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— ~ TILLAGE. ¢ My dear Obeidah.’
!':I‘IS folly mlthe'extrelﬂe 1o ulI” Thy mother S RMuE.” X
- xtensive fields, and till them ill; e e A exiyie s
#1455 The farmer, ple’ased, may boast aloud, SREE o «T have never deserved this,’ cned Caled, shrinking

.1 . His bushels sown, his'acres ploughed ;
‘¢ And, pleased, indulge the cheering hope
- That time will bring a plenteons crop;
.. Shrewd common sense sits laughing by—
- For when maturing seasons smile,
Thin sheaves shall disappoint his toil:
Advised, this empty pride e
Tull LirreE, and thu#ilt&c 2
Of taxing, fencing, t

0 “ 1
Vieat geinnd requiigh ol thain poor’ planted foot and flashing eye of his fierce opponent. ; A
And more one fertile acre yields At this instant the signal of Amrou-once more assem-|onl . ) eried Obeidah, fiercely and aloud.,
3 a astonishment of all, he| i is falde, v 5

"L'han the huge breadth of barren fields. -

NEAT BE YOUR FARMS; ’tis long confessed
The neatest farmer is the best:

Each bog and marsh, industrious drain,
Nor let vile balks deform the plain;

No bushes on your headland grow,

For briars a sloven’s culture show.

Neat be your barns, your houses neat,
Your doors be clean, your court-yards sweet,,
No moss the sheltering roof enshroud,

No wooden panes the window cloud,

No filthy kennels foully flow,

Nor weeds with rankling poison grow;
But shades expand and fruit-trees bloom,
And flowering shrubs exhale perfume ;
With pales your garden circle round,
Defend, enrich, and clean the ground;
Prize high the pleasing, useful rood,

And fill' with vegetables good.

CALED AND OBEIDAH > OR THE SCHOOLMASTER OF MEDINA. and crouched to the side of him who had just scourged

In the third year “of the Calif Ali, the son of Abu
Taleb, Amrou, of Medina, dismissed his pupils to their
play, beneath a shady palm-tree, near the sacred mosque
which contained the tomb of the prophet. The young
boys went forth joyfully to freedom, and the long-beard-
ed sage, himself unobserved, overlooked their sports
from a neighbouring seat. TFor a time the fiery little
Arabs amused thetselves in peace, and the philosopher
smiled as he listened to their artless remarks, and sigh-
ed as he remembered the days that were gone. Ile was
reputed the wisest and the best Mussulman within the
walls of the city, and it was asserted that his benevolence
equalled his wisdom. = Everybody loved the good Amrou;
and the few children committed to his care, among the
illiterate and warlike Saracens of that remote age, were
expected, not only to attain knowledge enough to inter-
pret the koran, and to cure diseases, but to read human
destiny in the sky, that lay ever brilliant and burning
over the sandy plains of Arabia.

While the children were at play, a spider, which had
accidentally crawled upon their path, attracted the at-
tention of Hassan.

¢ Look,’ said the lad, ¢ what a vile insect.
not live another moment !” :

¢ Stay thy foot, Hassan !’ cried the eager Obeidah, ¢ do
not destroy it. Stay thy foot!’

¢ Nay---take thy hand from my shoulder, good Obei-
dah,’ replied Hassan. ‘See the grim wretch is gliding

“away into the grass. T will kill him! I swear it! Take
off thy hand! Obeidah———--’

I have heard a story of the spider,” continued the
other, ‘which makes me love him.’

¢ By the beard of the great apostle himself!” ex¢laim-
ed the now angry Hassan, ‘I tell thee I will crush this
poisonous wretch! Let gomyarm! What care I for
thy tales? Thou art a girl to pity a spider, and be mel-
ted by stories !’ : :

And he attempted to reach the poor insect with a fa-
rious stamp, but Obeidah caught him yet more power-
fully, and said, in a determined tone,

¢ Hassan, before thou proceedest to provoke me by
again striving to do what I swear, by Allah, thou shalt
not do ! hear my reason.’

And while Hassan looked up fiercely, too much asto-
nished for the moment to disobey, the rest of the young
auditors drew round in a circle, some to hear the story,
and some to enjoy the battle.

¢The reason why thou shalt not kill the creature,’
said Obeidah, ¢ is this; I had heard my grandfather say,
that he was one of the emissaries of the koreish, who,
when the great apostle of God was driven from Mececa,
hunted him like a beast, and thought to take his life.
The prophet had hidden in a cavern in the neighbour-
hood of the city, and the koreish had everywhere sought
him with eager revenge till they came to the mouth of
his cave. They were about to explore it, when one
observing a pigeon’s nest and a spider’s web across the
entrance, declared them sufficient evidence that no one
' could be within, and as they were in haste, called off the
pursuers to another quarter.  God’s vicar on earth was

thus shielded from their cimeters. Since that time my
grandsire became a believer, and has taught me never
to destroy eithier a pigeon or a spider.’
¢Fool!" vociferated Hassan,‘l mind thee and thy
grandsire alike, and neither more than the wind. T will
kill the thing if it be but to spite thee.’

He tore himself from the grasp of his opponent, and
sought his victim, but it had very judiciously seized the
opportunity to withdraw, leaving the end of Obeidah’s
story to others more interested.

¢ Coward and slave!” cried Obeidah in a fury, ¢ I will
tear out thine eyes—I will dash out thy teeth.

And the two combatants flew at each other with all the
ferocity of hate and passion. While they were fighting,
Amrou, their master, came among them, and, after sepa-
rating them, proceeded to inflict on each a severe punish-
ment. He then harangued them on their wicked dis-
position to quarrel, and promised them the same penalty,
in case the offence were repeated.

Long before the day had declined, and while the boys
were once more dismissed to their afternoon sports
bgneath the palm, Obeidah entangled himselfin a new
difficulty. Caled, a youth of great persong) beauty, and
of a thoughtful demeanour, had stolen away from his
- companions to a quiet spot, where, quite alone, he seem-
ed lost in his own reflections. Obeidah, still smarting
under the blows he had received in the morning, and
believing the severe Amrou to be out of sight and
hearing, took painsto follow the vnoffending Caled, and
maliciously tried every possible endeavour to break his
solitude, and to distarb his thoughts.

He shall

still he was pursued by Obeidah.

« Why dost thou delight in breaking my repose 7’ de-
manded Caled. *Inever injured thee, or ifI have, it

was unconsciously, and I pray thy forgiveness.’

¢ follow thee, because I despise thee,’ cried Obeidah,

sternly. .
¢ What have T done to merit thy contempt ?’

¢Everything that a man would not do.
coward and a woman.’

¢Then I will depart from thee.
¢*If thou dost, I will follow.
when the tyrant Amrou disgraced me with a scourge

Why didst thon dare to smile to see me under the lash

-.--me, the superior of thee and thine ?
¢ Obeidah ;s

and weeping:

Thy vucle Hamza fought azainst the prophet, till fear|!
made him crouch at the feet of him

thee retract thy wicked words,’

ing yet farther against' the wall from the clenched first,

bled his little charge, and to the
ordered the timid Caled to undergo the same punishment
for refusing to combat, as had been previously inflicted
on the others for having fought. :

ally to grow more haughty and fearless of consequences,
now stepped forward boldly, and said--

and thou shalt no longer be my master !

I ¢all upon my companions to break thy sceptre, and

; Caled yielded the
place, and removed to. one in an opposite direction, but

Thou art a

I saw thee smile to-day,

¢ hou comest of a race of cowards and recreants.
he had injured.{

¢ But that our master, Amrou, forbids it, 1 would m_ake
said Caled, but shrink-}

~Obeidah, who since the morning had seemed gradu-

¢Oh, Amrou, I brand thee with caprice and injustice,

¢ How, insolent boy 7’

¢1 repeat my words. Thou artno longer my master ;

his mates. The weeping Caled, alone, shrank back,

him.

At this instant, surrounded by many chiefs of the
tribes and companions of the prophet, clothed in a light
gown, with a coarse turban on his head, the Calif Ali,
attracted by the noise, on"his return from prayer at the
mosque, entered the apartment.

«How ! cried the venerable sovereign ; ¢ What riot is
this? ‘Must the very prayers of the faithful be disturb-
ed by the brawling of boys! What is thecause of this?
No one ¢ould look on the majestic Ali without fear,
and awe. He was next the prophet in the reverence of
the Saracens. He had been, even at the age of fourteen,
the first proselyte of I[slamism, the firmest supporter, and
most confidential friend of Mahomet himself. Seated,
at length, on thé throne of Arabia, (for it was not till
twenty-four years after the death of the prophet that he
was invested with the regal and sacerdotal office,)
though in his manners and dress he exhibited  the pri-
mitive simplicity of his people, he was rash, intrepid, and
fiery----a despot over the minds as well as the bodies of
his subjects. - While he exercised over their domestic
affairs the personal jurisdiction of a father, he punished
with the summary power of a monarch, and sometimes
ofa tyrant. The boys, astounded by.the angry looks of
their calif, stood around him mute, trembling, and pale ;
and the dusky complexion of Amrou himself, if reliance
be placed on subsequent report, exhibited a fainter shade
beneath the folds of his turban. -

The calif repeated his question in a sterner tone, and
Amrou, bending oft times low at the monarch’s feet, was
about to attempt an explanation, and had proceeded as
far as ¢ Oh, invincible, inexpressible calif, sword of God,
vicegerent ofthe holy apostle—’ when the calif cut bimn
short :—

¢ Stay, thon trembling slave! I will none of thy ex-
cuses and falsehoods! It is such as thou that weaken
our armies by keeping our sons at home, and teaching
them to talk instead of to fight; breaking down their
fiery spirits with idle learning. OFf what oppression has
he been guilty ? speak, my brave rebels, and you lofty
youth at their head. Tell me, boy, what tyranny in' thy
pedagogue has raised you into this childish war? If he
hath trampled on your infant rights, by Allah! his head
shall rell for it, and that ere we stir a foot.
Jessly——what has he done ?”
¢ He has oppressed us,” said the revengeful Obeidah.
< T did but seek to save a spider, becaunse that insect, at
the cave of Mecca, rescued the life of the true prophet
from the hands of the koreish!”
¢ Ay ? continued the calif, stroking his beard, and
casting a fierce glance upon the crouching Amrou.
¢ I would have saved it at the hazard of my life, and1
fought like a lion ; but the tyrant striped me for break-
ing the peace of his school _ .
< Hosein,’ said Ali, ¢ thy duty !’
A swarthy slave, at the significant sign of his master’s
finger, stepped forward and seized his victim. The
fatal bowstring was produced in an instant. Amrou, re-
covering his courage and dignity in proportion as his
danger drew more inevitable, stood high and stern, even
as the calif himself.
¢ Companion  of the prophet !’ he said, in a firm voice,
¢the near sight of death for a moment appalled me;
but the weakness has passed. Ere thou reach the palace,
I shall be before God and his company, with his prophet,
to proclaim thy injustice.’ ;
¢ Go,” said Ali, and a moment more would have €on-
summated the deed, when Caled, triumphing in the. de-
struction of his master, cried out,

¢ He merits, O mighty calif, a double death : for while
he lashed Obeidah for battling with Hassan, he caprici-
ously scourged me, because I refused to couflict with
Obeidah.’

¢ What! the same penalty for exactly contrary actions?
Thou art either worse or better than I believed,’ said Ali.
¢My curiosity is excited. Canst thou defeund thyself,
Amrou?

¢Ifthou wilt permit me,” cried the Arabian teacher of
youth.

¢ Proceed,’ said the calif.

¢ Know, then, O immortal son of Abu Taleb! that
the government of children, like that of nations,
requires wisdom profound, and is often apparently un-
just, and inconsisteat. = We are obliged to. examine
deeply into each disposition, and to discover their res-
pective relations to future events. I confessI have pu-
nished one of my children for not committing an action,
for the commission of which I punished another ; and I
shall, therefore, be charged by the thoughtless with pas-
sion and caprice.  Ofboth I am innocent; and so far
from having yielded, in either case, to my own private
feelings, that 1 can assare yon I eqnally recoil from
them both. Caled and Obeidah, O calif! the two youths
who have spoken in accusation against me, are the two
most conspicuous characters in my school. Obeidah is
in heart a rebel and a despot. He possesses natural
qualities in a most eminent degree which, as he emer-
ges from his little school, and eaters upon the world;
would prove notonly misery and ruin to himself, but
disturbance and danger to his family, friends, and coun-
try. His courage is not only of a kind to lead him into
war, and render him a gallant soldier and a faithful
subject, but his overbearing nature demands submission
in all cases.  Right or wrong, from all persons, friends
or enemies, old or young, his inferiors, his equals, or his
superiors, all alike must bend to the despotism of Obeidah,
This is the grand feature of his character, which alone

«Thy father is a traitor.’

has been in my hands utierly unmanageable.

\

qualities are
as to require :
 knowledge 1s also |
but his domineering arrogance.

and destroy it,

has proved ; f

detecting the silent of . i
them, and _foreseeing the escape of his master and his
)

enewed punishment, stamRed his :
(l)lg:llr t[;)e ﬁogr, and dashed his clenched fist in fury

against his forehead.

beautiful boy stood timidly shrinki
ner.—* There is Caled; _
those trembling knees, you read his character.

hurl thee from thy throne. Every inhabitant of Medina | coward. : 7 svenoes. no
will pronounce a!ainst thee. . from all intercourse Ymh M nHeHr:‘l‘e;sonot as
: = ; ) 3 ises acainst no oppression. ;
With these words he started up, and was joined by all | insult.  He rises ag pi Py o I

ced to resort to different measures.
seizes each occasion of

youth T have striven to i
io the acts and feelings of a man and a soldier.
these two boys grown to maturity, O calif, and taken

into thy employ, ¢
vizier, and Obeidah thy chief.

in breaking down the nataral
both might win thy coufidence,

serve it.
would betray thee.

Speak fear-|'

His other (8™

<o feeble, and moreover, s’o'vgell ,b’f_‘ﬂ““’;d.,r’
no attention from me. His avidity :; ell
so more than suﬁiclent. HB has I‘IO au
To repress, shame,

has been my sole endeavour in my treat-

How justly I

or his revengeful and audacious heart has
the sight of the venerable instructor of his
=3

nent of him.

felt no pity at e S S Rich trie BiFan 10115 b ucin
Y i he same spirit which tri- |y p "Edward Fletcher, 1sq., Louls uue
outh on the brm!{ of ruin. = = N o, momast iehardson, Eag:
ﬂmphs over me will one day. unless checked, defy even | terman, Esq., Bl o 980

hee on thy throne, as thou hast seen it to-day beard me

Awmrou looked at the calif, who smiled;. a.nd Obeidah,
interchange of opinion between

foot passion ately

¢ But where is Caled 7 cried the calif.
$ ‘n ! resumed Amrou, as the slender and
rloiuer g ng in the farthest cor-

and

Heis a

A feminine refinement causes him to recoil

1n educating
hat devolved upon me by the
conseqently, I have been for-
The bully, who
conflict, I always restrain and
while this faint-hearted
by promises and threats
N Were

much soul as a woman.
task exactly opposite tot
charge of Obeidah ; and,

punish for his brutal feroeity ;
urge on

Caled would cunningly become thy
They are both without
virtue, and both gifted with genius. Unless I succeed
vices of their character,
and neither would de-
Obeidah would rebel against thee——Cal.ed |
The one would attack thee with

¢ Allah acbar !---God is good !" said the calif.

¢ Thou art free, Amrou, and to reward thy wisdom
and compensate thy fright, I decree thee each year a |l
parse of gold. Hereafter I will guide my subjects, and :
leave thee to thy scholars. We are both in the station
for which heaven designed us’ 22

Thus saying, the son of Abu Taleb departed ;and it is
believed, on authentic testimony, that the string, inten- !
ded for the neck of Amrou, found more appropriate em-

persons. - The second effect of the Life Medicin
ployment on the backs of the pale Caled and the foam-|ihe kidneys and the bladder, and by this:
the lungs, the healthful action of which enti

ing Obeidah. A

* * # * ® ®

Ten years had rolled away over the conquests of the
Saracens, and witnessed the rapid rise of that remote
band of Arabians to the dignity and power of a mighty
nation. Already, inthe large stars that kindled over
Mecca, had “the astrologers read the dazzling career
of their armies and their philosophers, predicting to
those fervid sons of the desert splended victories in re-
mote climes and over remote nations----dominion over
Persia, Syria, Egypt, Africa, Europe, and perhaps the
mastery of the whole globe.

Their bright -career, however, was not without sha-
dows; and Aliheard with surprise, though without fear,
that a powerful Arabian chief, escaped from Medina to

Mecca, and thence to Bassora, had erected the standard | cessful—so much so, that in the Fever and Ague

of revolt and usurped the government of Irak or Assy-|ans almost universally preseribe them.

ria. Ayesha, the widow of the prophet, who hated
the family of Abu Taleb, accompanied their flight and

The calif Ali metthem beneath the wall of Bassora. |t
Ayesha, who had chosen ier host amid the dangers of
the field, urged on the troops of the rebels. It is repor-
ted, that, of the faithful slaves who held the bridle of
her camel, seventy in succession were killed or woun-
ded, and her cage or litter ¢ was stuck with javelins and
darts, like the quills of a porcupine.” At length her
soldiers gave way belore the tremendous cry of the
calif, ¢ Allah acbar! God is victorious!” and the field
of the triumphant Ali was occupied by no enemies ex-
cept the captives and the slain.  The widow of Maho-
met was treated with tenderness and dismissed with
honour, but death was doomed for the commander of
the traitors. He was dragged, fierce, foaming, and
stained with dust and bleod, before the conqueror’s
throne ; and, in the desperate chieftain of Medina, the
monarch recoonised Obeidah, the yet unforgotten pupil
of Amrou. Thesame Hosein who had then stepped to
the side of the pedagogue, now stood before the youth.
In one moment, the fatal string was at his throat, and
the next a clod-like and senseless trank was flang to the
dogs, and a ghastly head dripped over the most public
gate of Bassora. This victory 1s styled by the Moslem
historians the ¢ day of Camel.’ ;

Many sanguninary contests ensued, in which the son
of Abu Taleb displayed the dignified superiority of a
warrior and a statesman., But the disobedience of his
soldiers ofien wrested from his grasp the advantages of
his triumphs; till one day, in the mosque at Cufa, a sin-
gle form, kneeling to present a petition, was suffered to
approach him in a moment of privacy and solitude

“Thou art Caled,’ cried Ali, placing his hand upon his ci-
meter, partly with an involuntary recollection of the pre-
diction of Amrou, and partly moved by a dark expres-
sion in the countenance of his companion. But the
action was too late.. Age had stiffened his arm. Be-
!'an: the blade had left its scabbard, the pale Caled had
inflicted a mortal wound. The assassin would have es-
caped, but for an accident which summoned the at-
tendants.

¢ We will torture him,” said one of the calif’s sons,
“for an eternity I’

i No, no!” cried the expiring monarch, still benevolent
in death, ‘no torture. Itis useless. It is unworthy.
Let him die, but at once, and by a single stroke.’

He was obeyed. The terror of the existence of Caled
ceased in an instant. His head was thrown to the rab-
ble at the gate. Ali breathed his last at the same mo-
ment ; and Moawiyah, the son of Abu Sophian, reigned
in his stead.

The gnod calif was hnnoqrcd with a tomb, a temple,
and a city, the ruins of which, to this day, attract the
feet of pilgrims across the burning desert. Y

: Incentous Derence.—A soldier on trial for habitual
runke.nness was addre.ssed by the president,-~Prisoner,
yon heard the prosecution for habitual drankenness ----
. < Seziih
what have you to say in your defence? ¢ Nothing,
please your hounour, but habitual thirst!’ %

Our frail l'mdies are tottering habitations ; every beat
of the heartis a rap at the door, to tell us of our dan-
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nent dangers.
who examine the human bowels afler death :

the regularity of the urinary organs.
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