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Maurice and Phil darted to one side
the door creaked and opered. A bar
of Iight ghone in from a lamp in the
corridor, and was followed by a
sturdy Cossack, who entered in a
#tealthy manner. His suspicions wera
wel] fourded, as he must have realized
4 moment later, for Platoff"s muscular
&livs fastecned on his throat, and he
1'” fressed bodily to the floor, un-
#le to utter a sound.

“The chloroform—-quick " whispered
nltvﬂ'

Maurice seized the
patform. and at his
it the suldier's face.
“Tkere, that will do,” said Platoff,
4id he laid his burden quietly down.
He turned to Maurice, his face white
#nd ghastly in the lamplignt. “1f

:MY discover us now, we will be ghot,”

rag from the
bidding held it

P« gasped. “Tear off vour clothes,
fick ! Deon't lose a second'! There
8 but one chance left to 'us. We

must try it.”

“What do vou mean 7" demanded
Maurice, \in bewilderment.

“Thig,"” whispered Platoff, ‘fiercely,
unconscious soldier.
“That ‘man is about vour size and
Weight. His uniform will fit you nice-
ly. The captain of the guard will
1é#s through yonder corridor in a few
rirutes. You must be there to re-
ceive him with this Cossack’s uniferm
and gun. Do you understand now ?”

CHAPTER XVIL
A DARING EXPLOIT.

Maurice attempted to speak, but the
Words stuck In his throat. He was
psitively stunned by the daring of
Patofi's plan. And yet what if it were |
possible to carry the ruse through ?
its supreme .audacity was really in its
favour,

“Did you jhear me ?” hissed Platoft,
frasping him roughly by the shoul-
ders, “ Nerve yourself, or all is lost!
Our only salvation lies with you.”

Y. wornda rovsed Mauriee from his
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Positively cured by these
Little Pills,
'Yfrnry @so relieve Distress from Dyspepsia,
- estion and Too Mearty Eating. A per-
3 v remedy for Dizziness, Nausea, Drowsi.
Piin in the Side, "ORPID LIVER. They
Regulate the Bowels. Purely Vegetable

Smal pjii, Small Doso.
S . Small Price.
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“They won't be inclined for merrv-
making a few hours from now if all
goes well,” thought Maurioe, with grim
satisfaction. Then his thoughts turn-
ed to Lora, and in trying to imagine
her joy on learning of his escape he
forgot the ordeal in store for him. That
unpleasant fact was brought to his
memeory with startling abruptness. In
the neighbouring corridor a rifle butt
was dropped heavily to the floor, voices
were heard in conversation, and then
a second or two later footsteps ape
proached.

Fired with a sudden inspiration,
Maurice decided to look danger in the
face. Pulling the visor of his cap over
his eyes, he wheeled round and paced
down the corridor with a slow, regu-
lar step. Years ago, before entering
college, he had spent two years at.a
military school, and the instructions
there received he now put into use.
The most rigid martinet could have
found no fault with his bearing as he
marched forward te meet the approach-
ing peril.

The lamp was behind him, so that
his face was in shadow, the effect he
had aimed to produce.

The footstens were mow close at
hend, and suddeily am officer turned

The lieutenant tosk a long pull at the
contents.

the angle, a young lieutenant with
dangling sword and a pair of eye-
glasses that gave him a fieree expres-
sion.

Maurice coolly saluted and dropped
ris rifle to the floor.

“ Everything right, is it 7 asked the
ofiicer, thickly, and Maurice noted
with some uneasiness that he had been
drinking.

“ Alrs well,” he responded, grufily,
though his voice trembled in spite of
his effort to control ft.

U'nder his glasses the lieutenant
stared fixedly, and with a sinking
heart Maurice returned the gaze, he-
lieving that his identity waeg suspecte
ed. The next word reassured him.

‘“Russo,” said the officer, * have vou
got a drop of vodka about you 7"

Maurice felt himself trembling like
a leaf, and then, hardly conscious of
what he was doing, he plunged his
hand into the pocket of his coat.
Something hard slid into his grasp,
and he drew out a small flask.

“Ah, vou sly dog,” exclaimed the
lieutenant, and seizing the flacsk hs
took a long pull at the contents and

hancded it back. Maurice mechanical-
ly restored it to his pocket, and
wken he looked up the lieutenant was
half-way up the corridor. A moment
later and he vanished around the
argle.

Overjoyed at his marvellous good
fortune, and hardly able to believe it
true, Maurice waited until the sentry

tarter'’s Littie Liver Iills.

in the next ecarvider bpad passed

stick close to me. Tre first thing is
to gain the west flank of the prison.”

Crawlirg on hands and Kknees, the
boys followed their guide through the
intense darkress. A faint glimmer of
light was presently seen, and a me-
ment later Platoff halted.

“ Where are we ?”’ asked Maurice.

“ Wait a little,” was the reply, “mn-
til I can pick a ‘crack through these
legs.”

He worked industriously with 'his
knife, making the dried mortar fly at
every stroke, and then aprlicd his -eye
te the orifice thus produced.

““Ah,” he muttered, *“ this is the
frcnt of the prison. It is snowing
f. st cutside, and the guards are stand-
ing around the fires. Everything is
in our favcur if only we are permitted
to have tim~» encugh.”

*“1 supposed this space opened on the
wourtyard,” said Maurice. “ Instead
-;\f that it seems to be hemmed in with

0zs.”’

“Den’t let that annoy you,” Teplied

Platoff. “The building is old., and
we will have no tiouble to break
through. I can loosen any one of
“the logs in five minutes. It is an

€asy matter now to get our bearings.”

They started off again, guided by
the wall of logs, and in a short time
the angle vas reached and turned.
Platoff led on for a dozen vards or
more hefore he came to a ston. ** This
is the place,” he said. * Don’'t be im-
Fatient, but sit quietly down.™

He drew his knife and commenced
work on the logs. As soon as a crack
Lhad been excavated large enough to
sgee through he stopped.

““This is the critical time,” he ob-
served, after taking a peep. “The
stockade Is onily rix feet distant, and
&t a certain interval, no doubt, a sen-
try passes tarough this narrow av-
erue. Nothing can safely be done un-
til he has gone his round of inspec-
tion. We may be delayed half an
bour, and perhaps not five minutes.”

Platoft became silent keeping his eyes
glued to the crack, and the boys wait-
ed in an anxious state of suspense that
was almost unendurable. They knew
that in less tham two hours at the very
furthest their-escape must be discover-
ed, and unless they were clear of the
prison at that time recapture was cer-
tain—and death by a rifle voliey. The
least noise overheard came to their
cars with alarming distinctness, and
with every passing footstep or clank of
arms they imagined that all was dis-
coverad. A sharp ‘“ Hist!” from Pla-
toff rurned their thoughts in another
direction.

“The sentry is €«oming,” he whisper-
ed. “ Don’t utter a sound.”

A faint tramp was audible from with-
out, and then a shadow passed slowly
by the chink in the logs. For nearly
five minutes Platoff neither moved nor
sroke. Thin he attack=2d the log before
him with tremendous energy, and the
mortar flew in all directions, covering
the boys with a ecating of powdered
lime.

“It's a good thing—this prison—was
buiit by—convict labour,” he muttered
at intervals as he plied his knife;
‘“ good for us—I mean.” A moment
later he tore the bayonet from the rifle
which Maurice had brought with him,
and after a few jabs with the farther-
reaching weapon announced that the
log was loose. He pried the bayonet in
one end while Maurice used the wedge
at the other extremity. Then working
in concert the log was gradually drawn
in, until Platoff was able to grasp and
lower it to the ground. The hole thus
made was a foot and a half high by six
feet. Outside was revealed the thick-~
ly falling snow and the gray outlines
of the palisade.

“The coast is clear,” said Platoff,
after a brief survey. ‘ The glare from
the fires is visible at each end of the
passage, but I don’'t think there is
much danger of being disturbed. I
don’t intend to run any risks, though;
so ybu two will remain inside till ail
fe ready.”

less than four feet. Bending down in
cilence, Platoff grasped the lad’s out-
stretched hands and drew him quick-
lv to the top. Phil instantly gained
the vacant place on the log, and in
less time tham it takes to tell he, too,
was safely on the summit of the stock-
ade.

“ Not a sound for your lives !” whie-
pered Platoff, and with a trembling
kand he pointed through the driving
snow to a wdark object twentv yards
distant.

“ The serfiry !"
back is turned.
gether and run.

he whispered. “ His
We must dron te-
Don’t lose sight of

(To be Continued.)

On holidaysin Eng-
land two parties of
men or boys will fre-
quently get hoid of
, opposite ends of a
rope and pull on
it, as a test of the
strength of the two
parties. They call it
the ‘‘tug of war.”
Many a hardworking man and woman in
each day’s toil, is pulling a ‘“‘tug of war”
with death for an antagonist. ;

They fail to take proper care of their
health. When they suffer from indigestion
or a slight bilious attack they “ wear it out.”
After a'while these disorders wear out the
reckless man or woman and the result is
consumption, malaria, rheumatism, or some
blood or skin disease. Dr. Pierce’s Com-
mon Sense Medical Adviser tells all about
these diseases. Itis free toall. Dr. Pierce’s
Golden Medical Discovery cures all the
maladies named. It cares the cause. It
makes the appetite hearty, the digestion
perfect, the liver active and the blood pure.
It is the great blood-maker, ﬂesh-l?uil.der
and nerve tonic. Don’t let a druggist im-
pose on you with a more profitable substi-
tute.

“1 had e-wery severe pain in the small of my
back, where my hiﬁs join on to my body, and it
hurt so that I thought I was going to come apart,”
writes Wm_ Z. Powers, Esq., of Erin Shades,
Henrico Co., Va. ‘' My doctor came and pro-
nounced it rheumatism. He gave me a prescrip-
tion, but 1 no better, but worse. I purchased
a bottle of Dr. Pierce's Golden Medica! Dis
from my draggist and commenced to use it.
began to improve at once and got well. Now I
am in perfect bealth,—no pain, no rheumatism.”

Nearly ewsrv disease known to doctors
and the tresmzn-nt i deseribed im Doctor
Pierce’s Comm.o: St Medical Adviser.
One thousand and eivht pages and over
three hundred illustr..ions. FREE. Send
thirty-one one-cent stamps. to cover cus-
toms and mailing onlv, to the World’s Dis-
pensary Medics! Association, No. 663 Main
Street, Buffale, N. Y., for paper - covered
copy. French ¢loth binding, fifty stamps.
This book is & weritable medical library
in one volume.

A, A McLEAN, Q. C.
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Money to roan.

Printing
in all its branches at the Exaxe
INER office, one f the best equip-
ped Job Printing Establishments
on P. E. Island.
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Are constructed in the most substan-
tial manner and after the most
approved patterns.

ARE STRICTLY UP TO DATE IN
EVERY PARTICULAR.

It will pay you to investigate the
good points of these ranges
before purchasing others.

1.LONDON, MONTREAL,
CO.,

TORONTO, WINNIPEG and
VANCOUVER. .
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The McClary Mfg.

If your focal dealer cannot supply, write our nearest house,
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Marine Insurance.

-

The British and Foreign Marine Ins. Co., of [Liverpool
England,

The Empress Marine, Ins., Co.,of London England.
"The General Marine Insurance Co., of Dresden.
Hulls,

The undersigned represents the above first-class Companies.

Cargos, Freights. carried at lowest rates. Sterling Certifica‘es issued.

FRED. W. HYNDMAN

Queen Street AGENT

200 Bicycles Wanted
To be stored (free of charge) for the winter, and cleaned
repaired, nickeled or enameled, thoroughly renewed, ready

for spring.
ENAMELING

We use the highest grade Enamel (black or colors) that
money can buy in New York, and dake it on in a manner that
the most fastidiovs cannot criticize, and the cost is the same
as others charge for ordinary paint, See sample at shop.

W P. DOULL, | Kent Sti gel.

TIMBE! TIME

a Good Time to Buy Watches NOW.

In spite of the advance in price at the Factory, I have
been able to bay,ani will sell a nice lot of usw Waicaes, a
the old ra‘e, the order having bzen given before the raise.

Call and see them ; also our new Rings.
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