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DEBATES

OF THE

" HOUSEOF &

MEETIKG OF THE LEGISLATURE,

Weongsoar, Foiruary 15th, 1<7!.—At 3 community, f

o'clock, P. M., th. Licutecans Governor wase |
rlecsed to eommand 17 ¢ attendanee of the

Bar of the Council Chamber. Aeccordingly
the Members appeared before Mis Honor ;|

e Bt

ths Assembly Room to choose (Leir Speaker, |
84 when,

8
{'3\_
P

* the fior. John Yeo was appointed Speaker. |

hin, the Speaker clect, with the House, thes ‘

-
' went up to the
* Honor, W. 0. F. Rosivson was pleased to
' open the Firet Session of the Twenty-fourth

SPEECIH :

_ | President, and Ionoralls Gewtiemen of |
,.*""_ Legislative Council .
; ker, and Gentlemen of the Hoube o
- "\I.’/:

ords me groat satisfaction to inngge

offic:al interoourve with the Repre.
ve I’rareches of the Legie'ature of P
d. I am glad (o bave nn opportonity
D you o soon after my arrivel, srd
j8 o2rasion to solicit at your hands

]

wish of the highly responsible duties
 tho Queen | as boen graciously pleased
\ to my care.
ne opportunity of making myeel! ae
d with loea' wants and circumstances,
hope that my advice end assistance
in some moasure. subservient to the
vod, and. while congratulating you
e8sing prosperity of the Colony,
d by the Statietios and Returns
be eommunicated to you during |
.- of the Scasion, [ trust yoof

after you may be uhlo’tg 1 W0k
inisiration as >e-period during |
desire of those entrusted with
ublio affairs.
J«-unn of nssisting at the
$he General [xbibition, which
i Dharlottetown shortly after my
d with the importance of
ppetition amongst thoes an-
isl pursuits, [ was glad to
f that eerly opportanity of ex
the staple products of the
mach ativek with she
¥ and ress which the
. We bave no little caus~
the protection vouchsafed
b} past year; an abumdant
ed public Leaith, general
o poaso, ars biessmze for
e, ko too earvestly thagkfal,
® gr¢daty to acknow!ndge with
i 274 Gumble zratitude. A
[

@ tlemen of ‘3¢ House
e baen oare fally prepae-
pitted o yom, socom-

i 4ppe 2nnug! sccounts. You

yeure, that an improve-
aiha Revcave last

o over £400%. 20d [ am eon-
: il provide for ike require-

year with such liberality
y of all dspartmoats of tie

the |

nment fully to main-

rf;blc Genblemen of
n of the House of

1 important subjeots will
onz them you wili
n the Seoratary of Siate,
Majosty from sho Leg
bjeot of the Faem
Houss, and s'so a
am imstcuct:d o
or legal suthority
arms from P. E
uire, aud of
», ’e::donn-;n.
prohibitory in
4 to Custom
i N‘ of Augaes, with
praosice of 2d-
veasols Lo entry
Y, bave ®iace bsen

>

o Her Majesty's
nistration, avd
the Seoretary
.d the restric-
Local Govera

made to-
. nsw Public
WV, which, it is ex-
seapation i Sep-
dation

the eeverai
J facilitate the
ndnlo:d‘

ords, to |
shouid b.§

the trial

f rthe
sions of

‘ | shrough
| §eter io
u f ic

bave
som-

Cours |

for the enlargement of the Asylum, in order| The question, on the amendment,

| Sewion may result in legisiation satistaetory

Members of the 'lonse of Assembly at the having returned to their s-ate, His Honor's |
ned, after the veial formalit es, retarned o b
On motion of the llon. J. C. Pope, second- seconded hy Hon. B. Davies Mr. Wil

#d by lon. F. Precken, Attorney General,: McLoan was appointed Assistant Clork.

Couneil Chamber, ahen Hiy | *:conded
| Thomas

! the Heuse.

General Acsembly of this Island, with "“‘illon. Mr. Howlsn, Denni: O M. Reddin, |

seoorded by Hon. Mr. Perry, M-, Angus |

\

oy the iTin. Atiorney Gene:al, shat Meewrs, |
Tawne Ogentum, Robert Gordon and William |
M. Hewe, b appointed Reporters to the
Souse.

secopdisd O
e of “*Jsaac Ogenham '’ ba struck out of

- . g Hon, Mr. Pepe’s mation, and that of ** Bew
! | > l”.‘;":r“m:m'nppur""l;hm; jimia Dad.istn ' be inseried in liea there Committes on Joarusla—Han, Mr. Perry ;
eaonot hops to eequit myself ns I -  itanams. See. Sheliates

d.vided w3 lotlows 1 —

tulibook,
Hooper, MeMitlan, MoLean—7,

:%'tho people wae the chief | refuived in the offirmative. *

| vight and preper to aonounce to Mr. Speaker
{u:d she lHove that, after the lnst
i Election, the Government had remigz.ed, and
Hie Horor the Administrator had command- |
sd him to form n new G vernment, which
wae accordingly done.
ienant Governov's
comprise the Hen, J. O. Pope, President of
the Uorneil ; Hon. T H. Haviland, Oolonial
Secretary ; Hon, F. Brecken, Attorney Gene-
ral; Hon. Andrew A.MoDoanld, Hon. George
W. Howlan, Hon. L. €, Owen, Hon. John
Yeo, Hon, Emanael Mckachen, Hoo. James
Doncan.

pointed ;

anawer to the Speech of His Honor the
Lientenant Governcr—Messrs, Robertson, A,
C McDoaald, Arsenault, Reiliy, Beor, Mun-
ro, LaFutgy,

C. NcDoostd, Hon
T8 [ \ir. MeNeiil,

&o —~ Mseers.

for the use of the House

# :Noill, that all ualer the word “ Resolved ¥
be struck cut, and the following substituted,
+y'hat & Committes of three persons bs ap-
pointed to raport on the best mo.ine of pro-
viding Siationery for the vse of the Mambers
of the idouse, fur the present Session *; and
eaid that he felt 18 1o bo his duty to oppose

provide Stat opery uices the system propos-

Before the l.tter plan wae adopted, £180, or
more had b :ens.ont during a sinzie Seasion.
for Stationsry for the use of the Members of
the Houss, There was, therafore, & necesmity
for amendment; and, during the last two
Sessions, the sum of three pouads was allow-
ed 1o each Member for Siationery.
system lately adypted .ud veen found to
work well. :

dignity of that hon. House 10 allow eaeh |
Member & sum of £3 to procnre his Station
ery.
bo’Busted in shat tr.fling mpatter, and, there.
fore, was & reflection om their honcr
members were not £t to be trusted, why wo'e
they retarncd by the people to this House ? | ernment, secorded by Hon. Mr. Howlan, it
Some hon,members use very little Staiionery,
while others use n moderat: q antity; bat a
suffioient allowunce should be provided.

'.\dopud Inst Session, tor 1t was muoh re-|
iv- | quired.
cue, and the means of & considerable eaving
of the public money.
pounds was quite sufficicnt to purchase all
the Staticre'y required by cach member

$..‘

- oy —— S

that it may be rendered commensurate to tho then put, the Uouse divided aes follows :
present requirements of the Colony.

views on t

be questions which will probably | MoMillan—T7.

oecupy your chief attention on thie oesasion, Navs—Hons, Perry,

Attorney General, Howlan, Pope,

sideration. [t is my sincere deeire thas D. Davies. Keily; Mesars. Reilly, Moar,

cordia! reiations may be cscablished between

vour Hon Huses and myself, and that tho-F“‘" Richards, J, A.

| MeDonald, Muaro,

| q

o yourselves, and beuoficlal to the whole ,Amn‘““'"”' .
The question being then put on the origi-

'nal motion, i was carried in the uffima-

(ive,

Ordered, that Ilous. Perry, Owen, and B.

! Davies do sompose said Committee.

Robertson,

Hon. Members of the House of Aseembly

Speech was again read from the Chair, after

wiich the House proceeded to busincss,
’ o y: " On motion of Hon. Mr. Pope, re -onded by

on. Mr. Howlan,
R-solved, That the Assistant Colonial

Oa motion of Hon. J. C. Pope, looobd.din
y Hon G.W. Howlan, John MeNeill, Eeq., |
was re-appotnted Clerk of the Houre.

being | By it all petitions for monay

| Yras—Hons. B Davies, Wightman Call-|
Having now communieated to you my bock . Messrs. MeNeill, Hooper, MeLean, | o knowing the fate of their respeotive ap- '
! 1 ‘

: tives, could easily obtain all info
F A&SEMB[“ 0 Ll longer doin you o i on| e vorean, [snquicy of the members of the €
Le- | The decision on any applicatiou,
MeDonald, A. C.
Beer,

wn,

';te l';bnAithd He‘ Loader of the Government said it was

|0 a onucus of & majority of hon. members, | not in the power of that House in Commitiee

(and there decided. That wae the action of tol!:iv the ::me: h;f the _}I:’ !::b::“::

jority of A bly; and | question to withdrawn

the majority of the House of Assembly; aembon b5 Colmi‘“:;;h. i

I plieati itioners neir representa-  Hon. Mr. Wightman sa n ouse

g ¥ ons o all in rml:ﬁon, by 'of Commons pecuniary interests 1n any case

jovernmeut. ' would exclude Members from voting, and he

was tho re-  presumed the Hon. Members referred
leult of the mction of the majority of the some peeuniary iuterest in the decision of that
ly that ot members of 'guestion.

{ :'{1:“;;“3:::':?‘ ;:ro.b‘{eﬂi:n had been raised | Hon, Mr. Howlan contended that the Hon.
by the lass House, Usnder the former system Members referred to cou'd have no pecuniary
mombers had, in numerous instances of in- interest in any decigion that the Committee

‘ portant p-hli'c works, to save from their might arrive at, touching the case under con-

' wnnual grants until funds sufficient wuqrr-;ndmnuon.

ks of great publio im- t

’“.-et‘:n:: ?o:nﬂo‘::q::rm:’o if wm:quenoa of | a very different queition to that set forth in

55?. time their cobstruction requiced, [ron:t‘cg petition aliuded to by the Hon. Mr,

' funds, the decay of portions ecom- Wightman, ; y

';l:: d‘.’f,,::;e::-d the ex{wndltnu incurrod? Hon. Atterne Geqen! md.tbn it now de-
utterly useless, [ volved on thﬁ ouse in (,ommnl:ee to give ex-

| e 3 | pression to their opinions on the case as set

Hon Mr Davizs —The previous system, Rts o Shadi fowm wil S

—— e =

On motion of [Hon. Attorney General,

{ Secretary do forthwith appear as the Bar of | o 0" Cpioh members desirous of carrying
| the House, with the writ of Klection for the /oy iieylar grant, could secure & majority |

0n motion of Hon. Mr. Howlan, seeonded ' otber dooumeuts relating to the eaid l'u-’

o Mlis Horor the Epeaker having suitab'y by Hon, L. €. Owen, Nicholas Conroy, E-q., turn |
ackuowledged. tho high honor conferred on | W APpointed Sergeant-at arme.

| Committee on Expiring Laws—llons, At-|
’wrmy Genera!, Kelly, B Dav.es, ;

Commitiee on Private Bills— Hone Kelly |
Artorney General, Perry; Meosre. l‘ol!ly,’
| MeNeill,
On motion of Hon. Mr. Owen, seconded by |

On motion of Hon, Astorney General,
by Hon. Mr Wightman, Rev
Duncan was appeinted Chaplain o |

Library Committee~—Hons. Attorney Cza- |

| aral, Owen, B. Davies; Messrs., A, C. Mac- !

Esq., was appointed Law Clerk to wne House !

| Donsld, Ruborteon.
On motion of Hon Attorney General,, |

[cKinvon was appointed Messenger. — Hone, Owen, Perry; Meesrs. Richards,
| LaFurgy Ueer.

Morod by the Hon. J. C. Popa, seeorded |
The Assistant Colonial Secretary appear-
! ad at the Bar of the Houee, and deliverca the
| Weit of Eeétion for the Fourth Electoral
| D riet of Prince Connty, with Returns, &o,
dos, B Duviea moved in “M“d-'h'-lt‘-ornchu- Howatt, &-q, wok the usual
Mr. W. 5 McoNeill, that the | cuths, and his seat as & Member of the
House for said Distr.ct,

Ona motion of Hon. J. C. Pope seconded
by Hon. Mr. Perry, Mr. A. McNeill was
appointed Summary Reporter.

The queation heing put, the [House theng

-

& r the mpendment—TIlons, B, Davies,

Wightman; Messrs. MeNeul, | On motion of Hon. Mr. Pope, seconded by |

Mr MeFBachen, it was Rasolved. ghac the
Postage un all letters and printed Piwpers,
;70 Mombars ot the

againet it—Ho e, Pope, Howlan, Owen, | toth Foreign and 1o

Attorney Genersl, Donoan, Kelly, D Davies, :'I#gm'bn\irf'ﬁ» charged to the Contingent
MiSachern, Porry: M llobmn..,"-cu-|
ro, Deer, .\ma-l',:'mivd-.

| d, J. L Donald, ieF Uiy, !
hat 1 have no earncster w -":gt'::{__'__n: - cadhac

Account of the House,

A. O Mae-|

On motion of Hon. Mr Popa, seconded by
(the Hon. Attorney Genera’, Resolved, That
the Assistant Colonial Secretary do jorthwith
The main motion being thea put, it was appear at the Bar of the Heuss, with the
| Writ of Eleetion for the First Eleetoral Die
triot «f Queer e C.unty, and the Returss,
Poll Doeks and other documcnts,

flon. B. Davigs protested agsinst the
action of the Governmens in reference to the
return of the Members for the First Eieotoral
District of Queen s County, He wan of the
opinion that the Gov raiment acted unconsti-
tetionally in preventing the Members dec ared

Hon. J. C, Pers anid that he deemed it but
ral

e Honor the Lieu- |
s hle adviesrs now

seate in the House at the opening of th»
Session. Ae those two Mambers had not be-n
allowed to take their seats the Mouse wes
not legally cooetituted; and, therefore, all
ite subsequent actione were illezal. Thas
was riot the time to bring in those E cotion
roturns ; they should have been brought in
in the morning, and the Members elected
should have taken their seate and after that
a protest could have besn made agsinst their
retarn.

Hon, Atroryer GeNeRaL thought that the
remarks which feil from the bhon. member
for Belfagt, had come with liarly bad
grace from him. He (Hon. Attorney Gene-
ral) did not at prescnt intend to dircuss the
legsl merits of the case, for it wouid be time
enough to do se when the Returns are before
the House. After the Iate Klection, the late
Government, of which the hon member was
Colonial Seeretary, summoned their su,port-
ers, who had just been slected, to a caucus
Now. Sir, whom did he summon from the
firs¢ District of Queen's County? Was it
his new found friend, Mr. Laira? No, Sir,
ic wae Mr, Cameron who was eummoucd to
that Usucue. [f the bon. member then be
lieved Mr. Camenon daly eleeted, why did
he now trifle with the privileges of the
House in putting formard Mr. Laird? I
the latter was duly eoleoted, how did he dare
to surdmon o

The foliowiag Committess wers then ap-

Crmmittee to prepare Draft Address in

Committee on Public Aecounts—Mr. A.
D. Davies, Mr. Beer
Hon. Mr. Perry, Mr. Mclaan, Mr. Richards,

Committee on good Corraspendance—1ns.
Howlan, Owen, Wightman, B. Dayies;
Messrs, Richarde, J. A MeoDonald.

Committes to examine Bills to be engroses-d,
funro Roberison, Arsenaalt,
Mclensn ; Hon BMr, Calibeok,

Hoo. Mr, Porry moved scconded by Hon,
Yr, MeBEachen, that 8 Cemmittes of three
Members be appointed to ide Stationer ;
ring the Session.

Hon. B, Davies .o ved, seconded by Mr. r. Cameron to the Caucus, and

rejsot Mr. Laicd? The hon. member 's of

Laird elected ror the First Distries, Q .een s
County ; he (Hon. Attorney General) wes of
a different opinion, and would be responsible |
for it. One of the candidates certuinly bad
& large majority ; and that was Mr. Sinclair; ‘
but the Returns heing one and the ssme, |
thet Hon. Member was preveatea from taking ¢
his seat at the o.mmencement of the Seasion.
The Gover:ment could ot be secused of
trimming on the matter; for, us {ar as he
wag aware, neither Mr. Cameron nor Mr,
{Lmrd wa; & supp rier of the Governm ut.

Mr. Perry's motion, un the grouud that it
requr:d & mach darger sum of movey to

*d, than under the one ndopted last Seesmion

Hon, Leansx or 10& GovesxMENT saié that
the debate was premature. The oaly propsr
time to discwes the matter would he whem the
Returns were fairly before the Mouse. The
Government wou!d bring the matter down,
tand discuss it on its own merits, in an im-
Hon J. ©, Pora thought it beneath !holpani.l manner.

The Aseistant Colonisl Secretary sppeared
in the Bar, and delivered the writ and Re-
| turne of the Election for the Firss Blectoral
| Digtrict of Queen's County,

©Oa motion of the Hon, Leader of the Gov-

The

Itimplied that hon. members could not

If the

was
Resolved. That she House will, to-morrow

resolve itself into & Committes of the whole,
to tuke into consileration the Return to the

liam 10 rth Eleetoral Diatrict of Prines County, |
!and the return thereto. the Poll Books and |

‘A..bom oot »

to be elected by the Shenff, (rom taking their |

opinion thas the High Sheriff declared Mr. | be swora, and the usual course in such cases

.'

in their favor, by promis ng toluspnrt applic |
cations which otherwisve the House were
anxious to have carriad, had been sondemned |
by both parties. As a member of the Gov- |
ernment, be could only say, that the return |
to that system woald be & great relief to any '
Government, but the ehange was not desir- |

ablo as & matter of public poliey. !
Hon.

Mr. McEacusy, having boen a!
Member of the House eeveral years since,had |
had experience of both systems, and his|
opinion, bused upon that experience, was de- |
oidedly in favor of the present one.

Hon. Mr. Wigarvax —While the minori- |

Committee on standing Nlules and Ordere ty were excladed from the Government | whether Mr. Laird could or éould not retain
| Caucus, at whieh petitions weres decided on, |

8 return to the previous system would be|
found mora satisfaetory to the people. He |
fels 1t his duty to bring the matter before |
the notice of the Comthittee, in consequence |
of the puinerous ovaplsints of the prenn!’
mods, which he had received trom his con- |
atitnenta. |

Hon. Mr, Duxcay believed that the con- |
stituonte of the hon. member from Murray |
Harbor had no cause tor complaint against
the log-rolling system, and his memory did !

ot enuble him to recall any instanos of that | Prove dangerous to the.i-d
Howeoc, aba might be used to deprive the peo-

bon. member, whon in the Government, or'
msjority, having ealled members of oppgs#sition

Baid o - 11 she
Government ie *5 ponsible for the
finana: adition of the aruniry, t-e power
should be vested in them. During the last
four years, all petitions for money had been
broughktdown to the House ; and a reversion
to the former system would n-cessitate the
abolition of the Board of Works.

Mr. Howarr —The hon. mambsr has
| stated that petitioners could apply to wem-
i be:e of the Government on tye subjeet of
! their applications, huot what would that privi-

»

ly decided? Hi own consi.tuents felt that
it should Le their right to sand their pegitions |
| to their representatives, an1 had maturally telr |
that these roprosentatives were withous influ- |
{ence. He had sever approved of the presant

evotem, althongh he had had a seas in the!
ilouse when 18 had been introduced. Ro‘er- |
ence had been made to the Board of Worke.
| He would am\, bow did the present aystem
{work? The Gov rnment first say what
| amount should ba granted, and the Board of
Works then dacided whero it should be ex

Fendod. At present all power was taken
rom the representatives of the paople.

Hon. the Speaker in the Chair,

Hon. the Leader of the Govornmert as a
member of Her Majesty’s Execative (Govern-
ment, appeared at the Bar of the Houas, nnd
by command of ITis Hosor the Lisutensnt
Governor, begged leave 1o submit copies o!l
the following papers, v:z | !

lst. Letter ot D. Lairl, Feq., dated 21st
December, 1870, tendering resignation of seat
in the House of Aseambly ; second, Meuasrs,
Davies and Callbeck's wotifying sawme to
Licntenant Governor, dated 25th December
1870 ; third, Opini-n of Crowu Law Oficers
on abova auhject, dated 23rd Dee., 1570, and
| Letter of Private Sacretary to D. Laird, Evq., |
| in reply to his Leiter of the 21a Dee., 1870,
{ whiet, be.ng raceivid and read, wore ordered
| to lie upon the table. House resolved itselt
mto & Committee of Privileges and Elzc-
tiona,

Hon. Mr. Perey in the Chair.

Hon. the Lgapkr » Tuk GavEanwrxY was
Iof opinion shat the documents con the table
i should first be read, whes, if it should be
,deemed advisable, and a resvlution to that
effsot agreed to, the Committes could then

adopted. On motion,

the Chairman then read the documents. |
To be Continued.

Legislative Sl;nmary.

Fawar, Feb, 17.
PATITIONS,

Hon, Mr McEachern Presented a petition
‘rom W. W. Sullivan, Esq, aguainst the Re-
turn of the Hon. b'. K-lly and H. Bser, Esqs.,
as Menibeis for the Third Electoral Distriet
of Queen’s Couniy—eaid petition sets forth
thas owing 1o certsin irregularities, omission,
und illegal sets of Presiding officers and Poll
olerks iu the anid District, the Election was
remdered illegal, and that therefore a uew writ
for an Election of two Members in said Dis-
trics should be issued ; and slso, that the pe-
titioner—W. W. Sullivan, Esq.—be heard at
the Bur of the House iu support of aaid peti-
| tior.

House ‘n Committe on

PRTITI NS AND RLECTIONS,

Hon, Mr. Perry in the chair,
Hon, Leader of the Government procecded
to review the Special Return mede by the

Mr. McNmuL bad ipsisted on the plan| Writ of Klection for the First District of
Queen's County, for the purpose of ascertain-
1ug the reasons why two Members have not
bern returned, to represent &aid District in
this House of Assembly; and that the sa'd
Writ of Election, with the Retarn, the Poll
Books, and all the pspers now before this

He considered that system s good |

The sum of three

during the Seesion, and he would, thetefore, [House, relating shereto, be referred to the

{his own S:atousry, appeared to bim & ver
of the ®mell uflarr, and, atter all, would not be the
{3 that | meaus of a saviug of more thun ten pounds.

aitors. 5'1'.“ Il n. Mr. Howwrax bad examined 4e Ro-

1o that
| than thosc of

i

[ Stationery.
" ““f:. ! Session,

|

|

not | the guantity of Stationsry would be limited
the 1o u woderate supply.

g funds 'the people in retuss. N

oppose going Lack to the old systewm, ;s‘id Comumiitee,

Hous: adjo.rned till
WeIrow,

Hon. Mr. Prery said that to limit each |
hon, member 10 three pounde to purohuo;

——

Teuvrsvar Morxwe, 16th Fab., 1871

mittca appointed on Scanding Orders, sub-
miited the repert, which, being comantted,
was

Yuiegq gontaning the ex
Sﬂlio:, durin gl
the

pendiiure for each
28t four years, and found
nees of last Seesion were greater
uny preceding it. It is refleot- |
ing ou the House of Assembly, to say that
bon, members cannot be trusted with a litile
Under tle system adopied last
vhere was but litile stationery used,
and even the Reporters had to purchase for
themselves what they required. He thought |
that the adoption of such & plan was'
derogatory to the dignity of the House of
Aesewbly, 1 a Committee were appointed,

Graots, by the Executive, was read, when

becames of their Petitions.
ilouee bad no control iv the matter.

If hon. members system had been in opera ion eight
could not trust themssives with a listle | and bud been worked by both of the
Statiomery, they wete z0t m#a trustod byl

ug

$

-

2 ""'«‘&"'

FUUR COPY

to wtihous discassion, unti! the |
Order rolative to the 1nitiation of Money |if aliowed to withdraw from the investigation |

|

Hon Mr, WicnTu 1y stated that the system
had pat given eamsfaction to the people in
various parts of the country, who had, in|
numerous instanoes, expressed a desire that |
the old system shou'd be restored, uuder
which the llous: would, at least, know what
At present the

Hon. Mr. Duscax said that the present| might present
eare, . the retura of
itical
parties in the lsland, without Members hav-
hitherto intimated swy objcetions to i

Bheriff setting forth the facts and circomstan-
{ ces connected with the Klection of the First
) Electoral Dutriet of Queen's County,

| Before entering upen the consideration of
! the question, it #ould be vell for Hon. Meme
Iben to say if they desired to send for those
officers, whose informal proceeding led to the
difficulsies which had arisen, touching that

!lbﬂ(lld have been called on to take their seats,

‘detorm.‘ne upon all questions affecting its own

tives.

and privilege by acy body or person wevdia

lege avail, if the matter had been previous. | Repreventatives of the First Kloctora:

| District of Qneen's County,

| said Writ, and for ascertaining the reason why

fore them. He (Mr. Attorney General) be-
lieved and was fully convinced in his own
mind that the Sherifs officers had taken the
onthe as prescribed by law, though they w-'
glected or omitted to subscribe their names lo:
the document,

Hon. B. Davies said that the coursa taken
by the Government. or Crown Law Officers,
in keeping back the Sheriff’s Return, wasa
direct violation of the House, He was of
opinion that the Sheriff should have returned
Messre. Sinelair and Cameron, they huving &
majority of votes, but as that Officer had re-
turned Mes¢rs. Sinclair and Laird, the latter

leaving it to the Houre afterwards to decide

his place, He (Hm. B. Duvies) then sub-
miited the following Resolution, which, he
said, more fully expressed his sentiments : —

Whereas, it has long sinee been esiablished
as the wndoubted and sole right and privilege
of the Iouse of Assembly, to examine into and

members, o1 in eny wise relating to the lega..
lity or illegality of their returus as-Represvia

And whereas, the infringement of sueh right

of the

{ ple of ome of their direct and mest valued pri-
vileges, thas of beiug represented in Parlia-
ment.

And whereas, it appears from the records
of the Court of the High Sheriff for Queen’s
County and the Beturn of the said SheniT, that
after having held an Eicotion, in the First
Electoral Dssrict of Quesn s County, the said
Shenifl did, s by law divected, proclaim Pe-
ter Sinclair and David Laird 23 hawing the
majority of votes to be duly elected members,
to serve in the Lower Huse of the said Gen-
eral Amembly of the Is'and—and did afier-
wards Retarn—rhat they had boen elacted as

subjects, the House of Assembly of Prince

your satisfaction at the inanguration of
your official iutercourse with us; and we

the discharge of those responsible duties

which Her Majesty has beeu pleased to en-
trust to

that
h?po‘ n Mwl.n“

e At
| Wight Jallbe
‘ u'.‘n. McNeill, McMillsn, Hooper.—8.

The sa:d rosolution was then reported ag-

reed to, ¢
| Hon. Mr, Perry, Chairman of the Com-|
! mittee of the whoic: House on Privileges and | party,
then took occasion to remark on | fused to comply with
to hud | the subject under convideration, and defended dealt with on first
the course adopt-d by the Crown Law Officers
!and the Government touching the proceeding, @ ' ;
|10 question. He al-o jnsﬁﬁ:d the High Sherifs :;::;. b: ::.l‘.;-“ ln.:-lmd
| a8 having dischargzed bis duty impastially by ' Dell, at the es tbe last session, i

the returrs made by him. That oﬂiocr’; l-if'ﬂ'mlxﬂm into tho mode by which hg
iuid, had been for some years a member of | thomoterys office of the solouywas

| Bleetions,

that House, and was universally acknowledged

achable. W. McGill, Esq, High Sheriff,

aving appeared at the Buar of the House,
declared the Hon. Peter Sinclair and Dona'd
Cameron, Esq duly elected as Members to
| represest the fist district of Queen's County,

House adjourned.

Satcanay, Feb. 18th.
After the reading of the Journats, the House

| was adjourned uutil Monday next, st 10

o'clock.
Moxpay, February 20,
Aftor the disposal of several iti
the following was submntted by Dr Robert-
son :—
DRAFT ADDRESS,

To His Ioner Wi 1AM FrANCIS CLEAVER
RoBINSON, Lsquire, Lieutenant Governor
and Commander. inl_.'hirf, &e., &c , &e.

Mayx 1t PLeASE YOoUR HONOR;

We, Her Mnjesty's dutiful and loyal

Edward Islaad, thank you for the Speech
with which you have opened the present
Session of the Legislature.

We also thank you for the expression of

will be happy to co operate with you in

our caro.

We fully appreciate the desire you

for the.public good and sincerely
the period of your
‘¢ remembered among
Rt

:::M ¥
most perot.
history of 5‘:"\ olony.
We ure pieased to notio the deep in-
terest you take in tho g-'--u.-qx ——a
Industrial pursuits of the lony, &s mani-
fested by your attendane at the General
Exhibitton hed in Jharlottetown in
October last; and we #ill at ail times be
most happy to rende’ every assistance to
your Honor for the development of those
rasources.
We have grest cause to be thankful for
the protectiop vouchsafed to us during the
year,—an abundant harvest, general
contentment. peace and health. are b'ess-
irgs forwhich we feel continually thankful,
and which we acknowledge sincerely and
humbly.

And whereas, it further appears, that the
Crewn Law Officers did advise ine Lieutenant
Gover ior, that no legal Return had been made
by the said Sheriff, and in accordance with
that opiwion, the said Peter Sinclair and
) vid Lu+ird have not been sammoned to take
their se:ts in the present House of Assembly.

Therefore Resolved, as the opinion of this
Committee, that the authority vested in the
Administrator of the Government, by the Co-
loniul Statutes, and the Common Law, is pure-
Iy ministerial and not judical, and gives him
w0 power Or right to determine the legality cr
valitity ot any Returns made 'zth riff.
of mombers to aerve iw stiv XXV or m-
uly, or of what shou!d constitute a vacancy in
thers seats of its members, that being the sole
privilege of the House itself, and that the re-
{usal to swear 1, and the exclusion from their
seats, of the two Members returned by the
Shenff, as eleoted to serve in the Huse for
the F rst Electora! District of Queen’s County
is in direct violation of one of the most sacred
and valuable of the privileges of the House.

Resolved, further, that in order to assert
and maintain the undoubted right and privi-
lege of the Hoase, this Committee 18 of opi-
nion that the said Peter Sinclair and David
Laird being the members returned by the said
Sheriff, should be immediately summoned to
take their oaths and tbeir seuts as the Repre
sentatives of the said First Electoral District |

should afterwnrds proceed to determine the
validity or invalidity of their election 1 the
proper comstitutional way.

Af er some remarks by Hon D. Davies and
Hon. H. J. Callbeck, the Hen. Leader of the
Govermnent moved the following resolution :

** The Committee of the whole House on Pri-
vileges and Elections —having under consider-
ation the Return of the Sheriff of %ueen'n County
to the Writ of Election for the First Electoral
District of Queen’s County, for the purpose of
considering the epeeial matters contaived in the

two members bave not been returned to repre-
eent #aid District in this Heuse of Assewbly, find
that on referring to the Return which is attach-
ed to the Writ, the Bheriff therein expressly de-
clares his intention to return the special facte
aud circummstances covnected with the said Elec-
tion for the said District. so that the proceed-
ings had thereunder. and bis sard Return, might
be hereafter dealt with in such manner as might
be deemed necessary., The reason asmigned by
the 8henff for returning these special facts and
circumstances is, that certain of the Presiding
Officers and Poll Clerks, at some of the Polling:
digisions in the said District, neglected to comply
with the requirements of the Election Laws, in
conscquence of their aot wmaking and subseribing
the official uffidavits required by Statute, He
then sots forth, thut at all the Polling-divisions
held in the said District the respective candid
ates, viz : Hon Peter Sinclair, D Laird, Eesq..
and I, Cameroa, Esq, bad the following nam-
ber of votes, that is to say, Peter Sinclair, 1,258;
D. Laird, 821; Donald Cameron, 897. That by
a reference to the Poll Books reforred to, it
appears that all the Presidicg Officers and Poll
Clerks were duly sworn, 08 required by Law,
either by a Justice of the Peace or Freebolders
both presiously to and after the close of the Poll,
but thst the smd Returning Officers, in some of
the Polling Divisions, merely tailed to subseribe
their nawmes to the affidavits 8o by them made :
Kesolved therefore, That as their appears to
bare been a tair and substantial Election held in
nn; b‘!i‘nt Electoral Distriet of Gueen's Coucty
aud that no injury or could ibly be
done to any slector oi‘t.l:.‘:id Distric! ".t.by,lhe
said Returning apd Pol Clerks not
having signed their mames to the affidavits made

Election. He (Hlon. Mr. Pope) did not cone
sider i? necessary to have the officers alluded

ten o'clock to-|to called as Witnesses, the books and pa-|*d ‘Wiection a lazge mojonity of votes on the

i pers submitted by the Sheriff fuwdisned the
1 necessary information,
Hon. Mr. Wy su took exeeption to the
°rs for the Third District of

Hon, M-, Owas reported from the Com- | Queen’s Coanty acting or voting on that com-

|

mittee, & petition baving been entered aguinst
| their return, they were interested parties.
Hon, Mr. Kelly said he would feel relieved

{ ueder eousideration.
Mr. Beer woud also prefer to withdraw

sistent with his duty snd position as a Repre-
| seutative of the people.

! How. Attorney General explained the Rule
| observed in the Inperial Parliament, in simi-
lar cases, showing that 1t was perfectly con-
gistent for the Hon. Members alluded to, to
‘serve on the Committee.

enforeed 1o all such
be crippled.

Differer t parties |

titior.s to that House sgainst |
on. Members, and if the views ' can,
of the Hou. Member—Mr, Wightman—were Dr,

by them; and that it clearly appearing that
| Peter Sinclair and Wenmlt 0—’:(-'.: ded = ."u
1 Poll Books and should have been returned b

| the suid Sheriff as members to vepresent said
| Firet Electoral District of Queen's County, and
| consequently that they are now fairly entitled
i to take their nests acoordingly; and that the sad
Suerifl be directed forthwith to appear at the
| Bar of this bouse and return Peter Sinclair and
| Dunald Cameron as members duly elected to

| thie Houss to represent the First Llectoral Dis- | tem of education. It was well known that on |

trict of Queen's County.”
| Messrs, McNeill, McEachern, Howst,
! Brecken, Arsenault, Calibeck,J, C. Po

from the Committee, if be could do so con-' Munro and Howlan, whe e speeches we will  (Hon B. Davies,) then

'give in full spoke on the resolutions.
| The Chairman of the Committee then put
| the .znoation on the resolution of the Hon.
| Leader of the Government, in amendment to
| that submitted by the Hom. B. Davies.
. sion as follows :
For Hon. Mr. Pope’s resolution :

Messrs. Pope, Owen, Howlan, Brecken, Dun -

D. Davies, Kelly, MeEachern, Perry,
Robertson, Messrs. Munro, Beer, Arsen-

Divie

cases, the Housq might (sult, J. A, McDouald, Richards, A. C. Mao-

' Douald, Lgfurgy, Mour, ~13.

of Queen’s County~—and that the said H)use | POSi

The Es imates when laid before vs, will

receive our greatest attention. It is with
leasure we ohserve the increase in the
evenue of the past year.

We will eadeavor to provide for the re-
qnirementl of the eurrent vear, with such
liberality as is commensurate with the re-
sources of the Colony, and in such a man-
ner as will enable vour Government fully
to maintain all the departments of the
public service.

All papers whivh yon may bo pleased to
lay before us will receive due considera-
HOR: o wrust we removal 61 the prohibitory
instructions which were issued to Custom
House Officers, in the month of A
last, with respect to the then prevaili

ice of admitting United States vesse
to entry in the ports of this Island, will
tend to a renewad of the mutually satisfac-
tory trade relations which ¢xisted betweer
this Colony and the United States, pre
vious to the abrogation of the Reciprocity
T'reaty.

We are pleased io receive the assurance
of the increased accommodation which
will be afforded by the new Public Build-
mg in Charlottetown, and have no doubt it
will afford that security for the publie re-
cords which is necessary.

It is gratifying to be informed that the de-
its in the Savings Bank now amount to
fifty thousand pounds us it isa proof of the
thrifiand prosperity of our people. Weshall
cheerfully considerany measurc *hat may he
lubmi”a()" to us for extending the useful-
ness of this most beneticial institution.

We e nsiderit advisable that the Supreme
Court shall sit a suflicient l.im:b° earb term
to dis, of ali the causes on d'at.

w.p():%:a‘ with your Hovor W the
opinion that the facilities for the shipment
and transportation of the produciions of
our Colony are insufficient. The deepen-
ing of the water in several of our rivers
and at the p‘llxblio wharves, hyf means of
dredging, and the expediency of censtrues-
g a rl;glroad through the lIsland, will re
ceive our most serious consideration,

The enlargement of the Lunatic Asylum
will be duly attended to.

Relying upon the guidance of Divine
Providence, we shall to the best of our
ability, in coujunction with your Honmor,
discharge cur legislative duties, with the
desire of promoting the best interests of
our fellow-colonists.

Ov motion of Dr. Robertson the House
went into Committee to take into con-
sideration the Draft Addrcss in answer to
the Speech of His Honor the Lieutenant
Governer.—Mr. Richards in the Chair.

The First and Sccond Paragraph in the Ad-
dress were adopted with but few rem rks.

The Third alluding to His Honor's visit to
the General Exhibition, held at Charlotte-
town, ia October last, called forth a discus.

sion,

Hon. Mr. Wightman, Leader of the Opgo-
sition, said that with the exception of the Pa-
ragraph touching the Railroad, he approved
of the Answer to_the Speech. He hoped that
during the coming Summer—Mis Honor the
Lientenant Governor would take a tour
through the Island, in every Sestlement of
which he was sure His Honor would be re
ceived with a he:rty welcome, and when an
opportunity would be afforded him of person-
aly witressing the Agricultural snd_Jndnse
Bt «. " *ha people, 12

Hon B, Davies: said it way not right to

over the aph—dead silence on the
overnment side of the House seemed so very
reticent, he would cffer a fow remarks. He
observed that no allusion was made in the ad-
dress, to two of the most important questions
| affecting the interest of tho Colony ; nawmely,
the Land question, and the Free Schoo! eyse

g deewi

| the latter question, the late (tovernment was
| overthrown, and it was very strange that no
'allusion was made to it in the speech. He,
proceeded to review
| the education of the people of Englaud, the
| large majority of whom were rot as well edu-
! catad now a3 they were ceuturies ago. The
| aggression policy of the aristoeracy and larga
\ land owners in land, was to drive the yeo-
' manry from their hcldings, and to muke serfs

Hons. | of the laboring classes. The result of sach | iuded.

|policy would end in a revolutien in that
' country, as in Franoe, if steps were not taken
| to educate and elevate the laboring «lasscs of
society, His remarks, he said, were borne
{out by an aticle in the Westminster Revicw,

Hons. Mesers, B. Duvies,
= Measrs, Howst, Mac-

which aleo sbowed that o
like ocl-lr -.:. required in
causes of t 1

nunbnhdmtcui’:v'e
our Free of

boons the people were indeb,
Those ref;

| the receipts of which departmen’ was said to

That Committee were sworo to investizate | to be a gentleman whosa intezrity was unim- | be some £15,000; a committes wis

,ed to look mio this matter, and the

| required information on the subject, -
{ on Mr McEachern: said he wax
‘I hear from the Hon, mem'er who
dowa, an appreciation of the system o
[tion in England, in daye zone by, He
the hon. member, (Mr Duvies)
aware that at that time, the youth of Englasd
were educated by Monks, and in Monasteries,
and on a free system too. A ure

that religious training, lead to t:‘“‘
ment of Christianity, during the

VOTRIION, When eve The. SLOORE Wea- eup.
ed under a system similar to that of which be
(Hon B. Duvies) o loudly boasted, and Jead
to the degraded state of the English Iabopes,

Hon. Mr. Caldeck said the speech and the
reply were non-committa', and did not fore~
-h-dzw auy future poli:’y of the Government;
true, the Kailroad was ailuded te, but ina very
indefinite way., He veferved %o the
that had taken place in political parties, and
in that Hoase, tonchingpo'hich the address
under consideration was silent.

Hon, Mr. Perry said it was not theintention
of the Government party to interfere with the
Eduention Question, but i ition side
of the House wished they conld bri in sy
Resolution they pleased 1ouching that, er sny
other questions referred to, and they could be
dis)c‘—-;d o‘n llbcir own merits,

r. MeNeill eaid that for the
land question was always u.e‘-i:’r. Open-
ing Speech, and as that ion was not yet
tinally settled it shoaid bave been alluded to i
His Howor's Speech, wes glad that the Edu.

T
L §7

T

| posed

i

¢

he | cation Question was not to be d'-surh& though
a disaffection on that subject led to the over-

turow o the late Government and hud thrown
Toad Wi R8T Eobg. MR bored dha ik
:choole and teachers sularies. It was strenge
that two such important questions as the land
tenures, and Kducation bad been omitted im
the speech,

lon, P Sinelair said it was right to ack for
explaoations on those two s, The
recent action of the Imperiul Parliament
touching the Irish land bill, should have cansed
the laud question of this Colony to be incloded
i the opening Speech of His Houor the Lieo~
tenant Governor. S n e

Mr. Howat ¢ ion, es-
pecially, .wi".":.‘ have been &M itted. He
all to offers that were said to have bezm
made for ihe salo of lands in his Distriots, the
purchase of which was desirable. The
on those lands were Jed 1o believe that the
Hon, Leader of the Goverrmet could do more
tor them than any other Hou. wember., The
Railroad para, in the Addrees, was alte-
getheruvealled for. The Government had vo
right to introduce that question until the ped~
ple moved in the matter.

Hor, D. Davies ssid that of all the lands
porchased oo this Island, the Pe!fast Estate
alone proved ul'f_:sgtining. ‘Ll‘h prope
&8 Very Tow Hgure. He (Mr mp';;')’i'i
confident that the of all the other
Estate would entail large expenses on ths
Cd::l. Farmers as weli as merchants re.
quired capital and when & merchant invested
in stores and houses the capital which his
business required. he failed, and the farmer
whe had to borrow maoney at 20 per cent, go
meet the payment of his farm, W not iy g

ition to prosper. The resuls of she
E:m already purchased should % woip
examined before buying more lands, esp;
at high rates. As to compulsory legiw,,’
that was got up but to agitate and deoeivype
people and wes productive of no good resteg,
The late Government was composed of tansg
leaguers and liberals, and when they dieagrea
among themselves and broke up their Goverm
went, one portion of them offered to join that
wing of the Conservative party with which hn
(Mr. D. Davies) was indentified, a>d the other
portion of them appealed to the Conservatives
neaded by the Hon, E. Palmer. A coalition
waa then inevitable, the only alternative being
another election, To a to the country
on & religious ory such as would be raised,
would ng i

end in no results. There was no ga2rifice
of priuciple in the formation of the piesen:
questions of Confcderation
and Education were not to be legislated vpon
against the will of the peopls, yet, Hom
members were ailowed the exercise of their
individual opinions, He trusted the rights
and interests of his Constituents would not
continae to be overlooked by the Government.
The Citizens of Charlottetown were entitled
to u fair share of the general revenue of tke
Colony and it was his duty to see that their
rights must be conceded to them.

House adjourned.

Hon. Leader of the Government in veply o
Mr. B. Davies, #aid that the course pureaed by
that Hon, Member, who, in the Goveroment ma
jority last Bession, was qui e different to thal
now pointed out by bim, said—al must con-
cur in the desirability of giving an impetus to the
Agricultural and Industrial parenits of the Colo
ny by meann of Exhibitions—the annual grants
for which—had been ther inadequate.
Hon, Mewmbers, he said, not feel alarmed-—
because of the allusion to a Railroad—the Go-
vernment were not committed to the eou:mo:
tion of that work, but a discuseion en that greal
xuco(iono‘?-EI: rot N::‘G »‘l.m TANQ.::
subjects o neation t enur
which some Hon. Members ssid—should bo
named in the Address—be would only remsrk
that the Couservative party did not go te ibe
country at the last Election to disturb the pre
seut eystem of Eduestion, why then allude to 1t

—upeither did they J“"" the pp'h o}:.-ﬁ:l:a
ry legislation on t
AZI why did not the Hon Menber for Beilsst

(Mr, Davies) during the past icur seesions a3
tempt cumpulsory Hon, Member
welJ80 such a step ‘e in direet
wiation of all the Despatches which bad been
received from the lmp-rial Government.
Mr, McLean said that the practice of always
bolding the Annual Exbibition of Agrioulture

and Local Industry at G«T»n. ehould be
changed. There -h’oﬂd be a branch Exbibitwn
at Bouris, or the Couniy, ove should, every alter-
nate year, be held in a more central pact of the
Cuna“thu ( There mra Hoo.
Mem: now supporting the present Govern-
ment majority in'rh.n ouse, of whom their
Constituenis expected better than to shelve echou!
| question for four years. In the cther colcnies
Grants were given to High Schools or Buperior
| Institutions of learning, and why not act on &i-
;nihr prineiples in this Celony. He (Mr. Mac-
| Lean) (hen intimated his intention before the
|close of the Session, to test the gueston of
Grants to those lnstitutions established bere.
| Hon. Mr. McEashern asked his colleague, Mr.
,llcbe-n if the party with whom ke had aseoci-
ated bimself were in favor of giving Grants t«
the Institutions, to which be (Mr. MeLean) at
Heo (Hon. Mr. McEachern) would like
| to see all Institutions of learning receiving Ge-
. veroment aid, but the advecates of that prines
le wust bide their time till public opinion wou:d
sr them out.

| A, McNwmar, Reporbce.
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