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By Thornton
A DOORYARD CIRCUS

There is & way for one who wills,
And thus his destiny fulfills.
—Old Mother Nature

“Its a regular circus!” declared
Mother Brown. From a kitchen
window 3he and Tommy were
watching Striped Chipmunk doing
a tightrope act. Between two tall
stakes, some distance apart, 8
plece of fishline was stretched
tight several feet above the ground.

riped Chipmunk had climbed one
of these stakes, and now was walk-
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that peanut hé. won't do it by
instinct, he will have to think of '
a way to get It. Look at the rascal |
now!”

Mother Brown looked. “My land!
How can he do -that!" she ex-
claimed.

Striped Chipmunk was sitting
crosswise on that string. He was
balancing himself in a way thac‘
didn’t seem possible. ‘He had hold |

think. If Striped Chipmunk gets |
|

ing out on that fishline just as you
have seen acrobats walk & high
wire at & circus, Slowly, step by
step, Keeping his balance perfectly.
Striped Chipmunk moved out along
that string until he reached the
middle. There, tied to the line on
which he was walking, was another
string hanging down and to the end
of it was tied a peanut. S8triped Chip-
munk had tried to get that peanut
from. the ground, but it was out
of his reach even when he had
jumped for it. He had first made
sure that he couldn't get it from
below, now he was trying to get
it from above.

When he reached the place where
that piece of string was tied, he
stopped and looked down, He
couldn't possibly reach that peanut.
He couldn’t reach it even if he was
to hang head down holding with
his hind feet.

“I still think you played Striped
Chipmunk a mean trick,” sald
Mother Brown. “He has no more
chance of getting that peanut than
I have of flying.”

“Perhaps you're right,” declared
Farmer Brown's Boy. “I'll tell you
what, if he gives up I'll see to it
that he has plenty of peanuts to
take home, I have a feeling that
he is going to surprise us. Some
of these furred and feathered folks
are a lot smarter than we think
they are. Some folks think
they act only by instinct, and don't
really know why they do certain
things. I don't belleve that. They
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of the string on which he

just his hind feet. With his fore-
paws he was reaching down and
taking hold of the string from
which the peanut hung. He was
using his forepaws like hands.
Mother Brown and Tommy could
hardly believe thelr own eyes. Keep-
Ing his balance, somehow Striped
Chipmunk began to pull up that
peanut, paw over paw; Just as
you or I would pull up something
hand over hand. In a jiffy, he had
that peanut. He cut the string Lo
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which it was tleu, and then with
the peanut in his teeth, he made his
way back to the stake, climbed
down this, and scampered off home
with that nut, *

Mother Brown drew a long breath
“I don’t know,” saild she, “which
I think was most wonderful, the
way he kept his balance and pul-
led that peanut up or the fact that
he thought out the way of getting
that nut. What are you going to
do now, Tommy?"

“I'm going to hang some more
peanuts for him,” replied Tommy.

“It's a shame to make the poor
little fellow do that trick all over
again for every nut,” declared Mo-
ther Brown indignantly.

“I'm going to make some photo-
graphs of him doing it,” replied
Tommy. “If I should just tell folks
what he did they wouldn't believe
me., They wouldn't believe that a
Chipmunk could be smart enough
to think out a way to get thos2
peanuts, and they wouldn't believ>
that he could do it if he did think
of the way. When I have made the.
pictures, Striped Chipmunk shall
have a whole handful of peanuts
without having to work to get
them.”

By the time Farmer Brown's Boy
' had four or five peanuts suspend-
ed from that string, Striped Chip-
munk was back. He did the trick
over again. He did it twice. Then
he proved even smarter than Far-
mer Brown's Boy had thought he
was. He cut the string from which
a peanut was suspended without
going to the trouble of pulling up
the peanut. Ou course, the string
and the peanut fell to the ground.
He cut down the rest of them the
same way.

Did Striped Chipmunk think?
What do you think? He really did
think of everything.
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‘THE VIRTWUE OF
INVESTIGATION

When you, as the declarer, lack

ha+ | WO aces and it would be extrgmely
been walking, clinging to it wita |interesting for to know how they

lie, it is often possible to acquire
this intormation — or at least to
set up a working basis that will
give you the best “percentage.”
Consider the deal below.

South deales )
North-South vulnerable.

AKJIB4S
YKQS5
"o K62
& J10°
72 65
3”7 N yAL04
eit0s |W E| 2
n S »853
HABCS #Q072
AAQ100
9863
O AQT
SK43
The bidding: °
South West North East
14 Pass 34 Pass
‘0 Pass Pass  Pass

West made his natural opening,
the diamond jack, and declarer won
with the ace. Trumps were drawn
in two rounds, and declarer then
cashed his other diamond tricks,
ending in dummy. He then led the
club jack and, when East played
low, went into a long but fruitless
huddle over whether to let the jack
ride or to put up the king. With
nothing to go by, he finally guessed
in favor of the king play, and that
was his finish. West took the trick
with the ace and shifted to the
seven of hearts. East captured
dummy's queen and returned a
heart, and declarer ended up losing
two heart tricks and two clubs.

In such a case as this it is a
very good idea to try to locate one
of the missing aces, and, having
done so, to play the other opponen®
for the other ace, on the theory
that when the opponents have not
bid, the best assumption is that
each holds one ace rather than
that both aces lie in one hand.
Manifestly, South should have tried
to locate the heart ace first, becausz
the heart position did not involve
any guess — if the ace was right,
good, and if {t was wrong there
was nothing declarer could do

about it. Once declarer found that
the heart ace was held by East,
it would have been only logical to

play West for the ace of clubs, and
to let the club Jjack ride for
finesse against the queen.

TEA

(LIWAYS at flavour peak!

C-CAREFUL, DEAR...
C-CAREFUL.,

Y OH STOP WORRYING...
IM JUST FINE, h

MAM. -7 pSETT-(~ Wi
R THEELLA PLAYIN' TH PIANO?R-)

YO' HAS SOME MIGHTY 4
IMPAWTINT FRIENDS,
HOS

WHY ARE WE GOING

THIS WAY, DEAR...
LON'T ENGLRWOOD

AVENUE BE THE

UH... T THO'T YoUu
MIGHT LIKE A LITTLE
EXTRA COUNTRY AIR
JusT A LITTLE,

THING HLS HAPPENZD MR.
WIRBY, YOU SEE, THERE'S THIS
(|GIRL, AND MY SON PETER, WHO
[#20RES HER BUT MY FRIENDS
THINK SHE CHEATS AT CARDS,
AND THERE'S HER UNCLE,

BUT I DID WANT | OF MR,
MANY

THERE S NOT ROOM

FOR THE NEXT PLANE,
MR SERGEANTY,

~' WELL SOON KNOW.
e S N S o

w PILOT'

NOT MR. KIRBY f \ T CANNOT ASPIRE TO THE EMINENCE|
HAVE BEEN HIS ASSOCIATE FOR
ABSENCE, HE HAS EZPOWERED

ME TO ASSIST WHERE POSSIBLE,
THE DECISION MUST BE

KIRBY, NATURALLY, BUT I
YEARS. IN HIS TEMPORARY

YOURS..s

T DO NEED ASSISTANCE
IMMEDIATELY, MR, DESMOND,
AND SOMEHOW I FEEL
INSTINCTIVELY THAT T
CAN TRUST YOU.. WILL
YOU HELP MET

THAT, MRS, VAN EDGE,
WILL BE MY
PLEASURE!

4

M SORRY, KING-THE PLANES LOADED ?,
MIEE NINTER PAID HER FARE
YESTERDAY /.

VA MOUNTIE'S 60IN' WITH HIM...5O DON'T TRY 70 i
SHOOT “TAILWIND " DOWN LINLESS THERE ARE
PLENTY OF CLOWDS TO HIDE YOU.. OUR GADGET
W /N BLEAK MOUNTAIN LAKE WILL KRECK HIM P

By Carl Anderson

- T T

You ARE ABOUT TO
MEET A STRANGER
WITH A SHAGGY COAT

cAno-gon —

=

3RINGING UP

FATHER

MR. SIMPKING, MACS DISCOVERED
A GEY! , AND THE PARK

——

E NORED
-HE'S NAMED IT
‘OLD SIMPKING *
Z

MAC SAYS. ' BECAUSE TS |

FULL OF HOT AIR'AND

ALWAYS SPOUTING
OFF !

By George McManus

HE HASN'T BEEN

1931, King Pootures Sradients, I, World 1ighn sservod

TPPY ANI_?__'_‘EI:XP" STUBS

SEEN HERE IN WEEKS * T'M
FLAHOOLIGAN |\ AFRAID THE POOR
LATELY ? GUY MUST BE

HE's PROBABLY LAID
UP IN A HOSPITAL SOME -
, WHERE/ T WISH T
KNEW WHICH ONE - 0,
1 COULD GO AND
SEE HIM -

JGGS-1 JUST PAID A VISIT
TO YOUR OLD FRIEND
FLAROOLIGAN =

a/
THAT'S
GOOD NEWS!
T WAS
WORRIED
ABOL i

HE'S NOT
N THE
HOSPITAL - =

WRITIN' A ¥ FINISH T

;"v\'

LETTERZ/ LATER! GO

YOU CAN

THAT'LL FETCH
HIM 1Y

DOTTY DRIPPLE

WHY GO TO THBE
GAME, HORACE,

™M OFF TO
THE FOOTBALL
GAME, POTTY/

WHEN YOU CAN

LISTEN TO IT ON

LEAVE |
T T

Napoleon and Uncle Elby
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THE SHARP KNIVES ! BUT THIS FAN
CUTS THE BOLONEY JUST FINE )/

PENNY

|1 PrOMISED UNCLE ELBY NOT TO USE

[BUT HE'S JUST TOO SELF
CONSCIOUS TO SAY SO,

HE'S AN UTTER DREAM AUNT
ELLEN AND | KNOW HE'S
SIMPLY WILD ABROUT ME,

WHEN A BOY, WITHOUT, THE
LEAST SLIGHTEST ENCOURAGE-
MENT PASSES BY A GIRL AND

YELLS, “TURN GREEN I—--

(

WHAT ELSE CAN SHE
POSSIBL\/)THINK ?




