non-Catholic ob-
server alike agreed that far
more important was the spirit
and impact behind the mer
fact of the council itself.

By its very existence, even if

spanned the first great chasm
dividing Christianity.

Not since the Reformation had
representatives of the Roman
Catholic Church and of non-
Catholic churches met fogether
Wwith such goodwill at such high

level. A few days after the
ctouncil opened, the Pope re-
ecived non-Catholic observers in
a unique audience. He shunned
his throne. It stood empty on a
raised plattorm, Insiead, he sat
the same level as
the olhers ranged around him
In a circle. He pmmmd to|

the hour when alllthe

in the city to visit a jail or re-
| form school, enccurage an a<-d
‘mend e oty b ellg
bishop in a hospital.

If the cardinals were caught
by surprise by the Pope's an-
nouncement of an Ecumenical

Councll in January. 1960, !he)"

ust have been at lly
.\tarlleﬂ even eurller l( the
swiftness of his decisions.

PLEADED FOR PEACE

olic Church, Pope John deliv-
ered a radio plea for world

peace. He made so many further | b

appeals for peace that a Vati-
can functionary who kept track
said Pope John spoke out on
the subject moce often than his
predecessor, Pius XII, who was
knows as ‘“The Pope of Peace.”

Just before Easter 1063, the
Pope Issued an encyclical en-
titled “Pacem in Terris"
(Peace on Earth). Its broad ap-
peal for all basic human rights
|drew a response from govern-
| ments around the world and
from spokesmen of other

faiths.
The United States govern-
ment, which ad com:
mented on a papal pronoun
ment, called it an “historic en-
cyclical.”
The encyclical, divided into
| five parts, considered the rela- |
tions among men, their rights

and duties as citizens of the |was

state, the conduct of affairs

between nations, the world com-

| munityand pastoral advice lo

Roman Cath

| yAvpesting e dusarmament,
encyclical declared.

Cardinals raised |

to highest ever

created another seven cardinals
nd brought the total to an un-
precedented 85. He said he was |
keeping the names of three |
more cardinals, tin pectore” ~ |

The three were

Less than a day after he was | yapt
| chosen ruler of the Roman Cath-

Communist
where added difficulty might |
have followed elevation to the

e.
Pope_John returned the total |
1o 8 by naming another four |
cardinals later in 1960 to replace
yacanclet from deatt, A March,
1962, consistory made
candinals and put the collegs at
an all-time high of

AMFRICANS NAMED

John mnde cardinals of
P A Al A
bishaps Richard Cushing of Bos.
ton, John F. O'Hara o Philadel-
hia, Albert Gregory Meyer of
Chicago, Alolsius J. Muench of
Fargo,

'Hara and Muench died before
Pope John.

Amleto Giovannl Cardinal
Cicognani, who had been apos-
tolic delegate to the United |
States for a quarter century

Pope John's secretary of
state, his closest administrator.
With an awareness of the
growth of the half-billion-mems-
r Roman Catholic Church be.
yond Europe and the Americas,

| Pope John created the first Adri-

and condemned the beliefs of
Martin Luther and tightened the

which the human

JOHN WON RESPECT, ADMIRATION OF MILLIONS

family can  the Church of England visited a
live freely, flourish and prosper diality of the meeting. As ex-

e o g

0 e trgen wealihy nac
tions to help backward nations
to ease poverty and promote
lasting peace. This ald should
be sincere and disinterested to
avoid Imposition of a new colon-
dalism, he declare

“Probably the most difficult
problem of the modern world,”
sald Pope John, “concerns the
relationship between ~political
communities that are economi-
cally advanced and those in the
process of development

He called it “indispensable”
that technical and financial aid
be given by more advanced na-
tions to those in the developing
stage “in sincere political dis-
interestedness” to balance the
differences between excessive
production and miery and hun-
e

r
The encyclical ranged over
the broad spectrum of the
world's 20th century social prob-
lems and reaffirmed the
church’s attitude on them.

e Pope urged employers to
restrict profits and assure ade-
quate wages for workers. And
he sald nations now Mvv in
their grasp the means “to pre-
vent the recurrence of massive
unemployment. "

Pope John was the 262nd pon
tiff on the official list of sover-
eigns of the church when he was
elected, but later became the
261st. Here's why:

The official Vatican yearbook
for 191 dropped from the list
Pope Stephen 11, an eighth cen-
tury Roman priest who died two
days after his election
Footnotas in the new yearbook

Of the 12 Roncalli children he
was the fourth-born. But he was
the oldest of the boys, and the
apple of his father's eye

It was a warm father-son re-
lationship, and the Pope did not
forget it. On his election, he
said one reason he chose the
name of John was_that his faca-
er's name was Giovan Battista
(John Baptist) Roncalll

Life was hard for the Ron-
callis. Food often was scarce

Angelo Giuseppe, as the old-
est son, would have been a val-
uable asset on the farm. But he
ad a talent for study and a
thirst for knowledge. The ele-
mentary school was eight miles
away but through summer heat
and winter snowstorms he
walked every day.

His parents were devout Cath-
olics. Pope John, on the night of
his coronation, was to recall
how he had gone, as a boy of
7, to a religious meeting on the
shoulders of his father.

Entered seminary
at a tender 11

So just after his 11th h\r'hdav
when he asked fo enter a semi
nary, the future Pontifl's par-
ents agreed. Most farm boys
would have halted their school-
ing at that age, but the other
Roncallis decided to work
harder so that Angelo Giuseppe
could be spared.

He started his studies at the
Seminary of Bergamo. 3 city
few miles from Sotto 1 Moate, |

cesi di Bergamo [
apostolic visit of Saint Charleg
Borromeo in the diocese of Kere

Saint Charles Borromeo,
Archbishop of Milan and papal
Secretary of State to Pius V. in
the 16th century, became a fa:
vorite of Father Roncelli. and
when he was elected Pope, he

chose the saint's feast day—
Nov. 4—as the day of his coro-
nation

In World War 1 he served as
a chaplain in the Ttalian army
medical corps with the rank of
sergeant

SSIGNMENTS

ar over, he returned to
his province of Bergamo for a
three-year term on the faculty
of the seminary.

In 1921, he was summoned
from his home province to be.
gin a series of Vatican assign«
ments which were to bring him

praise from three popes.

First, Pops Benedict XV gave
him the task of reorganizing the
administrative machinery of the
Congregation for the Propaga
tion of the Faith which directs
the worldwide missionary activ-
ities of the Church

Pius XI, who succeeded Bene-
dict in 1922, sent young Roncalll
to many foreign missionary cen-
tres over the nmext four years,

In 1925, he was made a bishop
and transferred to the Vatican's
diplomatic service, in which he
remained for 28 years His first
post was as apostolic visitor te

(Continued on page 30)



