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In 1956 Parliament Sat
Nearly % Working Time

By JOHN E. BIRD
OTTAWA (CP)—The business of
pariiament in 1956 took up nearly
three - quarters of the working

ar. y
FThe government’s  legislative
program Was so heavy and
bates so long and controversial
that there were only 98 ‘‘working
days”'in the year when the Com-
mons was not in session.
parliament met twice in 1956,
sitting a total of 155 days, It will
meet again Jan. 8 for an antici-
pated short session preceding a
general election in “June,
APPROACHED RECORD

The regular session lasted 152
sittin7 days from Jan. 10 to Aug.
4, three days short of the 1803
record. The special session cov-
ered four days from Nov. 26 to 29
and was the shortest of its kind.
A series of controversial gov-
ernment measures, particularly a
pill to help filance a private com-
pany's $375,000,000 venture to pipe
Alberta natural gas to eastern

Canada, Wé ible for the
Jength of e .
The Progre: ‘Conservative

and CCF parties waged an un-
suc-essful - three-week procedural
pattie to block the pipeline legis-
Jation. They raised repeated points
of order after the government ap-
plied debate-limiting closure—for
the first time since 1932—to have
the legislation approved by a June
7 deadline,

‘There was near - riotous revplt
against the chair’s authority, with
echoes which continued for the
rest of the session. Speaker Rene
Beaudoin survived an unparalleled
opposition motion of censure, later
submitted his resignation under
opposition fire and finally with-
drew it at the request of Prime
Minister St. Laurent.

The pipeline legislation granted
a loan of up- to $80,000,000 to
Trans-Canada Pipe Lines Ltd. for
the prairie section of its Alberta-
Montreal line. It also established
a federal-Ontario crown corpora-
tion to build the $115,000,000 North-
ern Ontario section, which is to
be leased to Trans-Canada.
SPECIAL SESSION

The pipeline controversy ranked
fn drama with the debates at last

ada’s contribution, to the United
Nations emergency force in the
Middle 'East and to vote $1,000,
000 for Hungarian relief. It was
the first special session since 1950,
when Parliament was called to
deal with the railway strike and
vote funds for Canada’s Korean
contingent.

Early in the regular session, the
government needed 12 days to get
passage of a bill to authorize
loans to prairie farmers unable

packed marketing channels in the
fall of 1955,
The bill approved government
action begun in November, 1955,
to guarantee bank loans of up to
$1,500 at five-per-cent interest on
farm-stored grain. All three op-
position parties wanted the Cana-
dian wheat board to provide in-
terest-free cash advances.
The governmeént, by order-in-
il in October, extended the

legislation for another year, en-
abling farmers to obtain loans un-
til June 1, 1957.
There was no opposition to an-
other bill to pay a year's storage
charges on wheat carryovers in
excess of 178,000,000 bushels at
the Aug. 1 start of each crop
year. It meant a $32,000,000 pay-
ment for the 1955-56 year.
TRADE WITH RUSSIA
Parliament also approved Can-
ada’s first trade agreement with
Russia under which the Soviets
agreed to buy a minimum 44,000,-
000 bushels of wheat over a three-
year period. Canada put Russian
imports on the same tariff basis
as those from the- United States
and other countries having trade
agreements with country.
Finance Minister Harris' March
20 budget contained no tax relief
for the average Canadian. It snip-
ped a small $12,000,000 from gov-
ernment income by freeing a scat-
tering of special-use goods from
the 10-per-cent sales tax. It fore-
cast a peacetime record of $4,-
650,000,000 in spending and a $113,-
000,000 surplus for the year end-
next March 31,
e most controversial change
in the budget was a new excise
tax of 20 per cent on gross ad-
vertising revenues of special Ca-

month’s special session, called to
spprove  expenditures for Can-

nadian editions of foreign mag-
azine carrying Canadian

to market grain because of jam-|fields.

advertisements not appearing in
the magazine's domestic edition.
lnlsnboduhdtohhdbctln.
Newfedenltu—dnriupm?r

als to the provinces were
proved to become effective next
April 1. They provide for deduc-
tions of 10 per cent of the federal
' tax, nine

income
50 per cent of . succession duties
to cover provincial taxing in those

The also uncondi-
tional share-the-wealth equaliza-
tion ts to less - wealthy

Ppaymen;
zzovinm and stabilization guar-
tees for provincial revenues.

Ottawa’s commitment the
trans - Canada highway program
was raised from $150,000,000 to
$250,000,000. The 50-50 cost-sharing
arrangement with the provinces
was continued to the end of 1960,
and Ottawa agreed to pay 90 per
cent of the cost of sélected gaps
totalling 10 per cent of the road’s
mileage in each ce.
OTHER LEGISLATION

Other mew laws involved:

1. A change in the National
Housing Act to allow slum areas
cleared with federal help to be
sold for commercial and indus-
trial use, instead of being restric-
ted to low-rental housing or pub-
lic use.

2. Widening of federal control
over interest rates on small loans
to cover borrowings up to $3,500
instead of $500.

3. Federal payment of half of
the provincial unemployment re-
lief costs when unemployment in
a province exceeds .45 per cent
of its population.

4. Extension of unemployment
insurance to fishermen.

5. Equal wages for women do-

ing the same work as men in in-
dustries under federal labor juris-
diction.
I 6. Provision that applications
for leave to appeal death senten-
ces to the Supreme Court of Can-
ada must go before five judges,
instead of one.

7. Continuation for another two
years of the powers of the fed-
eral transport controller.

8. Extension to the end of 19568
of cost - aid subsidies to gold
mines.

By DAVID LANCASHIRE
CHANGCHUM, China (AP)—
The big Mongolian slumped back
in his eat, munched thoughtfully
on a roll of salaimi, and followed
Gina Lollobrigida on the movie
screen. He was bored.

The Nongolian was one of thou-
sande of Chinese who file into
movie houses from morning until
night. But they like action and not
women. Gina gets in the ‘way of
sword fighta.

Movie audiences here will watch
anything the management sees
fit to project onto the bedsheet
screen. They line up for hours to
do so. Just where the all day
crowds come from in a country
where unemployment fis sup-
posedly very small is hard to say.
They hold their money in one
hand and a bit of cold steamed
bread in the other—to sustain
them through the picture.
RUSSIANS RESPECTED

Down the street from my hotel
where the movie house and a life-
sized color portrait of Miss Lollo-
brigida, in glorious contrast to the
women in the street, in their
baggy boilersuits,

My interpreter booked two seats
—at 10 cents each—for the 7 p.m.
performance.

So had 1,100 other people, who
were storming the marrow door-
way and trampling the ticket col-
lector. My .interpreter shouted
“Soulien, Soulien,” which means
"Russian, Russian."

A path to the lobby was cleared
before you could say tovarish.
The fact that I am Canadian and
not Russian had nothing to do
with it.

“The places are reserved,” said
the interpreter as he crawled
down the aisle on his hands and
knees looking at the seat backs.

The screen was a cotton sheet
about eight feet square, tucked be-
tween two loudspeakers which sup-
plied the sound track and sundry
announcements.

“Sit down comrades, and be
sure you're in the right seat,” the

loudspeaker squawked. ‘‘The pic-
ture will begin soon.”
MAO COMES FIRST
Somewhere in the an
electric bell jangled, the lights
snapped out a Mao g

master of ceremonies.
It was a newsreel. Mao took
part in every event except a cere-
mony involving a model lathe
operator and the of .a
Russian publie g
The picture was
Movie. It was
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Movie Goers In Communist
China Like Plenty Of Action

Babbling furiously in Chinese, he
dispatched one opponent after an-
other. The applause mounted.
After eight reels of beating
around the bush, the Frenchman
mumbled a few tender words into
Gina's ear and kissed her. Th
silence was broken only by the
chewing of bread and spitting of
sunflower seeds.

Louis XV's last few words in
Chinese were drowned out by the
bell, and the audience stampeded
into the street. Within 30 seconds
the theatre was empty and the
new crowd was streaming in.

“A fine picture,” the inter-
preter sighed. ‘‘This exchange of
culture between our countries
brings us so much closer togehter.
ALL FOR EDUCATION

One of China’s two movie mak-
ing centres is in this ecity. The
studio is called a’ film  factory—
and it works on a five-year plan.

1 visited a set where a group
was shooting a dressed up propa-
ganda picture about the co-oper-
ative movement.

A 20-year-old actress named Pi
Lei-tung said:

“l earn 62 yuan (about $27) a
month. Of course, through bon-
uses and merit awards I can
make up to 142 yuan in months
when my work is good.

“I don't work for money, but

said. “Acting should be educa-
tional, a means of explaining life
to the peorle.

“Entertainment? That is im-
portant sometimes, but the pic-
ture must have a meaning or
making it would be a waste of
time."”

(Tomorrow—A visit with a gov-
ernment office worker)

Margate W. M. S.
Held Annual Meeting

The annual meeting of the W.
M. 8. was held at the home of Mrs.
Wilbur and Reggle Dennis. Mrs.
John Johnson wWas leader for the
Christmas program from the Mis-
sionary Monthly assisted by Mrs.
Ella Smith, Mrs, Keith Warren,
Mrs, Ralph Howard, Mrs. E. J.
Glydon, Mrs, Harold Woodside,
Mrs, P. Woodside and Mrs. Char-
les Dennis.

The Christmas Carols were sung
by Mrs. H. Mayhew and Mrs.
Arthur Profitt. A letter was read
Mrs. Glydon from Mrs. 8,
Thompson about the Presbyterial
to be held in Summerside Trinity
Church in January, also ecorres-
pondence about the vacancies in
the executive officers. A committee
was appointed to send in names.
Amurolmanh;urua:::n
Mrs, 8.H. Haslam In reply -

that had been extended to
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to contribute to the state,” she| B

Rennie's Road W. 1.
Held Annual Meeting

The annual meeting of the Ren-
nies Road Women's Institute was
held on Nov. 14th, at the school.
The president Mrs. G. Matheson
presided. Meeﬂn& opened with
Ode, followed by the Creed in uni-
son. Roll call was answered by
ten members. There was two visit-
ors present.

Minutes of last regular and last
annual meetings were read and
adopted- The president thanked all
who helped make the meetings a
success during the year.

It was decided to invite Hunt-
er River W.I members to a Soc-
ial at Mrs. J. Craswell's on Fri-
day evening, Nov. 28rd.

Committees gave their reports.

And new ones were appointed.
Lunch, Mrs. John Craswell, Mrs.
Thomas Jass, and Mrs, Gordon
Matheson. Roll call, Exchange of
Christmas gifts,. Program, Mrs.
James MacDonald. Place of Meet-
ing, School.
The following officers were ap-
pointed for the coming year: Pres-
ident, Mrs. Harry Smith, wvice-
president, Mrs. Gordon Matheson,
son, secretary- treasurer, Mrs.
Fred Smith, Auditors, Mrs. Don
Bulman, Mrs, J. Craswell.

Meeting closed with the Nation-
al Anthem, Lunch was served.

MEADOWBANK SCHOOL

Following is the report for the
month of November of Meadow
School

Grade 8. 1. Jean MacPhail 2.
Eleanor Hyde.

Grade 7. 1. Wendell Hyde 2.
Bryon Clow.

Grade 6. 1. Wilma Hyde 2. Shar-
on MacLean 3. David Yeo.
Grade 5. 1, Joanne MacFadyen
2. Lena Doiron 3. Junior Clow.
Grade 4. 1. Edward MacFad-

Grade 3. 1. Harvey Hyde 2.

Grade 3. 1. Millard Clow 3. Lor-
etta MacLean 3. Teddy Smith.
Grade 1. 1. Betty Yeo 2. Brian

Smith.
Highest average for senlor grad-
e 84 per cent.

es, Wendell
Highest average for junior
grades Millard Clow, 90 percent.

Teaches:

Roma Sherren.
HUNTER RIVER SCHOOL

The following is the report for
No ber:

vember:
Grade 10a. 1. Kathryn Bowman
2. Phyllis Craswell 3. June Ford.

Grade 10b. 1. Mary LeClair 2.
Kaye Burns 3. Albert Bernard.
Grade 8 1. George Boyle 2. Leo-
na Clow 3. Wayne MacMillan.

FURNITURE

~ An Exciting, New

OCCASIONAL GROUP

Sfeaturing

- Genuine Arborite Tops

These ultra smart, attractively priced tables heve genuine
Arborite tops that resist eigarette burns, mild acids, atkalis,
household solvents, alcohol, nail polish end bolling water,
And . . . they are extremely easy to keep elean. Normally
a dry cloth Is sufficient and only warm water and soap ere
necessary to restore their original lustre. Thrilling! Yes, you
can accent your whole living room just by spotting these
tables right. They are a fine addition . . . with more styling
than price.

Smart is the word----

Country Ville No. 903 Si Table. 2714 inch 16
24 inches h!ah.ugxnﬂy as illu:tntce(;. R

A *29.95 Value at the
Low Price of

18

EACH
One glance and you'll agree that

the price is unbelievably low.
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No. 904 Coffee Table. 30%

inches x 171 6
mum“eg. x 17% x 18 inches high. Exactly as

Auwvailable Colors--
Walnut. mahogany and ook with legs to mateh or
legs in gleaming black ebony.
THE ARBORITE TOP COMPLETELY
MATCHES THE WOOD

See Your Local Dealer
Listed ‘Below:
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R. T. HOLMAN

Summerside

CROCKETT & STOREY LTD.

Charlottettown Souris
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MODERN PLANNED KITCHENS LIMITED

TORONTO NEUSTADT




